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Essa  OUva  se  haga  lueg^  raxas^  y  se  queme^  que  mn 
no  queden  della  las  cenizas,  y  esa  Pakna  de  Ingala- 
terra  se  guarde^  y  se  conserve,  camo  a  cosa  unim^  y 
se  haga  para  dla  otra  casxir  crnno  la  que  hallo  Alex^ 
andro  en  los  despqjos  de  Dario,  que  la  diputo  para 
guardar  en  ella  las  obras  del  poeta  Homero,  Este 
librOy  senor  Compadre^  tiene  autoridad  por  dos  cosas  ; 
la  unoy  porque  el  por  si  es  muy  bneno;  y  la  otra^ 
porque  es  fama  que  le  con^mso  vn  discreto  Rey  de 
Portugal.  Todas  las  aventuras  del  castello  de  Mira^ 
guarda  son  homsimas^  y  de  grande  artificiOf  laa 
razones  cortesanas,  y  claraSj  que  guardan,  y  mirau  el 
decorv  del  que  habla^  con  nrncha  propiedad  y  entendi-  ^ 
miento.  Digo  pues,  salvo  vuestro  buen  parecer^ 
scnor  maese  Nicolasy  que  este,  y  Amadis  de  Gaula, 
queden  litres  del  fuego,  y  iodos  los  demas,  sin  hacer 
mqi  cala  y  cata^  perezcan. 

Don  Quixote.  ^  ^ 
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This  Olive*,  let  it  be  hewn  in  pieces  and  bornt, 
and  let  not  the  very  ashes  be  left;  and  this  Palm 
of  England,  let  it  be  kept  and  preserved,  as  a  thing 
uniiG[ue,  and  let  another  casket  be  made  for  it, 
such  as  that  whith  Alexander  found  among  the 
spoils  V)f  Darius,  and  set  apart  that  the  works  of 
the  poet  Homer  might  be  kept  in  it.  This  book, 
•ir  Comrade,  is  of  authority  for  tw«  reasons  :  the 
One,  because  it  is  a  right  good  one  in  itself;  and 
the  other,  because  the  report  is  that  a  wise  king 
of  Portugal  composed  it.  All  the  adventures  at  • 
the  castle  of  Miraguarda  are  excellent,  and  ma- 
naged with  great  skill ;  the  discourses  are  coi^rtly 
and  clear,  observing  with  much  propriety  and 
judgment  the  decorum  of  the  speaker.  I  say 
then,  saving  your  good  pleasure,  master  Nicolas, 
this  and  Amadis  of  Gaul  should  be  saved  from 
t^ie  iire,  and  ail  the  rest  without  farther  search  be 
destroyed. 

*  Palmerinde  01iTa» 


,y  Google 


PREFACE. 


I. 

The  earliest  edition  of  Palmerin  of  England 
which  I  find  mentioned^  bears  th«  following 
title :  Roman  du  h  preux,  vaiUaiU^  et  tres 
vertueux  Chevalier  Palmeirin  d' Anglaterre, 
fits  du  Roy  D.  Eduardos  • . .  traduit  du  CaS" 
tiUan  en  Franfoispar  Maistre  Jaques  Vincent 
du  Crest'Amauld  en  Dauphine. 
Mon  heur  viendra. 
A  LyoHy  'par  Thibauld  Payen,  1553.  It  is  de- 
dicated A  tres  noble  is  vertueuse  Princesse 
Diane  de  Poitiers.  A  copy  of  this  is  in  the 
Advocates  Library  at*  Edinburgh.  An 
Italian  version  appeared  at  Venice  in  1555. 


*  There  is  a  Paris  edition  in  8to*  of  1574,  reveue  ^  eerA 
rigu  w»ieux  qu*  imparavantt  and  said  by  De  Bure  to  be  in 
higher  estination.  Of  this  there  is  a  copy  in  the  British 
Museum^  but  it  wants  both  tide-page  and  preface. 
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According  to  Nicolas  Antonio^  Lucio  Spi- 
neda  was  the  translator,  and  it  purported  to 
be  translated  from  the  Spanish. 

The  book  appeared  inPortugueze  1567,  with 
what  title  I  know  not«  The  late  editor  cotdd 
discover  only  two  copies^  one  in  the  Library 
of  the  Necessidades  at  Lishon,  the  other  in 
that  of  the  College  of  S.  Bernardo  at  Coim- 
bra,  and  both  wanted  the  title  and  dedica- 
tion. The  first  of  these  copies  is  defective 
at  the  end  likewise,,  but  the  other  supplies 
this  colophon.  Foy  impressa  esta  cronica  de 
Palmeirim  de  Inglaten^a  na  inuy  nobre  e  sem-- 
pre  leal  cidade  de  Evora  em  casa  de  Andree 
de  Burgos,  impressor  e  Cavalleiro  da  Casa  do 
Cardeal  Iffante.  Acaboa  se  a  xxv,  dias 
do  mes  de  Junho,  Anno  do  nacimejito  de 
nosso  Senhor  Jesu  Chrkto  Je  m  d lx  v  1 1 .  This 
edition  is  in  black  letter. 

In  the  Library  of  S.  Francisco  da  Cidade  at 
Lisbon  is  a  copy, in  common  letter.  By  length- 
ening the  leaves  and  transcribing  what  was^ 
wanting  (which  is  done  so  well  that  Jo  a  care* 
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less  eje  it  appears  to  be  the  original  type) 
the  book  has  been  made  compleat  and  in 
excellent  condition ;  but  it  is  impossible 
to  say  when  or  where  it  was  printed,  and  no 
other  copy  has  been  found  to  supply  this 
information.  The  late  editor  suspected  that 
it  was  not  printed  in  Portugal,  without  as- 
signing his  reasons  for  this  suspicion. 

An  edition,  purporting  to  be  the  second, 
appeared  at  Lisbon  1592,  dedicated  by  the 
Bookseller,  Affonso  Femandes,  to  Cardinal 
Alberto,  the  then  Regent.  Fortunately  the 
original  dedication  to  the  Iffanta. Dona  Ma- 
ria, is  inserted  also.  It  is  by  Francisco  de 
Moraes,  and  it  contains  the  following  pas- 
sage. "  I  was  in  France  some  time  ago,  in 
the  service  of  Don  Francisco  de  Noronha, 
Embassador  from  the  King,  our  Lord,  and 
your  brother,  where  I  saw  some  French  and 
English  Chronicles:  amongthem  I  perceived 
that  the  princesses  and  dames  praised  migh- 
tily that  of  Don  Duardos,  which  is  in  these 
parts  translated  into  Castillian,  and  esteemed 
by  many.    This  moved  me  to  see  if  I  could 
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find  any  other  antiquity  which  I  might  trans- 
late ;  upon  which  I  conversed  with  Albert 
de  Renes  in  Paris,  a  famous  Chronicler  of 
these  times,  in  whose  possession  I  found  some 
memorials  of  foreign  nations,  and  among 
them  the  chronicle  of  Palmerin  of  England, 
son  of  Don  Duardos,  so  defaced  by  time 
that  it  was  sufficient  trouble  to  read  it.  I 
translated  it,  thinking  that  for  the  love  of  his 
father  he  would  be  esteemed  in  all  parts.** 
Notwithstanding  the  late  stppearance  of  the 
Portugueze  romance,  I  beheve  it  to  be  the 
original. 

2. 

Every  reader  of  romances  knows  how  com* 
monly  they  were  represented  as  translations 
from  old  manuscripts.  What  therefore 
Moraes  says  in  this  dedication,  instead  of 
proving  that  the  work  was  translated,  aflfords 
some  proof  that  it  is  original.  The  chronicle 
of  Don  Duardos,  which  he  speaks  of  among 
other  French  and  English  Chronicles,  as  a 
true  history,  and  as  tr^mslated  into  Castilli^n> 
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is  the  romance  of  Primaleon^  which  (^  will 
presently  be  shown)  was  translated  from 
Castillian  into  Italian,  and  from  both  into 
French.  The  reader  will  perceive  at  the 
conclusion  of  Palmerin  how  gravely  the 
author  appeals  to  imaginary  historians^  and 
chuses  ^between  contradictory  authorities* 
The  Castillian  Don  Duardos  is  represented  as 
a  version^  to  keep  up  this  fiction*  Beyond  a 
doubt  the  accotmt  which  Moraes  gives  of 
discovering  the  manuscript,  implies  that  the 
story  is  his  own,  was  meant  so  to  be  under«> 
stood^  and  was  understood  so*    ~ 

The  solution  of  this  difficulty  is,  that  the 
French  and  Italian  translations  of  his  work 
were  printed  before  the  original.  Similar 
instances  have  occurred  in  our  own  days* 
Mr.  Coleridge's  admirable  translation  of 
Wallensteiil  was  made  from  a  written  copy, 
and  published  before  the  German,  llie  oii- 
giaal  of  Vathek  is  still  unpublished.  That 
Romances  sometimes  were  well  knowti  before 
they  were  printed  appears  from  Bernal  Diaz, 
who  more  than  once  says  that  the  Spaniards 
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in  Mexico  alluded  to  Amadis^  before  Mont- 
alvo's  earliest  edition  had  appeared.  The 
Conde  de  Linhares,  whom  Moraes  accompa- 
nied, went  to  Paris  in  1540.  There  is  no 
improbability  in  supposing  that  he  wrote  the 
book  in  France,  and  delayed  printing  it  till 
he  returned  to  his  own  country,  and  that  in 
the  mean  time  it  was  translated. 

If  this  were  the  case,  it  would  be  well 
known  at  the  time,  and  no  other  claim  to 
originality  on  his  part  was  necessary,  than 
what  his  fiction  of  the  ancient  memo- 
rials implies.  And  if  this  had  not  been  the 
case,  the  fraud  which  that  fiction  would 
then  have  implied,  could  not  have  escaped 
detection.  In  that  age,  books  circulated 
throughout  Christendom  much  more  ra- 
pidly than  they  do  in  this,  and  books  of  chi- 
valry the  most  rapidly  of  all.  The  French 
and  Italian  versions  could  not  possibly  have 
been  unknown  at  Lisbon,  then  one  of  the 
most  flourishing  and  most  learned  courts  in 
Europe.  Both  these  versions  are  said  to  be 
translated  from  the  Spanish,   without  any 
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fiction  of  old  manuscrvpts.  But  this  kind 
of  deception  was  not  comniODy  nor  was  there 
any  purpose  to  be  answered  by  it ;  if  too 
there  had  been  no  common  original^  we  may 
be  sure  the  Italian  version  would  have  been 
professedly  from  the  French.  Why  the 
French  translator  should  say  from  the  Cas- 
tillian^  I  do  not  understand^ — had  the  general 
word  Spanish  been  used  instead,  I  should  have 
had  no  doubt  thatitvwas  used  generically,  as 
Spain  is  for  the  whole  peninsula — thus,  the 
Portuguease  call  Camoens  the  Prince  of  the 
Poets  of  Spain.  In  all  likehhood  he  has 
used  the  word  blunderingly  as  synonimous 
with  Spanish.  The  Spaniards,  however,  as 
far  as  I  can  discover,  lay  no  claim  to  the 
romance,  nor  have  I  seen  any  proof  that  it 
exists  in  their  language.  Nicolas  Antonio 
affords  no  information  upon  the  subject.  In 
one  place  he  gives  it  with  a  Spanish  title  to 
an  anonymous  author,  upon  the  faith  of  the 
Italian  translator,  from  whom  indeed  he 
seems  to  have  translated  the  title,  as  no 
date  of  time  or  place  i^  affixed  to  it. 
In  another  he  ascrifce  »**  it  to  Moraes,  to 
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\vfaom  be  assigns  Amadis  in  the  same  arti- 
tide,  with  palpable  absurdity*  Nicolas  An- 
tonio seems  to  have  thought  the  books  of 
t'hivalry  unworthy  of  attention,  and  his 
Work  which>  valuable  as  it  is,  is  far  more 
imperfect  than  it  is  generally  supposed  to 
be,  is  peculiarly  so  upon  this  head.  If  there 
were  really  a  Spanish  original  it  could  not 
by  any  possibility  have  been  unknown  at 
Lisbon ;  that  of  which  Cervantes  speaks  was 
certainly  Portugueze,  because  he  mentions 
the  opinion  that  it  was  written  by  a  king  of 
Portugal.  Manoel  de  Faria  e  Sousa  observes, 
thai  some  persons  supposed  it  to  be  the 
workof  Joam  II.  but  that  Moraes  was  the 
author.  A  host  of  contemporary  evidences 
to  the  same  purport  might  be  adduced  if  it 
were  needful.  The  Portugueze  writers  all 
believe  Moraes  to  have  been  the  author,  ex- 
cept the  last  editor,  who  finding  the  earlier 
dates  of  the  translations  in  De  Bure,  ad- 
mitted them  to  be  conclusive  without  farther 
thought. 
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TThere  is  interaal  evidence  that  Palmerin  of 
England  is  the  work  of  a  Portugueze,  and 
that  that  Portugueze  is  Francisco  de  Moraes^ 
The  castle  of  Almourol,  which  is  the  great 
scene  of  adventures  in  the  romance^  is  still 
standings  and  in  the  situation  there  described. 
I  have  been  within  an  hour's  ride  of  it  and 
did  not  visit  the  spot^  not  being  aware  that  it 
would  ever  interest  uie,  nor  that  it  was  ro* 
mantic  ground. 

Moraes  had  formed  an  attachment  in  France 
to  a  lady  of  the  French  Court  whom  he 
calls  Torsi ;  this  appears  from  the  Desculpa 
de  hum  amoreSfpnnied  with  his  other  works. 
Towards  the  close  of  Palmerin  there  are 
eleven  chapters  introduced  to  compliment 
this  lady  and  three  others  of  the  same  courts 
They  are  so  clumsily  inserted,  and  so  little 
interesting,  that  I  have  omitted  them,  not 
merely  as  being  unconnected  with  all  which 
b  ? 


,y  Google 


XVI 

go€s  before,  and  all  which  follows,  but  as 
clumsily  interrupting  the  story:  they  are  not 
grafted,  but  nailed  on.  This  I  should  have 
considered  as  certain  proof  that  Moraes  had 
not  written  the  rest  of  the  book,  if  they  had 
not  occurred  in  the  French  also :  they  must 
therefore  have  beffen  in  the  copy  from  which 
Jaques  Vincent  translated. 


Differentplaces  have  been  named  asthebirth- 
place  of  Moraes ; — it  appears  most  proba- 
ble that  he  was  a  native  of  Braganza;  the 
year  of  his  birth  is  not  known.  He  was 
treasurer  to  Joam  III.  and  professed  in  the 
order  of  Christ,  April  17,  1566,  in  which 
he  was  a  Commendador.  He  died  a  violent 
death  in  Evora  1572,  by  what  accident  is 
not  stated.  His  descendants  say  that  he 
married  Barbara  Madeira,  and  from  the  man- 
a;ier  in  which  this  is  repeated,  it  appears  that 
there  was  some  reason  for  suspecting  the 
truth  of  the  assertion.  He  left  hdwever  a 
large  family.    One  of  his  grand-daughters 
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married  John  Tilly,  an  Englishman,  whd 
altered  his  name  to  Tellez,  and  Balthezar 
Tellez,  who  wrote  the  well-known  history  of 
Abyssinia,  and  the  Chronicle  of  the  Jesuits 
in  Portugal,  was  their  son.  He  calls  his  aiT- 
cestor  a  Braganzan.  Moraes  was  called  the 
Palmerin,  and  many  of  his  descendants  re- 
tained the  appellation.  In  1624,  a  little 
volume  of  his  remains  was  printed  at  Evora, 
containing  three  Dialogues,  a  letter  written- 
for  Don  Ignacio  de  Noronha  to  the  king,  he- 
seeching  him  that  he  might  renounce  the  title 
of  Linharesin  favour  of  his  brother,  and  the 
Desculpa  de  hum  amoves.  These  pieces  were 
added  to  the  last  edition  of  Palmerin,  in  three 
small  quartos,  17B6.  It  is  said  that  a  copy 
of  the  Romance  was  wanted  for  the  king  of 
England's  Library,  and  as  one  could  not  be 
found,  this  edition  was  printed. 

5. 

Palmerin  of  England  is  the  third  of  a  series 

of  Romances,  beginning  with  Palmerin  de 

Oli  va.     Mr.  Heber's  library  (my  usual  stor«- 

b  3 
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house)  has  supplied  5.- copy  of  the  ofiginal 
Spanish^  with  this  title,  Palmerin  de  Oliva 
y  sus  grandes fechos.  Nuevamente  emprimido. 
At  the  end  it  says,  Emprimido  en  Vmetiapor 
Gregorio  de  Gregoriis,  a  xxiii.  del  mes  de  No- 
viembre  m.d.xxvi.  This  edition  is  addressed 
in  a  Prologue  al  yllustrey  mvy  manijico  senor 
S.  Cesar  TritJsci,  who  was  at  that  time  learn« 
ing  Spanish ;  the  editor  therefore  thought 
proper  to  re-print  this  book  in  Italy  por  ser 
de  gentil  estillo,  and  to  correct  the  many  er-  » 
rors  which  had  crept  into  it.  How  far  \ys 
may  have  succeeded  in  this  I  cannot  say,  but 
the  edition  has  many  of  those  errors  which 
show  that  the  compositors  were  not  familiar  . 
with  the  language  which  they  were  setting 
up.  Such  for  instance  as  Segnora  for  SeHora. 
I  have  seldom  seen  a  book  with  so  many 
contractions:  the  illustrious  M^igr/yfico, while 
he  was  learning  Spanish,  must  often  have 
been  puzzled  to  unriddle  them. 

This  romance  was  written  by  a  woman ;  thus 
much  may  be  understood  from  some  Latin 
verses  at  the  end,  addressed  to  the  reader 
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by  Jo.  Anger.  Transmerenm,  and  it  if  not 
easy  to  understand  any  thing  else  from  them. 
Nicolas  Antonio  says  the  Portugueze  claim 
her  ag  their  countrywoman ;  her  name  how* 
ever  is  not  to  be  found.    Asa  woman's  pic- 
ture of  female  morals^  this  book  is  truly  cu- 
rious; the  utter  want  of  all  decent  feeling 
-which  it  manifests^  is  surprizing  even  to  a 
reader  of  romances.    It  is  not  that  the  book 
is  obscene— -far  from  it ;  the  lady  authoress 
commits  every  other  crime  as  coolly  as  she 
does  murder.   The  chronology  is  ascertained 
with  noble  contempt  of  history.  Palmerin  de 
Oliva^   so  called  because  he  was  exposed 
in  an  olive  tree  amid  a  grove  of  palms^  is 
the  grandson  of  Reymicio,  eighth  emperor 
of  Constantinople  after  Constantine^  which 
said  Reymicio  used  to  war  upon  the  Moors, 
till  he  grew  indolent  for  love  of  his  wife,  the 
daughter  of  the  king  of  Hungary.     Cer- 
vantes was  for  hewing  this  Olive  down,  and 
casting  it  into  the  fire  and  scattering  its 
ashes ;  nor  was  the  sentence  a  severer  one 
than  it  deserves.    Yet  this  book  was  once 
greatly  celebrated. 
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Mr.  Heber  has  ttiis,  EreHclj  translatlou  also 
ia  his  collection.  L'Histoire  de  Palmc" 
rm  d*  Olive y  filz  du  roy ,  Florendos  de  ifefc- 
cedone,  et  de  la  belle  Griane,  fide  de  Remi-- 
cius  Empereur  de  Constantinople:  discours 
plaisant  et  de  singidiere  recreation,  traduit 
Jadispar  uu  Aatenr  incertain  de  Ca^Uan  en 
Fraufoj/Sy  misenlumiere  et  en  son  entievy  selon 
fiostre  vidgaire,  par  Jan  Maugin,  dit  le  pe^ 
tit  Angevin.  Reveu  et  emeridepar  le  mesme 
Auteur. 

Probe  et  Tacite*. 
A  Paris,     Pour  Vincent  Sertenas,  S^c.  1553, 
folio. 

I  recognize  in  this  edition  many  of  the  same 
prints  as  are  used  in  the  small  French  edi- 
tion of  Amadis  of  Greece,  p.  2.  a  copy  of 
which  I  possess — but  have  net  at  hand  to 
give  its  date.  In  fact  they  did  for  any  ro- 
mance; a  lady  in  child-bed  at  the  begining. 


*  In  the  privilrge  's  included  une  autre  histoire  traduite  de 
langage  Picard  fort  ancien  en  cette  ttostre  tongue,  tHtituJe 
VOrgueilleuse  d^ Amours,  by  the  same  Author. 


,y  Google 


XXI 

—her  trasty  damsel  going  out  of  the  door 
with  a  child  in  her  arms^  in  one  compart- 
ment ;  and  in  another  a  man  riding  away  to 
expose  it* ;  a  battle  on  horseback ;  a  battle 
on  foot;  a  battle  at  sea;  a  knight  and  lady 
kissing;  another  birth  like  the  first;  and  at 
last^  the  son  kneeling  for  his  parents'  bles- 
sing when  the  secret,  is  discovered.  This 
set  of  prints  must  have  been  first  engraved 
for  Amadis  of  Ganlf .  That  in  this  edition 
of  Palmerin  d'Olive  AT.  23,  is  certainly  meant 
for  the  adventure  of  the  Endria^o. 


*  When,  Cardin  returns  from  exposing  Palmertn  de 
Oliva,  the  mother  asks  what  he  has  dune  with  the  infant. 
Think  no  more  about  him,  he  replied  i  he  is  in  God's  hands, 
vrho  can  save  him  j  and  if  not,  he  is  christened  and  must 
gotoHcayen.— ^.  8. 

t  There  is  however  one  (f.  aas)  which  relates  exclusively 
to  the  place  where  it  appears,  representing  the  whole  td. 
▼cnture  in  which  Pahnerin  de  Oliva  wins  the  enchanted 
bird,  with  the  castle  and  the  ten  perrons.  I  take  this  op. 
portunify  o^  cdnecting  an  erroneous  explanation  of  the 
word  Padron,  given  in  my  translation  of  Amadis,  vot  t» 
p.  07  i  any  sort  of  pillar  or  monument  is  meanu 
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Le  Petit  Angevin  had  not  the  original  before 
him.  He  says,  Je  me  mis  a  revoir  une  vieille 
minute,  prise  de  Vauteur  Espaignol  du  Palme- 
rin  d' Olive,  tant  ponrce  que  je  la  tnmvay 
asset  ample,  que  pour  autant  quelle  estoit 
pleine  d'argumem .  amoureuXy  S^  co^tes  de  re- 
gretz  lament ahles  (matieresaa  temps  qui  court 
sur  toutes  auties  pratiquees)  tontesfois  si  con- 
fuZy^  mal  ordonnez  6^  indisposez,  quonques  la 
statiiv  que  descrit  Horace  au  co7nmeficcmmt  dr 


I  will  correct  here  also  an  error  in  the  preface  to  that  book. 
The  sonnet  there  quoted  from  the  collection  of  Antonio  Lou- 
renf  o  Caniinha,  is  not  genuine  I  had  perceived  that  it  could 
not  possibly  have  been  written  by  either  of  the  princes  to 
whom  it  was  ascribed,  but  relying  upon  the  editor,  and  the  far 
weightier  authority  of  Manoel  de  Faria  e  Sousa,  believed  it  to 
be  as  old  as  was  pretended.  It  was  however  written  by  An- 
tonio Ferreira,  as  also  was  the  other,  referred  to  in  the  same 
place,  but  which  I  had  not  then  seen,  nor  knew  where  to 
find.  This  poet  died  in  I5e»,  and  bis  poems  were  pub- 
lished 1598.  by  his  son.  '*  My  father,  he  says,  made  these 
two  sonnets  in  the  language  which  was  used  in.^is  king- 
dom in  the  days  of  king  D.  Diniz,  which  is  tl^e  same  in 
iphiqb  the  history  of  Amadis  of  Gaul  was  cpoxposed  by 
Vasco  de  Lol?cira,  9-  fjatiye  qf  th^  city  q{  fpno^  wbQsc 
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son  art  poetique,  nefai  camposee  de  la  sorte^ 
. ..  Et  a  fin  (Seigneurs)  que  Boyez  avert iz  de 
mamaniered*  eacrire,  je  7t  ay  pris  de  f  original 
que  la  matiere  principale^sam  niasaujettir  aux 
fropoz  du  tradueteur  antique  mal  entenduz,  Sf 
pirement  poursujfoiz.  Les  discours  des  q^'airs 
ay  abregez leplm  succintemerU  quit  m'  a  este 
possible,  Les  gue?  res  selon  leur forme  attcienne, 
sans  canons  ou  harquebuzes ;  Sf  les  amours  a  la 
moderne,  satif  les  foles,  pour  ce  queje  les  cuyde 


original  is  in  the  house  of  Avcim.  They  were  produced  in 
the  name  of  the  Jnfante  Don  Affonso^  eldest  son  ef  king 
D.  Diniz,  that  prince,  as  appears  in  the  history^  having 
been  ill  pleased  that  the  fair  Briolania  should  be  so  ill  treated 
in  her  love/*  After  Miguel  Leyte  Ferreira  had  thus  related 
the  history  of  these  sonnets,  it  is  singular  that  one  so 
learned  in  the  literature  of  his  own  country  as  Faria  e  Sousa 
should  have  believed  them  genuine. 

The  argument  still  to  be  adduced  from  them  is,  that  Vasco 
Lobeira  was  known  to  be  the  author  of  Amadis,  in  the  mid« 
die  of  the  i<5th  century,  and  it  appears  from  the-son's  autho- 
rity that  the  original  was  then  preserved  }  strong  evidence 
that  Lobeira  was  the  author,  if  any  additional  evidence  can 
be  needed  after  the  explicit  and  decisive  testimony  which  I 
had  the  satisfaction^  finding  in  Gomes  Eannes. 
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fainttij  if)  quil  lien  soit  point  de  semhlables. 
Et  d  en  'passant  fay  mi  de  metaphores,  simi- 
litudes ^  comparisons,  3^  aleguc  fables,  poesies, 
kistoires,  ^  invente  vers,  excusez  le  desir  que 
fay  eu  demonstrer  qu'en  cest  endroit  le  Fran* 
coys  y  est  plus  propre  que  TBspaignoL  Au 
teste,  si  prenez  plaisir,  Ss  tant  soit  peu  vous 
corUentez  de  ce  mien  labeur,  suportant  mon  ra- 
mage  Angevin  (lequel  f  impossible  est  qu  au^ 
cunesfoisjetie  sente)je  me  tiendray  pour  plus 
qu*  assez  satisfait. 

This  practice  of  disregarding  an  original, 
and  modifying  the  translation  to  the  fashion 
of  the  times,  has  prevailed  in  most  countries ; 
a  better,  or  more  truly  a  worse  instance 
cannot  be  mentioned  than  PopeV  Homer, 
The  translator  prided  himself  upon  tlie  liber- 
ties he  had  taken,  and  his  friends  compli- 
mented him  in  commendatory  verses  which 
vilified  the  author.  Le  petit  Angevin  says 
he  has  abridged  his  materials;  his  book  how- 
ever contains  at  least  a  fourth  more  than  the 
Spanish,  though  it  is  divided  into  1S9  chap- 
ters instead  of  175.     Les  amours  he  has^  as 
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he  says^  altered  a  la  modeme — ^like  a  true 
Frenchman. 

Anthony  Munday  announces  his  intention  of 
translating  this  romance  in  that  part  of  Pal- 
merin  of  England  wherein  the  death  of  the 
emperor  is  related.  ^'  Of  this  bird,"  he  says, 
*^  you  may  read  more  at  large  in  the  notable 
,  and  famous  history  of  the  emperor  Palme- 
rin's.  life,  which  book  is  called  Palmerin 
])!01iTa,a  history  plentifully  stored  with  dis- 
courses of  singular  ddight,  being  for  the 
worthiness  thereof  esteemed  of  many  nations, 
as  this  history,  is  likewise:  and  therefore, 
for  the  excellency  of  this  aforesaid  history, 
and  in  respect  it  dependeth  on'matters  briefly 
touched  in  this  book,  so  that  it  is  account- 
ed as  a  parcel  of  this  history,  I  entend  (God 
ayding  me)  to  publish  it  shortly,  when  (I 
doubt  not)  but  the  gentle  reader  shall  find 
it  worthy  of  the  commendations  that  I  have 
used  of  it  in  this  place."  This  translation, 
which  was  first  published  ld88,  4to.  hU  1.  I 
have  never  seen. 
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The  next  in  the  series  is  Libro  que  trata  dc  log 
valerotos  hechos  en  armas  de  Primaleon,  hija 
del  Emperador  Palmerin,  y  de  su  heimano 
Folendos'j  y  de  Don  Duardos  Principe  de  In- 
glaterWy  y  de  otronpreciados  Cavalier os  de  Id 
corte  del  Emperador  Palmerin :  Nicolas  An- 
tonio says  this  was  printed  in  1516.  A  Seville 
edition  of  1*524,  is  in  the  national  library  at 
Paris,  nuevame?Ue  emendado  por  Francisco 
Fasquez^sind  en titlied  Libro  segundo  de  Palme- 
rin, &c.  A  Venice  edition  of  1534>  wasia 
Mr.  Croft's  collection,  and  in  the  colophon 
it  was  said  to  be  translated  from  the  Greek, 
according  to  the  custoiaary  fiction.  There 
is  an  edition  of  Bilvau  (Balboa)  1585>  and 
one  of  Lisbon  1593.  It  was  first  translated, 
into  Italian,  then  into  French;  both  version^ 
are  in  the  British  Museum;  the  titles  are 
subjoined : 

Primaleoney  nel  quale  si  narra  a  pieno  I'his^ 
toria   di  suoi  valorosi  fatti,  S^  di  Polenda 
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mo  fratello;  tradotto  dalla  Ungua  Spagttu* 
ohy  nella  nostra  buona  Italia na.  NuovamefUe 
da  molti  errori  corretto  <§•  mtampato. 

Venetia  1559. 

L'Histoire  de  Primaleon  de  Grece  continue 
ant  celle  de  Palmer  in  d' Olive  Empereur  de 
Constantinople,  son  pere,  naguere  tiree  tant 
de  ritalien  comme  de  lispagnol,  S^  mise  en 
nostre  vulgaire  par  Francois  de  Vernassal 
Cluercinois.     Avec  le  Terns. 

Lyon.  1572. 


Francois  de  Vernassal  aux  lecteurs  des  na- 
tions 
toire. 


tions  dont  it  a  tire  t argument  de  ceste  his-* 


Al  Tuscano. 

Qui  non  pensi  legger  rhuomo  gentile 
Primaleon  tal  ch'  el  Tuscan  I'ha  fat  to. 
Per  che  mancando  un  poco  n  el  suo  stile, 
Comn^e  esso  el  dava,  io  cosi  Yho  aconciatto. 
Che  me  par  mo  (n'el  paese  fertile 
De  bonni  ingegni)  dover'  ser  stampatto : 
Per  dimonstrar  quanto  e  Icggiadro  e  bellQ 
Nostro  volgar,  cbi  Vh^  ben'  in  cervello* 
c  2 
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Al  Castillan. 
Si  quieres  veer,  o  lector  estimado, 
Los  hechos  deste  Griego  sennaladoy 
Que  hago  hablar  segun  puedo  Frances, 
Mira  que  tu  author  ha  olvidado 
'  Muschas  razon,  que  dotros  be  sacado 
Par  le  bazer  agora  mas  cortes. 

This  is  the  book  of  which  M  oraes  speaks  as  the 
Chronicle  of  Don  Duardos;  beyond  a  doubt 
the  Castillian  is  the  original,  as  the  title*page 
copied,  and  the  address  of  the  French  trans- 
lator al  Castillan  in  his  French-Spanish^ 
abundantly  prove.  Barbosa  foolishly  attri- 
butes it  to  Moraes  himself;  it  was  printed 
before  he  was  bom,  or  when  he  was  a  child« 

Anthony  Munday  translated  that  part  of  the 
Romance  first  which  relates  to  Polendos ; 
Mr.  Heber's  copy  of  this  very  scarce  book 
is  lying  before  me. '  The  hoTtourable,  pleasant, 
and  rare  conceited  kistorie  ofPalmendos,$onne 
to  the  famous  and  fortunate  prince  Falmerin 
d'Oliva,  Umperour  of  Constantinople,  and 
the  Queene  of  Tharsus.    Translated  out  of 
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French  bif  A.  M.  one  of  t/ie  meuengers  of  her 
Majesties  Chamber.  Fatereautabstine,  At 
London,  Printed  by  /.  C\  for  Simon  Wa^ 
tersonne,  and  are  to  be  sold  in  Church^yarde 
at  the  signe  of  the  Crown,  1589*/  He  dedi- 
cates it  in  some  Latin  verses  to  Sir  Franci.% 
Drake. 


*  Close  as  this  followed  upon  bis  Palmerin  de  OUva,  he 
found  time  to  publish  between  them  a  thoroughly  worthiest 
book,  of  which  an  unique  copy  is  in  Mr.  Heber*s  possession. 
I  once  bestowed  half  an  hour  upon  its  contents,  and  being 
unique,  it  may  be  worth  while  briefly  to  describe  it. 

The  fanumtf  pleasant  and  variable  Historie  rf  PaVadine  of 
England,  discoursing  of  honourable  Adventures,  rf  knightli^ 
deedes  rf  jfrmes  and  Chivalrie :  enterlaced  lihetoise  with  the 
love  of  sunirie  noble  personageSf  as  thne  and  affection  limited 
their  desires  •  Herefn  is  no  offence  offered  to  the  wise  by  wan- 
ton  ipeeches,  or  encouragement  to  the  loose  bif  lascivious  matter. 
Small  4to.  London,  I58ff. 

Claudius  Colet  of  Champatgne  was  the  author  of  this  miser- 
able Romance,  which  is  utterly  destitute  of  originality,  and 
indeed  of  any  merit  whatever,  except  that  its  geography  is 
respectable.  The  odd  mixture  of  real  and  fantastic  names 
has  an  odd  effect ;  the  Marquesse  of  Villa  Real  and  the 
Countie  of  Marialne  (Marialva)  assort  oddly  with  Don 
Frionell,  Simprinell,  Erinnea  duchesse  of  Rimandria> 
C   3 
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There  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  the 
lady  authoress  wrote  any  thing  more  than 
Palmerin  de  Oliva.  This,  which  is  a  sort  of 
connecting  book  between  that  and  Primaleon, 
is  so  very  feeble  a  fiction,  and  so  infinitely 
inferior  to  what  follows,  that  it  does  not 
seem  to  be  the  work  of  the  same  writer ;  but 
concerning  the  author  of  either  there  is  not 
the  slightest  information  to  be  found.  That 
Anthony,  after  having  written  so  much  of 
Polendos  in  Palmerin  of  England,  should 
thus  misname  him  (i  know  not  whether  the 
blunder  be  his  own,  or  if  he  copies  it  from 
the  French)  is  one  proof  out  of  ten  thousand 
of  the  compleat  carelessness  with  which  his 
manufactory  of  translations  was  carried  on. 

Polendos  is  soon  married  off,  as-  much  to  the 
reader's  content  as  his  own.    The«tory  then 

the  giant  Mozimalde  and  Madime  NoniNirdia  }  thd  non- 
pareille  of  the  book. 

A  Munday  says  he  had  rendered  Palmerin  d'Oltva  and  pro- 
mises Palmendos  and  Primaleon ;  it  is  dedicated  to  Eases, 
whose  patronage  seems^  like  the  rain,  to  have  despeoded 
upon  the  just  and  the  unjust. 
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nsesj  and  'Primaleon  and  his  rival  Don  Bu- 
ardos^  prince  of  England  (afterwards  bis 
brother-in-law)  become  the  heroes  of  a  tale 
which  is  far  more  than  ordinarily  interesting; 
Of  this  I  have  Mr.  Heber^s  copy,  bearing 
title  thus. — The  famous  and  renowned  His^ 
tone  of  Primale67i  of  Greece,  sonne  to  the 
great  and  mightt/  Prince  Palme)  in  d*Oliva, 
Emperour  of  Comtantinople,  describing  his 
knightly  deedes  of  armes;  as  also  the  memO'* 
table  adventures  of  Prince  Edward  of  Eng^ 
land :  and  continuing  the  former  History  of 
PahnendoSf  brother  to  the  fortunate  Prince 
Primaleon,  Sfc.  Translated  out  of  French  and 
Italian  into  English  by  A.  M.  Lo?idon,  1(319. 
There  had  been  a  previous  edition  in  1595, 
and  the  honourable  Histories  of  Palmendos 
and  Primaleon  of  Greece,  sotmes  to  the  fa- 
mous Emperor  Palmerin  d'Oliva  of  Constan- 
tinople, divided  into  vii  several  books  or  parts, 
was  entered  by  John  Charlewood  on  the  9th 
of  January  1588-9. 

It  is  only  in  the  English  version  that  I  have 
re^d  Primaleon;  any  version  however  licen- 
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tious  represents  t]^e  story,  but  in  what  man^ 
ner  Anthony  Munday's  translation^  *  /are  ex- 
ecuted the  reader  win  presently  .9ee.  In 
Primaleon  soipe  chapters,  the  most  import- 
ant to  the  story,  are  omitted.  One  of  An- 
thony's deputy  translators  had  mistook  the 
place  where  he  was  to  begin* 


7. 

^  Thy  gentle   acceptation,"  says  Anthony 
Munday  to  thecourteousreaderof  Primaleon, 

•  They  did  not  escape  censure  in  his  own  time.    These 
Tcrses  are  affixed  to  the  third  part  of  Primaleon. 

Of  the  translation  against  Carper, 

Delicious  phrase,  well  followed  acts  of  glory, 
Mixture  of  love  among  fierce  martial  deeds. 
Which  great  delight  unto  the  reader  breeds. 
Hath  the^inventor  kept  to  adorae  this  story. 

The  same  forme  is  observed  by  the  translater  5 

Primaleon  (sweet  in  French)  keeps  here  like  grace ; 

Checking  that  Foole,  who,  with  a  blushless  &ce, 

To^praise  himself  in  print  will  be  a  prater : 

Peace,  chattering  Py,  be  still  poor  Lazarus  i 

Rich  are  his  gifts,  that  thus  contcnteth  us.  H«C. 
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^  iHtiy  encourage  both  me  and  the  printer  to 
make  addition  of  thefourth  booke^  the  which 
compleateth  the  whole  historic  to  Prince 
Edward  (Don  Duardos)  of  England^  and  that 
of  his  Sonne  Prince  Palmerin,  already  ex- 
tant to  thy  view,  tlmt  so  all  the  severall 
parts  compared  together  and  ordered  as  they 
onght  to  be,  they  will  seeme  as  a  chrono* 
logie  of  so  mahy  famous  men's  lives^  and 
give  thee  commendable  recreation  of  minde^ 
when  weightier  occasions  have  urged  mo- 
lesting perturbations."  Atid  in  the  Epistle 
Dedicatory  of  the  third  part  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Henrie  Ver^,  earl  of  Oxenford, 
!lc.,  he  says,  **  I  proceeded  no  farther  in 
translation  when  these  three  book^  had  their 
prime  impressions ;  for  rumour  talking  of  a 
fourth  booke,  which  (as  then)  by  no  means 
ceakl  be  compassed,  I  remained  contented 
with  these,  and  promised  to  effect  the  other' 
when  it  should  come  to  my  hands;  but  hav* 
lag  that  fourth  booke  now  in  mine  owne 
possession,  with  an  imperfect  portion  of  a 
fift  also,'  upon  your  Honourable  receipt  of 
Iheie  three  Bookes^  and  as  other  employ^ 
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ments  will  spare,  me  l^asure,  they  sbaU  like* 
wise  learne  to  kno^you,  th^,wprt|iy  Patron 
of  the  former."  .    ,  . 

How  Anthony,  having  already.,  published 
Palmerin  of  England  and  now  finished  Pri- 
maleon,  could  have  ^vjpposed  tha^  any  thing 
was  wanting  between  them  to  compleat  and 
connect  the  history^  is  inponceivable.  These 
fourth  and  fifth  books  may  probably  have 
been  the  Chronica  del  muy  vaUente  y  esfor- 
zado  Cavalkro  Platir  hija  del  Emperador 
Primaleon.  Valladqlid^  J5SS.  TheaUthor 
of  Primaleon  dcsigaed  ^Platir  to  succeed  his 
father  in  chivalry,  ^nd  this  Romance,  of 
which  I  know  nothing  more  than  the  title, 
was  written  to  cpntinue  the  series  accord- 
ingly ;  but  Ealnjerin  of  England  superseded 
it.  There  are  some  passages  wherein  Morae% 
seems  to  refer  to  and  recognize  it^  as  a  legi-^ 
tim^e  part  of  the  family^  history* 
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Moraes  himself  says^  that  the  popularity  of 
Prlinaleon  induced  him  to  look  for  the  con-^ 
tinuation;  that  continuatioa  soon  eclipsed 
the  reputation  of  all  the  preceding  parts  of 
the  series.  On  the  merit  of  such  books  the 
authority  of  Cervantes  may  be  appealed  to 
as  the  best :  he  who  had  so  keen  a  percept 
tion  of  thdr  absurdities  would  never  praise 
them  unless  they  deserved  his  praise.  Ama- 
dis  of  Graul  and  Palmerin  of  England  are  the 
only  hbtories  of  chivafary  which  he  spares 
iirom  the  fire  for  their  merits  and  on  the  lat- 
ter he  bestows  the  highest  commendation. 

Both  these  £uiiaus  Romances  are  now  for  the 
first  time  faithfuHy  represented  in  English* 
Moraeshasheenmore  fortunate  thauhisc9un- 
tryman  Lobetnt,  in  having  bis  book  preserved 
as  he  wrote  it.  Its  reputation  is  such  that  a 
Pabnerin  is  sometimes  used  as  synonim^us 
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with  a  romance ;  and  it  is  considered  as  one 
of  the  standard  works   of  the  Portugueze 
language.     In  some  /espeets  Moraes  i§  a 
better  artist  than  Lobeira,  in  others  greatly 
his  inferior.     If  a  Romance  writer^  as  may 
not  unreasonably  be  supposed^  forms  bis 
hero  after  bjs  own  hearty  some  of  the  love 
\^hich  every  reader  feels  for  Amadis  is  due 
to  Lpbeira.    Th^  hero  of  Moraes  is  a  statue 
moulded  after  the  true  heroic   proportions, 
but  he  who  framed  it  had  no  fire  from  heaven 
with  ivhich  to  animate  the  clay.    He  is 
cpurageousy  virtuous^  generous,  to  the  very 
height  of  chivalry,  still  it  is  abstract  gene* 
rgsity,  virtue  and  courage,  with  nothing  ta 
stamp  and  individuaUze  the  possessor.    His 
heroine  is  without  heart  or  character*    I 
have  never  met  with  any  writer  who  held  so 
despicable  an  opinion  of  all  womankind.  He 
had  lived  about  a  court,  and  that  court  a 
French  one;  and  as  he  had.  thus  seen  all  the 
follies  and  vices  of  the  sex  in  full  blossom, 
some  excuse  is  to  be  made  for  him  j— yet  the 
age  seems  to  have  improved  in  ^^temal  de- 
cenqy^  and  be  thinks  it  decorous  to  make 


,y  Google 


xxxvu 

his  princesses  cold  as  ice,  and  never  to  re- 
move the  iron  bars  from  their  windows. 

It  is  amusing  to  observe  the  nakedness  of 
female  vanity  in  all  these  books.  Lobeira 
tinges  it  with  a  little  suspicion  and  a  little 
jealousy,  enough  to  make  Oriana  a  very 
woman;  yet  never  enough  to  make  the 
reader  forget  that  she  U  one  of  the  sweetest 
of  her  sex.  Moraes,  true  to  the  wretched 
opinion  which  he  had  formed  of  womankind, 
combines  it  wiih  envy:  his  heroines  have 
nothing  but  their  beauty  to  recommend 
them,  and  one  is  tempted  to  wish  them  the 
small-pox  as  a  fit  reward  for  all  their  other 
qualities.  It  may  be  well  supposed  that  one 
who  thus  regarded  women  would  be  incapa- 
ble of  describing  love.  His  heroines  are 
without  it,  and  in  his  men  it  is  perfect  idol- 
atry. They  say  their  prayers  to  their  mis- 
tresses before  they  go  into  battle. 

The  battles  in  Amadis  and  Palmerin  are  of 
a  totally  diiferent  character.     Lobeira  was  a 
knight  himself,  and  bore  a  part  in  one  oF 
VOL.  1.  d . 
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the  most  glorious  and  important  victories 
that  ever  any  people  atchieved.  When  he 
4iasa  combat  to  describe,  he  fairly  fights  it ; 
in  this  he  exceeds  all  poets  and  all  roman- 
cers ;  even  Ariosto  and  Tasso  are  far  infe- 
iriorto'hira.  Were  Amadis  to  be  danced 
upon  the  stage,  when  the  performers  came 
to  combat  they  might  follow  every  blow. 
Lobeira  fixes  your  attention  upon  the 
champions..  Moraes,  on  the  contrary,  sets 
every  thing  else  before  your  eyes ;  he  paints 
the  lists  and  the  spectators,  and  enters  into 
the  feelings  both  of  those  who  are  engaged 
and  of  those  who  look  on. 

His  magic  is  not  good.  The  cup  of  tears 
is  a  poor  and  puerile  fiction  compared  with 
the  garland  which  blossoms  out  upon  the 
head  of  Oriana.  It  has  also  this  great  de- 
fect, that  where  so  much  is  done,  there  is 
no  reason  why  more  should  not.  When  the 
plank  cracks  under  Palmerin  there  is  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  break  ;  he  has  no 
spell  to  save  him,  no  countermagic  is  at 
work,  and  fatalism  is  not  the  creed  of  the 
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fable.  In  all  the  love-lamentations  there  i* 
A  sort  of  pastoral  whine,  which  perhaps  led 
the  way  to  the  pastoral  romance  ;  here  also 
the  author  falls  short  of  Lobeira, — when  £1 
Patin  and  Bruneo  of  Bonamar  are  over- 
heard soliloquizing  in  the  woods,  the  situa- 
ations  are  highly  interesting,  and  lead  to 
something.  Neither  has  Moraes  the  wit  of 
his  great  predecessor :  old  Macandan  jests 
better  than  the  damsel  of  Thrace. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  his  characters  speak 
with  a  courtliness  and  propriety,  of  which 
there  is  perbaps  no  other  example  in  ro- 
mance. If  he  has  not  succeeded  in  his  per- 
fect knight,  he  has  in  his  perfect  emperor. 
Florian  is  always  admirably  supported ;  he  is 
a  more  prominent  personage  than  Galaor ; 
but  Lobeira  had  made  libertinism  only  a 
subordinate  feature  of  Galaor,  that  which 
stands  foremost  is  his  high  sense  of  chival- 
rous honour.  Florian  has  his  wit,  his  oood- 
humour,  and  his  courage  to  excuse  him, — • 
these  are  not  suiHcient,  and  he  is  never 
respected  by  the  reader  as  Galaor  is ;  what 
d  2 
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is  excused  in  i\ie  one  as  a  weakness,  is  con- 
demned in  the  other  as  a  vice.  This  is  un- 
fortunately managed,  for  as  he  is  the  cause 
of  the  final  war,  his  character  should  have 
been  clearer : — had  Targiana  been  the  sister 
instead  of  the  wife  of  Albayzar,  it  would 
have  been  felt  that  the  Turks  were  in  the 
right,  and  as  it  is  they  are  not  so  manifestly 
in  the  wrong  as  the  author  should  have  made 
them.  Albayzar  and  Miraguarda  are  both 
dramatically  conceived;  the  adventures  at 
the  castle  of  the  latter  give  a  coherence  and 
unity  to  the  story  of  the  second  part,  which 
the  reader  hardly  expects  till  he  discovers  it. 
I  know  no  romance  and  no  epic  in  which 
suspence  concerning  the  conclusion  is  so 
successfully  kept  up. 


The  family  history  of  the  Palmerins  has 
been  twice  continued  in  Portugueze  from 
the  point  to  which  Moraes  brings  it.  Biogo 
Fernandez  de  Lisboa  added  the  third  and 
fourth  parts,   Lisbon  1604,  and  Balthazar 


,y  Google 


xli 

Gonzalez  Lobato  a  fifth  and  sixth,  I  have 
never  been  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with 
either.  The  former  is  greatly  esteemed, 
and  has  I  believe  been  translated,  doubt- 
less through  the  usual  French  medium,  by 
Anthony  Munday  and  his  associates. 

As  the  two  preceding  Romances  of  this  fa- 
mily are  in  Castillian,  and  the  two  succeed- 
ing in  Portugueze  (languages  as  nearly  akic 
as  EngUsh  and  Scotch)  a  presumptive  proot 
is  afforded  that  the  intermediate  one  is  the 
growth  of  the  same  peninsula. 

10. 
The  old  collection  entitled   fVitt's  Recrea-' 
tiotis^,  has  this  epitaph  on  M.  Munday. 

Hallowed  be  the  Sabbath, 
And  tare  well  all  worldly  pelfe : 
The  weeke  begins  on  Tuesday 
For  Munday  hath  i  ang'd  himself. 


•  Containing   630  Epigrams,    i6o    Epitaphs,  variety  of 
Fancies  and  Fantasticks*    Good  for  melancholy  humours, 
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Whether  it  was  old  Anthony  who  occasioned 
this  confusion  in  the  days  of  the  week  I 
know  not ;  but  if  he  had  hanged  himself 
before  he  translated  Palmerin  of  England, 
he  would  have  saved  me  a  great  deal  of  la- 
bour, of  which  I  had  no  expectation  when 
I  began  to  revise  his  version.     He  began  it 
with  some  care,  but  he  soon  resigned  the 
task  to  others  less  qualified  than  himself; 
for  certain  it  is,  that  at  least  three-fourths 
of  the  book  were  translated  by  one  who  nei- 
ther understood  French,  nor  English,  nor 
the  stoiy  which  he  was   translating.     For 
instance,    damsel  is   used    continually    for 
damey  where  the  difference  is  precisely  that 
between  maid  and  matron:  and  nephew  and 
niece  are  as  constantly  used  instead  of  grand- 
son and  grand-daughter.     Spear  is  always 
used  for  sphere;  which  occurs  often  as  a  de- 
vice, to  a  Portugueze  a  familiar  one,  having 
been  that  of  their  great  king  Emanuel  — 
Printing  had  no  sooner  been  invented  tharf 
authorship  became  a  trade — Martin  Luther 
speaks  of  the  price  per  sheet  in  his  days, — 
and  this  Palmerin  is  decisive  proof  either 
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that  Anthony  Munday  sold  his  name  to  the 
booksellers,  or  had  established  a  manufac- 
tory of  translations  himself,  and  set  his  mark 
upon  what  was  produced  in  it,  as  being  well 
known  in  the  market.  This  will  account  for 
the  rapidity  with  which  his  publications  suc- 
ceeded each  other. 

These  faults  are  not  the  worst.  The  manner 
in  which  the  story  is  debased,  flattened,  and 
vulgarised  as  soon  as  it  was  left  to  the  jour- 
neymen to  proceed  with,  is  perhaps  unex- 
ampled. All  the  pictures  of  the  original  are 
blotted  our,  and,  literally  and  strictly  speak- 
ing, every  beauty  of  every  kind  totally 
destroyed.  Sometimes,  by  way  of  making 
amends  for  what  has  been  expunged,  a  little 
is  added :  in  one  place  Palmerin  is  repre- 
sented after  he  has  killed  a  giant,  as  cutting 
his  legs  off,  and  hammering  him  about  the 
head  with  the  hilt  of  his  sword  till  he  has 
beaten  out  the  teeth  and  the  eyes !  Wher- 
ever this  old  translation  represents  the  ori- 
ginal, and  wherever  it  is  not  worse,  it  is 
preserved ;  but  every  picture  and  every  trait 
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of  costume,  however  minute>  is  restored^ 
and  considerably  more  than  half  the  book 
is  re-translated*  Whatever  discrepancy  of 
style  may  be  perceived  in  consequence,  is 
far  less  than  will  be  found  in  the  old  copies. 
The  edition  by  which  it  is  corrected  is  the 
last  Lisbon  one,  and  the  parts  and  chapters 
are  divided  in  conformity  to  it* 

11* 

It  is  perhaps  because  these  Spanish  histonei 
of  chivalry  were  so  villainously  rendered 
that  they  produced  so  little  effect  upon  our 
literature ;  for  the  French  Romances  (by 
which  term  I  mean  those  of  the  school  of 
Calprenade)  and  which  were  better  trans- 
lated, became  the  great  store-house  of  our 
middle  dramatists.  I  will  however  mention 
here  one  remarkable  exception.  One  of 
the  Spanish  Romances  has  had  the  singu- 
lar fortune  to  be  imiiated  by  the  three  great- 
est writers  of  Elizabeth's  age.  In  Amadis 
of  Greece  may  be  found  the  Zelmane  of  the 
Arcadia,  the  Masque  of  Cupid  of  the  Faery 
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Queen,  and  the  Florizel  of  the  Winter's 
Tale.  These  resemblances  are  not  imagi- 
nary (Florizel  indeed  is  there  with  the  same 
name) — any  person  who  will  examine  will 
be  convinced  beyond  a  doubt  that  Sidney, 
Spenser,  and  Shakespere,  each  of  them  imi- 
tated this  book, — was  ever  book  honoured 
by  three  such  imitators! — other  parts  of  the 
same  romance  have  been  Copied  in  the  Spa- 
nish poem  of  Bernardo  del  Carpio,  a  con- 
tinuation of  Ariosto,  by  Agustin  Alonso, 
(a  book  which  Nicolas  Antonio  had  never 
seen,  but  a  copy  of  which  is,  in  phrase 
Bibliographical,  penes  me,)  and  in  the 
Amadigi  of  the  eider  Tasso. 
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THE 

FIRST    PART 

OP  THE  NO   LESS  KABE   THAN    EXCELLENT   AND 

STATELY    HISTORY    OF   THE   FAMOUS 

AND   FORTUNATE   PRINCE 

PALMEniN  OF  ENGLAND; 

DECLARING 
THE  BIRTH  OF  HIM  AND  OF  PRINCE 

FLORIAN  OF  THE  DESHRTy 

HIS    BROTHER, 
IN    THE    FOREST    OF    GREAT    BI^ITAIN. 

THE  COURSE  OF  THEIR  LIVES  AFTERWARD,  IN 

PURSUING    KNIGHTLY    ADVENTURES, 

AND    DOING    INCOMPARABLE 

DEEDS   OF   CHIVALRY. 

Wherein  Gentlemen  may  find  choice  af  sweet 

Inventions,  and  Gentlewomen  be  satisfied 

in  Courtly  Expectations. 

Translated  out  of  French  by  A.  M.  one  of  the 
Messengers  of  Her  Majest/s  Chamber. 

Patere  cut  abstine 
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"  To  the  Right  Worshipful  and  his  approved 
good  Fiiendy  Mr.  Francis  Young,  of  Brent* 
FellarUy  in  the  County  of  Hertford,  Esq. 
and  to  the  most  kind  Gentlewoman  Mrs. 
Susan  Young,  his  loving  Wife,  and  my 
Mistress,  as  much  happiness  wisheth,  as 
their  own  hearts  can  desire. 

'^  Should  I,  (Right  Worshipful,)  as  flatterers 
are  wont  to  do,  set  down  a  catalogue  of  your 
commendations,  and  enter  into  a  labyrinth 
of  love  toward  you,  I  know  your  wit  is  so 
good,  that  you  would  quickly  espy  it ;  and 
I  confess  mine  own  nature  such,  as  I  heartily 
hate.     My  present  purpose  then  at  this  time, 
is  neither  to  rehearse  your  many  kind  fa» 
vours,  which  I  know  you  rather  love  pri- 
vately to  enlarge,  than  listen  publickly  to 
hear  laid  open,  nor  report  mine  own  un- 
thankfulness^  which  I  am  sorry  hath  been 
so  much,  yet  you  will  forget,  although  it 
were  far  more :  but  as  a  dutiful  remembrance 
ofboththese^  though  not  able  to  be  sha- 
dowed in  one  subject,  yet  sufficient  (in  your 
conceits  I  know)  being  but  in  part  acknow-  > 
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ledged,  I  send  jou  this  honourable  History 
of  Prince  Palmerin  of  England^  which  cost 
ine  no  more  pains  in  writings  than  I  hope  it 
will  be  pleasing  to  you  in  reading. 

*'  Thi?  first  part  is  but  to  relish  your  taste, 
how  ye  can  like  of  such  worthy  knights  loves 
and  memorable  adventures,  whereof  at  my 
last  being  with  you  in  the  country,  I  saw  ye 
use  no  mislike.  Then  finding  such  gentle 
entertainment^  as  I  make  no  question  of» 
the  second  part  shall  be  with  you  verj 
speedily  after. 

*'  So  committing  your  worship,  and  my  sweet 
mistress  your  wife,  to  the  heavenly  pro- 
tection, I  remain  yours  to  my  uttermost, 

''  A.  Munduyr 

^*  To  the  Ladies  atid  Gentlewomen  of  England 
the  Author  wisheth  such  a  courteous  moder^ 
ation  in  judgment,  that  his  labours  be  not 
hastily  reproached,  nor  hatefully  received. 

'^  Among  the  best  choice  of  tlowers,  fair  la- 
dies, all  are  not  sweet:  where  is  most  variety 
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'  of  medicines,  some  are  not  sovereign :  so 
amoiigdt  all  thie  conceits  you  shall  find  in 
this  book,  all  are  not  pithy,  though  the  most 
pretty.  When  the  lion  roareth,  the  lamb 
trembleth;  when  the  captain  taketh  his  lance, 
the  coward  feareth  his  life;  even  so,  the 
bravery  of  the  learned  is  so  great  a  blemish 
to  him  that  hath  little,  that  he  feareth 
to  proceed,  not  daring  to  step  a  foot  without 
a  pardon.  Such  are  the  ingenious  inven- 
tions (right  noble  minded  and  courteous  la- 
dies) so  plentifully  sent  to  your  perusing, 
that  (were  it  not  the  bountiful  respect  of 
your  gentle  judgment  did  assure  me  to  taste 
of  your  friendly  favour)  I  should  convert  my 
studies  into  so  great  despair,  as  the  very 
thought  were  suflicient  to  kill  him  that  dieth 
every  hour,  fearing  to  displease.  But  as 
mercy  doth  alway  accompany  your  noble 
sex,  and  mildness  repress  any  cholerick 
chance,  so  know  I>  that  rigour  cannot  dwell 
where  is  no  desire  of  revenge,  but  as  all  men 
are  faulty,  1  shall  be  forgiven  for  company. 

''  A.  M.^ 
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In  the  former  editions  the  parts  are  divided 
after  chapter  98,  so  as  to  make  them  of 
equal  lengthy  without  regard  to  the  natural 
division  of  the  story.  To  the  first  part  this 
postcript  is  added: 

^^  Thus  Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  the  first 
pgfrt  of  our  Enghsh  Princes  labours,  wherein 
if  you  find  the  translation  altered,  or  the 
true  sense  in  some  place  of  a  matter  impaired, 
let  this  excuse  answer  his  default  in  that  case* 
A  work  so  large,  is  sufficient  to  tire  so  sim- 
ple a  workman  as  himself :  and  beside,  the 
Printer  may  in  some  place  let  an  error  es- 
cape. So  between  these  two  reasons,  let 
the  author  pass  uncontrouled,  which  will 
hasten  him  the  sooner  to  send  you  the  se- 
cond part :  wherein  he  dare  promise  you 
such  plentiful  variety  of  choice  conceits,  as 
cannot  be  so  long  expected,  as  they  will  be 
thought  worthy  of  a  welcome.  Meanwhile, 
he  reposeth  himself  on  your  wonted  cour- 
tesies :  desiring  to  hear  nothing  that  may 
disliearten  him  from  his  intent,  or  hinder 
you  from  the  end  of  so  brave  a  history. 
^^  Anthony  Munday. 
^^  Patere  aut  abstineJ^ 
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Epistle  Dedicatory  to  the  SeconI)  PARt. 

*'  To  the  Right  Worshipful  Mr,  Francis  Youngs 
of  Brent'Pellam,  in  the  County  of  Hert^ 
fordy  Esquire,  and  to  the  most  kind  Gen- 
tlewomany  Mrs.  Susan  Young,  his  loving 
Wife,  and  my  Mistress ;  as  much  happiness 
wisheth,  as  their  own  hearts  can  desire, 

''  Right  Worshipful, 
"  Alphonsus  king  of  Naples,  renowned  in 
sundry  volumes  of  antiquity  for  his  wis- 
dom, bounty,  and  affability  of  nature, 
lying  very  sick  in  the  city  of  Capua, 
having  tried  the  very  utmost  cunning  his 
physicians  could  use  on  him,  yet  all  would 
not  help  to  recover  his  health ;  deter- 
mined with  himself  to  take  no  more  medr- 
cines ; .  but  for  his  recreation  caused  the 
$tory  of  Qumtm  Curtim  (concerning  the 
deeds  of  Alexander  the  Great)  to  be  read 
before  him,  at  the  hearing  whereof  he  con- 
ceived such  wonderful  pleasure,  as  nature 
gathered  strength  by  it,  and  chased  away 
the  frowardness  of  liis  disease. 
e  3 
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^'  Whereupon  in  some  sort,  having  soon  re- 
covered his  health,  he  discharged  his  phy- 
sicians with  these  words :  Feast  me  no  more 
with  Galen  and  Hippocrates^  sith  all  their 
skill  could  not  assuage  my  sickness ;  but  well- 
fare  Quintius  Curtius,  that  did  so  soon  lielp 
me  to  my  health. 

'^  By  this  example  may  be  gathered  (Right 
Worshipful)  how  necessary  it  is  (oftentimes) 
to  read  histories,  which  in  the  judgment  of 
the  wise,  are  esteemed  as  healthful  to  the 
mind,  as  physic  is  accounted  wholesome  for 
the  body;  yea,  oftentimes  more,  for  that 
the  sudden  inward  conceit  of  delight  (where- 
with histories  are  plentifully  enriched)  may 
sooner  break  and  qualify  the  extremity  of 
a  painful  disease,  than  the  long  and  labour"* 
some  applying  of  physical  receipts.  Yet, 
not  to  condemn  the  one  nor  extol  the  other 
more  than  it  deserveth,  I  allow  of  both  very 
well :  but  I  must  needs  thus  confess  with 
Aristotle,  that  history  is  the  school-mistress 
of  Priaces,  and  the  only  trumpet  that 
,soundeth  in  the  ears  of  all  noble  person- 
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ages,  the  famous  deeds  of  their  worthy  pro- 
genitors. 

"  Plato  likewise  affirmeth,  that  the  name  of 
history  was  given  to  this  end,  that  hy  re- 
cording matters  of  antiquity,  our  fleeting 
memories  might  be  stayed,  that  otherwise 
would  soon  be  lost  and  retain  little. 

"  Seeing  then,  that  histories  carry  such  credit 
among  the  learned  sort,  and  have  not  been 
a  little  esteemed  of  both  emperors,  kings, 
and  famous  potentates:  as  a  testimony  of 
my  unfeigned  jafTection,  and  duty  to  your 
worship,  I  oJSTer  you  the  second  part  of  this 
excellent  and  famous  history,  which  how 
bad  the  rude  translation  thereof  may  seem 
to  dainty  ears,  I  know ;  but  how  singular 
it  is  of  itself,  no  better  description  than  the 
reading  over  can  be  made. 

*'  I  presume  therefore.  Master  Young,  as  the 
Romans  did,   who  were  wont  to  place  the 
pictures  of  their  special  friends  at  the  very  > 
entrance  into  their  stately  palaces,  thereby 
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to  declare  their  zealous  and  unspotted  affec- 
tion to  them.  In  like  manner  have  I  stampt 
your  worship's  name  in  the  face  of  this  his- 
tory, as  well  to  countenance  the  book  with 
such  a  worshipful  personage,  as  to  credit 
myself  with  your  wonted  and  favourable 
good  liking:  Fori  account  myself  and  my 
labours  free  from  the  reproach  of  wounding 
tongues^  being  allowed  but  the  least  moiety 
of  your  gentle  judgment.  It  shall  be  need- 
less for  me  to  wade  into  tedious  circum* 
'  stances,  when  to  the  wise  and  learned,  a 
word  is  sufficient.  Ther€&ee  Palmerin  re- 
poseth  himself  on  your  kind  conceit,  and 
wisheth  sqch  happy  continuance  to  you, 
your  wife,  my  gentle  mistress,  and  whole 
issue,  as  the  world  being  partaker  of  your 
virtues,  myself  acquainted  with  your  favour- 
able opinion,  and  my  book  defended  by  your 
worthy  self,  you  may  remain,  as  in  years, 
so  in  happiness :  and  the  longer  your  course, 
the  larger  your  comfort* 
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PIRST    PART 

or   THE    no    LISS    RAKE    THAN     EXCET.LF.NT    AM) 

STATELY    HISTORY    OF   THE    FAMOlJJ* 

AND   FORTUNATE   PRINCE 

PALMERIN  OF  ENGLAND. 


CHAPTER  I. 


After  that  Don  Duardos,  son  to  the  aged 
Fadrique  king  of  England,  had  finished  his 
long  desired  marriage  with  Flerida,  daughter 
to  the  renowned  Palmerin  de  Oliva,  emperoi' 
of  Constantinople,  (not  only  to  his  own  good 
liking  but  also  to  the  content  of  his  frienc^^ 
and  familiars)  he  took  his  voyage  from  the 
empire  of  Qreece  (as  it  is  at  large  mentioiaei 
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in  the  book  entitled  Primaleon  of  Greece) 
toward  the  realm  of  England,  accompanied 
Dirith  the  princess  Flerida,  his  espoused  lady, 
beside  a  train  meet  to  attend  on  so  puissant 
a  person*  Being  arrived  at  the  English 
court,  to  the  no  little  joy  of  the  knight'3 
father,  and  great  delight  to  his  kinsfolk  and 
friends,  they  were  welcomed  as  beseemed 
their  royal  estates,  and  joyfully  received  to 
their  hearts'  content.  It  chanced  in  short 
space  after,  the  princess  Flerida  waxed  great 
with  child;  a  thing  of  no  small  comfort  to 
the  aged  king,  nor  of  little  pleasure  to  the 
young  prince. 

Now  is  the  tediousness  of  their  travail,  the 
wearisome  labour  of  their  long  journey,  cleaa 
•cast  out  of  remembrance  as  of  no  account, 
and  the  joyful  prince  Don  Duardos,  (being 
still  as  dearly  enamoured  of  her  as  he  had 
been  in  those  days  when  he  called  himself 
Julian*)  devise th  each  dainty  delight,  and 


*  This  passage  is  so  strangely  mistranslated  by  Anthony 
Miiaday,  that  it  ia  evident  he  was  at  that  time  unacquainted 
with  the  Romanic  to  which  it  alludes.    By  oxxtitting  on^ 
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each  gallant  attempt^  that  either  might  pro* 
cure  the  princesg  to  pleasure,  or  by  any 
means  give  her  occasion  of  pastime.  And 
for  because  the  pinching  pangs^  which  always 
frequenteth  one  in  her  case^  might  either 
cause  doubt  of  her  good  delivery,  or  danger 
in*her  well  doing,  (her  person  being  some<> 
what  overcharged  with  sickness)  the  young 
prince  was  as  careful  in  preventing  such  ill 
chance,  as  circumspect  in  providing  to  shun 
any  such  change.  Leaving  the  court,  he 
walked  with  her  into  the  forest,  where  the 
king  his  father  had  a  royal  palace:  for  that 
he  supposed  the  sight  of  the  spreading  trees, 
and  pleasant  passages  through  the  grassy 
groves,  would  be  an  occasion  of  the  immind- 
ing  her  former  fits,  and  drive  out  of  memory 
die  sudden  assaults  that  VfetQ  incident  unto 
her  feeble  nature. 


ptnsraphyand  akering  another,  it  has  been  made  consistent 
and  intelligible.  Under  the  name  of  Julian,  Don  Duardot 
worked  as  a  gardener  in  the  gardens  of  the  emperor  of  Con- 
ttaBtiiiople»  and  won  the  love  of  his  daughter  Flerida.-* 
frimaUon^  Part  %. 
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The  princess  Flerida,  perceiving  the  courte-^ 
ous  care  and  diligent  endeavour  that  her 
royal  ?pouse  Don  Duardos  used  for  her 
greater  delight^  so  lovingly  labouring  to 
avoid  that  motion^  that  either  might  seem 
to  her  perjjon  displeasant^  or  by  any  sinister 
means  to  make  shew  of  her  disprofit^  desired 
him  to  appoint  such  provision  for  her,  that 
there  she  might  discharge  her  heavy  bur- 
then, and  not  to  depart  before  she  saw  the 
fruits  of  her  labours.  To  which  reasonable 
request,  tlie  prince  right  courteously  con- 
sented, l>eing  ri^ht  glad  to  fulfil  that  occa- 
fiion  that  might  be  to  her  content ;  and  for 
that  cause  as  yet  he  refused  the  governing 
of  the  kingdom,  appointing  the  whole  affSsin 
thereof  to  the  wise  discretion  of  king  Fa* 
l'ijq.ue  hi3  father,  until  such  time  as  he  saw 
the  princess  in  better  estate  of  her  health* 
But  fortune,  who  till  now  had  favoured  him 
in  all  things,  either  wearied  with,  or  repent- 
ing of  so  many  bounties  as  she  had  shown 
him,  now  to  use  her  accustomed  and  natural 
office,  turned  the  wheel,  causing  him  to  know 
that,  though  she  had  holpen  him  long  she 
was  minded  to  hurl  him  down  at  last.    Thus 
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it  befel^  that  Don  Daardos  going  ont  one 
iky  to  hunt  in  the  desert^  which  lay  from 
thence  about  four  leagues  off  towards  the 
sea,  took  with  him  Fierida  and  her  ladies, 
and  ordered  their  tents  to  be  pitched  in  a 
green  meadow  beside  a  brook^  which  with 
its  clear  running  waters  might  have  glad- 
dened hearts  not  disposed  to  gladness.    On 
a  sudden  the  cry  of  huntsmen  was  heard  in 
a  thicket  of  trees  near  adjoining ;  to  see 
what  it  might  be  the  prince  mounted  on 
horseback^  and  rode  to  the  place,  where 
casting  his  eyes  aside,  he  espied  a  wild  and 
mighty  boar^  which  sight  the  prince  was  not 
a  little  glad  of,  but  with  divers  of  his  noble 
lords  made  present  pursuit  after.  Don  Duar- 
dos  still  rid  after  the  game,  that  the  other 
had  quite  lost  the  sight  of  him,  which  they 
sought  again  to  recover,  but  all  was  in  vain ; 
for  that  boar,  not  being  natural  but  a  &n«* 
tastic  shape,  the  one  who  formed  knew  how 
to  guide  it  at  will,  so  that  the  day  being 
clean  spent,  and  waxing  somewhat  dark^ 
caused  them  to  give  over  the  pursuits 

The  strayed  prince  being  thus  aUured  by  for- 
B  3 
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tone,  affecteth  his  game  with  such  great  de. 
light,  that  he  never  minded  the  princesg'a 
distress,  but  gave  himself  wholly  to  his  pre- 
sent pastime,  not  fearing  nor  foreseeing 
what  might  be  the  peril.  His  steed  with 
tediousness  of  travail,  waxeth  weary  in  his 
limbs,  which  caused  the  prince  to  stay  and 
alight ;  for  the  darksomeness  of  the  night 
had  lost  his  game,  and  the  fainting  of  hi& 
horse  required  to  have  rest.  Don  Duardoa 
unbridled  the  horse  and  let  him  feed,  and 
resting  himself  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  began 
at  last  to  call  to  mind  the  desolate  estate  of 
the  princess  Flerida,  and  the  grief  his  lords 
would  conceive  for  want  of  his  company, 
fain  he  would  have  slept,  but  could  not,  for 
still  the  doubts  that  assailed  his  mind,  one 
M  hile  for  the  princess,  another  while  for  the 
peers,  first  to  think  how  his  absence  would 
clause  her  to  judge  somewl\at  of  his  unkind 
dealing,  then  how  his  lords  would  stand  in 
fear  of  his  danger :  these,  and  a  thousand 
more  tristful  terrors^  withheld  him  from  re- 
ceiving that  sweet  rest  he  gladly  looked  far. 
Alas !  (thought  he)  how  hard  is  his  hap  to 
M  horn  fortune  is  adverse  !  how  contrary  hit 
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good  kick  that  awaiteth  her  liberality !  The 
one  is  a  thing  ever  to  be  doubted^  and  the 
other  ought  at  no  time  to  be  desired.  The 
Qight  is  spent  in  these  and  such  like  cogita- 
tionsj  and  at  the  appearance  of  the  day^  his 
eyes  began  to  wax  heavy^  as  commonly  it 
bappeaeth  unto  tbose^  whom  conceived  sor- 
row denieth  the  required  rest;  at  last  very 
grief  of  itself  constraineth  them  to  slumber. 

This  careful  prince^  having  obtained*  such 
quietness  as  the  extremity  of  his  pain  would 
permit  bim^  stretching  forth  his  arms,  call-< 
eth  again  into  question  the  reckless  regard 
he  had  of  him^lf,  go  lightly  to  leave  his 
lady,  and  so  ungqntly  to  forsdce  his  com- 
pany, which  although  it  happened  against 
his  will,  he  judged  they  would  not  accept  it 
so  in  worth.  Then  n^ountiqg  'upon  horse- 
back, rode  on  to  find  his  company,  so  un^- 
visedly  lost;  but  fortune  still  denying  his 
pretended  purpose,  by  how  much  he  esteem- 
ed himself  near  to  his  comfort,  by  so  much 
the  further  off  she  set  him  to  the  contrarj^ ; 
y^t  hasting  on  in  hope,  at  last  he  arrived  in 
a  great  grove  of  trees^  the  thickness  and 
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height  whereof,  caused  hhn  to  fall  into  ad« 
miration  with  himself. 

Through  this  grove  ran  a  fahr  and  clear  river^ 
so  deep  that  in  no  part  could  it  be  forded^ 
and  so  clear  that  whosoever  walked  on  its 
banks  might  count  the  white  stones  at  the 
bottom  :  the  sight  hereof  somewhat  assuaged 
the  eagerness  of  his  grief;  likewise  ike  even- 
ing was  ealm,  and  the  pleasant  rattling  of  the 
green  leaves,  with  the  melodious  harmony  of 
the  pretty  chirping  birds,  caused  him  to  re* 
member  the  gladsome  time,  iiiHberein  he  spent 
his  labour  to  gain  his  best  beloved,  in  the  gar* 
^  dens*  of  the  emperor  Paknerin,  where  first 
he  named  himself.  Julian,  lliese  reooUec- 
tions  renewed  his  regret,  and  he  went  along 
the  river  in  such  absent  mood  that  he  had 
neither  eyes  to  enjoy  the  contentment  of 
that  valley,  nor  forethought  to  fear  the  dan- 
ger wherein  he  then  stood ;  but  giving  the. 


•  l>uring  the  wars,  tay  the  ibnner  editions i— Another 
proof  that  A.  Monday;  and  perhaps  the  translator  whom  he 
followed,  was  not  sufficiendy  read  in  this  true  history. 
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reins  to  his  borse^  guided  him  unto  that  place 
which  fortune  had  decreed.  In  this  manner 
he  came  to  the  foot  of  a  tower  which  was 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  river  upon  a  ' 
ffCBl  bridge^  rarely  edified  and  strongs  fair 
also  to  behold^  and  of  such  semblance  that 
the  perils  which  were  within  might  well  be 
doubted.  It  was  surrounded  with  tall  pop- 
lars^ which  rose  so  thickly  from  the  bed  of 
the  river,  that  they  well  nigh  hid  the  tower 
from  any  who  "should  look  through  them. 
The  entrance  on  either  side  was  by  the 
bridge,  the  which  was  so  large  and  spaciou9 
that  four  knights  might  easily  have  combated 
thereon.  Don  Duardos  recovering  from  his 
forgetful  mood,  and  seeing  the  novelty  of 
this  castle,  and  the  strength  thereof,  beat 
upon  the  rings  of  iron  which  were  in  the 
gate.  It  was  not  long  before  a  man  appear* 
ed  upon  the  battlements,  who  seeing  him 
unarmed,  opened  unto  him ;  of  him  he  de- 
sired to  know  whose  that  dwelling  was,  to 
which  the  porter  made  answer  that  he  should 
Jcnow  above.  But  as  his  heart  never  feared 
■dangers  before  he  saw  themj  he  fearlessly 
entered  the  court  yard,  and  from  theuce 
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ascended  into  a  hall^  where  he  was  received 
by  a  lady,  whose  presence  represented  her 
to  be  a  person  of  worth,  being  of  appear- 
auice  and  authority  which  bound  every  man 
to  treat  her  with  more  respect  than  her 
works  merited.  She  was  accompanied  with 
dames  and  damsels,  and  in  this  guise  came 
forward  to  welcome  him  with  such  cheer,  as 
the  pleasure  which  she  felt  at  having  him  in 
her  power  enabled  her  to  show,  Don  Duar- 
dos,  after  making  to  her  the  Courtesy  which 
seemed  her  due,  said  to  her.  Lady,  I  am  so 
dismayed  at  what  I  ^ee  here,  that  I  would 
fain  know  who  you  are,  and  whose  is  this 
castle  so  hidden  from  all,  yet  such  that  it 
should  be  hidden  from  none.  The  lady  toofe 
him  by  the  hand  and  led  him  to  a  window 
which  hung  over  the  river,  and  then  made 
answer.  Both  this  castle  and  the  governor 
thereof,  resteth  at  your  command  to  what 
you  shall  desire,  and  if  it  shall  like  you  to 
accept  of  one  night*s  lodging  here,  not  for 
the  good  cheer  you  shall  find,  but  for  your 
good  company  which  we  fancy,  you  shall  be^ 
resolved  in  every  doubt,  and  to-morrow,  or 
when  you  please,  you  may  depart*    Dott 
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jkardos  perceiving  her' courteous  offer, 
thought  it  stood  with  his  honour  to  accept 
it,  and  against  his  honesty  to  refuse  it ;  and 
while  they  were  using  the  time  in  these  and 
such  Uke  familiar  speeches^  the  tables  were 
coTered^and  every  thing  provided  to  a  brave 
and  sumptuous  banquet^  which  in  cost  ex* 
ceeded,  and  in  ddicate  &re  surpassed ;  that 
in  the  king  his  father's  courts  he  could  not 
be  more  gallantly  served. 

Their  banquet  finished  and  the  tables  with- 
drawn^ courtesy  on  all  sides  artificially  offer- 
ed,  he  was  conducted  into  a  notable  fair 
chamber^  the  sumptuousness  whereof  sur- 
passed ;  where  preparing  him  to  bed-ward, 
he  conveyed  his  good  sword  under  his  pil- 
low ;  which  sword*  was  of  such  great  virtue, 
that  while  it  was  about  him  n9  enchantment 
could  prevail,  or  by  any  means  annoy  him. 
Being  in  bed^  he  called  to  mind  the  great 


*  This  sword  Don  Duardos  won  m  a  great  adventure.  Pri-- 
m^eon^  P.I.  C.  I9f  its  Yiftttc  it  of  signal  use  throughout  that 
Romance, 
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distance  of  place  between  his  beloved  Fie- 
rida  and  his  sorrowful  self;  but  at  length 
convinced  with  heaviness  of  sleep,  for  that 
the  night  before  he  enjoyed  no  rest,  turned 
him  to  the  wall,  to  receive  the  charge  which 
was  toward  him.  The  lady  of  the  castle 
being  marvellously  skilled  in  magic,  and 
knowing  by  her  art  that  the  prince  was 
sound  asleep,  sent  a  damsel  to  his  chamber 
to  steal  away  his  sword,  which  while  he  had, 
she  could  not  accomplish  her  desire. 

The  damsel  in  all  respects  fulfilled  her  lady's 
mind,  and  having  brought  it  to  her,  she 
commanded  her  to  go  unto  her  nephew 
Dramuziando,  and  desire  him  with  all  speed 
to  haste  him  thither,  for  now  he  may  take 
severe  revengement  on  the  prince  Don  Da- 
ardos,  for  the  death  of  his  father,  he  being 
grandson  and  son-in-law  to  those  who  slew 
him.  The  damsel  went  speedily  and  did  her 
message,  returning  with  the  young  giant 
whom  the  lady  sent  for;  who  having  under^ 
stood  the  full  mind  of  his  aunt,  entered  the 
chamber  of  Don  Duardos,  where  taking  the 
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nrord  of  the  prince  in  his  hand^  he  brake 
forth  into  these  speeches : 

Sometiikie  thou  didst  remain  in  the  service 
of  a  man  no  less  famous  than  fortunate^  who 
little  knows  now  that  thou  art  in  my  keep- 
mg ;  but  since  my  hap  hath  been  so  good 
to  gain  thee^  I  dare  avouch  to  make  thee 
more  redoubted^  homaged,  and  esteemed^ 
than  when  thy  lord  Don  Duardos  did  gird 
thee  about  him ;  so  putting  it  up  again  into 
&e  sheath^  he  approached  unto  the  bed>  and 
i^ake  in  this  order.  Don  Duardos^  awake! 
hard  was  thy  hap  to  light  in  my  hands^  and 
iiroward  thy  fortune  to  approach  thb  place ! 
bid  now  adieu  thy  former  delight^  and  con- 
tent thyself  to  live  in  endless  dolor ;  the 
court  of  England  was  sometime  thy  plea- 
sure^ but  now  this  castle  of  mine  must  be 
thy  prison ;  all  the  youthful  affections^whicb 
were  wont  to  be  thy  solace^  thou  must  for- 
sake^ and  pass  the  remainder  of  thy  days 
in  sorrow.  I  rue  thy  case^  but  can  give, 
thee  no  comfprt;  I  sorrow  to  think  on  thy; 
misery^  aud  can  give  thee  no  remedy :  blood 
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will  have  blood  again^  and  croehj  will  hav« 
the  like  reward. 

The  prince  hearing  the  giant  use  soch  words 
of  fiiry,  put  up  his  hand^  where  he  thought 
to  find  his  sword;  but  failing  of  his  purpose^ 
he  presently  said^  Certes^  I  now  believe  that 
in  the  fairest  appei^ance  there  lies  the 
greatest  falsehood.  Don  Duardos^  replied 
the  ^ant^  the  vengeance  which  I  desire  to 
take  upon  thy  race  is  so  cruel  that  it  will 
not  be  satisfied  with  thee  alone.  More  I 
shall  not  say,  as  thou  wilt  know  hereafter 
who  I  am.  Then  he  caused  him  to  be  car- 
ried into  his  strongest  prison,  which  was  im 
the  top  of  the  castle,  and  clapped  a  great 
pair  of  gyves  on  his  legs,  minding  in  this 
fury  never  while  he  lived  to  take  them  off 
again.  Don  Duardos  thus  suddenly  changed 
from  princely  pomp  to  present  penury;  from 
the  court  of  his  father  to  the  cabin  of  hit 
foes ;  from  the  presence  of  his  lady  to  the 
loathing  of  his  life ;  enclosed  in  a  castle  so 
admirable,  in  a  prison  so  uncomfortable,  and 
in  a  dungeon  sa   despairable^   closing  hi» 
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ttrms  together^  entered  into  diese  forrowftii 
moans: 

Ob  poor  prince !  is  thj  hope  thou  hadst  of 
so  great  courtesy^  now  so  soon  changed  into 
extreme  eruehy!  Didst  thou  credit  fair 
words  to  be  such  troths  and  now  dost  thou 
find  them  quite  turned  to  treason!  Alas! 
who  sooner  deceived  than  the  well-mean* 
Hig  man^  and  who  more  quickly  beguiled 
than  he  that  means  most  honestly  f  Hath 
ibftune  hitherto  allowed  thee  honour^  and 
will  she  now  leave  thee  to  taste  this  horror  ? 
Hath  all  thy  life  hitherto  been  spent  in  de- 
Kght^  and  shalt  thou  now  end  thy  day»in 
iiaa  doleful  distress  i  Alas !  thou  hast  no  help 
to  the  contrary,  wherefore  thou  must  hold 
dwe  content ;  there  is  none  near  to  suc- 
ecHir  thee>  wherefore  sup  up  thy  sorrow. 
Thy  aged  father  will  miss  thee,  thy  loving 
lady  will  lack  thee,  and  all  thy  courtly  com* 
paaions  will  sorrow  for  thy  want;  AeA  what 
of  that?  OmydearFlerida!  when  thou  shalt 
cifl  my  kmdness  into  question,  and  my  ii^t 
departure  irom  thy  presence  into  a  woman's 
opinion,  I  know  thy  care  will  no  less  trouble 
c  « 
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thy  mind,  than  my  want  of  thy  comfoit 
causeth  my  misery.  Alas !  .though  I  hare 
thus  left  thee  by  folly,  yet  think  not  but  I 
still  love  thee  faithAiIly ;  and  althoQ^  thy 
grief  (as  I  know)  is  great,  for  my  loss,  yet 
think  not  but  thy  sorrow  putteth  me  to  ex* 
tremity  of  my  life :  in  that  this  prison  so 
amateth  me  with  sadness,  as  I  am  of  opi^ 
nion,  never  again  to  see  you>  without 
whose  company  my  lite  cannot  long  cn^ 
dure,  but  either  to  despair  upon  my  hard 
adventure,  or  presently  die  in  so  ^harp  aa 
assault. 

O  brave  Primaleon,  what  grief  will  you  abide 
for  loss  of  your  brother,  and  what  sorrow 
will  you  conceive  for  your  dear  friend  1  Yoa 
will  not  be  he  who  least  will  feel  my  loss* 
My  friends  Soldan  of  Niquea,  Mayortes^ 
Gataru,  king  Tamaes,  what  will  you  do? 
that  in  which  ye  would  help  me  is  not  in 
your  hand,  for  this  place,  as  far  as  I  tee^ 
is  known  by  none  but  those  whom  its  lord 
pleaises.  Then  again  thinking  of  Fkrida 
he  exclaimed.  It  is  not  this  prison  which 
will  destroy  me,  it  is  grief  for  yon  which 
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wiO  be  always  with  me^  and  wiB  be  mj 
wofst  enemy.  In  this  way  did  he  pass  the 
night:  remembering  however  hQW  he  had 
been  taken,  Certes,  said  he,  it  never  can  be 
said  of  me,  that  using  my  strength  I  was 
4;aiiqucred  to  my  shame. 


cS 
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CHAPTER  2- 


That  you  may  know  who  this  giaDt  was>ihe 
history  doth  discourse  unto  us^  how  Palme- 
Tin  de  Oliva^  being  then  an  errant  knigfat» 
came  to  the^  court  of  the  king  of  England^ 
the  grandfather  of  Don  Duiurdos^  accom- 
panied with  Trineo  the  emperor  of  Alle- 
maigne's  son^  who  for  the  love  of  fair  Agri- 
ola,  the  king's  daiq^hter,  left  his  native 
country^  and  behaved  himself  so  valiant, 
that  she  might  esteem  him  as  one  of  her  be- 
favoured  knights.  And  in  sooth^  not  to 
diminish  his  pnuae^or  hold  back  one  tittle 
of  his  brave  behaviour,  the  exploits  both  of 
him  and  Paknerin  (being  both  unknown) 
were  such  as  the  king  of  England,  wid)  aO 
his  courtly  assistants,  not  only  commended 
their  valour,  but  ako  gave  them  entertain* 
ment,  agreeable  to  their  bounty  and  magnfr- 
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idmky.  For  he  perceiving  that  their  daily 
endeavourg  tended  both  to  the  safeguard  of 
his  person^  and  honour  of  his  whole  reaUoj 
gave  them  that  preferment  in  court  which 
they  deserved  in  chivalry,  and  that  honour  in 
name  which  they  both  argued  to  have  in 
nature;  whereby  th«y  were  encouraged  to 
attempt  the  hardest  adventure,  and  so  be  ho- 
noured in  their  knightly  behaviour.  At  length 
they  obtained  the  full  issue  c^  their  enter- 
prise ;  which  was  to  btve  with  them  the  prin^ 
cess  Agriola,  who  on  a  dsy,  through  leave  ob- 
tained of  the  king,  went  with  the  queen  her 
mother  into  the  fields,  not  far  distant  from  the. 
court,accompanied  with  divers  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  as  you  may  read  more  at  large  in 
the  history  of  Palmerin  de  Oliva;  which  saith, 
that  sporting  themselves  there  on  the  top  of  a 
hill,  on  a  sudden  (altogether  unlooked  for> 
there  came  a  giant  named  Franarque,wellat«' 
tended  on,  with  twenty  fighting  men :  who 
perforce  took  the  queen  and  her  daughter 
Agriola  from  them,  neither  respecting  the 
wocfal  moon  of  the  ladies,  nor  gentle  intreaty 
of  the  knights,  who  had  no  defence  to  rescue 
them,  nor  company  enough  to  resist  them. 
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B«t  at  tSiat  time  Palmerln  and  Trineo(wbi 
had  heen  with  the  king  in  walking)  arriving^ 
there^  and  hearing  of  his  loss,  encouraged 
them  as  weH  as  they  mighty  ofiering  them^ 
$elTes  to  die,  ere  they  would  put  up  this  tin 
jury.  So  wilfing  them  all  to  provide  them 
presendy,  for  that  a  ^ash  encounter*  might 
ttmi  to  an  hmtf  adventure,  they  proceeded 
in  pnrsuit  B^&t  i^  giant,  and  overtaking 
him,  behaved  diemsetves  so  worthily,  that 
he  wos^IaRibythehand^Gif  Palmerin*  Then, 
the  young  prince  Trineo,  as  well  ^t  hi« 
lady  Agriola  might  perceive  his  hardiKss^ 
as  also  the  queen  her  mother  might  give  his 
deeds  commendation,  so  valiantly  menaced 
his  courage,  that  by  the  help  of  other 
knights,  all  the  giant^s  train  were  vanquished, 
so  that  the  queen  and  her  daughters  had  suf* 
fered  no  spot  of  dishonour  by  their  cruelty, 
which  greatly  they  stood  in  fear  of*. 


*  Pfelmain  de  OUva,  Cap.  57*  The  advcniitrt  is  iiiiit«l£il 
firom  that  of  Famongomadan  and  Basagante  in  Am<8iso£ 
Cauly  B.  2.  C.  13»  and  is  but  a  feeble  copy,  as  indeed  ad 
aU  the  imitadons  of  AjAUuUs  ia  thtt  xaisenblt  Romaace. 
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l!bU  giant  bad  a  sister  named  Eutropa^  so 
connmg  in  magic^  that  not  all  the  other  ma« 
gicians  of  her  time  were  in  this  devilish  art 
comparable  to  her ;  by  help  whereof  she  had 
knowledge  of  the  death  of  her  brother,  which 
catered  so  deep  into  her  heart,  that  she  vowed 
her  revengement  should  exceed  this  cruel 
mischance.  '  And  having  in  her  cs»tle  with 
her  a  nephew  of  hers,  the  son  of  this  giant 
^ranarque,  named  Dramaziando,  by  whom 
ibe  meant  to  seek  her.  sharp  revenge,  she 
took  him  in  her  arms,  and  entered  into 
these  ru^al  complaints :  Ah,  sweet  nephew  ! 
albeit  thou  art  fatherless,  yet  art  thou  not 
friendless ;  and  though  in  thy  tender  time> 
fortune  hath  framed  thy  mishap,  yet  respect 
a  further  time,  which  my  art  shall  begin, 
9dA  thy  manhood  finish :  and  he  that  hath 
thus  cruelly  murdered  thy  father,  both  he 
tumself,  his  lineage,  friends  and  femiiliarsj 
will  I  persecute  with  extreme  rigour.  After 
these  and  such  like  speeches  uttered,  she  pro-^ 
yided  to  fortify  and  make  strong  her  castle^ 
lest  the  king  of  England  should  seek  both 
fhe  ruin  of  it  and  destruction  of  the  giant's 
kindred,  when  once  it  came  to  his  ear  th^ 
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treason  she  pretended  against  him ;  where- 
fore she  armed  herself^  with  all  those  of  h^ 
kindred^  knowing  that  to  resist  the  power  cl 
a  king^  asked  no  small  defence.  And  for  s 
further  remedy,  lest  worse  should  happen, 
she  enchanted  the  forest  round  ahout,  so 
4hat  none  could  enter-  her  fortress  without 
her  leave,  until  such  time  as  the  young  giant 
Dramuziando  were  able  to  bear  armour,  atid 
receive  the  order  of  knighthood.  In  pro- 
cess of  time,  the  young  giant  grew  able  to 
hear  arms,  and  then  his  heart  begun  to  thirst 
for  revenge  of  his  father^s  death;  the  whick 
to  accomplish,  he  was  very  desirous  in  travd 
to  adventure  his  strength,  according  as  lua 
heart  desired. 

But  Eutropa  perceiving  tTf^.courageof  liis 
mind  to  exceed  the  strength  of  his  person^ 
desired  him  to  stay  his  journey,  and  slie 
would  yield  into  his  hands  such  a  one  oa 
whom  he  might  sufficiently  revenge  the 
death  of  his  father.  Thus  and  with  these 
persuasions,  she  changed  the  mind  of  ]>ra« 
muziando,  until  the  hard  fortune  of  tlm 
jprince  Don  Duardos  brought  him.  to  h^ 
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aatle,  where  he  entered  without  any  dangier> 
for  that  his  good  sword  kept  the  force  of  all 
enchantments  from  him;  but  having  lost  it 
ty  her  devilish  deceit,  remained,  as  I  have 
expressed^  in  unspeakable  misery. 

leavmg  this  matter,  it  shall  not  be  amis^ 
to  speak  somewhat  of  the  state  and  conditioii 
of  Dramusdando^  who  albeit  he  were  a  giant, 
vhich  commonly  are  of  rough  and  impatient 
nature^  yet  was  he  endowed  both  with 
civility  of  life^  and  honesty  in  behaviour, 
exempting  cruelty,  and  surpassing  all  of  hi» 
stock  and  parentage  in  courtesy*  In  all 
things  of  nature  he  was  well  endowed  ;  his 
Kmbs  and  features  well  proportioned,  and 
not  of  unreasonable  greatness  like  other 
^nts;  of  greater  strength  than  his  mem* 
I»cra  seemed  to  possess ;  noble  of  condition, 
tnd  courageous  above  all  men;  less  proud 
than  became  a  giant ;  pleasant  in  discourse  ; 
excellently  skilled  in  all  weapons,  and  above 
all^  the  best  knight  of  all  the  giants  of  his 
time.  He,  after  he  had  a  long  space  kept 
Don  Duardos  in  prison,  and  not  only  per- 
ceived his  princely  (}uaUtiesj  but  also  the  so* 
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briety  and  great  gentleness  of  his  life,  he 
caused  his  fetters  to  be  taken  from  his  feet, 
and  gave  him  leave,  for  recreation,  to  walk 
Hbout  the  castle,  upon  condition  that  he 
would  not  pass  beyond  his  limits,  without 
his  consent.  The  courteous,  prince  gave 
him  his  hand  and  oath,  that  he  would  not 
pass  one  foot  further  than  his  licence'  should 
permit ;  yet  notwithstanding  for  all  that,  he 
gave  charge  unto  divers  to  respect  his  walk* 
ing  abroad,  in  that  he  respected  his  aunt  Eu- 
tropa's  promise,  which  was,  that  niany  va- 
liant knights  would  adventure  their  lives  in 
^  the  search  of  this  strayed  prince,  whom  she 
doubted  not  but  to  have  also  as  prisoner^  in 
the  castle. 

Thus  passed  the  young  giant  his  time  in 
pleasure,  and  Don  Duardos  acquainted  him- 
self with  his  former  sorrows,  (as  it  chanceth 
unto  those,  who  of  long  time  are  kept  from 
the  sight  of  them  they  most  desire)  as  well 
for  the  want  of  his  espoused  lady,  as  also  the 
grief  the  king  his  father  would  conceive  for 
his  ill  luck.  But  yet  the  gentle  pastime  that 
Dramuziando  would  often  use  with  him,' 
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caused  him  to  spend  the  time  in  pleasure, 
that  else  he  would  have  wasted  in  mourning. 
Thus  leaving  the  captive  prince  in  his  forced 
content^  we  will  return  to  the  princess  Fle^ 
rida,  whom  we  left  in  the  forest^  sorrowfully 
expecting  the  glad  return  of  her  lord  bon 
Daardos. 


,y  Google 


$6 


CHAPTER  S. 


While  the  princess  Flerida  remained  in  the 
forest,  expecting  that  which  came  not,  %& 
well  to  abandon  divers  choleric  humours 
that  overcharged  her  impatient  mind,  as 
also  to  exile  the  eager  passions-  which  were 
still  approaching  her  weak  nature,  she  busied 
herself  in  gathering  flowers,  for  it  was  the 
month  of  Maj,  accompanied  with  the  fair 
Artada,  and  divers  ladies  imd  gentlemen  ; 
for  that  this  time  of  recreation  was  more 
correspondent  to  her  good  liking,  than  here- 
tofore she  could  conceive  the  opinion  to  like 
any.  Thus  she  waited  for  the  return  of  her 
lord  Don  Duardos,  whose  long  absence  she 
admitted  tq  some  misfortune^  or  else  ungen^ 
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tkness  in  himself  disdained  her  presence. 
In  which  of  these  to  resolve  herself  she  was 
doubtfiil,  for  that  in  the  one  she  might  con-' 
vict  herself  of  rash  belief,  though  in  the 
other,  she  might  stand  upon  good  occasion. 
Between  these  cogitations  she  spent  this 
whole  day,  yielding  her  complaints  like* 
wise  to  the  uncomfortable  night  approach- 
ing: which  indeed  seemed  to  her  more  ob- 
scure, more  grievous,  and  more  desperablc, 
than  any  night  passed  to  her  remembrance. 
So  tliat  upon  this  hard  motion,  she  fell  into 
a  resolute  opinion,  never  to  hear  good  tiding$ 
of  her  lord  Don  Duardos, 

The  huntsmen  returned,  he  was  not  with 
them.  The  lords  and  ladies  perceiving  these 
passions  to  be  more  extreme  upon  her  than 
any  heretofore,  began  to  cast  with  themselves 
whether  they  might  depart  and  leave  her  in 
these  fits,  or  stay  still  with  her,  which  was 
to  their  great  grief:  at  length  they  conclud- 
ed, by  order  of  the  duke  of  Wales,  to  wait 
till  the  following  morning.  This  uncomfort«r 
able  night  g(me,  the  duke,  as  soon  as  day 
dawned^  sent  them  all  to  search  the  forest 
P  « 
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through,  bidding  them  all  return  tp  the  tent9 
with  what  speed  they  might  hi^,  for  Flerida 
had  resolved  not  to  depart  from  thence  tiH 
some  tidings  were  known. 

The  noble  gentlemen,  of  no  less  loyalty  to 
their  prince  Don  Duardos,  than  love  they 
bare  to  the  princess  Flerida,  addressed  them- 
selves presently  to  fulfil  this  request.  Among 
ivhom,  Pridos,  eldest  son  to  the  duke  of 
Wales,  and  chief  gentleman  attendant  oq 
t^he  prince,  rode  along  the  seashore,  where 
be  met  with  two  of  his  companions,-  who 
likewise  endeavoured  themselves  in  the 
search  of  Don  Duardos;  from  whom  he  re* 
ceived  sorry  comfort,  so  that  he  was  past 
hc^  of  any  good  succe^i. 

Nevertheless,  to  avoid  the  evil  conceit  of  the 
princess,  and  the  angry  mood  of  his  aged 
father,  he  lefi  them,  and  rode  on  very  soli-* 
tary,  sometime  exclaiming  on  fortune  for  his 
hard  hap,  and  then  again  Uaming  his  folly, 
when  he  perceived  no  remedy.  In  this  man- 
ner he  went  on  without  the  hope  of  succeed-? 
ing  in  his  search,  and  thinking  that  the  wild 
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hu^,  by  whom  that  forest  was  peop!ed| 
would  dcvoor  him^  because  he  was  unarmedt 
In  this,  smrrowfnl  mood^  ktting  the  reins  lie 
upon  the  neck  of  his  horse^  he  made  his  la* 
mentation  aloud^  which  echoed  among  the 
caverns  of  the  sbore^  seeming  as  if  the  rocks 
assisted  him  to  lament  with  his  own  words  of 
lunenlation, 

A  good  while  he  conUnued  these  careful 
comphuntSy  and  longer  would  have  done^i 
bad  not  the  presence  of  a4amsel  caused  him 
to  forget  themj  who  was  mounted  on  a  black 
paUrey^  and  attired  likewise  in  black  gar- 
ments^ yet  so  well  attired  id  tbem>  that  not 
only  was  she  fair  by  nature^  but  her  attire 
made  her  appear  fair;  who  coming  still  to* 
Ward  sir  Pridosj  made  him  somewhat  amas* 
ed;  yet  took  he  courage  agaiuj  in  hope  to  bt 
certified  by  her  of  some  glad  tidings^  ascon* 
ceming  the  strayed  prince  Bon  Duardot^ 
'Hie  damsel  behaving  herself  very  courteous** 
ly,  with  no  less  audacity  of  wit^  than  exqui* 
Ate  qualities  of  maiden  civility^  taking  sir 
Pridos's  horse  by  the  bridlej  saluted  him  witl^ 
diese  speeches ; 

-  Da 
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Sir  knight^  if  my  presence  do  argue  a  f»re^ 
sumptioiij  or  my  boldn^s  to  break  off  your 
tilent  cogitations  seem  not  maidenly  in  me, 
or  more  dian  modesty  iii  your  eye>  let  hum- 
ble entreaty  pass  for  the  one^  and  the  tidings 
I  bring  crave  pardon  for  the  other.  The 
pains  you  take  are  to  very  small  purpose, 'and 
the  grief  you  overload  your  mind  withal,  to 
as  little  avail ;  for  proof  whereof  give  ear  to 
my  words,  which  shi&ll  somewhat  ease  your 
piind,  and  here  make  an  end  of  my  travail. 
Don  Duardos  your  prince,  whose  nobleness 
hath  ever  been  more  famous  than  his  late  ad- 
ventures hath  proved  fortunate,  he  liveth^ 
yet  -deprived  of  bis  liberty,  and  captive  to 
him  whose  anger  will  not  be  assuaged  of 
long  time,  which  he^must  stay  to  his  grief 
and  my  sorrow.  Wherefore,  on  thy  knight-* 
Jiood  I  charge  thee  to  certify  the  princess 
flerida,  how  dangerous  it  is  for  her  to  use 
9uch  great  impatience,  a$  may  cut  off  her 
lime,  yet  not  abate  his  troubles ;  and  how 
^he  might  manifest  a  princely  magnanimity 
of  mind,  in  conquering  this  grief  by  valour 
pf  her  patience,  because  fortune  is  prepared 
to  another  mishap^  which  because  it  will  hap-> 
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pen  too  soon^  I  refer  it  to  her  that  sliallfcel 
it^  and  to  you  that  shall  know  it.  And  there-^ 
fore  give  her  to  understand^  her  grief  h  as 
needless  as  his  state  is  helpless^  until  the  ap-* 
pointed  time^  when  all  extreme  sorrows  shall 
fiuish  with  unspeakable  joys.  And  thus  say, 
that  Argonida  sendeth  her  these  tidings; 
to  whom  her  loss  is  as  displeasant  as  to 
herself. 

The  damsel  ending  here  her  tale,  gave  bridle 
to  her  palfrey,  and  left  sir  Pridos,  into  whose 
remembrance  the  knowledge  of  this  lady 
presently  came.  That  she  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  lady  enchantress,  of  the  isle  where 
the  eagle  carried  Primalcon's  dwarf  Risdeno, 
at  the  time  when  such  excellent  triumphs 
were  made,  after  the  battle  foiiglit  for  the 
knight  of  the  unknown  isle.  And  of  this 
Argonida  Don  Duardos  had  a  son,  named 
rompides,  as  it  is  at  large  rehearsed  in  the 
book  of  Primaleon*,  which  I  will  Jet  pass. 


♦  I  hive  no  other  copy  of  Primaleon  than  A  MundnyN 
tranriation,  who  in  his  blundering  way  has  missed  tne  chap- 
ter oi  chapters,  in  which  th«  first  in  erview  of  Duardosi  and 
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and  return  to  sir  Pridos ;  who  having  well 
noted  the  tale  of  Argonida,  returnelh  to  tha 
plac^  where  he  left  the  princess^  and  declare 
ing  unto  her  all  that  had  happened,  she  be-* 
came  more  sorrowful  than  before,  for  that 
she  desired  nothing  more  than  bis  company, 
which  living  she  ought  to  have,  and  yet  he 
alive  could  not  have.  Her  sorrows  took  so 
deep  a  persuasion  in  her  heart,  that  imme* 
diately  she  fell  into  labour,  which  the  ladies 
perceiving,  and  the  gentlemen  giving  place^ 
as  was  their  duty,  after  many  grievous  pangs 
(which  are  iacident  to  those  in  that  titking) 
she  was  happily  delivered  of  two  goodly  men 
children,  so  fair  and  well  limbed,  that  in 
their  first  hour  they  gave  good  promises  of 
the  feats  which  they  afterwards  atcbieved« 
The  lady  Artada  receiving  the  two  young 


Argonida  k  related.  It  should  come  after  the  fourth  chapter 
of  the  third  part, — ^but  he  goes  on  with  the  fifth,  nercr  per* 
caiving  the  chasm  in  the  story.  The^dvanture  of  the  eagle 
and  dwarf  occurs  in  Piimaleon,  P.  3,  C,  23.  of  the  English 
version.  It  is  not  always  easy  to  guess  at  old  Anthony's 
blunders  t  instead  bf  saying  "  where  the  eagle  canied  Prima- 
1eQn*s  dwarf  Rlsdeno/*  h«  ha^it  •*  where  the  earl  ravisbei 
Aideldegno  begotteilbj  Primaleoa.'! 
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priiices,  wrapped  them  in  rich  and  costly 
clothes^  and  then  presented  them  to  the 
princess,  holding  opinion  that  the  sight  of 
them  would  somewhat  mitigate  her  great 
vexation  of  mind ;  and  she  taking  them  in 
her  arms,  mixing  her  talk  with  tears,  declar- 
ing motherly  affection,  thus  saidr  Oh  sons 
without  a  father,  how  much  happier  did  I 
think  your  hirth  would  have  been  !  But  in- 
stead of  the  rejoicings  which  he  had  provid- 
ed for  that  day,  I  shall  die  with  grief,  and 
you  will  remain  without  hinf,  and  without 
me,  and  without  years  to  feel  so  great  a 
loss. 

Forthwith  a  chaplain  who  was  then  pre- 
sent baptized  them,  and  i-he  being  demanded 
how  she  would  have  them  named,  willed  that 
the  first  might  be  called  Palmerin,  after  the 
name  of  her  father,  for  that  the  effect  of  this 
misfortune  might  be  well  compared  to  his 
before*  passed.    The  other,  for  because  they 


I       *  Palmerin  de  Olifa,  like  Amadis,  was  illegitimate,  and  ex^* 
I       poicd  in  an  oliTe  tree  upon  k  mountain  abounding  wttli 
H^ttf*  from^  wlii<h  be  wis  named,  C.  Q. 
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were  born  in  the  forest,  she  desired  that  bin 
name  might  have  relation  to  the  place  of  his 
birth,  which  was  thus  determined,  Florian  of 
the  Desert,  because  the  forest  wherein  he  was 
born  was  called  the  Desert  Forest,  and  bel 
cause  the  field  was  covered  with  flowers,  and 
he  so  fair  that  the  name  Florian  seemed 
worthy  of  him,  and  lie  of  the  name.  The 
ceremonies  accomplished  which  were  re- 
quired in  this  matter,  the  princess  received 
the  two  infants  upon  her  lap,  one  while  with 
mournful  tunes  to  still  their  crying,  another 
while  feeding  them  with  the  milk  of  her 
breast^  and  her  tears  which  ran  down  and 
mingled  with  it,  ever  minding  the  hard  mis- 
fortune of  her  dear  lord,  and  never  ceasing  to 
deplore  the  miseries  of  her  life;  esteeming  the 
ene  to  excel  all  m  hard  hap,  and  the  other  to 
be  above  all  in  unlooked-for  mischance.  But 
as  commonly  it  happeneth,  no  pleasure  is 
without  his  pain  adjoined,  nor  i|o  quiet  caln^ 
but  by  some  accident  or  other  is  converted 
into  a  rough  tempest ;  even  so  this  careful 
princess,  whose  extreme  grief  and  mishap 
added  a  persuasion  of  mind  that  fortune 
hftd  done  her  worst,  and  executed  her  utter^ 
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fliost  spite :  so  that  what  wanted  to  accom- 
plish her  quiet,  as  concerning  the  absence  of 
her  loving  Don  Duardos,  she  detenninetl  a 
resolute  opinion  (albeit  far  incomparable  to 
her  loss,  yet  as  nature  willed  her  by  a  forced 
content)  to  assuage  her  urgent  passions,  on 
the  presence  of  the  two  young  princes;  by 
whom  in  time  she  had  good  hope  to  end  her 
grief,  and  on  whom,  as  present  occasion  did 
serve,  she  was  somewhat  satisfied.  But 
mark  how  unkindly  it  happened. 

In  this  forest  of  long  time  remained  a  savage 
jQian,  who  not  nsing^  the  company  of  reason- 
able creatures,  became  unreasonable  of  him- 
self; as  the  course  of  his  life  being  brutish 
and  beastly,  his  diet  on  the  herbs  and  roots 
of  the  ground,  his  apparel  framed  of  the 
skins  of  wild  beasts,  shewed  that  he  was  a 
laaij  in  name,  but  not  in  nature.  This 
savage  man  walking,  as  was  his  wont,  along 
the  forest,  leading  in  his  hands  a  couple  of 
lions,  whom  he  used  sometime  to  kill  the 
fg»9^  ^khat  would  serve  for  his  nourishment, 
v^lifSBg^y  espied  the  princess  and  her  train^ 
which  moved  him  to  withdraw  himself  into  a 
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thicket  of  trees  near  adjoining;  where  at 
pleasure  he  beheld  the  ceremonies  used  at 
the  baptizing  of  the  children. 

Now  had  fortune  determined  the  second  mis- 
hap of  the  princess  :  for  that  she  urged  the 
savage  man  to  go  take  the  two  infants^  who 
were  sweetly  sleeping  on  the  mother's  lapi 
and  give  them  for  food  unto  his  lions^  that 
all  th^t  day  had  received  no  sustenance. 
Forth  from  among  the  trees  be  comes^  to  the 
no  little  astonishment  of  the  princess  (whose 
sorrowful  mind  was  subject  to  any  moiety  of 
fear),  and  the  great  dismaying  of  her  courtly 
attendants ;  who  at  this  presence  of  so  grini 
a  sire  betook  themselves  to  flight,  not  one  re- 
ceiving the  courage  of  heart  to  abide  by  tl;^e 
princess  but  the  lady  Artada,  who  never- 
shrunk  one  foot  from  her,  but  would  have 
adventured  her  death  in  the  princesses  de* 
fence,  had  her  might  been  answerable  to  her 
good  stoinach.  When  the  princess  saw  her- 
self subject  to  so  hard  a  mischance,  that  the 
old  duke  of  Wales  and  all  the  other  being 
unarmed  were  glad  to  fly,  which  indeed  was 
their  b^t  help^  she  wished  for  sir  Pridos ; 
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but  he  was  departed  to  London,  to  fetch  a 
chariot  to  bring  her  to   the  c^urt,  which 

tf:    Let  it 
lou  art  the 
le.      Then 
,  and  took 
ither  using 
:o  her,  but 
departed  presently  to  his  cave,  leaving  the 
princess  overcome  with  a  trance,  whereout 
the  lady  Artada  by  her  diligent  means  re- 
covered her.     But  when  she  was  recovere4 
she  began  to  lament  anew,  desiring  death  ^ 
thousand  times,  because  only  in  death  could 
she  be  at  rest  from  so  many  troubles. 


VOL.  u 
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After  that  sir  Pridos  had  seen  the  bitth  of 
the  two  princes,  he  resolved  to  depart  from 
thence  to  London,  to  the  end  that  he  might 
cause  2^  chariot  to  be  brought  into  the  forest, 
to  convey  the  princess  unto  the  court  of  her 
father  king  Fadrique ;  who,  leaning  in  his 
chamber  window,  espied  sir  Pridos  come 
riding  in  great  haste,  which  caused  him  to 
cast  a  doubt  of  some  evil  news  approaching ; 
in  that  he  judged  a  show  of  more  sadness 
to  be  in  him  at  that  instant,  than  before 
time  he  could  perceive  in  him  the  like. 
Whereof  to  be  resolved,  he  presently  sent 
for  sir  Pridos,  to  know  the  cause  of  his  so 
sudden  arrival ;  whose  grief  could  not  con-  . 
ceal  the  loss  of  Don  Duardos^  but  in  tears 
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kid  opea  a  discourse^  which  gpieved  the 

j'^^Kheart  to 

u  poked  for 

assions^  both 

^d    his    aged 

issi^ed  from 

I  hardly  keep 

any  means  of 

iged  king  was 

strucken  into  such  a  debility  of  hope,  that 

between  the  impatient  assaults  of  doubt  and 

danger,  h«  thus  began  to  use  speech  with 

himself : 

O  my  DoH  Duardog,  nature  wills  me  to  de- 
plore thy  loss,  and  entire  affection  makes 
me  die  for  thy  lack ;  whose  presence  was 
the  staff  of  mine  aged  days,  and  whose 
absence  is  the  sword  that  w  ounds  me  to  the 
death.  Alas !  no  certainty  can  be  looked 
for  at  the  hands  of  fortune,  whose  fickleness 
is  seen  in  change,  and  whose  frowardness 
ia  chance.  Too  lonor  liave  I  trusted  her, 
and  too  late  hath  she  deceived  me  :  the  one 
my  folly,  the  other  her  fashion.  Yet  doubt 
I  not,  but  if  thou  enjoy  tliy  life,  the  sub* 
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days^  and  the  doubts  1  conceive  bnng  me 
in  greater  distress,  where  if  thou  were  pre- 
sent my  mind  would  be  satisfied^  and  in 
spite  of  fortune  award  all  mischances.  While 
the  king  continued  in  this  great  agony  of 
mind,  the  queen  entered ;  who  likewise 
understanding  the  loss  of  her  son,  began  to 
add  another  stratagem  of  gfief,  bewraying 
her  motherly  affection  both  in  tears  and 
heavy  complaint,  which  to  appease,  the  aged 
king  thus  began : 

Madam,  the  honour  of  a  noble  mind  is  tried 
in  adversity ;  whenas  the  extremity  of  grief 
is  conquered  by  patience  of  the  mind.  But 
tjie  mind  being  impatient,  and  not  kept 
within  the  limits  of  a  moderate  government, 
the  least  cross  that  happeneth  is  too  weighty 
in  pain^  when  the  sense  is  far  too  weak  in 
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reasoh.    It  pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  us 
ve  received  no  little  com- 
)m  our  fame  hath  beea 
t  and  now,  to  try  how  we 
y  of  his  displeasure^  he 
accident  to  happen^  to 
s  whom  we  most  of  all 
epriving  us  of  hope ;  but 
as  to  our  grief  we  have  lost  him,  so  to  our 
comfort  we  shall  see  him  again.     In  mean 
time,  let  us  tolerate  this  sharp  affliction  on 
his  two  princely  children,  who  till  we  enjoy 
the  sight  of  the  father  again,  shall  with  their 
noble  mother  comfort  our  sorrows,  and  we  also 
endeavour  to  abate  their  moans.     So  one 
with  another  shall  bear  an  equal  share  of 
adversity,  and  be  partners  also  in  good  for- 
tune, if  any  chance  to  happen. 

Thus  the  king  and  the  queen  remained  one 
while  in  a  persuasion  of  patience>  another 
wliile  wholly  vanquished  with  the  forcgi?  oT 
their  grief;  whose  passions  I  refer  to  tlie 
judgments  of  those  that  have  tastccl  tlit? 
honour  of  fame,  and  hatred  of  fortune. 
Return  we  now  to  sir  Pridos,  who  in  tliiv-v 
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time  had  caused  his  l)rother  to  ride  with  a 
chariot  to  the  forest,  that  the  princes^  might 
be  brought  to  the  court ;  who  being  placed 
in  the  chariot,  and  ready  to  depart,  she 
gav6  so  heavy  a  farewel  to  the  place,  as  well 
for  her  lord  Don  Duardos  as  misfortune  of 
her  children,  that  her  attendants  seemed  .as 
it  were  drowned  in  sadness,  Jo  see  the 
princess  overcome  with  such  sorrow.  Being 
come  to  the  city  of  London,  the  citizens, 
who  at  her  coming  from  Greece  did  not 
only  excel  in  variety  of  devices,  but  also 
discovered  their  joy  in  singular  triumphs, 
now  with  a  sorrowful  disposition  they  be- 
wrayed the  terror  of  their  loss,  and  yet  with 
an  intermeddled  show  of  joy  did  assuage  the 
the  dolor  of  the  princess. 

When  she  came  to  the  court,  and  perceived 
the  great  change  of  wonted  disports,  both 
in  the  king  and  queen,  as  also  in  all  the 
nobility,  who  Hkcwise  understanding  the 
mishap  of  the  two  young  princesi  altogether 
begin  a  world  of  lamentations :  the  king 
dismaying  of  any  good  hope ;  the  queen  de- 
spairing in  double  extremity  ^  the  lords  w^ 
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ladiei,  both  in  apparel  and  gesture,  wholly 
exclaiming  on  the  cruelty  of  fortune ;  the 
inhabitants  throughout  the  whole  realm  of 
England,  whose  delight  was  many  times  to 
sit  and  conceive  marvellous  opinions  of  the 
no  less  knightly  than  famous  adventures  of 
the  prince  Don  Duardos,  now  sit  sighing, 
wringing  their  hands,  and  puUing  their 
bonnets  over  their  eyes,  using  as  it  were  in 
a  general  voice  amongst  them.  Oh,  none 
but  we  unhappy ! 

The  king  having  thus  passed  this  night,  in 
no  less  grief  of  mind  than  sickly  assaults  of 
his  aged  ^person,  the  queen  and  the  princess 
Flerida  equally  considered,  on  the  morrow 
he  determined  to  send  a  knight  of  his  court 
named  Argolante,  son  to  the  duke  of  Ortam, 
and  brother  to  Troendos  (who  also  had  been 
amourous  of  the  princess  Flerida),  to  the 
emperor  Palmerin  at  Constantinople,  to  let 
him  understand  the  late  misfortune  of  Eng-i 
land.  He  being  ready  to  depart,  as  he  rode 
thorough  London  the  streets  were  adorned 
with  black,  ^d  the  citizens  were  arrayed  in 
black  ,aud  mourning  marmer^p  bringing  hxa^. 
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to  the  sea  shore^  where  he  took  shipjHxig  aojcl 
departed. 

The  princess  'Flerida  became  very  feeble  of 
person^  insomuch  that  there  was  doubt  of 
her  good  recovery ;  but  God  not  suffering 
her  to  end  as  she  wilU»gly  would,  gave  her 
strength  again  by  little  and  little,  and  she 
comforted  herself  best  when  she  was  forth 
of  idl  company;  which  caused  many  knights 
to  leave  the  court,  and  live  in  search  of  the 
'  strayed  prince  Don  Duardos,  pitying  her 
case  and  his  absence.  Thus  remained  fair 
Flerida,  not  failing  one  jot  in  true  and 
faithful  love,  though  she  daily  contemned 
the  adverse  estate  of  her  life.  And  he  like- 
wise fciiled  not  in  constant  loyalty,  justly 
fulfilling,  that  neither  distance  of  place  nor 
extremity  of  fortune  could  part  in  sunder 
their  mutual  conjunctkn  of  spotless  amity «. 
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CUAPTER  5. 


Now  return  we  to  the  savage  man,  who,  as 
the  history  declareth,  hastened  to  his  cavo 
with  the  two  young  princes  in  his  arms ;  his 
wife  there  waiting  the  return  of  her  husband, 
having  in  her  arms  her  own  child,  being 
about  the  age  of  one  year.  He  being  come 
to  her  presented  her  the  two  young  princes, 
declaring,  that  all  that  day  he  had  found  no 
other  dinner  for  themselves  and  the  lions 
than  these  two  infants,  whom  he  willed 
might  presently  be  dismembered  in  pieces, 
for  that  his  hungry  stomach  required  to  have 
meat.  The  wife,  in  whose  heart  motherly 
pity  excelled  savage  cruelty,  for  that  indeed 
women  by  nature  do  bear  a  more  estimation 
pf  mercy  than  is  requisite  ia  men ;  she  used 
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Huoh  kind  persuasions  with  her  husband^  as 
also  finding  the  means  to  provide  other  ne- 
cessaries for  him,  that  she  saved  the  Uves  of 
the  infants,  and  satisfied  the  hungry  appe- 
tite of  her  husband :  so  that  lovingly  she 
became  their  second  mother,  and  as  care- 
fully nourished  them  as  had  they  been  the 
fruit  of  their  own  body.  Where  we  will 
leave  them  a  while,  to  God  and  good  for- 
tune: being  not  forgetful  of  Argolante, 
whom  we  left  sailing  toward  Constantinople^ 
After  so  long  being  on  the  seas  as  is  required 
in  so  long  a  journey,  he  arrived  at  the  fa- 
mous city  of  Constantinople  on  a  Sunday 
morning,  where  he  perceived  as  gallant 
triumphs  in  preparation  as  were  at  the  re- 
nowned marriages  of  Primaleon,  and  the 
prince  Don  Duardoe.  The  cause  whereof 
was  for  joy  of  the  birth  of  the  daughter  of 
tJie  prince  Primaleon,  whom  the  emperor 
gave  to  name  Polinarda,  in  token  that  her 
beauty  and  good  fortune  should  excel  any 
lady  living  at  that  day.  In  honour  of  this 
joy  the  triumphs  were  proclaimed ;  which 
procured  the  assembly  of  many  noble  per- 
sonages, among  whom   was  Tarnaes^   th^ 
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ting  of  Lacedemonia ;  Polendos,  king  of 
Thessaly ;  and  Belcar,  the  dnke  of  Durago : 
the  presence  of  these  states  being  no  small 
honour  to  the  emperor,  and  fame  to  the 
court  of  Constantinople. 

Argolante,  attired  all  in  black  armour,  rode 
through  the  city,  and  in  short  time  arrived 
at  the  ^Mperor's  palace,  where  beholding 
Ae  valiant  behaviour  of  each  courageous 
knight  to  win  honour  in  this  triumph,  with 
an  heavy  sigh  he  called  to  memory  the  un- 
looked-for sorrow  of  the  court  of  England, 
which  was  adorned  with  no  less  grief  than 
was  the  emperor's  court  with  gladness ; 
which  persuaded  such  an  unkind  conceit  in 
the  heart  of  the  gentle  knight  Argolante, 
who  esteemed  the  loyalty  of  friendship  to 
serve  as  an  especial  remedy  to  the. afflicted 
mind,  that  he  feared  his  news  were  not  of 
force  sufficient  to  change  their  exceeding 
mirth ;  albeit  his  expectation  was  deceived 
in  that  point-  Then  approached  he  the 
place  where  the  emperor  sat  at  dinner, 
where,  with  no  less  civility  of  gesture  than 
•lodest  behaviour  of  personage,  he  vailed 


,y  Google 


48 

his  hebnet>  offering  to  kis?  the  emperor'* 
hand^  which  might  not  be  permitted,  in  that 
he  was  ignorant  of  whence  he  was..  Which 
he  perceiving,  began  in  presence  of  them 
all  to  declare  his  ambassage,  not  forgetting 
the  place  and  person,  which  in  every  point 
he  handled  with  duty.  The  emperor  wdl 
noting  the  sad  tale  of  Argolante,  the  mis- 
fortue  of  his  son  Don  Duardos,  and  heavi- 
ness of  the  English  court,  he  withdrew  him- 
self from  the  table  into  his  chamber,  where, 
as  patiently  as  his  grief  would  suffer  him,  he 
began  to  use  his  speeches  in  this  manner  : 

I  know  not  whether  the  Gods,  in  granting 
me  a  prosperous  course  in  youth,  have  de- 
termined to  ruinate  my  days  in  mine  age, 
or  fortune  holding  me  then  in  /avour  beyond 
all  men,  hath  allowed  my  misfortue  now  to 
be  above  any.  If  so  it  was  appointed,  I 
would  my  life  had  ended  then  in  tranquiDity, 
when  I  feared  no  endamagement,  than  pro^ 
longing  my  days  in  hope  of  an  answerabte 
age,  to  be  subject  to  the  misery  of  time,  and 
abject  from  the  honour  of  a  noble  heart. 
Well,  that  hath  passed  to  thy  high  good  hap. 
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«idtwhat  is  present,  the  no  small  anguijh  of 
thy  heart ;  let  the  remembrance  of  the  one 
•extinguish  the  fame  of  the  other,  and  the 
cruelty  of  chance  root  up  the  iaesttmable 
praise  of  thy«  conquests.  These  and  sundry 
other  heavy  complaints  were  uttered  by  the 
emperor;  and  the  triumphs  were  now  of 
small  estimation,  for  that  thorough  the 
'whole  court  these  sorrowful  tidings  had 
^trucken  a  sudden  alteration.  But  most  of 
;all  in  the  heart  of  the  noble  Primdeon^  who 
understanding  the  misfortune  of  his  deac 
iriend  and  brother  Don  Duardos,  stood  not 
to  cast  doubt  of  this  matter,  or  that  acci- 
dent, eidier  how  fortune  might  favour,  him 
or  endamage  his  sudden  enterprise ;  but  as 
covertly  as  he  might  he  departed  from  Con- 
stantinople^ tefu^ing  father,  mother,  wife^ 
children,  lands,  Hving,  and  all;  that  the 
loyal^-he  bare  to  his  friend  might  declare, 
he  preferred  his  safety  before  his  own  solace. 
And  that  his  deeds  might  be  answerable  to 
his  good  intent,  he  vowed  to  travail  the  ) 
course  of  his  life,  to  search  in  every  desolate 
and  unfrequented  place,  .but  he  would  find 
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bis  dear  friend  Don  Dnardoa^  whose  wel&fft 
he  as  hewtily  desjired  as  his  own  life;  for 
that  he  had  found  the  like  Uosty  and  un- 
spotted affection  in  him>  when  through 
lids  voloor  he  dolivered  him  from  the  tyrant 
Gataru*. 

Hie  emperor  was  advertised  of  his  depart 
inre^  by  the  xmaccnstomed  pensiveness  ^ 
his  espoused  lady  Gridonia^  as  also  by  the 
great  sadness  of  the  empress  his  moth^c 
whom  neither  the  gentle  persuasion  of  thB 
emperor  might  satisfy^  nor  .endcavrntf  of  ksi: 
courtly  ladies  might  win  any  means  io  pa«^ 
cify.  Who  used  &e  more  diligence  in  thtt 
matter^  osdj  for  the  a&daon  they  base  to 
the  princess  Flerida^  by  whose  Tirtuous  asd 
princely  behaviour  of  life  (which  had  not 
only  ravished  the  minds  of  all^  but  olHtained 
ifae  good  likiag  of  every  one^  in  that  virtue 


«  PrimaleoM,  Book  2*  C.  30.  Primaleon  wa»  enchtnted, 
»nd  Don  Dutrdos  delivered  hinij  because  bis  sword  pre^fved 
Imnfrom  tU  «iicl»atnic«ti* 
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ithe  chirfornameDt  of  noble  or  ignoble,) 
Hksj  were  aU  encouraged  to  attempt  any  oc* 
canon  to  set  the  empress  at  quiet. 

When  the  emperor  perceived  her  great  dis- 
quietness,  that  the  speeches  of  the  kdies  as 
also  of  himself  were  bestowed  to  small  effect, 
be  began  to  use  commendations  of  the  Va- 
liant attempt  of  his  son  Primaleon,  in  that 
tus  course  of  mind  urged  him  to  so  fiunous 
an  enterprise*  Desiring  her  to  consider  the 
loss  of  the  prince  Don  Du^dos,  their  son* 
IB-law ;.  and  that  the  good  fortune  of  Prima- 
leon  might  bring  inestimable  comfort  to  all 
kii^doms  in  Christendom,  so  that  the  ho- 
Bour.of  hi&  hardy  attempt  deserved  rather  a 
feneral  rejoicing  than  such  sad  complaints 
^  they  seemed  to  bewray.. 

tlieknightsj^  who  had  Hkewise  been  fiartnerd 
xa  the  triumph,  and  bare  great  good  will  to 
U^  prince  D<Hi  Dnardos,  as  elso  to  the  noble 
f  riiMle<m>  withdrew  themselves  to  their 
lod^ngs,  and  armed  themselves  presently,  ' 
^ting  with  all  speed  they  might  i^ter  the 
ndventurotis  Primaleon,some  talcing  one  w^jf 
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and  some  another.  As  well  those  that  used 
the  triumphs  for  their  ladies'  sakes,  as  alsa 
those  Vhose  rgdoub ted  behaviour  had  both 
won  the  honour  of  the  field  and  dignity  of 
feme^  All,  with  a  mutual  consent,  adven- 
tured limb  and  life,  that  the  report  of  their 
deeds  might  manifest  the  renown  of  their 
knighthood. 

And  because  you  shall  have  knowledge  who 
behaved  themselves  most  worthy  commen- 
dations in  this  no  less  famous  than  lare  ad- 
Tenture^  I  will  bewray  some  of  them  to  you, 
that  your  gentle  opinion  of  their  pains  may 
yield  them  in  recompence  part  of  a  condign 
piraise.  Polendos,  king  of  Thessaly,  son  to 
the  emperor ;  prince  Detred,  son  to  Frisol 
the  king  of  Hungaria,  accompanied  with  his 
brother  Belcar  ;  the  prince  of  Allemaigne, 
son  to  the  emperor  Triiieo,  named  Vernao, 
who  honoured  the  beauty  of  fair  Basilia, 
daughter  to  the  emperor  Palmerin,  to  whom 
he  was  newly  married,  and  stood  in  doubt 
how  to  proceed,  lest  fortune  should  not  he 
so  favourable  to  him  as  be  expected,  which, 
caused  some  slackaess  in  good  will.    Never- 
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4iefe9s>  itfber  he  Imd  c<msidered  honour  end 
love^  how  the  oae  was  lasting  in  fume,  and 
iSie  odKT  Baked  to  an  effeminate  fancy^  he 
determined  to  follow  his  companions^  driY* 
iag  into  oblivion  the  pleasant  conceits  that 
be  often  esteemed  in  his  best  beloved,  using 
this  per«ia»ion  ¥ri4h  himself :  That  he  which 
vi^04|uished  himself  with  tbetvanity  of  £aLacy, 
and  yieldeth  tine  liber^  of  his  will  to  fond 
lftction>  is  moce  meet  to  handfe  a  lute  thai) 
a  knce^  and  better  to  court  a  lady  t^n  de- 
serve the  brave  name  6f  a  captain.  In  this 
persuasion  ht  d^>«rted5  intending  so  knight- 
ly an  opinion  in  his  mind>  that  the  honour 
ef  his  name  dnonld  express  his  nobleness, 
and  valour  of  his  bonn^  be  esteeioed  of  his 
feurBadlia* 

That  was  the  city  of  Coostadtinople  (9s  it 
were)  desolate^  wanting  the  noble  knights 
which  were  then  dep^urted;, which  caused  the 
Emperor  to  visit  the  chiefest  places  in  the 
ei^,  to  the  no  smaH  content  of  himself  and 
joy  of  the  citizens,  who  little  minded  the 
absence  of  the  i^oble  gentlemen^  in  that  the 
emperor  so  lovingly  vouchsafed  them  bis 
F  3 
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company.  Then  departed  Argolaifte  from 
the  court  of  Constantinople  toward  the 
realm  of  England,  bearing  answer  of  his-am- 
bassage  from  the  emperor,  to  his  lord  and 
sovereign,  how  the  loss  of  the  prince  Don 
Duardos  was  blazed  in  the  courts  of  difen^ 
noble  princes,  as  in  the  court  of  Ami^dos, 
king  of  France,  his  cousin,  and  son-in-law  to 
the  emperor  of  Constantinople;  as  afeo  in 
the  court  of  Recindos,  king  of  Spain ;  in  the 
court  of  Belzagri,  the  soldan  of  Niqnea; 
with  the  noble  Mayortes,  the  Great  Khan  ;* 
and  many  princes  more,  to  whom  the  loss  of 
the  English  prince  was  as  grievous  as  to  him- 
self. For  proof  whereof,  the  employed  pains 
of  divers  noble  minds  might  remain  as  wi&- 
^  ness,  who  walked  the  forests  and  unkoown 
passages  in  many  countries,  that  martial  be- 
haviour was  never  more  esteemed  than  it 


♦  Mayortes  was  the  first  person  who  assumed  this  tWct 
which  be  took  because  for  many  years  he  had  been  en- 
f  hanted  in  the  shape  of  a  dog;  in  which  character  he  makes 
a  ^rcat  figure  as  the  Gran-Can  (the  Great  Dog)  oC  Dda 
Duardos,    Prmakon. 
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was  during  the  search  of  this  strayed  prince* 
Argolante  being  departed  from  the  emperor, 
after  many  days  travel  he  arrived  at  the 
English  court,  whereas  to  the  kingFadrique, 
the  queen,  and  the  princess  Flerida,  he  deli* 
vered  the  answer,  of  his  message,  who  were 
greatly  satisfied  in  hearing  the  noble  at- 
tempts of  the  Grecian  knights,  by  whose  en- 
deavoured pains  *  they  had  good  hope  pf  a 
^ad  and  prosperous  stlccess. 


^c-oi. 
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CHAPTER  6. 


Now  Primakon  determining  his  secret  escape 
from  die  city  of  Constantinople^  its  I  have 
before  declaredj  commanded  his  esquire  to 
bring  his  courser  and  armour  closely  behind 
the  garden  of  his  sister  Flerida^  for  that  none 
should  be  privy  to  bis  intent  but  onl^  he* 
The  esquire  failed  not  to  accomplbh  the 
pleasure  of  his  lord.  And  being  come  to  the 
appointed  placCj  he  armed  the  prince^  except 
his  shield  and  helmet^  which  he  bare  him- 
self; so  mounting  on  horseback  they  both  de- 
parted, vowing  to  rest  in  no  place  till  he 
might  recover  some  wished  tidings  of  hir 
brother  and  friend  Don  Duardos,  without 
whom  he  would  nev^r  return  to  Greece  again. 
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Long  he  travelled  before  he  encountered  any 
adventure  worthy  the  rehearsal.  But  at 
length  arriving  in  the  bottom  of  a  valley  in 
Lacedemonian  when  the  sun  was  declined  to 
the  west  parts,  he  was  discouraged^  for  that 
the  night  was  so  obscure  upon  him,  beside 
the  thickness  of  the  trees  made  his  passage 
more  tenebrous  than  else  it  would  have  been, 
so  that  very  hardly  he  could  find  his  way. 
Wandering  on  still,  using  his  mind  with  se- 
veral imaginations,  at  last  to  the  comfort  of 
himself  and  joy  of  his  esquire,  who  sorrowed 
to  see  his  lord  so  suddenly  pensive,  he  espied 
a  gallant  troop,  of  ladies,  bearing  in  their 
hands  lighted  torches,  each  one  well  moot- 
ed on  a  lusty  steed,  attired  all  in  black,  and 
framing  their  voices  to  great  lamentations. 
Primaleon  surprised  with  great  grief  of  mind, 
to  see  such  fair  ladies  wear  the  habits  of 
mourners,  took  the  boldness  of  himself  to 
tehold  what  they  were;  and  drawing  him- 
self nearer  to  them,  perceived  the  chief  lady 
and  mistress  of  them,  her  palfrey  trapped 
with  black  velvet,  her  vesture  of  the  same, 
and  four  ancient  knights  in  the  midst,  bear- 
ing ^  fuper^  covered  all  with  bl9<:k  velvet. 
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Primaleon  perceiving  their  heavy  lamenta- 
tions^ and  that  they  vsrere  nothing  abashed  at 
his  presence,  but  held  on  their  journey  *aa 
though  they  had  not  seen  him,  be  took  such 
an  earnest  desire  in  himself,  that  he  must 
needs  demand  the  cause  why  they  mourned 
in  that  manner.  Then  presenting  himself 
before  the  chiefest  lady,  whose  fair  face  had 
sustained  a  great  blemish  by  the  abuiulance 
of  tears  that  issued  from  her  eyes,  ia  thit 
manner  he  prepared  himself  to  give  the 
onset: 

ft 
Fair  lady,  impute  it  not  to  flattery  that  I 
call  you  so,  nor  to  folly  insomuch  as  you  ajre 
so ;  why  frequent  you  this  sohtary  place,  an4 
why  do  you^  accompany  this  funeral  witb 
such  heavy  complaints.  Knew  I  youBiad 
sustained  injury  at  the  hand9  of  any,  I  would 
either  cause  him  to  recant  what  he  batbdcm^ 
you  in  dishonour,  ot  constraifii  a^  revenge  cm 
jiis  dearest  blood. 

The  lady  having  well  noted  the  courtesy  of 
Primaleon,  as  well  his  knightly  offer,  as  the 
good  opinion  she  <5onoeive4  of  i^es^om^ 
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unce,  satisfied  his  request^  with  this  gentle 
xcply: 

Sir  knight,  less  I  judge  you  not  to  be,  and 
mqxe  (}>eiDg  ignorant  of  your  estate)  I  may 
pot  term  ye ;  nevertheless  if  I  fail  in  the  one, 
let  friendship  yet  forget  the  other.  Let  it 
loffice,  that  I  am  one  whom  fortune  hath 
injured  every  way  by  mishap,  and  advantaged 
ao  way  by  any  good  luck ;  so  that  to  answer 
j<mr  demand,  I  am  the  only  lady  who  may 
ccmipare  with  all  for  misfortune.  As  toiith- 
iag  my  name^vfbich  may  urge  you  to  rc- 
nember  my  moau  when  you  are  not  ignorant 
tf  me;  understand  that  I  am  called  Paudri* 
cia,  daughter  to  the  famous  king  of  Lacede* 
iiioma,aml  though  at  this. present  in  this  un-* 
comfortaUe  wilderness,  yet  am  I  governor 
^  his  princely  dominions.  And  here  by  ia 
a  castle  I  pass  forth  my  unfortunate  life, 
having  no  other  company  than  these  whom 
you  may  behold,  who  bear  part  in  my  moan 
and  mishap.  As  for  the  estimation  of  my 
life,  the  joy  is  so  small  and  the  grief  so  well 
acquainted,  that  I  am  rather  desperate  to  end 
it  tha«  desirous  to  wdure  it.    And  now  I 
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make  my  return  to  my  careful  castle,  tlie 
which,  for  that  it  is  not  unprovided  of  fair 
ladies,  such  as  you  see  here  present,  I  have 
termed  it  the  Garden  of  Damsels,  Wherein  I 
receive  as  much  solace  by  mourning,  as  any 
lady  tasting  my  mishap  can  obtain  in  mirth; 
I  am  sure  if  you  have  travelled  countries,  yoti 
are  not  ignorant  how  the  king  Tarnaes  my 
brother,  who  after  the  death  of  my  father, 
was  enchanted  in  the  castle  of  the  .Black 
^  Birds,*  until  such  time  as  bj^  the  valiancy  of 
the  famous  prince  Don  Duardos,  he  was  defi* 
Vered  out  of  so  grievous  perplexity;  Tim 
prince  afterward  remaining  with  my  brolis^ 
in  Lacedemonia  so  long  as  him  pleased, 
where  were  such  triumphs  ordained,  ^» 
might  gratify  such  an  honourable  person- 
age, I  (the  more  unfortunate  I)  conceived 
so  good  opinion  of  his  valiant  behaviour^c 
that  I  chose  him  as  the  honour  of  my  life, 
and  patron  of  ray  love,  esteeming  all  other 


•  Prlmaleon,  Part  8.    This  is  the  advcnturft  which  A.  Mtm- 
day  httt  emitted  iu  hn  traoskliofi. 
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but  base  in  respect  of  him,  and  he  to  be  as 
far  beyond  them  all  as  I  was  deceived  far 
from  my  hope.  But  my  labour  was  spent  to 
loss ;  for  that  long  before  he  had  vowed  his 
service'to  the  fair  damsel  Flerida,  to  whom 
he  was  espoused.  Thus  was  my  love  de- 
spised, myself  disgraced,  and  she  honoured 
with  that  gallant  whom  I  loved  too  soon,,  and 
lost  too  late  f  which  causeth  me  refrain  all 
courtly  company^  taking  me  to  the  sorrow  of 
my  folly,  that  mist  the  good  hap  I  desired  in 
faith.  And  yet  behold  in  remembrance  of 
this  unkind  Don  Duardos,  I  have  reserved 
this  image  as  the  chief  ornament  of  my  cham-* 
her,  imagining  the  person  present,  when  God 
knows  he  is  far  from  me  in  distance  of  place> 
but  farther  off  in  good  will  of  heart.  Yet 
often  do  I  blame  .the  picture  for  the  mastec'i^ 
Jtoke;  whom  had  I  but  half  so  much  power 
of  as  I  have  of  this  portrait,  he  should  know 
my  love  is  more  than  he  can  possible  de- 
sire, and  so  much  that  he  can  never  live  to 
deserve.  But  now  certain  tidings  are  come 
to  Lacedemonia,  that  he  who  hath  occasion- 
ed jne  this  Ufe  hath  lost  his  o\vn.  My  grief 
then  became  so  great  that  I  could  no  longer 
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beguile  it  as  heretofore,  and  now  I  go  to«a 
house  of  mine  which  is  nigh  at  hand,  and 
which  I  have  called  the  House  of  Sadness, 
to  solemnize  the  funeral  of  this  image,  which 
to  see  accomplished  this  carefnl  company,  as 
you  may  perceive,  are  ready  to  assist  me  in 
this  heavy  travel*  And  therefore,  courteous 
knight,  if  you  please  to  see  my  funerals  and 
picture  of  the  ungrateful  prince  Don  Duar- 
dos,  lift  up  the  hearse,  and  your  eyes  shall 
bear  witness  what  I  have  given  you  in  w  ords. 
Paudricia  concluding  her  discourse  with  a 
heavy  sigh,  the  prince  Primaleon  lifted  up 
the  hearse,  where  he  beheld  the  lively  image 
of  his  dear  friend  Don  Duardos,  so  artificially 
made,  tl^t  he  doubted  whether  he  had  been 
slain  thereabout  or  no:  under  hi.<;head  were 
two  pillows  of  black  velvet,  and  on  either  side 
of  the  body  two  burning  tapers,  which  en- 
forced th^  prince  to  turn  his  talk  into  tears ; 
and  there  he  bare  Paudricia  company  for 
all  that  night,  endeavouring  her  comfort: 
but  her  vowed  sorrow  would  not  sutkr  any 
persuasion  in  diis  case.  Yet  would  not  Pri« 
maleon  depart,  but  bare  her  company  into 
another  vaUey.    Through  this  vaUey  ran  a 
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Wack  and  ugly  river,  bepet  with  high  trees ; 
round  about,  which  xnade  it  very  obscure 
and  unpleasant  to  the  bebold^s.  The  sound 
of  the  waters  was  so  loud  ami  fearfiil  that  it 
dismayed  all  who  heard,  and  the  trees  were 
dark  imd  mournful,  and  the  air  filled  with 
rooks  who  had  their  nests  upon  th^si.  In 
the  midst  of  this  river  was  an  isle,  wherein 
was  placed  an  ancient  mansion,  with  many 
pinnacles  and  battlements,  covered  all  over 
with  black ;  which  declared  small  pleasure  ta 
those  who  remained  there,  and  great  occa- 
Mon  of  sitdness  to  any  that  should  come  there. 
The  entrance  was  dark,  and  such  as  to  fill 
any  one  with  fear ;  the  chambers  of  this  so- 
litary place  were  adorned  with  mmiy  pic* 
tares,  as  witnesses  of  the  great  misfortunes 
that  had  happened  to  many  lovers :  as  the  ' 
tragical  motion  of  Hero  and  Leander,  the 
sorrowfal  end  of  Pyramus  and  Thisbe,  ac- 
companied with  the  mournful  Philomela. 
Then  next  her  stood  the  unhappy  queen 
Dido,  having  the  blade  of  Eneas  pierced 
throng  her  harmless  heart :  the  worKman- 
ship  so  cunningly  ordered,  that  you  would 
have  judged  the  fre^  blood  to  drop  fronj^ 
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her  fair  body,  Medea,  Progne,  Ariadne, 
Phsedra,  and  Pasiphae,  were  all  worthily 
painted,  with  the  whole  discourse  of  their 
lives.  There  stood  Orpheus,  wrapped  about 
in  the  fire  of  hell,  having  in  his  hand  his 
harp,  which  in  times  past  could  recover  him 
his  wife  Eurydice.  Acteon  bare  company 
with  these  unfortunate  lovers,  in  the  shape  of 
an  hart,  and  torn  in  pieces  by  his  own 
hounds ;  by  him  stood  Narcissus,  and  divers 
other,  which  I,  omit  for  brevity,  as  also  fearful 
to  be  too  tedious.  Paudricia  being  now 
come  to  the  door  of  this  foresaid  mansion, 
she  caused  the  damsels  to  bear  in  the  funerals 
of  the  prince  Don  Duardos;  then  turning  to 
Primaleon,  gave  him  this  farewell  :  Sir 
knight,  lo  1  here  the  rest  of  my  misfortunes, 
and  last  sepulchre  of  my  heavy  travels ;  I 
ftball  request  your  company  no  further,  for 
that  none  must  enter  here,  but  he  that  vows 
to  be  partner  in  our  pensiveriess,  and  can 
abandon  the  name  of  all  pleasures,  to  ex- 
press his  mishaps  in  bemoaning  my  funerals. 
She  entering,  the  knights  closed  the  door, 
ao  that  Primaleon  had  not  the  time  to  an- 
fi^wer  her ;  nevertheless  he  staid  to  hear  the 
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sorrowfiil  clamours  they  made  within^  which 
was  no  less  irksoii\e  to  his  heart  than  had  he 
seen  the  perfect  interring  of  his  dear  brother 
Don  Duardos.  At  last  he  departed^  direct- 
ing his  course  into  such  places  where  he 
thought  soonest  to  hear  tidings  of  his  strayed 
friend.  So  travelling  on  in  good  hope,  we 
will  leave  him  a  while,  and  declare  more 
at  Is^rge  the  cause  of  Paudricia  her  great 
mourning ;  as  also  what  fortuned  to  the  two 
young  princes,  nourished  iu  the  cave  of  the 
ravage  man. 
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CHAPTER  7. 


Tlie  occasion  why  Paudricia  bare  such  great 
affection  to  the  prince  Don  Duardos  is  at 
large  declared  in  the  book  intitled  Primaleon. 
How  that  after  the  prince  had  delivered  her 
"brother  Tamaes  out  of  the  enchanted  castle, 
l^herein  his  father  had  devised  the  way  to 
enclose  him,  and  then  came  home  with  hin^ 
into  Lacedemonia,  she  often  seemed  to  move 
good  liking  on  her  behalf  to  the  prince  Doa 
Duardos ;  but  he  by  no  means  could  direct 
his  fancy  after  her  course,  for  that  hi^ 
-promise  before  passed  to  the  princess 
Flerida,  withheld  the  consent  she  gladly 
looked  for, 
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To  avoid  therefore  what  might  happen>  he 
refused  to  use  her  company  in  talk,  as  before 
he  If  as  wont :  but  her  company  did  not  dis- 
please Belagriz,  who  was  afterwards  soldaa 
of  Niquea,  after  the  death  of  Maulerim  his 
eldest  hrother.  Fo»  he  understanding  the 
secret  aflFection  and  great  good  will  that  she 
entirely  bare  to  the  noble  prince  Don  Duar- 
dos,  adventured  to  try  fortune ;  who  so  fa- 
vourably prospered  his  intent,  that  under  the 
title  of  Don  Duardos  he  entered  her  cham- 
ber^ where  acquainting  himself  with  h(?r  to 
his  desire  and  her  deceit,  time  brought  their 
pleasure  to  a  goodly  son  named  Blandidon*^ 
of  whom  hereafter  you  sliall  be  more  largely 
certified. 

But  Paudricia  giving  credit  to  herself,  that 
the  noble  Don  Duardos  had  received  the 
estimation  of  her  honour,  grounded  such 
firm  affection  on  him,  as  was  more  than  she 
ought,  and  more  than  he  would  grant.  So 
keeping  his  picture  in  his  absence,  and  uii- 
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derstanding  of  his  8ii{>posed  iJeath,  she  ns«4 
this  solemnity  in  honour  of  his  funcr&l,  and 
attired  herself  according  as  became  her  mis- 
fortune; departing  from  the  Garden  of  Dam- 
sels to  her  House  of  Sadness^  sitppositig  there 
to  end  her  life  with  the  loss  of  her  love; 
So  remaineth  she  in  place,  where  she  shtrt 
the  door  against  the  prince  Primaleon,  who 
is  likewise  endeavouring  himself  in  his  ad- 
ventures. Return  we  now  to  the  two  young 
princes,  whom  the  sa^'age  man^s  wife  had 
carefully  nourished  up,  as  had  they  been  her 
own  children  she  could  not  have  used  more 
motherly  compassion. 

In  short  time  they  grew  to  such  estate,  that 
their  whole  delight  was  to  hunt  the  savage 
beasts  in  the  forest;  whereunto  Plorian  had 
more  affection  than  his  brother  Pahnerin,  for 
he  used  every  day  to  bear  his  boiv,  and  lead 
the  two  lions,  that  he  became  ifiore  expert 
than  the  savage  man  himsfelf :  and  thus  for 
ten  years  space  lived  these  two  young  princes, 
"beloved  well  of  him  who  before  was  their 
greatest  enemy. 
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It  fortuned  on  a  Sunday  morning  tbat  Florion 
wandered  about  the  forest  with  his  lions^ 
which  he  tied  up,  meaning  to  take  by  force 
the  first  wild  beast  that  should  appear  in 
his  sight.  Having  lon^  staid  without  any 
prey,  he  determined  to  return;  but  at  last 
he  espied  a  inighty  hart  in  a  grove  of  trees, 
whereat  he  let  fly  an  arrow  with  such  force, 
that  it  pas.sed  clean  thorough  the  body  x)f 
the  beast.  The  hart  feeling  herself  wounded 
presently  took  flight;  which  he  perceiving 
let  shp  the  Uons  after  him,  but  all  in  vaui, 
for  the  swiftness  of  the  hart  outreached  the 
sjpeedy  pace  of  the  lions. 

And  Florian  strayed  so  far  that  he  had  lost 
the  sight  of  the  lions  and  the  hart,  as  also  the 
way  to  the  savage  man's  house;  which  caused 
him  to  wander  in  heaviness,  till  tlie  dark 
night  overshadowed  him,  when  he  espied 
two  shepherds  making  a  little  fire  of  sticks 
to  warm  them,  because  the  night  was  ex- 
<jeeding  cold.  Florian  being  there  arrived, 
he  sat  him  down  by  a  river's  side,  in  the  very 
same  place  that  his  motlier  brought  him  into 
the  world ;  where  sitting  a  pretty  while  he 


,y  Google 


70 

espied  a  knight  come  ridings  attired  in  black 
armour^  spotted  with  red^  bearing  in  his 
shield  the  image  of  a  griffon,  with  a  certain 
poscy,  which  was  unknown  to  any,  his  lady 
and  himself  excepted.  This  knight  was 
named  sir  Pridos,  who  still  advanced  him-* 
self  in  the  search  of  the  noble  prince  Don 
Duardos;  and  he  rode  very  pensive  and  sad", 
till  casting  his  eyes  uppn  Florian,  his  heart 
began  somewhat  to  conceive  a  marvellous 
inward  joy,  for  that  his  countenance  bare  the 
perfect  image  of  his  tioble  father.  Where- 
upon sir  Pridos  fell  in  divers  demands  with 
him,  which  Florian  very  courteously  an- 
swered ;  so  that  sir  Pridos  fell  into  a  great 
desire  that  he  would  bear  him  company  to 
London,  where  in  the  king's  court  he  wouM 
present  him,  among  the  number  of  those 
wbc^n  renowned  fame  did  ever  accompany. 
The  young  prince  Florian,  more  desirous  to 
lead  his  life  among  the  gallants  than  to  pass 
his  time  so  solitarily  among  the  unfrequented 
places  in  the  wild  forest,  gave  his  consent; 
and  journeyed  with  sir  Pridos  to  the  English 
•  court,.where  he  presented  him  to  the  king, 
clothed  in  the  skin  of  a  hart,,  a  tWng  of  m 


,y  Google 


7} 

small  admiration  to  the  king;  yet  did  he  re- 
ceive him  very  graciously,  in  that  it  i«  the 
pature  of  the  heart  to  receive  pleasure  frc^a 
those  things  which  ought  to  give  it,  even 
^Qugh  it  knows  them  not.    And  taking  the 
child  by  the  hand  he  led  him  to  the  chamber 
pf  flerida,  and  in  (his  manner  began  to  sa« 
lute  her :  Fair  dau^ter,  among  all  the  griev- 
ous vexations  that  afflict  your  weak  nature. 
Id  !  here,  the  honour  sir  Pridos  doth  prc:>eni 
you  withal,  who  in  searching  your  noble  lord 
and  my  son,  hath  found  this  jewel,  which  he 
offereth  to  you  as  the  ixuits  of  his  labours. 
And  trust  me,  the  pftener  I  behold  his  sweet 
countenance,  the  more  I  conceive  opinion  c;t' 
his  alhance  to  my  son  Don  Duardos.    The. 
princess  Flejrida  was  not  a  little  pleased  with 
so  glad  a  present,  in  sign  wherepf  she  em- 
braced her  son,  albeit  unknown,  ^nd  went 
straightway  tq  sir  Pridos,  who  certified  hd*, 
that  he  fonnd  him  sitting  in  the  same  plnce 
where  the  savage  man  caitxe  with  bis  two 
lions  and  took  her  two  children  from  her. 

This  moved  Hefi<la  ta  suppose  him  for  hit 
son;  but  fortune  would  not  as  yet  suffer  a 
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perfect  asaurance^  that  either  he  should 
know  hcT  tor  his  mother,  or  she  him  for  her 
child.  Nevertheless,  she  gave  hun  the  name 
of  the  ChUd  of  the  Desert,  training  him  up 
in  the  company  of  a  young  gentleman,  son 
to  sir  Pridos  and  Artada,  named  Don  Rosi- 
ran,  de  la  Brunda ;  with  whom  I  will  leave 
this  gentle  prince  Horian,  to  know  what  the 
aavage  man  and  Palmerin  did,  seeing  Florian 
letnriied  not  as  he  was  wont  to  do. 
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CHAPTER  8. 


The  savs^e  man  long  expected  the  return  of 
Florian,  and  seeing  it  wax  dark  and  his  hope 
deceived,  he  was  out  of  measure  disquieted 
for  his  absence.  But  in  the  moniirig  the 
lions  returned  home,  all  washed  in  the  l)lood 
of  the  hart  which  they  had  slain  ;  when  the 
savage  man  perceived  their  guide  w  anting, 
and  they  thus  polluted,  what  with  anguisli 
of  heart  and  choleric  persuasions,  in  hii 
desperate  mood  he  slew  both  the  lions,  and 
entered  into  such  a  disquietness,  that  nothing 
could  assuage  his  extreme  passion. 

The  young  prince  Palmerin,  sustaining  great 
sorrow  for  the  absence  of  his  brother,  walked 
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to  the  sea  shore,  accompanied  with  Selviam, 
the  savage  man's  son  ;  where  sitting  comfort- 
ing each  other  on  the  green  bank,  as  nature 
moved  the  one  and  nurture  the  other,  they 
espied  a  galley  to  strike  on  the  shore,  where 
they  twain  disported.  Polendos,  king  of 
Thessaly,  being  chief  captain  in  this  galley, 
who  likewise  directed  his  journey  for  the 
finding  of  Don  Duardos,  commanded  to  cast 
anchor  there ;  because  for  recreation's  sake, 
he  would  walk  up  into  the  forest,  as  also  to 
find  sweet  water,  whereof  he  was  greatly 
destitute.  And  seeing,  as  it  befcl,  these 
children,  and  beholding  the  beauty  of  Pal- 
merin,  with  the  no  less  civil  than  comely  be- 
haviour of  them  both,  he  desired  them  to  go 
aboard  with  him,  and  he  would  prefer  them 
in  such  place  as  they  should  be  raised  to  ho- 
nour, and  find  all  things  equivalent  to  their 
gentle  natures.  Palmerin,  whose  fancy  could 
hardly  brook  that  savage  kind  of  life,  but 
rather  desired  to  acquaint  himself  with 
courtly  exercise,  gave  grant  to  that  which 
the  king  had  requested;  albeit  Selviam  used 
entreaty  to  persuade  him  to  the  contrary, 
but  when  he  saw  all  means  that  he  devised 
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could  take  no  effect,  he  vowed  never  to  leave 
his  company,  eitlier  for  misery,  misfortune^ 
or  any  accident  whatsoever,  llie  king,  no 
less  delighted  in  mind,  than  greatly  ton* 
tented  with  the  manners  of  Palmerin,  (hig 
servants  being  returned  with  such  necessaries 
as  he  sent  them  for)  went  aboard  and  hoisted 
sails  presently,  committing  themselves  to 
God  and  the  mercy  of  the  waves.  So  rid* 
ing  at  their  pleasure,  the  king  desired  Pal- 
merin  to  certify  him,  as  concerning  his  birth 
and  parentage,  whicdi  the  courteous  prince 
right  willingly  gave  consent  unto,  declaring 
his  life  with  the  savage  man,  whom  he  cer-» 
tainly  supposed  to  be  his  father. 

After  many  days  sailing  they  arrived  at  Con 
stantinople,  which  at  that  present  was  en* 
dued  with  a  great  heaviness,  as  in  time  past 
it  surpassed  in  princely  delights  ;  the  port  or 
haven,  Ukewise  being  nakedly  provided  of 
ships,  for  that  the  ocean  and  Mediterranean 
seas  had  scattered  the  Whole  navy  in  search  ' 
of  the  prince  Don  Duardos,  as  also  to  know 
what  w^as  become  of  the  noble  Primaleon; 
yet  in  all  this  time  no  wished  tidings  heard^ 


,y  Google 


76 

The  emperor,  understanding  that  Polendos 
was  arrived  at  Constantinople,  walked  down 
to  the  haven,  to  accompany  him  to  his  pa- 
lace ;  where  being  come,and  hearing  by  him 
no  tidings  of  his  sons,  became  very  sorrow- 
ful, as  he  had  continued  so  a  long  time. 
Then  Polendos,  to  put  the  emperor  out  of 
this  sad  conceit,  presented  unto  him  the 
young  prince  Palmerin,  accompanied  with 
Selviam :  who  casting  his  eyes  on  the 
young  prince,  entered  presently  into  such  an 
^Iteration  of  joy,  as  had  he  been  his  own  son 
Primaleon  he  could  hardly  have  been  better 
contented.  Wherefore  he  commanded  a 
knight  to  conduct  him  to  the  princess  Gri- 
donia,  willing  her  to  give  him  as  servant  to 
the  fair  Polinard^,  whose  beauty  was  so  ex- 
cellent, her  feature  agreeable  in  every  line^ 
ament,  her  modesty  so  decent,  and  virtue 
thereto  apparent,  that  she  wa§  rightly  termed 
the  phojnix  for  beauty,  and  most  famous 
among  ladies  for  bounty.  The  empress  and 
Gridonia  received  the  young  prince,  albeit 
ignorant  of  his  estate,  yet  as  beseemed  their 
honours,  respecting  who  sent  him,  and  went 
straightway  to  present  him  to  the  fair  Polt* 
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narda ;  who  in  time  caused  him  to  adven* 
ture  his  good  fortune  among  the  pikes  of 
mischances  and  hazards  of  most  danger,  only 
for  her  love,  which  he  bought  as  dearly  aa 
she  gave  it  daintily :  for  proof  let  suffice  what 
hereafter  ensueth.  But  attend  a  strange  and 
rare  event :  on  a  sudden  was  arrived  in  the 
emperor's  palace,  a  comely  damsel  mounted 
oa  a  courser  as  white  as  a  swan,  bearing 
trappings  of  the  same  colour  of  fringed 
velvet  powdered  with  little  roses  of  gold, 
which  were  set  in  such  order  as  greatly  to 
adorn  the  palfrey.  She  wore  a  French  robe 
of  new  invention,  made  for  travelling,  bor- 
dered with  rolls  of  gold,  interwoven  one  with- 
the  other;  her  hair  fastened  with  a  thread  of 
the  same  colour,  and  thrown  back,  and  a 
chaplet  of  bright  flowers  upon  her  head, 
wliich  diffused  a  singular  perfume.  She 
being  come  into  the  presence  of  the  emperor,, 
to  the  no  little  admiration  of  him,  with  all 
those  that  bare  him  company,  she  drew  forth 
a  letter,  delivering  the  same  with  such  ma^ 
jesty  of  behaviour,  as  was  meet  to  gratify 
such  an  honourable  personage;  which  the 
emperor  delivering  to  one  of  Ixis  hersaWs, 
H  3 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


78 

commanded  it  to  be  read  in  public  audience  j 
who  unsealing  it  began  as  foUowetl^ : 

To  the  invincible  and  most  renowned  Palmertn^ 
emperor  of  Greece,  salutations. 

Renowned  emperor,  at  whose  name  the 
enemy  quaketh,  and  the  subjects  rejoiceth; 
in  whose  court  fame  is  the  riches  of  the  va-j 
liant,  and  friendship  the  reward  of  any  that 
be  venturous;  I  wish  thy  state  as  permar 
nent  as  thy  deeds  hath  been  puissant,  and 
the  unanimity  of  thy  friends  to  prosper  in 
longanimity  of  happy  fortune.  The  young 
prince  that  thou  hast  received  into  thy  court 
is  descended  of  two  the  most  puissant  kings 
in  Christendom.  Wherefore  let  his  enter- 
tainment be  such  as  his  honour  dqth  de- 
serve, and  his  estimation  according  as  his 
valour  doth  declare :  for  he  it  is  must  de- 
fend the  diadem  of  thy  dominions  when  it 
shall  remain  destitute  of  wished  defence;  and 
he  it  is  that  shall  make  thee  lauded  of  for- 
tune, and  loved  of  thy  "enemies  as  of  thy 
dearest  firienil.  Likewise,  the  two  most  un- 
fortunate princes  of  the  world  shall  enjoy 
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their  liberty  by  him ;  in  which  many  have  . 
and  shall  attempt,  but  he  alone  is  ords^ine^ 
to  finish  this  ej^ploit ;  for  that  he  is  above  all 
in  the  favour  of  fortune,  and  he  shall  excel 
all  in  the  nobility  of  knighthood.  Thus  lec^v- 
ing  the  sum  of  my  promise  to  your  gracious 
trial,  I  v^ish  the  noble  emperor  of  Greece  may 
Jive  in  eternal  honour  and  felicity. 

By  her,  who  is  more  in  duty  than  by 
pen  or  words  she  can  any  ways 
disclose. 

The  Lady  of  the  Lake. 

The  emperor,  no  less  amazed  at  thi§  happy 
adventure,  than  contented  at  the  gla^d  news 
of  this  noble  young  prince,  desired  of  the 
damsel,  who  might  be  the  Lady  of  the  Lake. 
To  whom  the  damsel  replied:  Nobl^  sir,  she 
is  altogether  unknown  of  me ;  but  thus  much 
I  dare  boldly  assure  your  majesty,  that  what 
her  letter  ^resenteth  shall  be  performed  in 
this  worthy  young  prince.  These  speeches 
ended,  the  damsel  departed:  which  the  em- 
peror perceiving  sent  for  the  young  prince, 
upon  whom  using  many  cheerful  counte- 
nances, he    desired  his    noble    gentlemen 
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standing  by,  that  he  might  be  termed  of  all^ 
Palmerin,  after  his  own  name;  for  tJiat  he 
thought  he  should  be  the  better  esteemed 
of  his  lady  Polinarda;  little  thinking  that 
there  was  a  greater  reason  why  he  should  be 
so  called,  to  wit,  that  it  was  his  own  true 
name,  which  had  been  given  him  in  baptism. 
Then  giving  him  garments  after  another 
ikshion  than  those  in  which  he  was  found, 
he  ordered  the  old  ones  to  be  carefully  laid 
aside,  that  they  might  be  produced  at  some 
future  time,  if  what  the  letter  said  should 
come  true.  But  the  empress  and  Gridonia 
still  lamented  the  loss  of  Primaleon,  whose 
absence  from  the  court  was  chiefest  cause  of 
their  sorrow. 
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CHAPTER  9. 


I  have  declared  unto  you  before,  how  Ver-r 
nao  the  prince  of  AUemaigne,  and  son  to 
the  emperor  Trineo  and  the  fair  Agriola, 
left  the  court  of  Constantinople,  when  Pri- 
maleon  departed  to  seek  the  prince  Pon  Du?u- 
dos.  In  which  affairs  this  gentle  prince  like- 
wise behaved  himself  so  worthily  in  many  rare 
exploits,  that  his  fame  remaineth  as  a  per- 
fect type  of  honour  in  the  Allemaigne 
chronicles :  for  which  cause  I  leave  to  re- 
hearse them,  returning  to  that  which  hap- 
pened this  prince,  and  is  in  my  charge  to 
gpeak  of.  It  fortuned,  that  he  having  spent 
no  small  labour  in  travel,  arrived  at  last  iii 
Great  Britain,  where  he  had  good  hope  to 
jje^r  some  qcws  to  i^nd  his  labour. 
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And  being  entered  into  the  unfortunate 
forest,  riding  very  sadly,  for  that  his  mind 
was  somewhat  distracted  with  remembrance 
of  his  fair  Basilia,  at  length  there  met  him 
a  comely  knight,  very  bravely  mounted  on 
a  roan  horse,  attired  in  armour  of  gold  and 
grey,  fashioned  like  columns;  the  hehnet  of 
tiie  same  fashion,  laced  with  strings  of  gold 
and  grey ;  he  bore  a  serpent  of  many 
colours  in  a  white  shield,  which  carried  the 
marks  of  many  rough  encounters ;  for  which 
cause  he  was  called  the  Knight  of  the  Ser- 
pent. Passing  by  the  prince  Vernao,  he 
used  such  courtesy  unto  him  as  beseemed 
knighthood,  and  was  meet  for  such  a  noble 
person ;  but  he  altogether  using  his  thoughts 
on  his  fair  Basilia,  had  not  leisure  to  behold 
the  knight's  courtesy.  The  knight  of  the 
serpent  supposing  that  either  he  willingly 
would  not  perceive,  or  seeing,  scorned  the 
gentle  salutations  he  used,  revived  the 
prince  Vernao  with  these  speeches :  Sir 
knight,  methinks  it  might  stand  with  your 
honour  and  profession,  and  no  blemish  to 
you   any  way,   but  bounty  every  way,  to 
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kave  thought  well  of  him  who  meant  no  ill 
to  yon,  and  to  have  gratified  him  hke  a 
courtier,  that  disdained  to  pass  by  you  and 
not  use  courtesy. 

The  prince  being  driven  forth  of  his  dumps, 
whereto  he  Irnd  more  pleasure  than  to  the 
knight's  gentle  proffer,  between  jest  and 
earnest  thus  answered:  Sir,  I  may  be  of- 
fended without  blame,  and  judge  your  be- 
haviour to  be  v^7  bold,  that  would  con- 
strain me  to  speaic,  not  hearing  your  speedj, 
when  I  bad  more  matters  in  mind  then 
would  suffer  me  to  see  you,  much  less  to 
hear  you* 

Sir,  (quoth  the  knight  of  the  serpent)  this 
excuse  is  far  too  simple,  in  denying  both 
your  hearing  and  sight ;  for  though  staAe- 
liness  would  not  suffer  you  to  see  me,  yet 
the  loudness  of  my  speech  doth  justify  you 
might  hear  me.  Vemao  hearing  the  large 
language  of  the  knight,  which  might  quickly 
move  him  to  anger,  (being  before  subject 
to  overmuch  melancholy)  thus  shortly  re- 
plied :   Sir  knight^  you  have  better  Ucence 
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to  depart  than  leave  to  stay  here ;  fwr  that 
my  mind  is  troubled  with  such  matters,  as 
rather  requireth  your  absence  than  alloweth 
your  presence:  giving  you  further  to  un- 
derstandj  that  your  company  is  so  much  to 
my  hurt,  that  the  strife  which  may  arise 
between  us  will  be  to  your  great  harm. 
When  die  knight  perceived  what  small 
estimation  Vernao  had  of  him,  thus  roundly 
replied :  Sir,  either  your  bringing  up  hath 
been  over  churlish,  or  your  present  be- 
haviour scant  currant;  greater  danger  is 
in  concealing  what  I  desire,  than  damage  in 
revealing  such  a  simple  demand*  I  desire 
rather  (quoth  Vernao)  mine  own  ruin,  than  I 
should  be  so  simple  to  grant  what  you  re- 
quest: wherefore,  esteeming  thy  manhood 
as  small  to  command  as  thy  might  to  com- 
pel, I  will  bury  ihy  thoughts  with  my  death, 
before  I  intend  to  satisfy  thy  desire.  So 
leaving  their  words,  they  fell  to  weapons ; 
where  shivering  their  spears  and  armour, 
they  encountered  in  such  a  bravery  that 
they  were  glad  to  take  breathing ;  when  the 
knight  of  the  serpent  began  thus  to  charge 
him :  I  believe,  sir,  you  find  this  skirmish 
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more  hot  than  your  concealed  thoughts  may 
be  esteemed  wisdom,  and  that  your  estate 
standeth  in  a  more  sharp  hazard  than  your 
mute  conceits  are  of  force  to  yield  you  any 
sure  hel{> ;  which  I  hope  shall  shew  you  the 
difference  between  a  careless  groom  and  a 
courtly  gentleman. 

Sir,  (answered  the  prince  Vernc^  your 
opinion  is  as  yet  far  beyond  my  purpose ; 
for  that  you  are  as  wide  from  your  hope  as 
you  are  scant  wise  to  put  your,  intent  to 
hap.  Persuade  yourself  this,  that  the  cou- 
rage I  have  to  your  foil,  and  secrecy  I  esteem 
of  mine  own  faith,  shall  ere  long  give  an 
absolute  answer,  whether  I  shall  perish  in 
my  determination,  or  thyself  prevail  in  what 
thou  demandest ;  which  shall  crave  no  longer, 
forbearance,  than  my  sword  hath  taught 
you  manners,  that  against  my  will  would 
teach  me  your  kind  of  modesty.  Then  fell 
they  to  a  fresh  combat,  which  was  more 
dangerous  than  their  first  assault;  when 
being  wearied  with  sword,  they  endeavoured 
by  wrestling  to  suppress  the  strength  of  each; 
but  the  equal  behaviour  of  their  force  was 
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such,  as  ttbe  loss  of  tb^if  blPod  wa&  gwftt : 
yet  their  valia*aj:  hearts  would  caaceiv«  ^0 
feintneBs.  The  knighi  of  ib^  serpwt  t^ 
such  a  desire  tx>  kjax>w  gainst  winini  faicr 
fought,  th*t  ouce  more  he  begioi  to  use  feir 
speeches  to  hiia.  I  p£cceiv<e>  $k^  you  i90fis 
esteem  your  earnest  opinioia,  than  you  stand 
in  fear  of  the  loss  of  your  life  ;  which  were 
»ore  honour  for  you  to  deliv*fer  unto  know- 
ledge^ than  such  a  severe  elianee  siiould 
happen  unto  eitber  of  ust  yei  is  my  mkid  so 
seeded,  that  I  will  Imow  footb  your  secret 
and  yourself,  or  it  sliaU  ritlue  «y  life.  As 
for  ray  life  (quoch  VerAao)  I  am  so  moch 
the  more  willing  to  lose  it,  by  how  mooch  i 
perceive  you  jealous  to  kno<w  what  you  shaU 
not.  WhereapoB  thoy  began  agaia  tim 
thirxl  time,  albeit  more  faintly  ^than  befoM 
passed ;  which  caused  tbeir  esquires  standing 
by  to  enter  into  many  heavy  eoittplauiiita, 
especially  the  esquire  of  the  prince  Veruao, 
who  thus  framed  his  moan :  Oh,  uafortu|jat« 
emperor,  who  is  ignorant  tliat  foartun«  will 
at  this  time  deprive  him  of  his  joy !  The 
knight  of  the  serpent  noting  these  words, 
presently  conjectured  that  it  was  the  prince 
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V^mao,  Son  to  the  ettip^rot  of  Allcmaigne> 
agmitst  whbm  he  entered  combat,  and  how 
grtevoas  the  emperor  Palmerin  would  take 
the  matter,  if  he  heai^  of  the  loss  of  either 
of  them  both.  Beside,  himself  would  be 
loth  any  way  to  displease  the  gentle  prince 
Vernao ;  wherefore,  for  more  assurance  of 
him,  he  beheld  his  broken  shield,  wherein 
he  perceived  a  half  burning  heart  in  a  green 
field,  which  gave  him  persuasion  that  it  was 
be,  to  whom  he  thus  used  his  speech :  Sir 
Vernao,  my  mind  constraineth  me  to  give 
over  the  fight,  being  right  sorry  that  I  h^ve 
continued  it  so  long ;  for  that  the  princess 
Basilia  is  cause  of  your  sorrow,  which  you 
feared  to  utter,  and  now  by  myself  declared. 
Pardon  your  friend  Belcar,  who  is  so  heartily 
sorry,  that  h^  rather  desireth  the  death  than  to 
see  you  in  any  distress.  The  prince  Vernao, 
perceiving  that  it  was  his  friend  Belcar,  ran 
to  him,  embracing  him  in  his  arms,  giving 
him  a  thousand  thanks  that  he  had  so  found 
the  mean  to  cut  off  their  quarrel.  Then 
giving  their  helmets  to  their  esquires,  who 
did  their  best  to  bind  up  their  wounds>  they 
IS 
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roie  to  the  city  of  Esbrique,  which  was  not 
fer  from  the  forest,  recounting  to  each  other 
what  had  happened  them  two  in  search  of 
the  prince  Don  Duardos. 
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CHAPTER  \0. 


Dramuzkindo  still  detaining  the  prince  Don 
Dimrdos  captive,  was  suddenly  advertised  by 
his  aunt  Eutropa,  .that  there  shoiild  arrive  a 
knight  at  his  castle^  whose  prowess  would 
go  near  to  attaint  his  honour,  as  also  enforce 
his  life  to  stand  in  some  hazard.  He  giving 
credit  unto  her  persuasion,  and  somewhat 
careful  to  avoid  the  imminent  peril,  fortified 
his  castle  with  such  sure  defence  as  he  thought 
sufficient  to  award  the  enemy,  and  maintain 
the  intent  he  had  vowed  to  prosecute.  For 
fear  some  time  maketh  a  man  to  be  wise, 
that  else  in  a  desperate  mood  would  set  the 
World  on  wheels.  .  .^ 
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Bq  Dramuziandoj  albeit  famous  in  his  deeds,) 
yet  fearful  to  be  surprised  by  any  danger, 
pseth  the  industry  of  his  aunt  Eutropa>  with 
the  Kelp  of  his  friends,  whose  courage  he 
knew  equal  to  their  wise  foresight,  to  be 
revenged  on  all  knights,  for  the  death  of  hb 
father  Franarque :  wliich  the  better  to  ac- 
complish, he  entertained  into  his  castle  two 
hardy  and   fearful  giants,  the  •one  named 
f  Pandaro,  the  other,  Daliagam  of  the  Dark 
Cave;  whose  stature  were  no  less  in  ugliness 
than  their  strength  cruel  in  resistance.     And 
because  he  would  have  every  thing  in  due 
preparation,    he    determined    (when    need 
should  be)  how  he  woujd  have   his  castle 
defended,   as  thus :    the  noble  prince  Don 
Duardos,  against  all   knights    that    came, 
should  have  the  first  honour  of  the  fight, 
and  joust  with  whosoever  attempted  the  ad- 
venture ;  next   to  him   the  giant  Pandaro 
should  do  battle  with  the  adventurer ;  if  he 
failed,  stout  Daliagam  of  theDarkCave  should 
give  them  their  welcome,  whose  countenance 
was  fearful  to  all  that  saw  him,  and  whose 
might  was  cruel  to  all  that  should  hap  to 
fee]  him ;  and  if  so  happed  that  both  giants 
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should  be  worstied,  then  Dramuziaudo  hini- 
self  should  give  him  battle. 

In  this  way  the  time  past  on,  and  many  en- 
counters were  won  before  the  gate  of  the 
castle^  never  one  escaping  from  the  joustj^ 
with  Don  Duardo^,  so  as  to  call  out  Pandaro  ; 
till  at  length  fortune  bending  her  brows  on 
the  courageous  Primaleon,  whom  she  had 
earnestly  advanced  to  honour,  and  now 
determined  to  unhappiness,  directeth  his 
course  to  this  unfriendly  castle,  where  he. 
should  end  his  travels  with  his  own  thral- 
dom. He,  after  he  left  the  solitary  Paudricia 
in  the  realm  of  Lacedemonia,  he  travelled  on 
in  great  sorrow,  because  he  could  hear  no 
tidings  of  Don  Duardos.  And  now,  after 
many  adventures,  he  drew  nigh  the  castle  of 
Dramuziando,  riding  upon  a  mulberry  co- 
loured horse,  and  in  armour  of  green  and 
lion-colour,  gaj^er  in  his  colours  than  in  his 
heart.  He  had  won  these  arms  at  a  tourna- 
ment in  Burgundy.  In  his  shield  he  bore  a 
sea  bravely  painted  on  a  ground  of  azure. 
And  being  come  near  the  castle,  the  noble 
prince  Don  Duardos  came  forth  upon  the 
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bridge,  very  gallantly  mounted,  his  arrhout 
all  black,  whereon  was  a  resemblance  of 
hearts  burning  in  flames  of  fire.  His  shield 
/^as  answerable  in  colour  to  his  amiour;  iii 
the  midst  whereof  was  curiously  paklted  the 
image  of  a  sad  conceited  mind,  so  artificially 
framed',  that  the  beholders  might  Easily  judge 
the  heaviness  of  the  knight  to  be  according 
to  his  sad  device.  Primaleon,  tiO  less  abashed 
at  the  bravery  of  the  castle,  than  to  see  a 
knight  so  well  appointed  at  arms,  began  in 
this  Ot'der  to  use  his  speeches :  Sir  knight, 
will  you  not  give  passage  to  one  \vho  wishes 
to  see  this  castle,  without  making  him^provc 
the  strength  of  your  hands  ?  If,  f^plitd  Don 
Duardos,  you  knew  how  little  necessary  that 
wish  is,  I  well  believe  you  would  bend  your 
way  elsewhere.  The  custom  is,thAtyou  must 
I  joust  with  me,  and  if  you  overthrow  me,  pass 
tlirough  other  full  doubtful  dangers,  which 
will  show  tlicmselvts.  If  at  any  time  1  could 
fear  words,  said  Primaleon,  your  words  arc 
such  as  might  make  me  fear;  but  bchig 
accustomed  to  other  things,  I  must  tell  you 
that  I  shall  prove  the  adventure  of  which 
you  teach  me  to.  conceit  30  liighly. 
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TIius  concluding  their  speeches,  they  couch- 
ed their  spears,  and  began  9l  sharp  encounter, 
wherein  they  behaved  themselves  so  bravely> 
that  they  who  stood  in  the  castle  beholding 
them,  did  no  less  commend  their  valour  than 
the  good  intent  each  other  showed  in  hope  of 
victory.  At  last,  so  fiercely  they  mQt  toge- 
ther, that  they  were  both  unhorsed;  which 
very  much  displeased  Primaleon,  being  never 
in  all  his  life  cast  forth  of  his  saddle  before; 
then  drawing  his  sword,  he  thus  approached 
to  the  prince  Don  Duardos:  Sir  knight,  I 
will  try  if  your  strength  in  using  your  sword 
be  equal  with  tKe  force  I  have  felt  at  your 
spear.  But  Don  Duardos  began  to  suspect 
that  the  knight,  against  whom  he  endeavour^ 
ed  himself,  was  his  brother  and  friend  Prir 
maleon  ;  the  cause  that  moved  him  to  think 
so  was  the  equal  state  of  their  strength,  which 
in  time  past  he  had  often  proved ;  of  which 
doubt  to  resolve  himself  he  thus  began  :  Sir 
Primaleon,  it  would  be  error  in  any  one  to 
think  that  in  aught  he  could  equal  himself 
with  you,  and  most  of  all  in  me  who  have 
learnt  this  truth  at  your  hands.  Primaleon 
hearing  these  friendly   speeches,  presently 
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knew  that  it  was  his  brother  Don  Duardos ; 
^vhen  casting  hig  sword  to  the  ground,  he 
embraced  the  prince  with  these  loving  salu- 
tations :  If  my  heart  were  able  to  think,  my 
tongue  to  speak,  or  myself  to  make  manifest 
by  any  mean,  not  only  the  inward  joy  to  con- 
ceive, but  the  high  good  fortune  I  do  esteem 
of  my  travels  5  then  should  my  dear  friend 
and  brother  perceive  my  health  is  his  hap- 
piness, and  Primaleon  liveth  no  longer  than 
Don  Duardos  rejoiceth.  Long  have  I  de- 
sired this  happy  day,  and  long  have  I  sought 
this  good  luck  with  danger,  albeit  never  so 
Jwosperous  ^s  to  liear  of  you ;  yet  now  the 
most  fortunate  of  all  meb,  to  come  where  I 
see  you.  Don  Duan-os  would  have  answer- 
ed again,  but  the  giant  Pandaro  brought 
word  from  Dramuziando,  to  break  off  their 
talk  and  come  to  him ;  whose  cottimandment 
the  prince  obeying,  entered  the  castle,  Pri- 
^laleon  offering  to  go  in  with  him;  but  Pan* 
daro  being  armed  w  ith  a  great  irott  mace  in 
his  hand  tind  a  very  strong  shield,  thrust  him 
back  with  these  words  : 

^tay,  sir  knight,  I  mean  to  see  what  thon 
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canst  do  to  delivar  thee  out  of  my  luuids,  sa 
also  bow  thou  canst  warrant  thine  own  life* 
Primalepn  beholding  the  great  pride  of  Pan- 
daro^  with  the  dishonour  he  offered'him  in 
words,  gave  him  this  answer :  It  is  more 
difficil  for  me  to  answer  thee  as  thy  words 
require,  than,  dangerous  to  correct  the  bold- 
ness of  $uch  ^  proud  rival.  Pandaro,  vexed 
with  the  reply  of  Primajeon,  not  knowing 
whether  he  were  best  to  answer  him  with 
wor^s  or  deeds,  at  la«t  l^nt  him  such  a  blow 
with  hi^  irQQ  mace,  that  PriuMtlieon's  shie]4 
shivered  aU  in  pieces;  wl^ich  grieved  him^ 
standing  i^  ^ov^e  u^ed,  awl  made  his  fo^ 
triunjiphrf  wV  lipped  for  bis  death.  3vt  be 
€$gying  part  of  the  body  of  Pandaro  w-p 
armed,  a:^qbfidi  him  fsuch  a  blo^  ia  revenge 
of  his  $l^e}d^  that  he  began  to  stagger,  hard-* 
ly  withholding  him.^lf  from  felling  to  the 
earth.  Dra^uziando  le^mipg  with  Don  Du-r  ^ 
ardos  forth  of  a  window  in  the  casfJe,  and 
perceiving  the  courage  of  Primaleoo  in  this 
dangerous  combat,  desired  to  know  hisi^aious 
andof  wheace  he  was;  which  Don  Duardoa 
Viswered  according  as  he  deisired,  giving  him 
%ther  to  understand,  tjiat  not  only  in  this 
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but  ia  many  other  adventures,  he  had  put  his 
life  in  hazard  only  for  his  sake.  Which 
tvhen  Dramuziando  knew,  he  was  well  con- 
tent to  see  how  all  things  succeeded  to  his 
heart's  desire. 

Pandaro  seeing  his  blows  bestowed  to  small 
purpose,  and  that  Primaleon  returned  him 
many  shrewd  greetings,  flung  down  his 
sword  and  target  in  a  great  fury,  pretending 
the  destruction  of  Primaleon  with  his  iron 
mace.  And  after  many  sore  strokes  passed 
on  either  part ;  Primaleon  followed  his  de- 
termination so  well,  that  he  had  strucken 
off  Pandaro's  four  fingers,  wherewith  his 
mace  fell  to  the  ground ;  which  he  stooping 
to  recover,  Primaleon  had  gotten  such  good 
advantage,  that  he  had  sttrucken  off  his  head, 
had  not  the  ugly  giant  Daliagam  of  the  Dark 
Cave  been  his  rescue;  who  stepping  between 
them  Aus  saluted  Primaleon :  Sir  knight, 
thou  hast  a  fresh  labour  to  begin  ;  w  ithdraw 
thy  hands  from  him  that  is  conquered,  and 
come  deal  with  me ;  and  therewithal  Pri- 
maleon, being  not  fully  provided,  received 
such  a  cruel  blow  on  the  head  that  it  put 


,y  Google 


97 

him  in  some  danger.  Primaleon  seeing  such 
a  fearful  enemy,  and  what  mighty  blows  he 
still  charged  him  withal,  bethought  him  on 
his  friend  Don  Duardos,  there  held  prisoner, 
and  that  neither  Duardos  nor  he  himself 
could  escape  from  thence  but  by  manful 
Tjourage.  Then  he.  taking  up  the  shield  of 
Pandaro,  between  Daliagam  and  himself  be- 
gan a  hot  skirmish,  as  the  place  where  they 
fought,  altered  in  colour  with  their  blood, 
made  manifest.  In  tliis  way  the  battle  con- 
tinued during  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 
Yet  Daliagam,  for  all  his  rough  behaviour^ 
had  little  hope  of  any  good  success,  because 
the  hardiness  of  Primaleon  had  both  mar- 
tyred his  shield  and  armour  in  pieces,  so  that 
he  had  no  defence  to  beat  off  the  blows; 
and  at  last,  what  with  the  heat  and  fatigue 
of  combat,  and  the  weight  of  Primaleon's 
blows,  he  fell  like  one  slain.  Primaleon,  who 
surely  thought  him  so,  sat  himself  down  upon 
a  stone  bench  to  rest  him,  for  that  faintness 
with  loss  of  his  blood,  and  weariness  in  so 
long  continuipj^  battle,  made  him  both  glad 
and  desirous 'of  a  little  ease. 
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Pramqziaado  perceiving  the  h4r4  event  of 
this  combs^^  armed  himself  presently^  aii4 
came  forth  tQ  Primakoo^  ^sai^og  him  first 
with  these  words :  Sir  knight,  my  friend  if 
you  pleascj  my  foe  if  you  persist ;  puethink^ 
it  were  mpr^  wisdom  for  you  to  yi^ld  wit^ 
no  blemish  to  your  knighthood^  than  to  enr 
dure  a  fresh  assauh,  whiph  wijl  be  to.  your 
great  hazard.  So  if  you  esteem  of  my  court- 
teous  ofier^  I  will  see  youi  wounds  cured  ^ 
mine  own  charge,  a«4  your  weak  estate  comr 
forted  as  beseemeth  a  good  knight.  ^ly^i^r 
leon,weIl  noting  the  hpnest  words  of  Dram v- 
zia^do,  and  fearing  hi^  fw  talk  ffiigbt  )f§fff 
savour  of  a  shrewd  mep^ing,  ma4^  hiu^^  t^ 
igi^sw^ ;  If  in  recompepce  fpj  the  as^uUp 
which  havp  iu^re  h^e^,  ma4^  upon  me^  yx^iji 
would  9et  Doipi  ]>(w4p)»  &ee>  A^  m^i 
should  I  ]|;>^liQ¥e  jdiat  your  words  ^esieivt^ 
my  thanks;  hut  because  I  ween  that  by 
them  you  ^eek  to  wipi  wb^at  by  arms  you  are 
not  so  certi^n  ofj  I  cb9Q^  t^^^  to  dff 
b^tt)e  and  di^  in  it,  tb^  fpr^^r  ^  to  do  an4 
Hye  with  the  loss  ^f  hw<W-  fcwr  t^o  r^af 
sons^  replied  J)x^mW'm4PA^l  propow^ 
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wh4^  tfeou  rejectest ;  the  fitst  Js,  because  it 
is  my  conditio^  to  exctrse  evil  when  it  may  be 
dispensed  with  j  the  second,  because  I  cab*' 
not  pride  myself  ill  any  victory  to  b6  gained 
with  sk)  Httle  resistance.  But  since  yout 
judgmeiit  is  so  wide  6f  my  faitent,  look  to 
Jrour  defence.  Upon  these  words  he  laid 
fiercely  kt  Primateon  (whose  debility  rathei* 
Required  quiethfess,thdn  such  extreme  strokes 
as  he  must  ri^ds  tiuffer)  ;  nevertheless  he 
employed  himself  to  such  nimble  defe^e,  as 
his  weary  travail  would  permit  him,  whic|i 
^oved  a  great  compassion  in  the  ^ind  of 
Dramuziando,  to  see  the  weakness  of  the 
body  not  agree  with  the  invincible  courdge 
bf  the  heart,  and  wo<ild  not  for  any  thing 
have  slain  him,  as  very  easily  he  might  have 
dpne ;  but  that  he  once  mbre  would  use  per- 
suasion, which  he  dischilrged  after  this  ot'deri 
Sir  knight,  thou  mayest  see  I  refuse  the  fight 
morp  for  the  grief  |  stistaiti  in  thy  hurt>  than 
?my  fear  I  have  of  thee  to  do  me  harm.  But 
if  thou  once  inore  refiise  my  cbuttesy,  anc{ 
deperately  seek  thitie  own  de^ruction,  my 
pword  must  ch^iStise  thy  folly;  for  life  ough^ 
liot  to  be  given  to  him  who  despises  it, 
K  2 
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Primaleon  casting  his  eyes  upon  his  armour, 
which  he  perceived  all  broken  and  battered 
in  pieces,  as  also  bathed  in  the  blood  which 
issued  from  his  wounds,  then  calling  in  re- 
membrance his  lady  Gridonia,  whose  heart 
might  hardly  brook  to  hear  any  mischance 
of  her  best  beloved,used  within  himself  these 
silent  cogitations :  Lady,  behold  the  last  day 
of  our  heavy  departure,  and  my  last  farewell 
sent  you  in  tears  with  a  bleeding  heart,  sub- 
ject to  mine  enemy  whom  I  strive  to  con^ 
quer,  and  yet  rather  desire  the  death  than 
lose  the  honour  of  my  name.    I  know  our 
next  assault  is  the  last  tragedy  of  time,which 
I  must  not  refuse  if  1  love  my  friend,  and  yet 
should  forsake,  remembering  your  loss.    O 
famous  emperor,  and  my  renowned  father, 
whose  thoughts  are  as  far  from  my  heavy 
case  as  my  troubled  heart  is  void  of  any 
comfort;  yet  let  this  just  persuasion  cut  oiF 
the  grief  you  may  sustain,  that  I  lived  for 
my  friend,  whose  freedom  was  my  felicity, 
and  now  die  for  my  friend,  whose  thraldom 
is  my  misery.    Albeit  the  loss  of  my  blood 
overchargeth  me  with  faintness,  and  my  long 
continuance  in   fight   oppresseth  me  witl\ 
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maleon  tiimed  back,  forgetting  bounty,  o^p 
left  the  field  for  one,  having  already  con- 
quered tWstirt ;  for  the  joy  I  conceive  in  fihdT 
ing  tny  ehiefest  friend,  biddeth  me  die  ere  I 
leavfe  him;,  so  shall  he  try  if  I  love  him.  And 
think  not,  dear  father,  nor  my  sweet  Grido- 
nia,  thjit  I  forget  the  diity  which  kw  of  nature 
^illeth  me  to  bear  you,  or  that  1  desperately 
run  on  mine  own  death,  Xo  increasje  your  sor- 
row- and  continual  moans.  But  think,  as  I 
hslVe  Ventured  upon  thfe  hdhbut  of  your  lov^. 
So  the  estimation  of  my  friend  at  this  timfe 
t'ommanrfs  hie  to  hazard  my  life.  Wherein 
I  swerve  hot  from  you  iti  ubedietice,  nor  fron^ 
iny  friend  iii  amity. 

This  pause  had  so  heartened  the  noble  Pri- 
maleon,  that  he  ran  courageously  upon  Dra- 
muziando  with  these  words :  Defend  thyself, 
for  either  will  I  win  what  I  have  promised, 
or  leave  my  life  as  a  gage  in  thy  presence, 
Wliereupon  they  fell  very  fiercely  to  com- 
bat again,  which  made  Dramuziando  to  muse 
to  see  the  noble  courage  of  Primaleon,  and 
the  weak  defence  he  had  for  hims^ ;  who  at; 
K  3 
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at  last  through  extreme  faiatness  fell  to  the 
ground,  as  though  he  had  been  quite  be- 
reaved of  life ;  which  caused  Dramuziandp 
to  bear  him  into  the  chamber  of  Don  Duar-^ 
dos,  commanding  his  chirurgeons  and  phy- 
sicians to  use  great  care  and  diligence  in 
saving  his  life  if  it  might  be  possible,  because 
he  was  greatly  affected  to  save  the  life  of  such 
courageous  knights. 

Thus  leave  we  Dramuziando  using  all  means 
he  might  for  the  health  of  Primaleon,  as  also 
the  recovery  of  Pandaro  and  Daliagam,whon^ 
at  last  he  had  brought  to  good  constitutiou 
of  body,  to  bis  joy,  and  great  comfort  of  the 
two  faithful  princes,  who  lived,  loved,  an4 
rejoiced  in  each  other's  friendly  company. 
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CHAPTER  II, 


Palmerin  remaining  loug  time  in  the  famous 
court  of  the  emperor  his  grandfather^  be- 
loved of  every  one  fpr  bis  princely  beha- 
viour, and  esteemed  with  the  best  tbrougii 
his  gentle  nature,  grew  unto  such  ripeness 
of  age,  that  he  greatly  desired  the  order  of 
knighthood;  but  the  fear  to  lose  the  service 
of  his  lady  aqd  mistress  Polinarda,  (to  whom 
he  had  not  only  vowed  the  duty  of  his  heart, 
but  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  in  knightly 
adventures)  withdrew  his  mind  from  so  bold 
an  enterprise.  And  she  likewise  was  joined 
with  him  in  equal  affection;  but  that  modesty 
caused  her  to  cover  it,  and  maidenly  de- 
i4eanor  did  move  her  to  cdaceal, 
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The  emperor  remained  somewhat  pensivf 
for  his  two  sons,  seeing  never  a  knight  re- 
i  turned  that  departed  in  their  search,  which 
caused  him  to  remember  the  Lady  of  the 
Lake,  and  to  comfort  himself  somewhat  in 
her  tidings,  as  concerning  the  yo^ung  prince 
Palmerin,  by  whose  means  he  had  good  hope 
to  understand  their  estate ;  albeit  affection 
would  hardly  permit  him  that  he  should  tra- 
vail. Wherefore  he  being  willing  to  content 
his  subjects,  who  stood  in  doubt  of  their 
government  after  the  emperor's  decrease,  he 
caused  a  triumph  to  be  proclkim^d.  Wherein 
he  would  try,  if  the  toWardly  beginning  of 
palmerin  would  encourage  his  mind  to  ex- 
pect any  good  success.  Upoh  this  determi- 
nation, he  willed  all  the  young  knights  who 
should  be  defendants  against  the  other 
knights  of  his  court,  to  be  ready  prepared 
against  the  Easter  holidays,  so  that  the  ru- 
mours of  this  famous  triumph  caused  many 
scaffolds  and  galleries  (by  thb  emperor's  con- 
sent) to  be  built  round  about  the  tilt-yard; 
which  rejoiced  the  citizens,  that  their  long 
time  of  sorrow  should  now  obtain  a  general 
consent  of  established  pleasure.  The  knights 
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marched  in  very  gallaut   order  before  the 
emperor  to  his  chapel,  where  after  divine 
service  was  accomplished  he  returned  to  his 
palacie,  to  make  the  young  prince  Palmerin 
l^night.    Where  first  the  emperor  embraced 
\he  noble  young  prince,  then  Frisol,  king  of 
Hungarian  fastened  the  spur  on  his  heel,  and 
the  fair  Polinarda,  by  commandment  of  the 
emperor,  did  gird  his    sword   about  him  : 
which  gave  such  an  encouragement  tp  the 
valiant  Palmerin,  that  for  her  sake  he  atr 
tempted  such  rare  adventures,  as  increased 
the  boQour  of  his  fame  ai^d  nobleness  of  her 
beauty.    Then  were  the  other  young  ijoble 
gentlemen  called  forth  to  receive  likewise 
the  order  of  knighthood :  as  first,  Graciano, 
prince  of  France,  nephew  to  the  emperor, 
and   son  to   the    Jcing  Arncdos ;    Beroldo, 
prince  of  Spain,  and  son  tp  the  puissant  king 
Recindos  ;  with   Onistaldo  and  Draniante, 
his  two  brethren  ;  Estrelante,  son  to  king 
Frisol  of  Hungaria ;  Don  Rosuel  and  Beli- 
sarte,  sons  of  Belcar ;  Basiliardo,  son  to  king 
Tamaes ;  Luymanes  of  Burgundy,  the  son 
of  duke  Triolo ;  Francian,  who  was  so  ex-r 
pert  in  music,  son  to    Polendos,  king  of 
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Th6ssaly,and  the  fair  FranceKna;  P6lhiard6, 
50n    to    the  emperor  Trineo,   andlirother 
to  the  prince  Vernao;  Dridem,  th6  son  of 
Mayortcs,  Germ  am  of  Orleans,  son  to  the 
duke  of  Orleance ;  Tenebrante,  son  to  th6 
diike  Tirendos  ;  Tremoran,  son  to  the  duk? 
Lecefin  ;  Frisol,  son  to  the  duke  Drapos  of 
Kormandy,  and  grandson  to  king  Frisol; 
tesidc  many  other,  who  were  brought  up  in 
the  emperor's  court,  b^ing  some  of  ih^m 
well  nurtured  in  virtuous  educations,  which 
are  chiefest  required,  either  in  princes  or 
noblemen's  children :  by  which  both  their 
own  fame  is  increased,  and  a  continual  re- 
nown left  to  all  their  posterity  ;  king  Frisol^ 
by  the  emperor's  comn^andment,  to  all  these 
gave  orders  of  knighthood,  as  also  to  Floren- 
dos  and  Platir,  both  sons  to  the  renotvned 
Primalcon.    These  matters  thus  dispatched^ 
they  went  up  into  the  hall,  ^<^hieh  was  very 
sumptuously  adorned  with  clQths  of  goldj, 
where  every  wight  was  placed   at  dinher, 
according  to  their  estate  and  rtoblene;)s  of 
birth.    The  dinner  ended,  and  the   tatble^ 
withdrawn,  the  emperor,  with  the  empress,, 
the  princess  Gridonia,  and  the  fair  Polin?^rda^ 
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walked  to  the  place  where  they  should  be- 
hold the  triumpl^s.  And  the  knights  having 
every  one  appointed  himself  as  the  exercise 
required,  came  riding  very  bravely  into  the 
tilt-yard,  of  whom  Palmerin  was  chosen 
chief  defend^ant;  which  somewhat  did 
stomach  the  sons  of  Primaleon,  till  per- 
ceiving the  whole  day  was  ordained  in  his 
honour,  which  moved  them  to  quietness, 
submitting  themselves  under  his  puissance, 
to  shew  their  prowess  and  magnanimity. 
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CHAPTER   12. 


The  knights  being  all  entered  within  the  lists^ 
and  the  trumpets  sounded  to  begin  the 
triumph,  Palmprin,  who  was  appointed  to 
begin  the  first  joust,  gave  courtesy  to  his 
lady  Polinarda,  and  to  himself  thus  opened 
his  present  thoughts : 

My  good  lady,  whose  beauty  is  the  prize  that 
allured  me  to  the  field,  and  whose  courtesy 
is  the  honour  I  strive  to  attain  ;  let  but  your 
favour  remain  assured,  and  I  dare  awarrant 
myself  the  victory ;  for  as  you  are  above  all 
'  in  beauty,  so  shalF  I  buy  your  bounty,  and 
conquer  all  mischances.  Wherewith  he 
couched  his    spear    against  Libusante    of 
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Greece,  enduring  a  brave  combat,  till  at 
last  he  taught. Libusante  to  sit  his  horse 
faster.  Palmerin  nothing  dismayed,  but 
joying  that  he  had  conquered  one  of  the 
chiefeat  knights  of  Greece,  which  greatly 
pleased  the  emperor,  and  his  lady  Polinarda  ; 
as  also  the  whole  company  of  knights,  whose 
eye*  were  partners  of  this  gallant  CK^loit.' 
The  prince  Florendos  encountered  with  Tro- 
folante  the  Fearful,  and  his  brother  Platir 
with  Titubante  the  Black,  whose  valour  the 
one  against  th6  other,  was  no  less  cheerful 
to  the  beholders  than  delightful  to  them- 
selves. Graciaiio  and  Trasrandor  brake  their 
spears  with  such  violence,  tbat  horse  and 
man  were  sent  to  the  ground.  Beroldo,  Onis- 
taldo,  and  Dramiante,  ran  against  Trusi- 
ando,  Claribalte  of  Hungaria,  and  Esme- 
raldo  the  Fair:  but  fortune  was  so  averse 
to  the  three  first,  that  they  were  all  dis- 
mounted, and  the?  steed  of  Onistaldo  had 
one  of  his  fore  legs  broken.  Next  them, 
Don  Rosuel,  Estrelante,  and  Belisarte,  re- 
ceived the  count  Valerian,  of  the  Archipe-^ 
lago,  and  his  brothers ;  whose  strength  was 
far  too  weak   in  resistance,   and  therefore. 

YOL.    I.  L 
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bare  dishonour  forth  of  the  field.  Francian, 
Dridem^  ^^emoran,  Germam  of  Orleance, 
and  LuyUianes  of  Burgundy,  met  jointly 
with  Crispian  of  Macedon,  Tragonel  the 
Active,  Forbolando  the  Strong,  Flaminiano, 
and  Rocandor,  and  all  were  unhorsed  except 
Tremoran^  Vho  kept  his  saddle  valiantly. 

Thus  was  the  first  encounter  very  gallantly 
discharged,  to  the  no  small  pleasure  of  the 
emperor  and  his  nobility,  as  also  the  re- 
gardants,  who  gave  great  commendation  to 
the  haughtiness  of  the  first  exploit.  In  brief, 
the  honor  of  Palmerin,  and  the  other  noble 
young  knights,  was  commended  of  every 
one,  especially  of  the  fair  Polinarda,  who 
gave  her  seWant  Palmeria  no  small  com- 
mendations. The  empress  and  Gridonia, 
somewhat  sad  for  Primaleon,  yet  rejoiced  to 
see  the  towardly  behaviour  of  young  Pal- 
merin, with  all  the  knightS  of  his  train,  who 
Jiad  almost  forced  all  the  others  out  of  the 
lists;  but,  on  the  sudden,  entered  among 
them  two  knights,  bravely  mounted,  and  at- 
tired all  in  green  armour,  who  running 
against  two  of  the  young  knights,  brake 
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their  spears  Tery  valiantly;  then  laying 
hands  to  their  swords,  they  dealt  such, 
knightly  blows  amongst  them,  that  every  one 
was  driven  into  great  admiration.  Pa}merin 
perceiving  the  hardiness  of  these  two  knights^ 
and  doubting  least  his  train  should  be  en- 
dangered by  them,  bowed  himself  to  his 
lady  Polinarda,  and  rode  forward,  using 
these  speeches  to  himself:  It  is  not,  sweet 
lady,  time  that  I  should  dismay  myself,  hav- 
ing your  person  before  me,  whose  sight  is 
sufficient  to  conquer  any  proud  enemy ;  but 
it  is  that  time  wherein  your  name  shall  be 
eternally  honoured,  and  your  knight  es^ 
teemed  worthy  so  good  a  mistress. 

So  advancing  him  to  one  of  these  strange 
knights,  who  was  called  of  every  one  the 
Knight  of  the  ^"avage  Man,  he  looked  on 
the  device  in  '  as  shield,  which  was,  a  wild 
man  leading  a  couple  of,  lions  in  his  hand. 
After  he  had  well  viewed  the  knight,  he 
joined  combat  with  him,  which  was  so 
fiercely  handled  on  either  part,  that  all  which 
had  passed  before  was  far  incomparable  to 
this  fearful  assault. 
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The  regardants  seeing  the  equality  of  their 
strength^  could  not  judge  to  whom  victory 
was  likeliest,  which  caused  the  emperor  to 
marvel,  desiring  that  they  might  be  parted  ; 
"but  themselves  would  not  thereto  agree  in 
anywise.  While  they  twain  thus  eagerly  dealt 
with  one  another,  Platir  set  upon  the  com- 
panion of  the  Knight  of  the  Savage  Man, 
who  was  soon  brought  under,  by  the  puis- 
sance of  l^latir  ;  so  all  the  other  knights  were 
forced  out  of  the  lists,  Tremoran,  Luymanes 
of  Burgundie,  and  Belisarte  excepted,  who 
were  fain  to  be  carried  forth,  they  were  so 
sore  w  ounded. 

The  emperor,  perceiving  the  rough  assault 
between  Palmerin  and  the  Knight  of  the 
Savage  Man,  was  so  overcome  with  doubts> 
that  he  scant  knew  what  to  say ;  for  that  he 
esteemed  this  combat  the  best  that  ever  he 
saw  in  all  his  life  time,  not  comparing  the 
fight  which  himself  had  with  the  giant 
Darmaco*,  nor  his  encountering  with  Fra- 
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narque  *  in  England^  neither  the  combat  be* 
tween  him  and  Frisol  f  in  France,  for  th^ 
contention  about  the  picture  of  the  empress 
Polinarda^  much  less  esteeming  the  hardy 
adventure  between  Primaleon  and  the  prince 
Don  Duardoi ;  giving  the  only  praise  of  alU 
and  above  all,  to  the  invincible  courage  of 
these  twain.  The  emperor  perceiving  it  drew 
towards  night,  and  fearing  the  endamage- 
ment that  might  come  to  either  of  them, 
.  ient  commandment  to  leave  oif  and  fight  no 
more;  but  they,  desirous  still  of  victory, 
.  would  hardly  agree  till  the  trumpet  sounded 
the  retreat,  that  every  knight  must  hasten 
unto  his  captain  :  then  the  two  green  knights 
(because  they  would  not  be  known)  departed 
secretly  that  way  they  came,  and  the  em- 
peror, with  all  his  knights,  departed  to  his 
palace,  to  a  sumptuous  banquet  that  was 
prepared  for  them,  every  one  forgetting  the 
anger  that  was  between  each  other  at  the 
tournament.  The  banquet  ended,  the  knights 
fell  to  dancing;  and  Palmerin,  somewhat 
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-^asiiful  to  speak  to  his  lady  Polinarda,  danced 
Hvith  Dramaciana,  daughter  to  the  duke  Ti- 
rendos,  and  chief  gentlewoman  attending  on 
his  lady  and  mistress.  The  prince  Florendos, 
because  he  would  not  strain  over  much 
courtesy,  took  his  sister  Polinarda,  with 
whom  he  thought  he  might  lawfully  be  so 
bold.  Platir  chose  Floriana,  the  daughter 
of  Ditreo,  atid  grandchild  to  king  Frisol. 
Graciano,  prince  of  France,  desired  Clarisia, 
the  daughter  to  king  Polendos  of  Thessaly, 
Beroldo,  prince  of  Spain,  delighted  in  Oni* 
stalda,  daughter  t6  the  duke  of  Normandy. 
Belisarte  requested  Dionisia,  daughter  to 
the  king  of  Sparta ;  and  Francian  was  amo- 
rous of  Bernarda,  daughter  to  the  valiant 
Belcar.  Thus  every  one^  after  once  court- 
ing his  lady,  fell  to  dancings  and  so  ended 
their  pastime  for  that  night. 

The  emperor  departed  to  his  chamber, 
accompanied  with  Palmerin,  and  the  two 
noble  sons  of  Primaleon,  who  with  the  em- 
press Gridonia  and  the  fair  Polinarda^  all 
generally  gave  great  commendations  to  the 
l)rave  behaviour  of  the  young  prince  Palme- 
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Tin.  But  the  emperor  was  somewhat  of- 
fended, that  the  two  green  knights  were  so 
departed,  without  knowkdge  from  whence- 
they  came,  or  what  they  were  ;  hut  as  theip 
courage  made  manifest,  they  were  two  yali- 
ant  approved  knights  of  arms,  and  deserved 
the  reward  of  honour,  wherever  they  came. 
Thus  rejoiced  the  emperor,  for  that  in  his 
court  remained  the  flower  of  all  chivalry,' 
both  in  the  young  knights  who  never  tried 
themselves  before,  as  also  the  courageous 
Palmerin,  whose  hardiness  would  give  place 
to  no  hazard  ;  which  made  the  emperor  fa- 
mous, and  themselves  enrolled  ifi  the  boojc 
of  eternal  memory. 
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CHAPTER    IS. 


On  the  morrow  after  the  tournament^  the 
emperor  accompanied  with  king  Frisol^  and 
all  the  other  young  knights^  sat  in  bis  great 
hall^  gi^'ing  such  commendations  to  their 
Jate  taken  travail^  that  they  esteemed  them- 
selves highly  honoured  to  find  such  courtesy 
at  the  emperor's  hands;  every  one  wishing 
they  might  have  gained  knowledge  of  the 
two  green  knights  that  behaved  themselves 
so  worthily.  To  break  off  their  talk  there 
suddenly  entered  before  them  a  damsel^ 
attired  after  the  EngUsh  fashion,  in  a  robe 
of  black  velvet,  over  which  she  wore  a 
short  cloak  of  scarlet  cloth,  trimmed  with 
rich  spangles  \  her  face  was  endued  with  no 
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less  beautj  than  her  garments  were  adorned 
with  sumptuous  bravery;  yet  with  the 
countenance  of  one  who  was  offended* 
When  she  had  well  beheld  all  the  knights^ 
and  failing  of  the  person  she  sought  to  find, 
bending  her  knees  to  the  emj)eror,  thus  used 
her  salutations : 

Most  renowned  emperor,  whose  name  is  no- 
less  honoured,  than  your  deeds  held  worthy 
of  immortal  memory ;  pardon  the  rude  en- 
trance of  a  bold  maiden,  and  attend  the  dis- 
course I  shall  deliver  to  your  majesty :  The 
great  magician,  named  the  Sage  Daliarte  of. 
the  Dark  Valley,  who  heartily  wisheth  your 
continual  happiness,  in  faithful  oath  of  his 
obedience,  kisseth  the  hands  of  your  imperial 
majesty.  And  because  your  highness  hath 
been  lately  conquered  by  much  sadness,  to 
the  no  small  grief  of  your  courtly  assistants, 
as  also  himself,  \vho  is  your  unknown  ser- 
vant; he  promiseth  your  loss  shall  be  re- 
covered to  your  joy,  when  neither  fortune 
shall  let  it,  nor  any  mishap  avouch  the  con- 
trary. The  cause  of  my  coming  was  to  pre- 
sent you  with  a  shield,  which  by  your  ma-* 
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jesij^s  hand^  should  be  given  to  the  famous 
young  knight  that  iQ  your  triumph  won  the 
honour  of  the  day^  and  bears  the  title  of  per* 
feet  knighthood  as  his  just  desert :  but  here^ 
in  your  dominions, hath  this  been  taken  froni 
me  by  a  knight  in  green  armour^  who  bear* 
eth  in  his  shield  a  savage  man  leading  two 
lions.    And  thus  he  willed  me  to  certify  the 
knight  whose  valour  and  worthiness  hath  de- 
$erved  this  shield,  that  he  will  meet  himt 
within  these  three  days  in  the  forest  of  die 
Clear  Fountain,  where,  if  he  meet  him  not^ 
or  some  other  knight  for*  him,  to  fetch  that 
away  which  I  have  unhappily  lost,  undoubted* 
ly  he  will  bear  the  shield  away  with  hinu 
For  this  cause  did  I  so  circumspectly  be* 
hold  your  knights,  to  try  if  my  fortune  had 
been  so   good,   to  know  that  courageous 
mind,  for  whom  I  entered  my  travail.    And 
thus  having  done  my  duty,  I  refer  the  rud^ 
ness  of  my  discourse  to  your  gracious  par- 
don.   The  emperor,  pondering  on  the  dam- 
sel's words,  with  the  friendly  message  of  the 
sage  Daliarte,  whom  he  never  heard  of  be- 
fore, sent  her  to  the  empress  and  the  prin- 
cess Gridoma ;  who  received  her  so  honour* 
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My,  as  the  hope  they  had  in  her  glad  tid* 
ings  increased  their  comfort.  Upon  these 
news  divers  of  the  knights  determined  with 
themselves  to  gb  fetch  the  lady's  shield,  re- 
lM>iving  them  thus :  that  if  it  were  their  for- 
tune to  win  it,  the  honour  were  inestimable 
that  they  should  gain  by  so  brave  a  victory. 
Whereupon  Claribalte  of  Hungaria,  Esme- 
raldo  the  Fair,  Crespian  of  Macedon,  Fla- 
miniano,  Rocandor,  Medrusam  the  Dreaded, 
Trofolante,  and  Forbolando  the  Strong,  who 
were  no  fiiends  to  the  emperor^  but  came  to 
the  tournament  to  seek  revengement  of 
anqient  malice,  (being  of  the  cast  of  the 
giants,)  that  they  bare  unto  his  majesty,  for 
that  certain  of  their  predecessors  had  felt 
the  force  of  his  fury.  And  a  fresh  spite 
was^  engendered,  because  the  young  knights 
had  given  them  such  a  great  disgrace  before 
their  ladies;  wherefore  they  would  pursue 
the  knight  of  the  savage  man,  and  win  the 
shield  from  all  the  knights  that  should  come 
after  them.  When  they  were  come  to  the 
forest  of  the  Clear  Fountain,  they  beheld  the 
shield  hanging  on  a  tree  hard  by  the  foun- 
Uio,  and  the  noble  knight  of  the  savage  man^ 
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there  ready  to  defeat  it.  Forbolando  took 
the  courage  to  give  him  the  firs^t  assault; 
who  being  set  beside  his  saddle^  had  hi? 
shield  and  helmet  hanged  on  the  tree  in  sign 
he  was  conquered.  He  had  UQt  long  staid' 
but  Crespian  of  Macedon,  Claribalte,  Esme- 
raldo^  Fiaminiano^  and  Kocandor^  bar(^ 
him  company;  whose  shields  and  helmets 
I  were  Hkewise  placed  as  vanquished,  Trofo- 
lante^  seeing  the  hard  hap  of  his  companions^ 
and  somewhat  angry  at  the  haughty  courage 
of  the  knight  of  the  savage  man^  thought  to 
have  done  more  than  his  strength  would  per- 
mit, and  so  was  dismounted  with  his  horse 
upon  him.  Having  recovered  himself  on 
his  feet,  he  drew  his  sword,  and  began  a 
fresh  encounter.  At  which  time  Palraerip, 
accompanied  with  divers  noble  knights,  as 
Graciano,  Dramiante,  Floreudos,  Platir,and 
the  rest,  arrived  there,  and  saw  Trofolaute 
sent  to  his  conquered  companions  ;  where- 
upon the  prince  Pahnerin  began  in  this 
manner;  Albeit,  sir  knight,  I  have  as  yet 
received  no  other  works  than  those  of  an 
enemy  at  your  hands,  worthy  of  the  like  re- 
turn, the  feats  which  I  have  now  witnessed 
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are  such  as  to  make  me  change  the  will 
wherewith  I  came  hither,  and  to  desire  to 
serve  you  in  the  cure  of  these  your  wounds, 
if  it  please  you  to  abide  in  my  lodgings  such 
time  as  is  needful  for  this  purpose.  The 
state  in  which  I  behold  you  induces  me  to 
speak  after  this  manner ;  there  will  be  time 
enough  hereafter  to  satisfy  what  you  wish, 
and  I  as  well.  The  shield  which  you  took 
from  the  damsel  it  becomes  you  to  restore 
unto  her,  because  with  it  you  have  won 
others  not  less  fair,  and  to  you  more  honour- 
able; and  also  because  wrongs  toward  women 
are  not  to  be  expected  from  you,  whom 
nature  hath  so  excellently  gifted  to  redress 
them.  Now  know  I,  replied  he  of  the  sa- 
vage, that  you  can  conquer  with  other  wea- 
pons besides  arms.  So  soon  have  your  gen- 
tle words  clean  changed  the  intent  which 
was  in  me.  For  the  offer  which  you  have 
made  I  hold  myself  thankful ;  yet  am  I  not 
in  such  disposition  that  it  is  needful  I  should 
tarry  to  accept  it.  The  shield,  as  it  came 
for  you,  I  beseech  you  take  it :  for  the  in- 
tfention  with  which  I  took  it  I  can  accom- 
plish without  it,  if  we  should  meet  at  any 
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mounted  his  horse,  and  went  his  way  With 
his  companion. 

Pahnerin  and  his  friends  then  took  the 
shield,  in  midst  whereof,  in  a  field  of  azure^ 
was  placed  a  very  fair  palm  tree,  so  lively 
framed,  as  if  it  had  been  a  natural' tree,  sur-"- 
rounded  with  a  fire  so  pictured  to  the  life, 
that  seeing  it  you  would  have  thought  the 
tree  so  wrapt  in  flames  must  be  consumed  ; 
and  that  which  was  most  wondered  at  of 
them  all,  was  a  certain  posey  in  letters  of 
gold,  engraven  round  about  the  sides,  sp 
darkly  placed,  that  none  in  the  company 
could  judge  what  they  should  mean.  At 
length  they  came  to  the  court,  when  the 
emperor  was  newly  risen  from  supper,  who 
lieing  certified  of  all  that  had  happened,  was 
very  much  displeased  in  mind,  because  hia 
whole  desire  was,  to  have  had  knowledge 
of  this  valiant  knight  of  the  savage  man. 

Then  taking  the  shield,  and  looking  venr 
earnestly  upon  it,  he  sent  for  the  damsel  to 
know  the  posey  that  was  engraven  about  it. 
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The  damsel  answered :  I  would^  most  gra- 
cious emperor,  it  were  in  my  power  to  ful- 
fil your  request;  but  being  as  ignorant 
thereof,  as  you  or  any  other,  I  must  desire 
your  gracious  pardon.  When  she  saw  the 
emperor  had  given  Palmerin  the  shield^ 
who  vowed  to  use  it  as  became  a  knight  at 
arms,  making  her  obeisance  to  his  majesty, 
and  all  the  other  knights,  she  presently  took 
^r  leave  and  4^parted» 
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CHAPTER   14. 


Because  you  shall  be  resolved,  who  was  the 
sage  Daliarte  of  the  Dark  Valley,  and  whjr 
he  termed  himself  by  such  an  unaccustomed 
name,  mark  what  this  chapter  shall  give  la. 
relation,  and  then  consider  of  his  proceed- 
ings* afterward. 

When  the  prince  Don  Duardos  left  the 
realm  of  Lacedemonia,  after  he  had  deli^ 
vered  the  king  Tarnaes  forth  of  the  cruel 
enchanted  castle,  he  entered  a  galley,  and 
so  departed  on  his  voyage.  Not  long  had 
they  been  on  the  seas,  but  that  a  damsel 
suddenly  chanced  into  the  galley,  not  using 
speech  to  any ;  but  taking  the  principal  oar 
in  her  hand,  turned  their  passage  quite  con- 
trary to  another  island,  where  Don  Duardos 
being  landed,  deU vered  a  comely  knight  out 
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of  the  hands  of  diveFB  cruel  tyvnts,  who 
were  leading  him  to  abide  an  unmerciful 
death*. 

The  damsdi  conducted  the  prince  to  the  ha- 
bitation of  Argonida,  where,  being  fri|?ndly 
entertained,  and  staying  as  a  welcomed 
guest,  such  conversation  was  between  them, 
that  they  had  two  goodly  sons,  named  Pom- 
pides,  and  this  sage  Daliarte  of  whom  we 
mean  to  discourse ;  whose  grandmother  be- 
ing expert  in  the  science  of  magic,  nou- 
rished this  Daliarte  out  of  popular  conversa- 
tion, that  through  her  means  he  became 
^>«imrv^ous  ingenious  of  wit,  and  very  skil- 
ful in  her  devilish  exercise,  so  that  h^  was 
esteemed  the  notablest  magician  in  all  the 
world :  whose  memory  being  not  touched  in 
the  book  of  Primaleon,  I  will  declare  in 
what  order  he  passed  bis  whole  life. 

This  Daliarte,  reputed  of  no  less  fame  than 


*  It  is  proToking  to  Ibe  so  often  leftned  to  those  chapim  of 
ffifflakon  wbiab  A.  Munday  hu  lunccOttA^bly  omitt«d. 
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learning,  was  not  inferior  to  any,  but  bare 
ibe  estimation  above  all,  so  that  none  durst 
oflFer  him  ipjury,  albeit  he  deserved  it;  nor 
none  would  contend  with  him,  they  stood 
in  such  awe.  He  seeing  himself  honoured  of 
the  mighty,  when  they  durst  do  no  other, 
and  loved  of  the  most  part  for  his  excellent 
cunning,  begah  to  exercise  himself  in  mar- 
tial exploits,  which  shewed  him  to  be  the 
son  of  the  renowned  Don  t)uardos;  and 
having  received  his  knighthood  at  the  hands 
of  the  giant  Gataru,  he  behaved  himself  as 
famous  in  his  exploits,  as  he  was  esteemed 
singular  in  his  practised  art:  and  then  he 
understood  his  father's  imprisonment,  with 
the  noble  Primaleon,  in  the  castle  of  Dra- 
muziando,  who,  by  the  skill  of  his  aunt  En- 
tropa,  endeavoured  to  have  all  the  flower  of 
chivalry  in  like  captivity.  But  .^beit  the 
imprisonment  of  these  princes  was  unknown 
to  all  the'  knights  that  laboured  continually 
in  their  search,  yet  this  Daliarte  was  so 
well  acquainted  with  the  matter,  as  they  that 
kept  it  most  secret ;  for  that  his  art  gave  him 
the  power  to  know  what  was  done  in  all 
countries  in  the  world.  For  when  the  Grecian 
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knights,  whose  affection  to  these  two  princes 
caused  them  to  leave  their  native  country, 
and  were*  happened  unto  the  unfortunate  fo- 
rest of  Great  Britain,  which  was  bravely  re- 
plenished with  many  courageous  hearts,  as 
also  sundry  gallant  ladies,  preparing  many 
tard  adventures,  there  were  very  few  escaped, 
hut  for  the  most  part  were  all  lost  in  this  un- . 
fortunate  search :  among  which  noble  minds 
was  Recindos  prince  of  Spain;  Amedos 
king  of  France;  Mayortes,  and  sir  Pridos> 
whose  absence  was  greatly  bemoaned  in  the 
Enghsh  court ;  the  princes  Belcar  and  Vemao ; 
Ditreo,  and  the  Soldan  Belagriz,  with  the 
renowned  Polendbs.  All  these,  for  the  ho- 
nourable affection  they  bare  to  the  strayed 
princes,  left  their  kingdoms  and  signories, 
arid  unhappily  were  taken  prisoners  in  this' 
cruel  enchanted  castle;  which  was  great 
grief  to  their  friends,  and  inestimable  sorrow 
to  their  well  peopled  dominions.  Now  when 
Daliarte  considered  the  danger  in  which  the 
world  stood  by  this  unhappy  adventure,  he  \ 
would  willingly  have  taken  his  own  chance 
like  the  others,  but  that  he  knew  the  end  was 
reserved  for  another,  and  not  for  him ;  so  he 
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deemed  it  best  to  repair  to  the  Valley  of 
Perd^ion,  which  was  named  so,  because  all 

/  the  noble  kniglits  were  there  lost ;  and  there 
he.  determined  to  make  his  habitation^  to 
follow  his  study,  and  provide  remedies  against 
divers  mischances  that  were  like  to  happen. 
And  because  his  nature  desired  to  be  soli- 
tary, in  that  his  bringing  up  was  forth  of  all 

I  company,  he  builded  him  a  Uttle  fortress 
between  two  great  high  mountains,  which 
kept  the  Hght  of  the  snn  away  by  day,  and 
die  moon  in  the  night  season.  This  dwelUng 
he  called  the  Dark  Valley;  the |»entraiu:e 
whereof,  however,  waf  not  so  cheap,  bat  that 
he  was  fain  to  win  it  by  force ;  slaying,  vi 
equal  battle,  the  giant  Trabolando,  and  one 
of  his  sons,  who  were  lords  of  certain  castles 
there.  Then,  in  the  most  solitary  part  of  the 
vaUey,  be  made  as  singular  a  dwelliag  place 
as  the  vrit  of  man  could  devise;  and  then  he 
passed  his  time  in  study,  haying  bvou^t  thi- 
ther all  the  books  which  he  had  inJeterited  from 

his  grandmother,  and  whatever  others  hecoald 
aia}^re.  Sometimes  he  went  to  the  moun- 
tain s,  for  his  inclination  led  him  that  way, 

aad  that  land  was  full  of  wild  boars  and  of 


,y  Google 


%* 


•' 


12^ 

other  venison.  Sometimes  he  sallied  cut  in 
arms,  and  fought  battles,  from  which  al- 
ways he  came  off  with  the  victory.  And 
when  he  knew,  by  his  art,  that  any  knightis 
of  especial  prowess  had  arrived  before  the 
castle  of  Dramuziando,  he  went  to  ice 
them  do  battle,  lamenting  the  misfortunes 
which  he  could  not  remedy.  This  often  re- ' 
pairing  of  the  sage  Daliarte,  caused  both 
Eutropa  to  doubt  something,  also  Dramu- 
ziando  to  stand  in  great  fear,  seeing  that  he 
entered  at  will  within  the  precincts  of  their 
guarded  ground,  and  returned  from  it  at 
will,  not  being  prevented  either  by  her  spells 
or  by  his  power.  And  as  he  sat  one  day 
very  pensive  in  his  study,  he  understood 
by  his  art  of  the  triumphs  at  Constantinople, 
when  the  emperor  would  try  the  young 
knights  that  he  had  nourished  in  his  court ; 
against  which  time  he  framed  a  shield,  which 
he  sent  by  a  damsel  to  Palmerin  of  England, 
to  bear  it  with  him  in  all  adventures  that  he 
should  undertake ;  but  by  the  way  it  was  ta- 
ken from  her  by  the  knight  of  the  savage  man 
(whom  hereafter  I  will  disclose  unto  you),  yet 
restored  again  by  the  gentleness  of  language 
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that  the  prince  Palmerin  used  with  him* 
Thus  remained  the  sage  Daliarte^  expecting 
the  time  for  the  delivery  of  the  princesj^ 
who  passed  their  tedious  captivity  in  such 
sorrowful  thoughts  as  may  well  he  supposed^ 
yet  the  less  unhappily  in  as  much  as  they 
enjoyed  the  friendship  of  each  other. 
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CHAPTER  15. 


Vemao,  prince  of  Allemaigne,  and  Belcar^ 
duke  of  Ponto  and  Durazo^  remained  in 
the  city  of  Esbrique,  till  they  felt  themselves 
in  good  disposition  of  their  health ;  and  dien 
they  departed  to  London,  to  the  EngUsh 
court,  disguised,  and  unwilling  to  be  known^ 
to  see  if  haply  they  might  attain  the  sight 
of  the  princess  Flerida. 

The  princess  remained  still  pensive,  and 
therefore  kept  her  chamber;  and  they  fail- 
ing of  their  pretended  purpose,  travailed 
thorow  Great  Britain,  where  they  valiantly 
revenged  the  quarrels  of  ladies,  and  enlarg- 
ed their  report  of  their  redoubted  knight- 
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hood,  which  neither  time  can  wear  out  of 
memory,  nor  death  itself  by  any  means  dis- 
folre. 

Proceeding  thus  in  their  adventurous  travail, 
Eutropa  had  gotten  them  within  her  circuit, 
that  she  was  as  sure  of  them  as  had  they 
been  in  her  prison;  but  yet  let  them  alone 
a  while,  to  try  the  hardness  of  their  fortune. 
They  having  spent  the  day  in  travel,  and 
the  dark  night  overcharging  them  w  ith  her 
uncomfortable  hours,  they  determined  to 
take  their  rest  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  for  that 
they  were  far  from  any  other  provision. 
So  alighting,  giving  their  horses  *  to  their 
esquires,  Belcar  sat  him  down  and  fell 
soundly  asleep;  but  Vernao,  whose  mind  was 
on  his  fair  Basilia,  withdrew  himself  to  a 
little  river,  a  pretty  way  from  his  friend 
Belcar,  and  there,  what  with  the  sweet  har- 
mony of  the  little  birds,  and  the  silent  pas- 
sions he  used  to  himself,  the  gentle  prince 
was  greatly  delighted. 

Polendos,  king  of  Thessaly,  wandering  iJi^ 
way,  by  fortuae  tpok  bis  place  of  res^jQg^iyv 
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the  jprince  Vernao,  where  he  heard  all  the 
lovely  ditties,  and  sweet  discourses,  that  he 
used  in  commendation  of  his  fair  Basilia ; 
being  very  loth  to  disquiet  him,  or  to  be 
known  that  he  was  so  near.  But  at  last 
took  occasion  by  the  brave  inventions  that 
he  had  heard  uttered  by  the  prince  Vemao, 
to  enter  into  remembrances  of  his  own  lady, 
fair  Francelina;  and  so  they  twain  in  this 
manner  parsed  away  the  weary  night.  In 
the  morning,  when  he  might  easily  espy  the 
prince  Vernao,  he  could  not  hide  his  pre- 
sence any  longer,  but  went  to  him  with  this 
salutation;  I  know,  sir  Vernao,  that  youi: 
amorous  passions  of  extreme  grief,  will  scant 
suffer  your  oppressed  heart  to  enjoy  any 
gladness,  because  the  remembrance  of  your 
lair  Basilia,  hath  urged  you  this  night  to  be- 
wray the  sundry  assaults  of  an  afflicted  mind, 
whose  far  distance  from  ybur  presence,  hath 
made  you  grievously  to  sigh,  when  you  would 
gladly  have  slept :  whereof  your  friend  is  a  . 
witness^  who  is  not  a  little  sorry  to  under- 
stand your  woes. 

Vernao  embracing  the  noble  Polendos,  de* 


,y  Google 


134 

clared  the  great  joy  he  conceived  for  his 
tompany^  yet  somewhat  displeased  that  any 
should  be  privy  to  his  amorous  complaints^ 
which  might  cause  him  to  be  judged  rather 
^ffeminate^  than  any  way  famous.  While 
they  were  earnest  in  talking^  Belcar  came 
Walking  unto  them;  who  rejoicing  at  the 
sight  of  the  king  Polendos,  embraced  him, 
tising  these  pleasant  speeches :  I  care  not 
greatly  if  I  take  revengement  now,  for  the 
sharp  assault  you  gave  me  at  the  bridge  of 
the  island  of  Carderia,  where  you  bare  away 
the  prize  and  I  the  repulse,  since  I  have  sir 
Vemao  here  to  assist  me.  At  this  Polendos 
embraced  him  and  answered,  I  know  not 
how  that  may  be,  but  this  I  know,  that  he 
who  takes  you  from  my  arms  must  be  a 
stronger  than  I. 

After  many  gratulations  passed  on  all  parts, 
they  mounted  on  horseback,  and  rode  on,Te- 
counting  the  adventures  which  had  happened 
each  other,  in  seeking  the  prince  Doq  Duar- 
dos.  And  Polendos  rehearsed  unto  them, 
how  he  brought  the  young  prince  Palmerin 
to  Constantinople,  not  forgetting  the  letter 
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sent  by  the  Lady  af  the  Lake.  In  con* 
tinuance  of  this  talk,  they  came  before  the 
castle  pf  Dramuziando,  eveiy  one  giving  his 
verdict  on  the  bravery  and  strength  of  this 
fortress;  till  at  length,  to  put  them  forth  of 
these  thoughts,  the  prince  Don  Duardos 
came  upon  the  bridge  in  the  same  order  as 
he  fought  with  the  noble  Primaleon ;  which 
urged  Polendos  to  this  pause.  Methinks 
this  castle  should  be  invincible,  if  it  be  pro-^ 
vided  within  of  such  knights  as  this  which 
we  see  without.  Upon  this  accident,  the 
prince  Vernao  prevailed  by  entreaty,  to  have 
the  first  joust  with  Don  Duardos ;  when  pre- 
sently they  encpui^tered  one  another  with 
such  large  appearance  of  knighthood,  that 
Don  Duardos  lost  one  of  his  [stirrups,  an4 
the  prince  Vernao  was  unhorsed.  Having 
recovered  himself,  he  drew  his  sword,  and 
came  courageously  to  him  again;  but  Don 
Duardos  staid,  4elivering  him  these  speeches: 
Sir  knight,  it  may  be  that  your  skill  on  foot 
is  more  agreeable  to  your  strength,  than  the 
fore-fight  you  have  had  on  horseback ;  but 
against  every  knight  that  cometh,  I  am 
allowed  only  the  first  exploit.    Let  me  joust 
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tvith  yotir  companions ;  you  will  have  others 
anon  on  whom  to  satisfy  yourself,  and  God 
send  that  you  may  speed  as  well  as  I  wish 
you,  and  you  will  then  remain  with  more 
honour  than  you  could  win  of  me,  even 
though  you  should  overcome  me. 

Then  Belcar,  very  desirous  to  enter  the  com- 
bat, pacified  prince  Vemao  with  these  words : 
Sir  Vemao,  since  the  knight  hath  fulfilled 
his  first,  and  we  remain  to  begin  a  fresh 
challenge,  you  may  not  refuse  to  forbear  the 
fight,  considering  he  hath  observed  his  duty 
in  the  field.  Don  Duardos  received  him 
with  an  encounter  which  brought  him  to 
the  ground.  Yet  grieved  he  at  these  jousts; 
for  having  heard  Vemao's  name,  it  well 
seemed  that  his  companions  must  needs  be 
persons  unto  whom  he  was  bound  either  by 
kin  or  friendship,  and  he  feared  for  the  dan- 
ger in  which  they  stood.  Nevertheless,  see- 
ing he  could  no  otherwise  than  obey  his 
orders,  he  went  against  Polendos,  who  re- 
ceived him  with  all  his  might,  full  of  anger 
and  melancholy,  and  amazed  at  beholding 
such  feats  in  a  man  who  was  unknown.    And 


,y  Google 


137 

Au&  they  encountered  so  unsparingly,  that 
Don  Duardos  fell  upon  his  horse's  neck,  and 
had  well  nigh  fallen ;  but  Polendos  went  to 
the  ground,  with  the  saddle  between  hig 
legs. 

Then  the  gate  of  the  tower  opened,  and  Pan* 
daro  called  Don  Duardos  in,  to  whose  com- 
mand he  obeyed,  very  sorry  that  he  might 
not  speak  to  these  knights.  So  entering 
ittto  the  castle,  Polendos,  who  greatly  re- 
sented what  had  befallen  him,  would  have 
fallowed  him,  but  Vemao  got  in  first ;  Pan- 
4aro  let  him  enter,  and  then  shut  the  gate 
so  quickly  that  Polendos  and  Belcar  re- 
mained without,  full  discontented  at  this 
repulse,  and  to  see  Vemao  enclosed  there 
alone,  he  being  little  accustomed  to  do 
battle  with  such  men  as  these.  Don  Duar- 
dos, seeing  him  within,  turned  to  him  and 
said :  Sir  Vernao,  this  is  the  dangcif  of  which 
I  spake  to  you,  and  in  which  I  would  fain  not 
have  seen  you,  the  issue  being  so  dreadful. 
I  do  not  yet,  replied  Vemao,  hold  you  for 
such  a  friend  to  my  honour  that  I  should 
believe  your  words,  and  let  the  fear  of  them 
N  3 
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make  me  do  what  I  ought  not.  At  wliicb 
words,  Pandaro  saluted  him  with  his  mace, 
so  that  between  them  two  was  a  fierce  skir- 
mish; and  Primaleon,  leaning  in  his  chamber 
window,  took  great  ple^-sure  to  behold  the 
haughty  courage  of  Vernao,  and  great  sor- 
row, knowing  how  little  in  the  end  it  would 
avail  him.  Don  Duardos  had  told  him  who 
he  was  ;  whose  name  being  known  unto  Dra- 
muziando,  he  was  not  a  little  glad  of  bim, 
for  that  his  father  Trineo  was  also  the  cause 
of  the  death  of  his  father  Franarque.  Ver- 
nao so  long  assailed  Pandaro,  that  he  brake 
his  sword  close  to  the  hilt  upon  the  iron  rim 
of  the  giant's  shield  :  whereat  Pandaro  being 
no  little  satisfied,  let  fall  his  own,  and  took 
his  mace  with  both  hands  ;  for  though  Pri- 
maleon  had  cut  off  four  fingers  of  his  left 
hand,  necessity  taught  him  after  he  had  re- 
covered, to  supply  their  place  with  engines, 
Vernao  seeing  the  blow  coming  down,  ran 
in  so  close  to  him  that  it  fell  in  vain;  but  then 
Pandaro  finding  him. so  near,  caught  him  in 
bis  aims,  and  squeezed  him  so  hard  that  it 
seemed  as  if  he  had  crushed  him  to  pieces, 
and  then  threw^  him  down  senseless  at  his 
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feet;  from  whence  he  was  carried  into  the 
castle. 

Then  he  opened  the  gate  again ;  but  Belcar 
and  Polendos  were  so  quick  upon  him  that 
he  could  not  shut  it  before  they  bad  both  got 
in.  Belcar  besought  Polendos  to  let  him 
have  the  first  battle;  which  he  accorded 
against  hLs  will,  fearing  how  it  would  be; 
and  though  it  was  as  well  contested  as  was 
expected  from  his  worth,  nevertheless  the 
great  vantage  which  the  giant  possessed' 
brought  him  to  such  state  that  he  was  van- 
quished, with  such  discontent  as  was  the 
greatest  he  had  ever  received.  However, 
Pandaro  did  not  come  off  so  sound  but  that 
the  victory  cost  him  many  wounds.  Polen- 
dos, with  whom  hiS  third  battle  was  to  be, 
seeing  this,  said  to  him,  Methinks  it  is  good 
counsel  to  you  not  to  lose  more  blood,  since 
life  is  supported  by  it.  Yield  thyself;  if  there 
be  more  to  do  I  will  do  it,  and  if  not,  show  me 
the  knight  who  entered.  Methinks,  said 
Pandaro,  in  reply,  if  I  do  not  cut  your  word* 
short,  you  will  let  out  as  many  as  your 
foolishness  prompts.    Withnhat  tliey  fell  to 
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their  fignt,  wherein  Polendos  prevailed,  so 
happily,  that  Pandaro  was  soon  brought  to 
the  ground.    Whereupon  the  cruel  Dalia- 
gam  came  forth  to  defend  him,  armed  as 
usual;  and  though  Polendos  had  already  been 
hardly  handled,  yet  in  that  battle  a^inst  so 
strong  an  enemy,  he  well  showed  what  he 
was.  I  Dramuziando  made  great  account  of 
him  for  what  he  saw.     Primaleon  and  Don 
Duardos  were  with  Vemao  and  Belcar,  see- 
ing that  their  wounds  were  looked  to;  but 
when  they  knew  that  he  who  remained  was 
Polendos,  they  came  to  see  the  end  of  the 
'  battle.    Then  did  they  behold  him  little  pro- 
tected by  his  arms,  which  were  all  black,  con- 
formable to  the  sorrow  of  the  times,  and 
upon  his  shield  a  thick  cloud  in  a^eld  sable. 
At  the  end,  both  he  and  his  enemy  finding 
themselves  to  be    mated  every  way,  and* 
frustrate  in  hope  of  victory  any  way,  were 
both  so  faint  and  wearied  that  they  fell  down, 
neither  gaining  the  conquest  of  the  other. 
Don  Duardoft  and  Primaleon  looked  speedily 
to  the  cure  of  his  person,  and  of  the  other 
twain;  who,  when  they  were  recovered,  re- 
9iained  contented   with    their  misfortune^ 
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because  they*  fiad  now  found  those^  whom 
they  sought.  But  it  was  otherwise  with  Don 
Duardos  and  Primaleon;  for  they  knew  the 
great  lack  of  knights  which  tne  world  felt 
because  of  their  prison,  and  feared  that  their 
liberty  would  hardly  b^  atchieved.  And 
though  the  hope  thereof  was  not  wholly  lost, 
yet  knew  they  that  the  possession  of  good 
fortune  is  better  than  the--gossibility  of  it; 
though  with  respect  to  evil  fortuiie;^  it  Is  clfua 
CQUtrary. 
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CHAPTER  16. 


Recindos,  king  of  Spain,  hearing  the  great 
pursuit  of  many  noble  knights,  to  enquire  of 
the  two  princes,  Don  Duardos  and  Prima- 
'  leon,  determined  with  himself  to  try  the  ha- 
zard of  fortune,  if  that  his  employed  pains 
might  compass  any  good  luck.  And  leaving 
the  governiag  of  his  estate  to  the  duke  Or- 
liando,  and  the  marquis  Ricardo,  men  of  no 
less  valiancy  than  true  nobility,  he  departed 
with  no  body  but  his  esquire  attending  on 
him,  and  travelled  through  many  countries, 
till  he  came  to  the  court  of  France,  where 
he  was  royally  and  gfacioualy  received  by 
his  cousin  king  Arnedos  :  who,  undefstand- 
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ingthe  effect  of  hi»  noble  determination^  and 
being  himself  affected  to  those  worthy 
princes^  committed  his  kingdom  to  his 
queen  Melicia^  and  travelled  with  Recindos 
in  this  heavy  enterprize. 

Now  because  it  began  to  be  rumoured  that 
all  knights  were  lost  in  Great  Britain,  no 
man  knew  how, they  took  their  course  thither,  I 
and  arrived  at  the  English  court,  not  making 
themselves  known  because  of  the  general 
sorrow;  wherefore  they  did  not  see  Flerida. 
From  thence  departing,  they  went  on  till . 
they  came  there,  whither  the  fortune  of  all 
kniglits  lied  them,  and  about  mid-day  en- 
tered the  valley  and  rode  up  along  the  river 
side  till  they  came  to  the  castle,  at  such  time 
as  two  other  knights  had  just  reached  it 
from  the  other  side.  The  one,  who  greatly 
surpassed  in  stature,  rode  a  large  bay  horse, 
having  his  armour  spotted  with  red  and 
crtmson  colour,  and  in  his  shield  for  his  de- 
vice, he  bare  a,  grey  dog.  The  other 
knight  was  all  in  black  armour,  and  his 
shield  of  the  same  colour :  these  four  met 
just  together,  at  the  entrance  of  the  bridge. 
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DoaBuardos^  who  was  ready  for  the  jousl, 
said^Sirs^  see  which  of  ye  is  to  joust  first,  and 
let  him  come  on,  for  there  is  but  scant  time 
for  so  many. 

Upon  these  words  Recindos  couched  his 
spear ;  but  the  knight  of  the  dog  offered 
him  this  stay  : .  Sir,  it  seems  you  regard  not 
knightly  courtesy,  to  offer  me  this  wrong, 
who  both  came  before  you,  and  was  prepared 
before  you,  and  therefore  of  right  ought  to 
begin  before  you.  Recindos,  somewhat 
moved  at  these  words,  shaped  him  this  reply: 
Sir,  if  in  a  bravery  you  seek  to  go  beyond 
me,  or  in  peremptory  words  to  bear  the  prize 
away,  you  are  far  deceived ;  for  that  words 
cannot  out-face  me,  nor  your  weapons  fear 
me.  Don  Duardos  perceiving  these  ques- 
tions,.said  to  them.  Sirs,  if  ye  wish  to  excuse 
this  difference,  neither  of  you  should  Joust 
first,  but  let  me  try  your  companipns;  and 
peradventure  they  may  give  you  such  a  re- 
port of  themselves  as  will  set  yi^H^uarrelr 
-  ling  which  shall  be  the  last* 

The  knight  of  the   dog,   not  chusing  to 
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answer  Don  I>aardo9>  cried  out  to  Recindos^ 
the  joust  which  you  would  have  with  that 
kuight  you  must  have  with  me^  oxkd  I  will 
show  you  how  hurtful  is  pride  to  him  who 
prizes  it.  Wherewith  they  ran  together  very 
fiercely;  and  Arnedos  prepared  himself  to 
the  black  knight,  so  that  between  them  be- 
gan a  hot  skirmish,  wherein  horse  and  men 
were  all  laid  on  the  ground*  Then  rising  up 
again,  and  drawing  forth  their  swords,  they 
charged  one  another  with  such  mighty 
strokes,  that  their  singular  courage  niade 
manifest  the  valour  of  their  noble  minds* 

Dramuziando,  accompanied  with  Primaleon^ 
Polendos,  and  the  other  knights,  stood  upoa  < 
the  battlements  which  commanded  the ' 
bridge,  beholding  the  battle,  which,  waa 
one  of  the.  nouble  ones  of  the  world,  and 
giving  no  less  commendation  to  it  than  the: 
behaviour  of  the  knights  did  justly  deserve. 
Yet  none  of  them  could  judge  of  whence,  or 
wl^ftt,they  were,  saving  that  Don  Duardos 
knew  the  knight  of  the  Dog  to  be  May- 
ortes.  They  the  while  continued  their  bat;* 
tie  pa  for  pure  weariness  they  were  fain  to 
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draw  back ;  but  the  desire  which  each  had  to 
finish  that  strife  not  suffering  them  ta  remain 
long  at  rest,  they  turtied  to  it  again,  and 
soon  handled  each  other  so  hardlj  that  all 
were  brought  to  extreme  weakness;  May* 
Ortes  throwing  down  his  sword,  joined  with 
his  enemy,  to  try  his  strength  in  wrestling; 
und  Amedos  likewise  received  the  black 
knight,  so  that  the  blood  issued  forth  upon 
their  armour,  and  they  all  through  great 
weakness  fell  do\vn  on  the  earth.  Then  came 
forth  Dramuziando,  with  his  noble  prisoners,  • 
in  whose  faith  he  had  full  confidence,  and 
taking  off  their  helmets,  Primaleon  knew 
the  black  knight  to  be  the  soldan  Belagriz, 
and  certified  Dramuziando,  that  the  odier 
two  were  Re^indos  king  of  Spain,  and  Ar- 
nedos  king  of  France ;  who  were  all  pre. 
sently  carried  into  the  castle,  that  their 
•founds  might  be  cured,  and  themselves  re- 
covered. 

Dramuziando  used  all  the  knights  very  ho- 
nourably, refusing  to  take  extreme  revenge 
fbr  his  father's  death,  but  supposed  their 
imprisonment  to  be  punishment  sufficient. 
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And  through  their  help  he  had  good  hoptf 
to  conquer  the  isle  of  the  Bottomless  Lake^ 
which  had  belonged  to  his  grandfather  the 
giant  Almadrago^  but  was  now  in  possession 
of  certain  other  giants^  who  had  taken  it 
from  him  by  force ;  when  they  should  have 
done  him  this  service  he  thought  to  set  them 
all  at  liberty,  and  remain  for  evermore  in 
friendship  with  them.  In  time,  Mayortes, 
the  Grand  Khan,  the  soldan  Belagriz,  Ar- 
oedos,  and  king  Recindos,  had  all  obtained 
tbeir^  former  health,  rejoicing  that  *  they 
5^Fore  imprisoned  with  their  dearest  friex?idib  , 
whom  they  travelled  to  seek,  and,  bad  49 
happily  fquw}.  And  they  lapghe^  among 
thefnaeW^s  at  th<^ir  eagiprne^  to  do  battla 
twA.  Don  Dqardos.  3ut  xo  him  a^l  these 
^^^ .Were  killing  gfiefs;  for  beiudes  that 
.1^.  9^W  no  remedy^  fpt  these  Josses,  the 
aew*  -he  hevd  of ,  Florida  frppa  ^^ch  ne^ 
comer -coQtinuailyin^raftsed  his  <>>VU  jsorr^Wv 
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CHAPTER  iTt 


In  that  time  might  any  Pagan  lord  have  con- 
qncred  the  whole  empire  of  Greece,  and 
that  in  short  space,  so  little  defence  was  left 
there;  but  the  emperor  Palmerin  was  so 
well  beloved  by  ^11,  that  they  who  could  have 
inade  war  upon  him  would  for  friendship's 
sake  have  holpen  him  had  he  stood  in  needt 
And  now  after  that  the  young  knights  had 
made  manifest  their  great  ^xpertoess  in 
many  triumphs,  for  the  honour  of  their 
ladies,  and  estimation  they  held  of  them^ 
selves,  the  emperor,  to  remove  the  sadness 
of  his  people,  caused  every  night  dances 
and  devices  to  be  performed,  for  the  delight 
pf  the  ^pp^ess^  and  the  princess  Qridpma ; 
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but  ^e  fair  Basilia  still  refused  tbeli  com* 
pany,  for  that  the  absence  of  prince  Vexnao 
caused  her  to  spend  the  time  in  pensive- 
ness. 

Pahnerin  of  England,  affcctipg  strange  ad- 
ventures, and  desiring  with  other  knights 
to  make  proof  of  his  knighthood,  j:ct  dared 
not  sally  forth  without  leave  of  his  mistress. 
Courage  was  wanting  to  ask  this,  still  more 
to  discover  his  heart  to  her  ;  so  tliat  he  knew 
not  which  to  choose,  whether  to  keep  silence 
and  hve  with  this  grief,  or  to  discover  it  and 
abide  the  hazard.  One  night  however  after 
the  dance  w^as  ended,  drawing  near  Poli- 
narda,  as  he  sometimes  used  to  do,  full  of 
those  fears  to  which  enamoured  hearts  are 
at  such  times  subject,  with  countenance 
changed,  step  slow,  speech  faltering,  and 
embarrassed,  he  began  to  say :  Lady,  the 
^pexor  yaur  .grandfather  gave  me  to  your 
highness  the  day  whereon  I  entered  tliis 
house,  that  I  should  serve  you,  at  an  age 
when  I  knew  not  the  favour  which  he  then 
vouchsafed  me.  And  though  from  thence 
the  danger  hath  arisen  in  which  I  now  stand, 
o  3 
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I  ftm  yet  so  well  content  therewith  that  to 
ld$e  it  I  should  feel  more  than  I  can  fear  all 
those  dangers^  though  they  are  such  that  all 
others  are  as  nothing  in  comparison.  And 
because  my  intention  is  to  s^k  adventures^ 
and  go  where  they  ma^  lead  me,  I  would 
beseech  leave  of  you,  lady,  ^o  to  do,  and 
^o  your  consent  that  I  may  call  myself,  at 
least  in  my  own  heart,  your  knight ;  for  from 
^jSttVl  shall  find  strength  for  atchievement 
yrhejein  it  yrill  he  needed. 

PQl|narda,.who  well  understood  the  end  of 
these  speeches,  and  meant  to  give  him  occa^ 
^iou  to  speak  more  plainly,  answered  thus ; 
Certes,  Palmcrin,  I  owe  you  so  much  for  the 
^ervic^s  which  you  have  already  done  me  that  I 
should  rejoice  i^  the  power  of  requiting  you 
%o  your  honour,  I  consent  that  you  caJi 
yourself  my  knight ;  your  appearance  and 
breeding  in  this  court  suffice  for  that,  sa^ 
1  adventure  nothing.  The  danger  in  which 
you  say  you  now  stand  I  would  willmgl^  xm^ 
dersti^md,  for  I  should  be  little  content  with 
imy  which  affected  you.  Lady,  repBed  PM* 
merit),  hpW  can  I  beljeve  that  yon  grieye  tg 
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sec  me  in  H,  since  it  proceeds  from  yon  ?  Yet 
though  it  shonM  destroy  me,  I  would  rather 
it  were  so  dia«i  that  I  were  without  it.  I  am 
glad,  quoth  Polinarda,  that  m^  suspicion 
was  right ;  and  since  the  fault  of  this  pre* 
sumption  is  mine,  will  give  you  no  other 
punishment  in  guerdon  than  to  advise  you 
not  to  appear  again  before  me ;  if  you  do  I 
shall  find  means  to  punish  that  transgression, 
and  this  also,  at  once.  As  soon  as  she  had 
finished  these  words,  she  turned  her  back 
and  left  him  ready  to  fall,  and  in  such  a  mor* 
tal  condition,  that  if  any  one  had  looked  at 
him,  it  might  have  been  known  what  had 
passed  in  that  conversation.  But  as  all  were 
employed  in  following  their  ladies,  who  were 
now  retiring  with  the  empress,  there  was  none 
to  notice  him.  And  having  past  the  force 
of  that  accident,  he  somewhat  recovered  him* 
self,  and  went  as  wett  as  W  cpuld  to  bis  Ipdg- 
iagt 

Before  momfaig^  because  he  could  find  no 
Tepose,  and  also  that  he  might  obey  his  lady's 
command^  he  armed  himself  in  armour  of 
spcttrd  grey,  powdi;re4  with  Uttic  th^rxis  of 
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blade    and    gold^  tokens   of  the    troubles 
through  which  he  was  to  pass.    HU  shield 
.bore  the  wheel  of  fortune  in  a  field  azure> 
for  that  which  Daliarte  had  sent  him  he  car- 
ried in  a  case  that  he  might  not  be  known 
by  it ;  and  taking  with  him  Selviam^  his  fos- 
ter brother^  the  son  of  the  savage  man^  who 
J>ote  it  together  with  his  other  arms^  he  de- 
parted tecfeily.    He  had  no  other  thought 
than  to  pass  the  *time  in  sorrowful  words 
jningled  with  many  tears  and  sighs^  which 
?ettt  hii  soul^  true  signs  of  his  griei^  to  which 
all  Uie  consolations  of  Selviam  could  give 
.no  remedy ;  instead  thereof  he  redoubted 
'them  with  so  much  the  more  violeace^  so 
that  he  dared  <<ay  nothing  more  to  htm*     In 
dns  manner  be  rode  on  all.ni^t  and  all  the 
next  day^  without  takiilg  ft^d ;  for  always  in 
great  aonrows  the  thou^ts  which  spring  from 
tbw  susiaio.him  whfi^.€a»^res  t^m. 
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CHAPTER   18. 


Thus  travelled  Palmerin^  neither  resting 
himself  in  any  place,  nor  abiding  in  any 
company,  but  only  his  brother  Selviam'f  • 
On  die  second  day  towards  evening,  being 
now  far  distant  from  Constantinople,  he 
found  himself  in  a  valley  full  of  thick  trees, 
among  which  were  certain  old  buildings  in 
many  parts  fallen  to  ruin,  yet  in  the  little 
which  appeared  they  gave  sample  of  how 
noble  a  thing  they  had  once  been ;  within 
were  galleries  and  apartments  worthy  to  be 
inhabited,  and  without  the  walls  were  covered 
with  ivy,  so  green  and  inwoven  with  the  very 
stones,  as  not  only  to  give  adornment  to  the 
antiquity  of  the  edifice,  but  also  to  preserve 
\t  from  its  total  fall.    About  a  stone's  throw 
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distant  was  a  fountain  of  clear  water,  in  so 
pleasant  a  place,  that  he  could  not  choose 
but  alight.  Selviam  took  his  horse,  and 
would  fain  have  given  his  master  food,  but 
Palmerin  would  not,  for  in  those  days  sor- 
rowful thoughts  were  his  sustenance;  so 
sending  him  away,  he  remained,  leaning 
upon  one  hand  with  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
fountain  below  him ;  and  calling  to  mind  the 
words  of  his  lady,  fell  from  thence  to  blam- 
ing his  own  bcJdness,  OPabiierin, sai4  he, 
^oa  to  a  poor  savage  maia,  and  born  in  the 
woods  of  Great  Bri^in,  what  estimation 
4iadst  thou  of  modesty,  to  move,  so  great 
offence  with  thy  gradous  mistress  ?  And  yet, 
l^y*  if  you  respect  my  trusty  service,  with 
the  constaat  loyalty  I  hav€  always  borne  to 
your  sovereigiHy,  my  fault  oomi^itted  rashly 
.deserveth  no  such  repulse ;  for  if  you  regard 
your  own  beauty,  you  shall  perceive  my 
words  to  be  for  your  honour,  and  not  worthy 
any  hate,  in  that  I  will  prefer  your  nan^ 
Hiabove  all  ladies  in  nobleness.  And  yet  am 
I  contented  to  abide  your  hard  doom,  and 
.according  to  your  pleasure,  waste  my  daysia 
distress,     • 
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With  this  he  paused  awhile^  weakness  de* 
priving  him  both  of  strength  and  breath  to 
express  the  words  which  sorrow  and  love 
suggested.  It  was  not  long  before  he  heard 
within  the  building  the  touch  of  a  stringed 
instrument,  which  because  it  was  somewhat 
distant  he  knew  not  presently  what  it  might 
be ;  but  anon  the  sound  thereof  coming  un- 
der the  trees,  roused  him,  and  going  towards 
it  he  had  not  proceeded  far  within  the  build* 
ing,  before  in  one  of  the  vaulted  chambers 
he  espied  one  sitting  all  in  black,  with  a 
long  beard,  and  a  countenance  shewing,  by 
its  sad  complexion,  that  he  had  more  mind 
to  mourn  than  to  any  mirth ;  he  was  playing 
upon  virginals  of  so  loud  a  tone,  that  they 
could  be  heard  in  the  field  without ;  the  har- 
mony of  which  lingering  in  the  hollows  of 
the  vaulted  cieling,  made  so  rare  a  sound 
^hat  he  who  heard  it  was  perforce  led  to  lis- 
ten, and  to 'the  forgetftilwas  of  all  other 
things.  The  knight  of  Fortune,  transport- 
ed at  hearing  him,  leant  agaitist  the  door,  and 
would  not  enter  farther  least  he  should  dis- 
turi>  him ;  seeing  that  the  other  was  so  car- 
ried %way  with  his  own  thoughts  that  some« 
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times  he  fell  upon  the  instrument^  and  then 
broke  out  into  words  conformable  to  his  way 
of  life,  and  in  praise  of  her  who  occasioned 
it.  Palmerin  having  heard  what  singular  re- 
ports he  gave  his  lady^  as  that  none  might 
compare  with  ner  for  beauty  and  bravery ; 
he  was  very  much  offended^  in  that  he 
esteemed  all  ladies  as  counterfeit  to  his  fair 
Polinarda ;  wherefore  he  entered  in,  saying. 
It  would  be  well,  sir  knight,  if  you  would 
praise  your  own  lady  without  disparaging 
others,  since  there  may  be  some  one  who  is 
in  nothing  her  inferior. 

He  of  the  Vaulted  Chamber  seeing  one  en- 
tered upon  him  so  suddenly,  advanced  him- 
self towards  him  with  this  answ^ :  Is  there 
any  to  be  equal  with  my  lady  ?  Stay  till  I 
am  armed,  and  I  will  show  thee  the  truth  of 
what  I  say,  and  the  lie  which  thou  believest. 
I  would  thou  wert  armed,  replied  he  of  For- 
tune, for  so  manifest  an  etror  ought  to  have 
no  delay  in  receiving  its  punishment. 

Thc^  knight  withdrew  himself  into  a  ch^un^ 
ber,  and  Palmeria  went  forth^  where  he 
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mounted  on  horseback^  and  attended  hi$ 
coming.  Presently  he  of  the  Vaulted  Cham* 
ter  came  forth,  attired  in  black  armour ;  the 
device  on  his  shield  could  not  be  seen  be- 
cause it  was  now  dark,  but  what  he  bore 
there  was  a  sepulchre  in  a  sable  field,  death 
above  guarding  it.  Usipg  no  words  they 
fell  to  combat  valiantly ;  but  the  knight  of 
the  Chamber  breaking  his  lance  upon  his 
antagonist's  shield,  was  driven  himself  to  the 
earth.  Then  dealing  awhile  together  with 
their  swords,  Palmerin,  after  no  long  battle, 
because  he  fought  for  truth,  and  was  the 
stronger,  albeit  the  other  was  excellent  in 
arms,  overcame  him;  and  taking  off  his  hel- 
met^ bade  him  unsay  the  lie  which  he  had 
uttered,  or  he  would  slay  him.  The  knight 
replied,  the  lie  wherewith  you  charge  me,  I 
shall  not  unsay,  for  to  unsay  it  would  be  a 
greater ;  kill  me  you  may  at  your  pleasure, 
it  is  the  best  boon  my  evil  hap  can  grant  me; 
and  if  I  regret  any  thing,  it  is  that  ought 
besides  my  own  sorrow  should  destroy  me. 
Palmerin  seeing  him  th)as  desperate,  left 
him,  saying,  sufiice  it  for  the  test  of  your 
truth,  that  you  have  so  ill  been  able  to  main- 
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tain  it;  and  mounting  his  horse  he  went  his 
way,  the  more  contentedly  for  what  had  here 
befallen  him.  The  other  returned  into  his 
vaulted  chamber,  where  he  was  healed  by  his 
squire,  being  so  desirous  of  deadi,  that  he 
would  have  given  it  to  himself,  if  he  had 
hot  thought  that  in  so  doing  he  should  have 
sinned  against  that  sorrowful  remembrance 
from  which  he  alway  expected  it.. 
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It  is  registered  m  ancient  histariesL,^bat  ia 
Sardinia  sometime  reigned  a  king,  named 
Avandro,  who  spoused  queen  Esmeralda^ 
daughter  to  the  duke  Armian  of  Normandy^ 
and  sister  i^nco  the  duke  Draposj^  tj^e  son-inr 
law  of  king  Fm-pL  This  king  had,  ope  only 
son  vilkb  was  namedjfloiamaij^of  na  less 
expertness  of  capjicityj.  than  kajglf^ly^bcha^ 
Tiour  in  courage  ;  ^whi<^  ^^^^  ]^^  ^^^  ^^ 
all  that  saw  him^  and.  loved  of^^thM^  knew 
him.  It  so  chanced  that. xhis  Floramaji 
growing  to  ripeness  of  years,  became  enar- 
moured  of  Altea,  daughter  to  the  duke  Carlo^ 
who  w:as  brought  up  by  the  qwen>  her  fathef 
PC     " 
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^htiag  the  king's  yassal.  Between  these  two 
was  joined  a  league  of  perfect  good  liking, 
and  a  mutual  ooniCDt  ^  faithful  love.  This 
love  could  not  pkate  the  king  his  father, 
who  by  all  tneaat  he  could  sought  still  to 
prevent  it.  And  perceiving  he  could  hardl/ 
reclaim  hit  son^  hut  that  his  affecdon  still  in- 
creased to  fair  Altea^  he  sent  her  home  to 
the  dukt  her  father^  meaning  to  match  his 
son  to  Adrians;,  the  queen  of  Sicilia,  whom 
Floraman  denied  to  love^  or  iu  this  to  grant 
to  his  father's  mind ;  hut  rather  endeavoured 
to  foQow  his  lady,  whose  absence  procured 
the  languishing  of  his  life.  The  king  well 
noting  the  intent  of  Floraman,  that  he  could 
not  fancy  his  father's  choice,  by  secret  trea- 
son in  the  duke  of  Sicilia's  court,  he  found 
the  means  to  poison  the  fair  Altea.  The 
duke  misdottbttng  that  the  untimely  deadi  of 
his  daugihter  was  procured  by  some  unna- 
tural mean,  because  she  was  so  soon  sick, 
and  so  suddenly  gone,  sent  for  Larisa,  her 
chamber-womsn,  and  by  force  of  tormenu 
made  her  confess  the  whole  manner  of  her 
death.  Then  having  Teamt  the  truth,  order- 
ed the  body  of  his  daughter  to  be  embalmed. 
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and  pkced  it  in  a  tomb  of  black  morblf ^ 
wbexeon  the  whole  history  of  her  life  was  ia- 
scribed^  and  upon  the  tomb  !Peat[i  i^ras  sculp- 
tured^ as  hideous  as  he  is  always  pourtrayed. 
This  rare  piece  of  wpc^o^^usliip  \\e  laid  in -a 
chariot  and  led  into  the  fie}^i  and  collecting 
all  bis  vassals^  ,beg^n  t^  xn^f^  yfV  f^P^  ^^ 
king ;  but  it  availed  huiv  UM:1$^  fqv  the  king's 
power  was  so  mueh;  gt^a)^.  ;^hfd^  l)is  pwn^ 
^at  he  was  routed  4a  the  ^st  ba^^e.  j  .Prince 
Floraman^  lq  the  day  of  bf  tt^j  ;/vi)l^  a  com- 
pany of  well  appointed  kni|^ts^  brake 
tkpough  the  ra^l^  mid  ei^tered  the  oamp^ 
Irom  whence  , be  toQk  .the  cWiot  with  the 
lomb«  So-  riding  pregeptly  tp  a^pprt  of  the 
9ea^  be  took  sbi]^>iQgA  .and  Q^as^ed  towards 
the  Turk's dcNninipn;  oiad.findipg'h^  solitary 
castle,  he  lived  there  bfiwwipg  tb^^act  of 
his  father>  and  jthe  uofortunate  fb^k.pf  bis 
fairAUea,  ...     ..^. ... 

In  this  place  remained  ^FIo]ramap]>  fill  such 
time  as  Palmerin  visited  him,  f s  you  have 
beard;  and  although  it  w^  the. good  ^- 
tune  of  Palmerin  to  conquer  him  O^hp  was 
p3 
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both  wasted  urith    mournings   and  grovn 
into  great  debility  by  his  exceeding  sorrow,) 
yet  was   Fbramaa  a    knight  of   singular 
prowess.    Long  he  staid  in  that  comfortless 
place ;  till  at  last  the  king  his  father  under- 
standing where  he  was,  found  means  to  carry 
off  from  him  the  tomb,  without  his  knowing 
the  lott  till  it  was  too  late  to  recover  it. 
And  in  hit  discontent  that  he  should  have 
been  defeated  in  such  a  quarrel,  he  besought 
forgiveness  of  his  lady,  in  such  words  as 
these :  Alas,  my  Altea,  impute  not  this  con* 
quest  to  any  right  in  mine  enemy,  but  rather 
to  the  feeble  and  weak  assaults  of  your  ser- 
vant, which  extreme  sorrow  hath  caused. 
Wherefore,  to  make  amends  for  this  great 
mischance,  and  that  you  may  know  your 
knight  esteemeth  none   but  you,  I  will  hi 
my  adventures  so  blaze  your  memory,  that 
all  ladies  shall  report  you  are  the  only  Altea; 
and  cause  them  to  know,  she  is  as  yet  unborn 
that  must  be  your  equal.    Then  he  departed 
thence,  still  using  bis  black  armour,  and 
the  shield  wherein  death  was  painted ;  using 
1^0  other  name  for  himself,  but  the  knight  of 
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Death.  And  what  rare  adventures  were  by 
him  atchieved^  in  the  honour  of  his  lady^ 
and  great  reputation  of  himself^  you  shall 
be  at  large  certified  in  the  sequel  of  this 
history. 
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CHAPTER  20, 


When  the  knight  of  Fortune  had  conquered 
Floraman^  he  proceeded  on  his  journey^  be- 
ing somewhat  the  less  sorrowful  for  this  little 
service  which  he  had  rendered  to  his  lady ; 
which  Selviam  perceiving,  made  him  take 
food,  a  thing  which  till  then  he  had  not 
done ;  and  venturing  to  speak  anon  freely, 
reminded  him  how  great  an  error  it  was  to 
be  forgetful  of  himself,  since  that  could 
profit  nothing,  and  would  destroy  the  life 
with  which  he  might  serve  his  lady.  Pal- 
merin  replied,  Selviam,  if  tbou  couldest 
judge  the  world  of  woes  I  abide  in  my 
silent  thoughts,  as  thou  dost  perceive  some 
motion,     by    dutward    appearance,     thou 
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woitldst  rather  wish  me  in  my  grave  than' 
to  see  me  remain  in  this  remediless  grief, 
which  no  way  can  be  remedied,  but  only 
by  the  last  extremity,  which  is  death.  That 
sorrow  which  is  without  hope  hath  no  cure ; 
and  if  yon  would  know  whether  mine  be 
such,  remember  the  worth  of  her  who  de^ 
stroys  me ;  her  high  parentage,  the  great- 
ness of  her  state,  and  above  aU  that  beauty 
»o  different  ffom  all  others  which  are  lauded 
in  the  world ;  then  call  to  mind  that  I  am 
such  an  outcast  of  fortune  that  I  know  not 
from  what  blood  I  am  descended,  nor  whe- 
ther I  have  any  other  father  than  thy  own, 
.whom,  what  he  is,  thou  knowest ;  what  then 
but  death  can  I  look  for,  righteous  guerdon 
of  so  great  presumption  i 

Then  relapsing  into  his  lamentations,  he  rode 
on,  not  knowing  neither  caring  whither  he 
went,  till  they  arrived  at  a  bridge,  where 
they  saw  three  knights  before  them,  who 
would  have  passed  over,  but .  were  resisted 
by  a  knight  who  kept  the  passage ;  he  was 
jready  for  the  joust,  being  armed  in  arms  of 
red  and  white  with  silver  waves,  and  bearing 
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in  bis  shield  a  white  bull  in  a  grey  fidd. 
One  of  these  three  knights  courageously 
gave  combat  to  him^  but  was  quickly  set 
beside  his  saddle. 

Hie  second  wishing  to  revenge  him^  ran  at 
him  of  the  Bull,  who  was  ready;  but  this  one 
went  to  the  ground  without  an  encounter; 
for  the  horse  not  being  accustomed  to  such 
passes^  was  frightened  at  the -bridge,  which 
was  a  wooden  oiwt  a^d  very  high,  so  that  h^ 
'started  and  threw  his  riden  The  third  gave 
his  the  spur,  and  met  the  knight  of  the  Bali 
with  such  force  that  both  were  left  cfn  foot 
in  the  middle  of  the  bridge ;  he  who  kept 
the  pass  held  the  reins  fast,  and  sprang  up 
again  as  lightly  as  though  he  had  never  lost 
his  seat.  The  other,  drawing  his  sword,  de- 
manded battle ;  that,  rephed  he,  I  may  not 
do,  for  she,  by  whose  command  I  keep  the^ 
pass,  orders  me  to  do  battle  with  none  but 
who  shall  manifestly  bear  the  better  in  the 
joust ;  since  you  have  not  done  this,  no  fault 
can  be  laid  to'my  charge.  At  this  the  other 
drew  back  in  anger,     ^ 
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The  knight  of  Fortune  knowing  these  three 
knights  that  had  been  foiled  to  be  of  .the 
emperor's  court,  as  Luymanes  of  Burgundy, 
Germam  of  Orleans,  and  Tenebrante,  was 
not  willing  that  they  should  go  without  their 
revenge :  so  making  at  him  of  the  Bridge, 
who  was  ready  to  receive  him,  he  bore  him 
out  of  the  saddle  more  easily  than  the  others 
had  been  by  him  unhorsed.  Then  leaping 
from  his  horse,  which  he  could  not  turn 
because  of  the  straitness  of  the  bridge,  he 
found  him  with  his  sword  drawn  and  his 
shield  upon  his  arm.  The  three  beholders 
were  dismayed  to  see  so  brave  a  battle  as 
ensued,*But  though  the  blows  which  he 
of  the  Bridge  dealt  were  such  as  beseemed 
the  dealer,  who  was  a  right  good  knight; 
those  of  the  knight  of  Fortune  showed  him 
the  difference  in  his  flesh,  for  they  cut  away 
the  shield  from  his  arm,  and  strewed  the 
bridge  with  the  splinters;  and  so  much  blood 
ran  through  the  gaps  in  his  armour,  that 
there  was  scarcely  another  knight  who  could 
so  long  have  endured ;  till  at  length  he  of 
Fortune  laid  him  at  his  feet,  and  putting  the 
point  of  his  «word  at  his  face,  bade  him  yield 
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if  he  would  not  be  slain^  and  tell  what  he 
was,  and  wherefore  he  kept  that  passage. 
The  knight  of  the  Bull  seeing  himself 
brought  under,  and  hearing  his  demand, 
which  he  was  very  loth  to  grant,  at  last 
discovered  himself  as  thus-:  Sir  knight,  it 
hath  been  always  my  desire  to  keep  myself 
imknown  to  any ;  not  that  I  hide  my  name 
for  fear,  but  till  my  noble  exploits  might 
deserve  to  make  me  known :  understand  that 
I  am  son  to  Don  Duardos  the  famous  prince 
of  England,  and  Argonida,  the  lady  of  the 
Enchanted  Isle,  having  to  name  Pompides*. 
As  concerning  why  I  keep  this  passage,  thus 
it  is :  a  certain  lady,  who  cured  th#kyoun(ls 
I  received  at  my  last  encounter,  against 
.  two  knights  whom  I  slew,  commanded  me 
to  keep  this  passage  until  I  should  win  t 
knight  whom  she    greatly  desireth.     And 


*  Pompides  has  tome  rtason  to  complain  of  Francisco  4e 
Moraesyor  of  whoerer  wrote  Palmerin  of  England.  Th« 
author  of  Primaleon  desiring  him  to  be  the  hero  of  the  neit 
Romance  in  the  series.  P.  3.  C.  45.  he  says  that  none  o( 
the  other  children  of  Duardos  nearly  equalled  himj  because 
Berida  educated  them  too  delicately. 
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here  have  I  remained  for  the  space  of 
twenty  days,  having  been  little  longer 
knighted,  and  now  suffering  from  your 
hands  what  I  did  not  think  to  have  suffered 
from  any. 

The  knight  of  Fortune  hearing  his  words, 
suffered  him  to  arise^  and  gave  him  this 
answer :  Sir  Pompides,  of  such  a  person  as 
you  it  may  well  be  beUeved  chat  only  be- 
cause he  is  himself  forced  so  to  do,  does 
he  offer  this  force  to  others :  henceforth  seek 
other  adventures,  for  there  are  many  in  the 
world,  and  leave  this,  in  which  you  impede 
the  roa^li^'hich  should  be  open  to  all.  The 
other  vanquished  knights,  who  greatly  de- 
sired to  have  knowledge  of  the  knight  of 
Fortune,  approached  him  with  that  intent ; 
but  he  choosing  to  remain  unknown,  took  his 
leave  courteously  and  departed.  They  also 
then  went  their  way  in  search  of  Palmerin, 
whom  they  had  set  out  from  the  emperor's 
court  to  seek,  being  greatly  his  friends. 
Pompides  remained  in  such  plight  that  he 
was  carried  upon  a  Utter  to  a  neighbouring 
castle^  where   he  was  healed.    It  was  not 
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many  days  since  he  had  received  the  order 
of  kiiighthood  from  the  hands  of  king  Frisol 
of  Huiigary  ;  and  going  about  the  world  to 
seek  news  of  his  father^  he  came  to  these 
parts,  where  what  you  have  now  heard  be- 
fell him. 
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CHAPTER  21- 


The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  who  behaved 
himself  so  bravely  at  Constantinople,  endea- 
vouring himself  in  travel,  fortune  directed 
.his  comae  to  the  Sorrowful  Valley,  where 
Paudricia  abode  in  her  House  of  Sadness. 
To  this  name  all  things  were  conformable  ; 
the  trees  dark  and  gloomy,  the  air  damp  and 
overshadowed,  the  waters  of  the  river 
Mournful  both  in  colour  and  in  sound ;  in  one 
part  where  the  river  formed  a  dark,  smooth, 
silent  pool,  there  was  a  knight  under  some 
•thick  willow  tree,  of  great  stature,  armed  in 
plated  mail  of  black  and  yellow,  without 
other  mixture ;  in  his  shield  a  white  swan  in 
a  field  sable;  he  rode  upon  a  grey  horse,  and 
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some  lances  were  placed  against  the  Srees^ 
The  knight  of  the  Valley  seeing  him  of  the 
Savage  a{>proach,  blew  a  horn  which  hung 

I  from  one  of  the  trees,  which  was  heard  afar, 
and  it  seemed  as  if  the  sorrowfulness  of  the 
place  extended  even  to  things  inanimate;  for 
the  sound  was  more  dolorous  than  delightful. 
Forthwith  upon  the  battlements  of  that  habi- 
tation^there  was  lalda  fair  cloth  of  black  velvet, 
and  cushions  of  the  same,  when  there  came 
a  fair  lady,  with  her  damsels,  and  placed 
herself  thereon  to  see  the  combat-  This  sight 
moved  the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man  to  stand 
in  a  great  maze,  as  well  to  behold  the  fair 
ladies,  as  also  such  a  seemly  knight  in  a 
place  of  so  smallfrequentation.  But  of  which 
study  to  revive  him,  the  knight  of  the  Swan 
sent  his  page,  who  summoned  him  in  thb 
sort :  My  lord  and  master  (sir  knight)  whom 
you  here  behold,  and  can  no  way  escape^ 
hath  kept  this  passage  for  this  six  months,  to 

I  the  advancement  of  his  honour,  and  disgrace 
of  no  small  company  of  good  and  hardy 
knights,  as  their  shields  may  suffice  for  wit- 
ness, that  hang  on  yonder  tree;  he  therefore 
hath  sent  me,  and  I  in  his  name  solicit  you^ 
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that  if  cowardly  fear  does  enforce  you  to 
faint^  as  not  daring  to  venture  where  so  many 
faath  been  vanquished^  you  are  permitted  the 
choice  of  two  extremes ;  you  must  pass  uo 
further,  but  return  from  whence  you  came, 
or  you  must  vow  to  this  sorrowful  lady,  (who 
with  all  her  company  spendeth  the  time  in 
wailing,)  never  to  rejoice,  in  remembrance  of 
her  grief,  but  to  be-  partner  of  her  sadness 
while  your  life  endureth.  In  a  remembrance 
of  either,  you  must  leave  your  shield  and 
your  name  written  on  the  rim  thereof,  for 
such  is  the  pleasure  of  the  kdy  whom  fa« 
serves. 

The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man  smiling  at  this 
discourse,  sent  his  answer  in  these  words : 
Thy  conditions  are  both  so  bad,  that  I  choose 
to  try  the  force  of  his  arms,  rather  than  sub- 
mit to  either.  Upon  this  answer  they  met 
together  valiantly,  e^ich  charging  the  other 
with  such  knightly  blows,  as  the  ladies  gave 
great  cqmme&darion  to  the  fight,  hardly 
judging  who  Was  the  likest  of  victory.  They 
breathed,  ^oid  fell  to  it  agf^n,  the  koigfat  of 
^  Swan  accounting  himself  well  mated^^  and 
e  3 
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the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man  indifferently 
matched.  At  length  he  of  the  Valley  waxed 
faints  and  would  fain  have  taken  breath;  but 
he  of  the  Savage  Man  perceiving  this^  pressed 
on  the  harder^  aiid  laid  on  so  heavy  a  load  o^ 
blowS;  that  he  brought  him  to  the  ground* 
Incontinently  all  the  ladies  who  had  been  be- 
holding the  battle  withdrew  from  the  battle- 
ments, and  a  lamentation  of  sorrowful  voices 
began  within^  which  moved  the  knight  of  the 
Savage  Man  to  resentment  of  their  grief^  and  to 
compassion  upon  his  enemy.  Then  unclasping 
the  knight  of  the  Swan's  beaver  (who  was  quite 
overcome  with  a  grievous  trance)  he  wrought 
the  means  to  get  life  in  him  again ;  whenas 
he  charged  him  to  tell  what  he  was^  as  also 
wherefore  these  ladies  lived  there,  ^nd  why 
he  undertook  to  keep  that  passage  i  Unto 
which  request  the  knight  thus  answered :  Sir 
knight,  I  am  called  Blandidon,  son  to  this 
sorrowful  princess  Paadricia,  the  lady  of 
this  House  of  Sadness.  Her  manner  of  life^ 
and  the  reason  why  she  hath  chosen  it,  is  so 
well  known  in  the  world,  that  I  need  not  ex- 
plain it:  and  because  I  cannot  find  the 
means  to  persuade  my  motfier  from  this  soi^ 
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TQwful  kiad  of  life^  but  that  she  will  still  re- 
main in  her  vowed  heaviness^  I  have  deter- 
mined to  guard  this  passage,  making  all  that 
come  here  partakers  of  her  grief;  thinking 
that  the  best  thing  in  misery  is  to  have  many 
who  partake  it. 

The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man^  hearing  the 
tale  of  Blandidon,  (who  was  esteemed  for  a 
knight  of  no  less  valour  than  good  fortune) 
advised  him  to  leave  keeping  this  pass,  and 
seek  adventures  abroad ;  the  which  he  pro* 
mised;  asking  to  know  the  name  of  his  con- 
queror, and  beseeching  him  to  be  received  as 
his  friend  and  servant.  Sir  knight, repfied  the 
other,  I  account  myself  happy  to  meet  with 
so  good  a  knight,  whose  company  I  would 
gladly  have.  To  resolve  you  what,  and  who 
I  am,  you  shall  know  that  I  am  called  the 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man.  No  farther  can  I 
disclose  my  name,  till  I  am  better  acquaint- 
ed with  myself,  then  as  yet  I  am.  And  now 
I  intend  to  hazard  myself  in  the  adventure  of 
Great  Britain,  whereas  many  noble  knights 
do  enter,  not  heard  of  afterward,  whom 
I  mean  to  bear  company,  or  else  to  end  the 
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great  danger,  Blandidon  would  gladly  havfe 
assayed  this  adventure  also,  but  the  fi^nt 
estate  of  himself  would  not  suffer  him  to  de- 
part. Wherefore,  using  such  friendly  greet- 
ing at  their  departure,  as  J>e8eemed  their 
profession  and  loyal  intent  of  courtesy,  the 
Jcnight  of  the  Savage  Man  took  his  way  on  his 
journey,  and  Blandidon  to  the  castle,  to  have 
his  wounds  refcurcd. 
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CHAPTER  22. 


Great  was  the  sorrow  that  the  knight  of 
Death  sustained  for  the  foil  which  Palmerin^ 
the  noble  knight  of  Fortune,  had  given  him ; 
whereof  to  be  revenged^  he  arrived  at  Con- 
stantinople, where  before  the  emperor's  pa- 
lace he  erected  two  fair  tents,  very  artificially 
made  in  workmanship,  all  of  black  silk  and 
gold,  whereon  was  given  to  view  in  brave 
pictures,  the  rare  beauty  of  his  lady  Altea,  as 
also  the  whole  course  of  his  mournful  life ;  a 
spectacle  of  great  delight  to  all  that  took 
occasion  to  see  it.  In  the  one  of  these  tents 
was  prepared  furniture  for  his  lodging,  and  in 
the  other  stood  four  lusty  coursers^  with 
spears  and  weapons  to  maintain  his  touma* 
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ment,  and  on  the  top,  in  an  arch  which  the 
portal  of  the  tent  formed,  was  placed  the  per- 
fect image  of  his  fair  Altea,  so  fair,  that  set- 
ting aside  Polinarda,  there  was  not  a  lady  in 
the  court  so  confident  that  it  did  not  excite 
envy  in  her.  On  the  hem  of  her  garment  were 
letters  that  expressed  her  name.  The  knight 
of  Death  having  every  thing  in  readiness,  with 
his  two  esquires  attendingon  him,  he  enter- 
ed the  emperor's  palace,  attired  in  his  accus- 
tomed armour,  having  only  his  head  and 
hands  unarmed :  then  kneeling  down  to  kiss 
his  majesty's  hand,  he  was  not  suffered  as  he 
woud,  but  was  kept  back;  which  he  abiding 
very  patiently,  began  to  stir  his  eyes  upon 
the  empress  and  her  courtly  ladies,  to  see  if 
he  could  find  the  lady  that  might  for  beauty 
compare  with  his  Altea;  and  after  a  good 
while's  pause,  in  this  order  he  began  to  ren- 
der his  speeches.  Most  puissant  emperor, 
let  not  my  boldilcss  be  admitted  to  any  ill 
intent,  or  my  rude  behaviour  to  merit  your 
gracious  disliking,  to  whom  I  not  only  row 
my  heart  -and  hand,  but  my  unfeigned  ser- 
vice to  the  hour  of  my  death.  I  am  that 
knight  whose  misfortunes  cannot  be  recount* 
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ed,  for  that  all  my  life  hitlierto  hath  beea 
nothing  but  misery:  for  fortune,  not  satisfied 
with  having  taken  the  fair  Ahca  from  my 
sights  mbbeth'a  fresh  grief  upon  the  green 
wound,  in  sending  a  knight  to  break  off 
my  silent  devotions;  who  repining  that  I 
should  extol  my  lady  above  his  saint,  entered 
the  fight,  which  returned  to  my  foil ;  he  bare 
away  the  victory,  and  I  was  vanquished. 
Thu3  have  I  been  ever  indamaged,  every  way 
distressed  (and  may  say  what  no  knight  can 
say),  I  am  the  only  man  for  mishap.  And 
because  I  will  not  be  reputed  so  ingrateful 
to  my  lady,  that  one  repulse  shall  make  me 
forsake  her  sweet  shrinCj,  I  have  vowed  in  all 
princes'  courts  to  extol  her  beauty,  to  whom 
I  can  esteem  none  equal.  And  those  knights 
who  honour  their  ladies,  and  dare  contend 
with  my  Altea  in  their  quarrel,  cither  for 
beauty  or  bounty,  I  am  ready  to  give  combat 
to.  The  order  appointed  in  this  fight,  undei: 
your  gracious  leave  requested,  is,  that  those 
knights  who  esteem  their  quarrel  so  good  as 
to  enter  the  field  for  the  beauty  of  their 
ladies,  shall  bring  with  them  her  portrait  for 
whose  *ake  they  adventure,  or  some  pledge 


,y  Google 


180 

instead  thereof,  to  remain  with  the  conqueror* 
beside,  if  my  bap  be  so  good  as  to  gain  the 
victory,  they  must  enter  my  tent,  to  render 
their  armour,  and  their  names  to  be  then  re- 
gistered ;  if  my  enemy  prevail,  he  shall  be 
master  of  all :  but  none  shall  enter  com- 
bat with  the  sword,  unless  he  shall  have 
equalled  me  in  the  joust*  Your  highness  may 
be  judge,  that  every  thing  may  be  decided 
justly.  I  now  return  to  my  tent,  to  expect 
the  coming  of  him  that  shall  first  adventure- 
Thus  taking  leave,  he  departed  to  his  tent, 
the  emperor  remaining  desirous  to  know  of 
whence  he  was  ;  which  was  declared  to  him 
by  some  of  his  court,  that  he  was  Floraman> 
«on  to  the  king  of  Sardinia. 

His  coming  caused  so  great  a  stir,  that 
presently  more  rtian  ten  knights  were  at  the 
place  appointed.  The  first  who  enterprized 
was  prince  Graciano,  of  France,  for  the  love 
of  CJaricia,  daughter  to  king  Polendos.  Be- 
fore he  began  the  joust,  he  drew  from  his  fin- 
ger a  ring  with  a  ruby^of  great  price,  which 
she  had  given  him  on  the  day  of  the  touma* 
mcnt^  in  token  that  he  was  her  knight  i  this  be 
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gave  to  the  judges.  He  rode  upon  a  bright 
ch^mit  horse,  full  6f  bkck  spots ;  his  arms 
were  azure  and  gold,  and  in  his  shield  he  bore 
a  damsel  in  a  green  field,  with  her  face  co. 
▼cred.  Before  hei  lowered  bis  lance,  direct- 
ing his  eyes  towards  tb^  windows  of  the  em- 
press, he  fixed  them  upon  his  lady  and  said> 
For  a  thing  so  clear  as  that  you  are  fairer  thaa 
Altea^  it  is  needless  to  ask  your  aid;  theil 
kying  heels  td  his  horse,  hie  ran  at  Flora- 
man,  and  though  the  encounter  was  a  full 
one'  and  a  strong,  yet  neither  went  to  the 
ground.  A  second  course  tbey  ran  with  the 
like  knightly  behUviour ;  then  the  knight  of 
Deadi  drew  towards  the  image  which  was  over 
the  tent,  saying.  Lady,  albeit  in  those  things 
for  which  I  have  besought  succour  from  yoti> 
you  have  alway  refused  it,  nevertheless,  deny 
it  not  now  in  thi^  which  is  for  yolir  own  ser- 
vice ;  with  that,  holding  the  lance  firm  undeir 
his  arm,  they  met  a  thitd  time  with  such 
force  Und  fiiiry,  that  Floranian  tottered  in  his 
saddle,  but  Graciano  went  io  the  ground ; 
whereat  he  remained  sc  discontented,  that  if 
fae  could  have  compounded  for  that  displea^ 
sure  with  alibis  Other's  kingdom^  he  Would 
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have  thought  it  cheaply  hargained.  The  em« 
peror,  though  he  felt  for  the  overthrow  of 
his  grandson^  yet  held  for  much  the  bravery 
of  the  strange  knight^  and  began  to  fear  that 
his  court  would  be  found  in  fault.  Floramaa 
then  required  Graciano  to  give  him  his  armsj 
according  to  the  condition  of  the  joust; 
Whoever  adventures  in  them,  replied  th^ 
prince,  must  some  time  or  other  feel  the 
trouble  which  they  bring  with  them.  Then 
"was  he  led  into  the  tent,  where  he  resigned 
his  armour,  and  his  name  was  written  on  the 
place  appointed.  Then  approached  Goarim^ 
brother  to  the  prince  Graciano.  He  jousted 
without  a  pledge,  for  Clariana  whom  he  serv* 
ed  would  give  him  none,  having  delivered 
her  heart  elsewhere.  In  the  first  encounter  he 
was  overthrown,  and  left  his  arms  and  his 
name  with  ^^is  brother's.  After  these,  came 
Fragonal  the  Agile,  Haminiano,  Rocandor, 
Esmeraldo  the  Fair,  and  others,  in  all  ten  in 
number,  whom  the  emperor  greatly  esteem- 
ed ;  and  all  left  their  arms,  and:  pledges,  and 
names  written  in  that  apartment  of  the  tent 
vrhich  Floraman  called  the  Sepulchre  of 
iovers. 
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The  emperor  commanded  the  tournament 
should  end  for  that  day^  that  the  victor  might 
Test.  Other  good  knights  prepared  for  the 
morrow^  each  so  confident  in  his  lady's  beau* 
ty,  that  he  thought  the  time  long.  That  even- 
ing there  was  a  ball^  at  the  wliich  the  ladies 
and  gentlewomen  m^e  such  estimation  of 
Floraman  as  his  singular  prowess  and  haugh- 
ty courage  deserved ;  which  made  him  in 
•ighs  to  think  upon  his  Altea^  whose  com- 
mendation was  ever  best  welcome  to  him ; 
yet  he  dissembled  his  grief,  giving  it  vent 
only  in  secret  sighs ;  for  sighs  and  tears  are 
the  only  indulgencies  of  sorrow. 
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CHAPTER  &$. 


The  knight  oT  Death  on  the  next  morning 
came  forth  before  his  tent^  attired  ix^  bl^ick 
armour^  whe^'eon  was  painted  ii^  divert 
places^  the  resemblance  of  a  woman^s  face 
«een  through  shrubs,  and  in  his  shield  was 
£gured  a  knight  of  sorrowful  aspect,  sur- 
rounded by  many  deaths,  who  all  fled  from 
him ;  the  whole  so  naturally  pourtrayed,  as 
jQoved  the  beholders  to  fear  of  those  ugly 
finatomiesj  and  compassipu  of  the  man.  He 
sat  upon  a  dark  flame-coloured  horse,  leaning 
fipon  his  lance,  the  hilt  of  which  rested  upoii 
the  gromnd,  and  his  eyes  upon  the  image  of 
Altea,  as  full  of  love  as  though  she  were  still 
^Ying.    Lady,  said  he,  this  is  the  day^<s 
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served  for  the  remedy  of  my  evil  fortune ;  for 
to-day  shall  womea  see  the  difference  be- 
tween themselves  and  you^  and  their  knights 
and  me^  who  am  yours. 

To  break  off  these  imaginations^  Polinardo, 
the  brother  of  prince  Vemaoj  presented  him* 
self.  He  came  to  the  gate  of  the  lists  in 
arms  of  red  and  grey^  with  silver  doves  so 
cunningly  rivetted  on^  that  the  whole  appear-- 
ed  one  pie«e.  He  bore  a  damsel  upon  his 
shield  in  a  field  or,  with  her  face  turned  so 
that  it  could  not  be  seen ;  this  he  did  for  Po- 
linarda^  Primaleon's  daughter^  whom  in  his 
heart  he  loved,  though  neither  to  her  nor  to 
other  had  he  ever  disclosed  it.  The  judges 
of  the  joust  willed  him  to  deliver  his  favour,, 
because  it  was  the  order  of  the  fight;  to 
whom  he  answered.  This  is  the  day  on  which 
I  hope  to  win  one.  The  knight  of  Death  re- 
plied. Many  a  good  knight  hath  thought  so^ 
and  yet  hath  been  deceived. 

So  without  more  words  they  encountered 

fiercely;  their  lances  broke  in  pieces;  the 

horses  met^  and  with  such  force  that  Poli-* 
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nardo*8^  having  hit  shoulder  broken^  Ml,  and 
his  master  with  him :  Floraman  sti^gered  two 
pac^s  back,  but  recovered.  Polioardo  called 
for  another  to  renew  the  joust;  but  to  this 
Floraman  would  not  consent,  saying.  That 
whoso  enterprises  such  things  as  this  should 
come  so  provided  as  to  stand  in  need  of  no- 
thing. Upon  this  there  ensued  a  hot  debate, 
till  the  emperor  ordered  Polinardo  to  retire, 
who  obeyed  in  anger,  and  would  neither  yield 
bis  arms,  nor  confess  himSelf  vanquished. 
The  knight  of  Thsth,  in  his  vnrath  diat  full 
justice  was  not  done  him,  in  denying  that 
which  was  his  right,  and  title  to  have,  smote 
down  five  other  knights  before  he  took 
food. 

By  this  time  it  drew  toward  dinner,  and  the 
emperor  with  the  ladies  withdrew,  all  extoll- 
ing the  valour  of  the  strange  knight  to  the 
stars.  When  dinner  was  ended,  they  went 
forth  again,  continuing  that  afternoon  in 
their  sport,  to  the  foil  of  many  a  good 
knight;  for  though  many  adventured^  and 
among  them  Onistaldo,  Dramiant^^  a&4 
Belisarte,  yet  floraman  so  did  hts  eadea^ 
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¥<mr  thttt  he  b©re  away  the  victory  from  aB, 
and  his  cfawnber^  the  Sepulchre  of  I^oyersj^ 
was  fall  of  spoils. 

When  they  were  ready  to  leave  off  their 
pastime^  the  sun  being  about  to  set^  there 
came  riding  up^  as  if  from  a  distance,  ^ 
knightji  whose  armour  was  beset  all  with 
green  spheres,  bearing  in  his  shield  likewise 
a  sphere  of  the  same  colour ;  he  rode  upon  a^ 
roan  horse  stained  with  blood,  which  made 
him  look  the  fairer,  and  in  passing  made 
obeisanee  to  the  emperor  and  empress ;  then 
advancing  towards  Floraman,  before  the 
judges  spake  to  him,  as  a  man  who  knew 
what  was^to  be  done,  he  drew  from  his  bosom 
a  tablet  with  a  circle  of  gold  and  prectooa 
stones  round  about  if,  wherein  was  fiveiy  pie-^ 
tured  the  fair  face  of  OnistaMa,  daughter  to 
the  duke  Drapos  of  Normandy;  and  looking 
stedfostly  upon  it  befc^re  he  deliftfcd  it  op, 
said.  Lady,  I  am  without  you,  but  not  without 
hope  of  obtaining  what  o^ers  who  have 
sought  die  same  hav^  failed  |o  WWa  because 
I  %ht  for  die  truth.  RetMOibef  duit  this 
^Mittle  is  coiioffi^  ^row  bfMl^'j  md  my 
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loss  then  is  yours ;  favour  me  therefore  hv 
tbis^  though  in  nothing  else.  Then  gave  he 
the  tablet  to  the  judges  with  much  courtesy^ 
and  lowering  his  lance^  advanced  to  meet 
Floraman^  who' angrily  beheld  the  extremity 
of  passion  in  which  he  indulged.  They  put 
spurs  to  their  horses^  and  met  with  such 
puissance  together,  that  they  were  both 
thrown  to  the  earth ;  when  drawing  dieir 
swords  they  charged  one  another  so  bravely, 
that  this  combat  bare  the  commendation 
above  all  that  had  yet  been  seen  there. 

Great  desire  had  the  emperor  to  know  the 
knight  of  the  Sphere.  They,  as  men  who 
remembered  that  their  battle  was  concern* 
i^g  the  beauty  of  their  ladies,  wrought  such 
marvels  as  love  can  display  in  those  who 
combat  for  him.  Thus  they  continued  till 
the  sua  was  well  nigh  set,  and  they  in  such 
plight  a|.nAight  be  expected  from  the  cruel 
blows  they  had  received;  then  they  sepa- 
rated for  a  while  to  take  breath.  The  knight 
of  Death  beheld  his  armour  all  slas)ied  and 
broken,  so  that  the  countenance  of  his  lady* 
wa«  delacod}  at  whi(;h  he  exclaimed,  Ab^ 
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suffering  yonr  blameless  face  to  be  dnt 
offended  i  but  now  I  ask  nothing;  more  to* 
wards  victory  tban  tint  •tnngth  which  diis 
sight  hath  given  me.  On  the  odMr  hand^ 
he  of  the  Sphere  was  saying,  O  my  lady^ ' 
Onistalda !  how  is  it  that  yon  do  not  remem- 
ber my  strength  is  only  according  to'  yonr 
remembrance  of  mef  look  at  my  preseil 
state,  and  desert  me  not  in  it ;  the  battle  is 
npon  the  difference  which  there  is  between 
you  and  other  women ;  let  not  the  Ue  of  an^ 
other  be  mighty  enough  to  overpower  this 
truth.  With  that  they  fell  to  again,  hand- 
ling each  other  so  cmeUy,  diat  both  were 
harcUy  able  to  stand  for  weakness.  By  this 
time  it  waxed  very  dark ;  and  because  they 
would  not  give  over,  and  delay  dieir  com* 
bat  till  the  next  day,  the  emperor  caused 
torches  to  be  lighted,  which  made  the  Usts 
as  light  as  day.  And  now  each  being 
ashamed  to  see  that  the  battle  had  con* 
tinued  so  long,  they  loose  their  swords^  now 
so  blunted  that  they  could  not  cnt  with 
them,  and  grappled  boc^y  to  body ;  in  which 
struggle  their  wqtmds  opened,  vUh  such  lots 
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of  blodd  tiiAt  there  was  but  enough  left  to 
$ufg[H>rt  their  limbs.  The  strange  knight  had 
received  a  deep  cut  in  his  left  leg^  in  conse- 
quence  of  whigh  be  feU^  and  Floraman  fell 
upon  km,  being  himself  so  hurt  that  he 
sciyrce  knew  the  victory  to  be  his.  Howbeit^ 
having  more  recollection  than  the  other^  he 
unlaced  his  helmet^  and  prepared  to  cut  off  his 
head.  But  the  judges  prevented  him,  accord* 
iag  him  the  victory,  and  delivering  him  the 
tablet  with  the  picture,  and  the  arms  of  the 
vanquished ;  so  he  was  carried  into  his  tent. 

When  it. was  known  that  the  vanquished 
knight  was  Beroldo  prince  of  Spain,  then 
was  the  valour  of  Floraman  the  more  ac* 
counted  of.  But  the  emperor  could  not  con- 
ceal his  sorrow,  it  was  so  great,  and  he  sent 
him  to  his  palace,  where  he  was  carefully 
tended  until  his  health  was  perfectly  restored; 
yet  he  was  marvellously  offended  with  him- 
self, that  his  lady  past  without  the  honour  l9f 
the  day. 

The  knight  of  Death  could  bear  no  armour 
.m  $reat  while  afkr,  for  that  he  had  found 
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the  puissance  of  prince  Beroldo  of  no  te§s 
force  than  worthy  commendation.  But  when 
he  had  gained  his  good  estate  of  healthy  he 
still  maintained  his  quarrel  against  many 
strange  knights,  of  whom  by  his  good  for- 
tune he  had'alvfays  the  victory,  replenishing 
his  Sepulchre  of  Lovers  to  his  own  heart's 
content.  And  the  emperor  Palmerin  gave 
him  such  honour,  in  the  time  he  en- 
dured his  adventure,  that  he  was  doubly  en- 
couraged to  maintain  the  beauty  of  his  lady 
-Altea. 
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CHAPTER    24. 


Enduring  the  tonmatneiit  of  the  knight  o^' 
Deatb^any  noble  princet  Mid  valiant  knight* 
left  off  search  of  tbe  ttrajrcd  princes,  and 
tiame  to  Constantinopk  to  defend  tbe  beautjr 
of  their  ladies ;  which  caused  the  knight  of 
Deaths  having  alway  prosperous  fortune,  id 
leave  his  black  armour,  tbe  image  of  his  he^ 
viness,  and  bear  new  arms  of  green  and 
white,  all  beset  with  pelicans  of  gold,  every 
one  holding  in  their  bills  a  heart  as  haughty 
^s  his  own  courage.  His  shield  was  also  an 
swerable  thereto,  bearing  in  tbe  midst  a  gcAd- 
en  pelican,  upon  a  ground  of  sinople.  But 
now  to  his  brave  victories  we  will  leave  the 
knight  of  Deaths  and  declare  what  happened 
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the  knight  of  Fortune^  when  he  bad  left 
Pompides. 

After  that  to  his  own  renown,  and  honour  of 
many  princes'  courts,  he  had  succoured  the 
distress  of  many*  defamed  ladies,  and  borne 
away  the  prize  from  many  famous  knights- 
Coming  forth  of  a  forest  in  Hungary,  which 
was  upon  the  confines  of  Greece,  he  met  a 
knight  mounted  on  a  mulberry  courser,  and 
attired  in  green  armour,  which  was  all  hack- 
ed and  hewed;  and  though  his  shield  also  was 
defaced  with  denu  of  many  a  fight,  he  remem- 
bered him  to  be  the  knight  that  came  witli 
die  knight,  of  tlie  Savage  Man  to  Constanti- 
nople, which  caused  him  in  gentle  manner 
to  ofl'er  him  salutations;  whereupon  the 
Green  knight  put  forth  this  demand:  Perad- 
Tenture,  sir  knight,  I  may  by  you  hear  news 
of  which  1  am  greatly  desuoua.  He  of  For- 
tune answered,  I  am  so  luckless  a  erne  that  I 
know  not  whether  I  can  give  you  good  tid- 
ings of  any  thing.  Quoth  the  Green  one, 
I  would  gladly  know  if  in  your  travel  you 
chanced  to  meet  with  a  knight  in  such  ar- 
mour as  you  see  me  wear,  carrying  for  ;his 
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device  in  his  shield  a  savage  man  leading 
two  lions^  in  a  leash^  in  a  field  of  silver.  I 
would  myself  (answered  the  knight  of  For- 
tune) gladly  know  where  he  is,  for  that  my 
travel  is  partly  to  seek  hina  ;  but  I  know  not 
whether  you  and  I  seek  hito  with  the  same 
will. 

Certes,  quoth  the  Green  knight,  I  will  know 
what  yours  is,  and  if  he  hath  done  any 
thing  that  doth  displease  you,  behold  me 
here  who  will  answer  in  his  cause.  Displea- 
sure as  yet,  replied  he  of  Fortune,  I  have  re- 
ceived from  none,  but  only  a  lady  from  which 
I  deserve  it  not.  As  for  the  knight  of  whom 
^  you  enquire,  suffice  it  to  know  that  I  should 
g)adly  meet  him,  and  go  your  way;  for 
though  I  remember  him  well,  I  remember 
other  things  better.  I  am  not  so  accustom- 
ed to  live  in  doubt,  cried  he  of  the  Greea 
arms,  that  I  should  choose  to  continue  in  this 
wiA  which  you  would  leave  me;  tell  me  why 
yon  wish  to  meet  him,  or  look  to  yourself. 
With  that  he  lowered  his  lance  and  ran  at 
him ;  he  of  Fortune  bad  no  time  to  do  more 
than  avoid  the  encounter^  and  not  waiting  to 
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take  his  lance  from  Sehiam,  he  drew  hi* 
sword.  The  other  turned  and  rode  at  him 
again ;  and  though  he  did  not  miss  his  blow 
this  time^  but  broke  his  spear  into  splinters^ 
did  not  move  him  in  his  seat ;  he  himself  ia 
passing  took  with  him  such  a  blow  from  the 
knight  of  Fortune's  sword  as  cut  away  a  third 
part  of  his  shield^  and  left  him  with  less  pride 
and  more  fear  than  he  began  with.  Howbeit, 
dtawing  his  sword,  then  began  a  brave  battle 
between  them,  till  the  horse  of  the  Green 
knight,  being  weary  with  the  toil  of  that  day 
and  with  long  travelling,  fell  with  his  mastei"; 
the  knight  lightly  voided  his  saddle  with  that 
promptness  which  in  such  cases  is  needful  f 
which  the  knight  of  Fortune  seeing,  alightecl 
also*  And  then,  as  they  could  reach  each 
other  now,  they  dealt  with  each  other  at 
pleasure,  smiting  and  slashing  without  mer« 
cy.  At  length  the  Green  knight  waxed  very 
feeble ;  and  the  knight  of  Fortune  perceiving 
it,  and  unwilling  that  the  fight  should  be  con-» 
nued  to  his  death,  would  have  drawn  off:  but 
he,  who  understood  wherefore  he  did  this,  at- 
tacked him  anew,  saying.  Finish  what  yoa 
have  begun ;  I  am  not  so  desirous  of  life  thai 
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I  would  possets  it  withont  hbnour.  I  am 
glad,  quoth  he  of  Fortune,  that  you  perceiT- 
ed  my  intent ;  but  since  it  meets  widi  so  un- 
gracious a  return,  take  your  requital.  And  he 
had  hardly  finished  these  words,  when  he 
gave  him  a  blow  upon  the  helmet  with  all  his 
force,  which  brought  him  upon  his  knees; 
then  laying  hands  on  him,  he  threw  him 
down,  and  made  semblance  as  if  he  would 
cut  off  his  head.  The  Green  one  seeing  him- 
self in  such  plight,  said.  Sir  knight,  though 
I  rejected  your  courtesy  in  regard  to  my  own 
honour,  it  is  not  well  that  you  should  slay 
me.  You  have  gained  upon  my  person  that 
which  is  of  most  price  ;  all  beyond  this  i» 
work  of  cruelty,  with  which  oftentime  vic- 
tory is  disgraced.  You  have  so  well  defend- 
ed yourself,  replied  be  of  Fortune,  that  I 
should  repent  to  do  what  I  threaten,  and  yet 
do  it  I  will  unless  you  tell  me  who  you  are, 
and  who  the  knight  of  the  Savage  is.  Trust 
me,  sir,  (answered  the  Greeu  knight)  as  con- 
cerning the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  hit 
name,  nor  of  whence  he  comethis  known  un- 
to me ;  nevertheless,  if  I  did  know  it,  and  he 
had  desired  me  to  keep  in  secret,  you  should 
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have  my  life  before  I  would  discoyer  him.  As- 
for  myself^  I  am  called  Don  Rosiram  De  la 
Bnmda^  son  to  sir  Pridos,  duke  of  Wales 
^nd  ComwalL  Thi:)  is  all  that  I  can  declare; 
which  if  it  will  not  suffice  you,  finish  what 
you  have  begun^  and  be  content. 

The  knight  of  Fortune,  satisfied. with  thit 
answer,  mounted  on  horseback,  giving  him 
this  farewel:  It  had  been  better  sir  Rosi- 
ram that  this  quarrel  had  not  proceeded  so 
far ;  for  though  the  fault  was  yours,  the  hurt 
could  not  but  fall  to  both,  as  my  armour 
marked  by  your  hands  bears  token.  And  so 
Selviam  and  he  departed,  and  took  up  their 
lodging  that  night  in  a  castle,  where  by  a 
lady  he  was  cured  of  such  wounds  as  he  had 
received. 

But  concerning  why  sir  Rosiram  departed 
from  the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  the  his- 
tory declareth,  that  it  chanced  in  this  order: 
After  they  were  come  two  days'  journey 
from  Constantinople,  it  fortuned  they  met  a 
child,  riding  a  great  pace,  and  using  a  heavy 
clamour  all  the  way  as  he  rode ;  to  whom 
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^ey  advanced  themndlves^  desirous  to  know 
the  cause  of  his  con^Iaints :  to  whom  the 
child  declared^  that  three  knights  had  tak^t 
a  damsel  from  him^  to  abuse  her  honour ; 
wherefore  he  requested  them^  as  they  tender^ 
ed  the  estate  of  ladies,  so  they  would  help  to 
defend  her  firom  injury. 

This  heavy  tale  urged  them  to  ride  with  him 
till  by  fortune  they  met  with  the  damsel,  in 
the  forest  of  the  Clear  Fountain,  who 
brought  the  shield  from  the  sage  Oaiiarte  to 
deliver  to  Palmerin,  whom  the  knight  of  the 
Savage  Man  was  desirous  to  know«  When 
Don  Rosiram  saw  how  he  had  taken  the 
shield  from  her,  and  sent  her  with  the  mes- 
sage you  have  heard  before,  be  desired  that 
he  might  accompany  the  child,  to  relieve  the 
distressed  estate  of  the  lady,  promising  to  re- 
turn to  what  i^ace  he  would  appoint.  After 
leave  obtained,  he  departed  with  him,  and 
had  such  good  fortune,  that  he  slew  two  of 
the  knights  in  combat,  and  compelled  die 
third  to  flight,  himself  being  sore  hurt; 
wher^ore  beii\g  long  delayed  by  the  cure  of 
his  wounds,  when  at  laat  be  came  to  tlie 
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place  of  meeting>  his  friend  was  far  away  ; 
so  he  went  through  the  world  seektag  him, 
till  he  met  with  the  knight  of  Fortune. 

But  because  you  shall  be  certified  why  he 
was  called  Dela  Brunda^  you  shall  hear 
what  in  the  English  Chronicles  is  affirmed 
for  this  matter.  King  Mark  had  by  his  queen 
Ysolt^  a  daughter  named  Ysolt  also,  who 
was  thought  by  some  to  be  the  daughter  of 
Tristram.  She  being  joined  in  marriage  with 
Urgel  Blasonante^  the  duke  of  Wales>  had 
a  son  by  him,  named  Blasonan  De  la  Brun- 
da>  duke  of  Wales,  and  Cbrnwan,  who 
espoused  Morlota,  daughter  to  the  king 
Charlian,  of  Ireland;  who  having  a  son 
by  her,  at  her  request  named  him  Mor- 
lot  de  la  Brunda;  and  in  this  manner 
did  the  name  continue  to  the  dukes  of 
Wales,  till  it  came  to  the  father  of  Pridos^, 
who  gave  it  to  his  grandson^  that  so  old  an4 
honourable  a  name  might  not  be  lost.  To 
return  to  Sir  Roseram,  Robrante  his  squire 
bound  up  his  wounds,  and  carried  him  to  a 
convent  of  friars  which  was  hard  by,  where 
he  wjis  carefully  attendedji  the  brethren  of 
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that  house  being  holy  men^  and  of  good 
liveSj    who  had  all  things  needful  in  such 
cases  at    hand^   remembering    that  it  be- 
came them  to  be  charitable  for  the  love  of  ^ 
Cod. 


,y  Google 


fOl. 


CHAPTER  25. 


The  knight  of  Fortune  remained  in  the  cas- 
tle of  the  lady^  who  was  called  Rianda^  till 
he  felt  himself  able  to  travel.  One  nxf^t 
as  he  was  talking  with  her  after  supper 
concerning  his  departure^  a  damsel,  her 
niece,  knocked  at  the  door,  who  lived 
with  the  empress  of  Constantinople,  and 
had  left  the  court  the  day  after  the  bat- 
tle between  Floraman  and  Beroldo,  to  vi- 
sit this  her  aunt,  who  was  very  rich,  and  had 
no  other  heir.  The  knight,  little  thinking 
that  she  who  approached  was  Lucenda,  with 
whom  he  had  been  brought  up,  thought  not 
of  concealing  himself  till  it  was  too  latef 
whereupon  be  went  up  to  her,  sayings  Lady 
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Lacenda^  what  brings  you  here  so  far  from  th« 
land  where  I  left  you  ?  She  perceiving  that  it 
was  Palmerin,  embraced  him  saying,  I  would 
not  advise  you  to  return  there  unless  you  take 
with  you  some  excuse  for  the  fault  you  com- 
mitted in  leaving  it  so  secretly.  The  empe- 
ror and  his  knights  think  more  than  I  will 
speak,  and  the  ladies  judge  worse  of  you 
than  I  can  say  ;  in  that,  the  one  imputeth  it 
to  your  small  friendship,  and  the  other  sup- 
pose you  owe  them  small  favour.  It  i?  plain 
that  you  are  no  lover,  since  now  the  ladies 
stand  in  need  of  you  you  do  not  appear,  to 
rev<sngethem  upon  prince  Floraman,  who 
hath  done  them  such  wrong.  The  knight  of 
Fortune,  upon  this,  enquired  who  prince  Flo- 
raman  was,  and  how  he  had  wronged  them  ; 
and  the  damsel  told  him  all  that  had  passed : 
a  recital  which  left  him  with  less  satisfBction 
than  what  his  late  victories  had  occasioned. 
Presently  he  called  to  mind  that  this  might 
be  he  whom  he  had  found  among  the  ruins 
and  had  already  conquered^  then  remem- 
bering that  all  this  past  in  the  sight  of  the  foit 
lV)linarda,  his  lady,  he  could  ill  dissemble  his 
anger«   It  was  now  late ;  so  bidding  them  the 
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good  nighty  he  retired  to  his  bed^  where  hf 
lay  with  less  sleep  than  usual^  Httle  a»  that 
usual  had  been^  blaming  himself  that  Flora- 
man  should  so  long  have  been  triumphant. 
On  the  other  hand^  remembering  the  com- 
mand of  his  lady  that  he  should  not  appear 
before  her,  he  knew  not  what  to  do.  To  dis- 
obey her  was  a  thought  not  to  be  entertained^ 
and  to  let  the  falshood  of  Floraman  pass  so 
victoriously,  not  to  be  endured.  In  this  trou* 
ble  of  spirit  he  past  the  night,  nor  was  he  de- 
cided when  day  appeared.  Howbeit,  he  de- 
termined at  last  rather  to  err  in  proving  him- 
self against  Floraman,  than  to  keep  away  and 
remain  doubtful  whether  he  did  right.  On 
the  morrow  therefore  he  donned  his  arms> 
and  taking  leave  of  Riandaand  Lucenda,  put 
himself  in  the  road  to  Constantinople.  Ne- 
vertheless, many  times  his  mind  misgave  him, 
and  he  turned  the  reins  back,  remembering 
the  command  of  his  lady ;  but  Selviam  at 
such  times  reasoned  with  him,  saying.  Consi- 
der with  yourself;  if  you  forsake  your  lady  in 
such  great  extremity,  how  can  you  think 
yourself  worthy  at  any  time  to  have  her  fa- 
vour? Go  forward!  it  will  be  a  greater  error 
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to  let  his  insolence  pass  tnpnmshed^  than  to 
go  wjiere  she  hath  forbidden  you^  since  your 
going  is  for  her  service;  the  moreso^  as  what 
die  said,  doubtless  she  presently  repented, 
inasmuch  as  anger  always  brings  on  repent^ 
ance.  With  such  reasons  as  these  Selviaiii 
cheered  him  on,  till  after  travelling  some 
days  without  adventure  to  delay  them,  they 
came  in  sight  of  the  great  city  of  Constant!^ 
nople,  on  a  Sunday,  at  the  hour  of  vespers. 
There  Palmerin  beholding  the  palace,  and 
the  chamber  of  his  lady  Polinarda,  he  fell 
into  a  multitude  of  amorous  complaints,  ut- 
liering  a  thousand  passionate  vanities,  such  as 
men  in  like  case  are  wont  to  find  ready  for 
utterance.  But  Selviam  left  him  not,  till  with 
his  wonted  persuasion  he  had  recalled  him  to 
remember  where  he  was.  At  this  time  Titu- 
bante  of  Greece  had  just  finished  his  combat 
with  Floraman.  He  served  in  secret  Cardina, 
daughter  of  the  giant  Floram,  thiakiag  to 
marry  her  because  she  was  rich  5  but  as  her 
beauty  was  not  equal  to  Altea's,  he  was  soon 
conquered.  Floraman  was  so  well  pleased 
with  his  victory,  that  he  stood  talking  to  the 
image  of  Altea,  and  extolling  his  own  at- 
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chieTementSj  as  if  their  guerdon  ^as  to  come 
from  her.  The  emperor  could  not  conceal 
his  displeasure ;  and  at  this  time  that  goodly 
knight  of  Fortune  came  riding  into  the  open 
•apace  before  the  palace^  armed  in  his  ^rey 
arms  with  thorns  of  gold^  upon  a  goodly  bay 
horse,  well  marked  with  patches  of  other  co- 
lours, which  Rianda  hadgiv^i  him.  He  pass- 
ing below  where  the  emperor  was,  abased  his 
head  in  courtesy.  The  emperor  and  all  the 
ladies  judged  him  to  be  the  seemliest  knight 
that  entered  there  since  the  tournament  be- 
gan ;  and  there  was  a  general  buz  of  expec^ 
tation,  all  thinking  him  to  be  that  knight 
of  Fortune  who  was  now  so  greatly  re« 
nowned. 

The  knight  of  Death,  somewhat  offended  to 
see  every  one  make  such  estimation  of  this 
^ad^t,  prepared  himself  to  lower  the  pride 
with  which  he  came  on.  He  of  Fortune,  when 
he  came  tp  the  gate  of  the  lists,  turned  round  / 
toward  the  palace  and  the  apartments  of  the 
empress,  and  seeing  the  windows  full  of  la- 
dies, and  among  them  his  fair  Polinarda,  her 
presence  made  him  (as  it  were)  clean  beside 
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himself ;  but  Selviam^  who  never  left  his  side^ 
rounded  him  in  the  ear,  spying,  Sir,  do  not 
discover  this  weakness  in  a  place  where  it  is 
so  lit;tle  wanted.  At  these  words  recovering 
from  his  maze,  he  said  inwardly^  Lady,  for  the 
remedy  of  my  sorrow,  I  would  that  you  aided 
and  remembered  me;  but  as  for  this  encoun- 
^r,  I  stand  in  need  of  nothing  better  than  the 
cause  for  which  I  undertake  it.  With  this  be 
entered  the  lists. 

The  judges  demanded  of  him  his  pledge,  as  it 
WAS  the  custom;  to  which  he  answered,  I 
have  no  other  than  what  my  heart  feels;  if  he 
conquers  me  let  him  take  that^ — ^it  is  the  best 
prize  he  can  win  of  me.  Floraman  waved 
the  custom  willingly,  because  of  the  stir 
which  his  coming  had  excited.  They  lower- 
ed their  lances,  and  at  the  sound  of  a  tnun-^ 
pet  both  began  their  career  at  once,  an^  met 
full-but.  The  knight  of  Death  broke  his  lance 
short  upon  his  antagonist's  shield,  who  re- 
mained as  firm  in  his  saddle  as  though  he  bad 
felt  nothing ;  but  the  return  was  widely  dif- 
ferent, for  having  on  his  side  the  cause  of 
Polinarda*;$  beauty,  he  sent  Floraman  over 
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tke  crupper  of  kis  homse  with  such  violeoce 
that  he  lay  gtunned  ;*«««  videot  proof  of  her  su- 
periority to  Altea.  '  So  signal  an  encounter 
dismayed  all  the  beholders^  and  put  all  the 
former  combats  clean  out  of  remembrance. 
Yet  had  it  been  known  in  whose  quarrel  the 
victory  was  won^  there  was  no  cause  for 
wonder.  He  of  Fortune  alighted^  and  taking 
off  Floraman*s  helmet^  who  lay  motionless, 
prepared  to  cut  off  his  head ;  but  this  the 
judges  would  not  permit,  awarding  him  the 
victory.  Floraman  was  taken  up  by  liis 
squires  and  carried  away,  and  the  tent  and 
the  arms  delivered  to  th^  conqueror. 

The  emperor,  not  able  to  bear  the  suspence  of 
the  suspicion  which  his  heart  felt,  came 
down ;  but  he,  fearing  to  be  discovered,  de- 
parted by  another  way  so  privily,  that  when 
the  epiperor  came  he  was  not  to  be  found ; 
which  made  him  the  less  contented  with  so 
honourable  a  victory.  And  perceiving  that  it 
would  little  please  one  who  sought  so  greatly 
to  conceal  himself  to  be  sought  after,  he  for- 
bore to  send  in  pursuit  of  him.  Hien  the 
court  triumphed,    ike  ladies   rejoiced,   al^ 
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t}i(nigh  ignorant  of  the  bdj  for  whom  die 
knight  of  Fortune  ad^entmed ;  and  so  thej 
nccompanied  the  emperor  joyfiiUy  to  his  pa- 
bee. 
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CHAPTER  26. 


After  that  the  emperor  had  seen  this  braye 
conquest^  he  dedtred  the  ladies  that  night  to 
end  the  jousts  with  all  courtly  pastime  of 
dandng;  which  request  all  gave  consent  un- 
to^ except  the  princess  Basilia^  who  still 
mourned  for  her  lord  Vernao.  When  tibe 
knights  that  had  been  vanquished  by  the 
knight  q£  Deaths  heard  of  this  geaecal  joy^ 
they^  to  make  their  ladies  amends  for  the  re* 
pulse  they  had  sustained^  came  into  ^le  great 
hall^  where  courting  their  ladies^  they  dan- 
ced and  passed  the  most  part  of  the  night 
with  honest  and  decent  talk^  in  their  de-« 
lightful  exercise.  The  princess  Polinarda, 
as  she  i^peared  like  one  who  bare  the  supe** 
xiority  of  l>eauty  from  Altea^  so  had  she 
t3 
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Goramendation  for  her  stately  behavionr  in 
the  dance^  which  graced  her  person  mar-^ 
Tellously^  and  made  the  more  lively  appear-* 
ance  of  her  beauty.  » 

On  the  morrow^  after  hearing  mass^  with  aU 
the  ceremonies  accustomed  on  days  of  festi- 
val, the  emperor  gave  commandment  that 
dinner  diould  be  laid  in  the  tent,  for  himself,, 
the  empress,  and  their  daughter-in-law  Gri- 
donia.  King  Frisol  dined  with  tbem^  an4 
led  the  empress  there;  the  emperor  lad  Ori-^ 
donia,  and  prince  Floeendos  his  sister  Poli- 
naida,  all  the  other  princes  takii^  ihdr 
places  as  (leased  ihtm^  where  they  were, 
hravdj  aod  royally  ioasled.  Whes  dinner 
was  ended,  tkey  went  to  behold  the  whde. 
tent,  wime  over  the  firpt  entrance  was  f^ured 
the  ttatoe  of  the  fair  Altea,  whose  beauty 
made  excuse  for  all  the  knights,  in  that 
they  were  conquered.  Then  went  they  ta 
see  the  SepiUchrc  of  Lovers,  where  the  la^ 
diet  bdield  the  arms  of  their  knights,  with 
their  favours,  and  the  name  of  the  own^r 
written  over  each  in  such  large  letters  that  it^ 
eonld  be  read  afar  off.    The  ladies  at  thia^ 
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of  whom  fSelt  their  jests  as  a  worse  evil  than- 
the  defeature.  Bat  Onistalda  cried  ont^ 
laughing^  Methinks  we  who  are  so  many 
should  not  let  one  knight  carry  off  all  our  fa-^ 
vours ;  let  us  win  them  by  force  as  he  did ;  I 
will  be  first.  With  that  she  laid  hands  on  her 
own  picture^  which  prince  Beroldo  had  left 
tbere^  and  put  it  in  the  sleeve  of  a  Greek  robe 
which  she  wore.  The  rest^  seeing  their  fa* 
TOurs  before  them>  followed  her  example 
with  such  good  will^  that  the  tent  looked 
like  a  field  of  battte  when  the  plunder  was 
begun.  The  emperor^  seeing  how  they  were 
sacking  it^  asked  his  grandson  Florendos  if 
he  would  venture  to  defend  it*  I  do  not  set 
so  little  store  by  my  own  lifci  replied  he^  as 
to  adventure  it  in  so  great  a  peril.  Much 
do  I  wish  to  know^  said  the  empress^  who 
the  damsel  is  for  whom  the  kni^t  of  For- 
tone  fought^  that  the  others  might  hold 
themsdves  obliged  to  her.  I^  said  the  empe- 
ror, know  nothing  which  I  would  not  give 
to  know  if  the  ocmqueror  he  whom  I  sus* 
peet  him  to  be»  There  must  come  a  time 
when  he  wiU  be  known»    It  was  now  even-* 
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order  wherein  they  left  it.  The  empress  or- 
dered the  image  of  Altea  to  be  ciurried  before 
her^  that  it  mi^t  be  {^reserved  according  to 
its  worth;  at  which  the  ladies  of  the  court 
^ere  little  contented^  aware  that  none 
among  them  equalled  it  in  beauty^  except 
only  Polinarda. 

Meantime  the  knight  of  Fortune  made 
great  haste^  doubting  lest  he  should  be 
sent  for  back,  and  so  discovered  what  he 
was:  for  if  that  the  emperor  sent,  he  must 
not  disobey  his  will ;  which  to  prevent,  he 
rode  till  he  resolved  himsdf  he  was  far 
enough  from  recalling.  But  as  he  was 
greatly  contented  with  bis  honourable  con- 
quest, so  was  he  heavily  oppressed  in  think- 
ing on  his  lady;  and  in  these  thoughts,  sad 
one  hour,  and  sadder  another,  he  travelled 
on,  letting  his  horse  carry  him  whither  he 
would. 
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CHAPTER  27. 


The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  leaving  Blan- 
didon  in  the  Sorrowful  Valley,  came  to  die 
qity  of  Lambre^  where  he  embarked  himself 
for  Great  Britain,  minding  to  visit  king  Fa* 
drique^  and  the  princess  Flerida,  and  then  to 
seek  the  caslk  of  Dramuziando,  which  waa 
now  greatly  talked  of:  for  certain  of  thej 
aqnirea  belongmg  to  knights  there  captured^ 
had  been  sent  away  by  Dramuziando^  be- 
cause there  was  no  room  for  them  in  the  cas- 
tle, and  they  had  ^read  abroad  the  fame 
thereof,  though  they  knew  not  who  die  per-* 
sons  were  who  were  held  prisoners  there. 

The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man  had  such 
a  prosperous  wind,  that  in  a  few  days  he 
came  in  sight  of  the  cape  of  the  Long  Ships, 
which  is  on  the  coast  of  England ;  but  om  a 
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iudden  arose  such  a  tempest,  as  carried  them 
hy  force  upon  the  coast  of  Ireland,  taking 
haven  at  the  mount  of  St.  Brandam,  because 
they  could  not  reach  the  port  of  Maroique. 
The  knight  had  a  great  desire  to  land,  but 
the  master  persuaded  him  to  the  contrary, 
saying.  Sir  knight,  you  had  better  wait  here 
for  fair  weather,  than  land  in  so  perilous  a 
place.  For  on  yonder  mountain  dwelleth  the 
tyrant  Calfumio,  the  bloodiest  and  most  ter«. 
rible  man  this  day  alive ;  whose  cruelty  is 
such,  that  if  any  chance  into  his  hands,  it  is 
their  present  death.  Sir,  (qtioth  the  knight^ 
of  the  Savage  Man)  if  he  be  so  cruel  as  you 
speak  of,  it  were  good  to  tetich.  him  some 
courtesy,  if  he  can  conceive  none  of  him-** 
self.  The  bloodier  he  is,  the  more  hope 
may  man  have  of  God's  help  agaimft 
bim;  and  by  God's  help  go  I  will  and 
try  my  fortune.  Then  ordering  the  boat 
to  be  hoisted  out,  he  and  Artifal  his  squire 
got  into  it,  and  went  to  land ;  he  being  armed 
in  his  green  arms,  which  he  so  greatly  prized. 
They  travelled  along  the  foot  of  the  moun-* 
tain,  thinking  it  a  goodly  land :  for  it  was 
All  fidl  of  lofty  trees,  such  as  Ireland  is  still 
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wooded  with.  Ere  long  ibcy  came  to  ateck, 
which  ran  from  tlie  top  of  the  mouataiiiy  to 
overshadowed  with  thick  tr^es,  thatia  maajr 
places  there  was  no  other  ^ign  of  the  water 
than  the  souad  of  its  descent.  Presently^  in 
an  open  glade^  hard  bj  a  fountain,  they  smt 
a  pavilion  pitched,  a  little  one,  but  a  rigbt 
fair,  and  there  was  no  person  in  it.  They 
drew  nigh,  and  saw  that  before  it  lay  many 
truncheons  of  spears  and  broken  armour* 
Walking  on  farther  in  a  little  path,  which  he 
saw  traced  with  fresh  blood,  he  followed  the 
trace  up,  and  was  led  by  the  drops  thereof 
to  the  sight  of  the  castle,  which  was  well 
built  and  stroi^,  surrounded  with  towers,  and 
placed  upon  a  rock,  towards  which  he  con- 
tinued to  ascend.  When  he  had  attained  the 
top  of  the  bill,  he  saw  the  giant  standing  above 
him  by  his  castle  gate,  being  such  a  man  as  the 
master  of  the  ship  reported.  Before  him 
stood  seven  well  appointed  men  at  arms,  with 
brigandines  on,  and  halberts  in  their  hands^'\ 
holding  four  knights  prisoners ;  and  by  th^ 
giant  were  three  damsels,  holding  their  heads 
down  and  weeping.  Tlie  gate  was  opened  and 
the  giant  thrust  them  in.   He  of  the  Savage 
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f  ut  spurs  to  hif  hocie,  hoping  to  mmt  up 
iKfin-e  they  were  ahiit  in ;  hot  comiBg  to  the 
fdMofthefodr,  ht  saw  diit  was  impMsible. 
£o  he  aliglilod,  Md  ieaving  ArtifW  wiA  die 
fcorses,  begm  to  ascend  by  a  narrow  path 
liewn  in  the  rodc^  with  so  many  turnings  and 
windings/  that  though  the  height  was  not 
▼eiy  greatj  it  was  an  hour's  good  work  to 
mount.  What  with  the  weight  of  his  arms^ 
and  the  haste  he  had  made^  he  was  so  weary 
when  he  reached  the  top,  that  he  could 
scarcely  stand ;  and  seating  himself  to  take 
bre&th,  Calfurnio,  not  chusing  to  give  him 
leisure  for  this,  sent  three  of  his  knights  to 
take  him,  and  bring  him  to  his  presence. 
They  opened  a  little  door  which  was  in  the 
gate  of  the  tower;  but  he  of  the  Savage, 
knowing  that  he  was  not  yet  iii  breath  to  de- 
fend himself>  put  himself  against  the  door, 
and  would  suffer  none  to  come  out  till  he  had 
recovered  strength.  Then  he  drew  back,  and 
they  came  to  him  commandmg  him  to  yields 
or  else  they  would  slay  him.  The  knight  of 
the  Savage  Man  made  thb  answer :  This  is  a 
less  danger  for  erne  of  my  complexion,  than 
it  would  be  to  see  myself  a  pnsoner  in  such 
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hancU.  With  these  words  he  saluted  one  of 
jhem  so  friendly  upon  the  head^  that  be  fell 
dovra  dead  at  his  feet;  as  for  the  other 
tws^n^  he  dealt  with  them  so  reasonably^  that 
lie  paid  them  their  debt  in  the  same  coin; 
the  one  he  cut  down  to  the  ground^  the  other 
fled ;  but  as  the  door  had  beea  closed  by  the 
giant's  orders  as  soon  as  they  went  out^  he) 
could  not  escape  into  the  tower* 

Presently,  Calfurnio  himself  came  down^ 
very  strongly  armed,  with  a  mighty  shield, 
«ec  round  with  hoops  of  iron,  and  a  great 
mace  of  iron,  having  the  head  thickly  beset 
with  strong  spikes,  that  no  shield  nor  ar- 
mour but  it  would  enter  into.  The  porter 
opened  the  whole  gate  for  him,  for  the  door 
was  not  large*  enough ;  so  out  he  cmie,  say« 
ing :  Sir  cavalier,  you  have  more  wilfulness 
tbap  wit ;  yield  yourself  into  my  hands,  or 
I  will  take  cruel  vengeance  for  the  death  of 
my  knights.  He  of  the  Savage,  had  never 
semx  a  giant  till  now,  and  this  was  one  of  the 
fiercest  and  most  terrible  in  the  world ;  so 
tliat  he  did  not  think  his  life  secure.  How- 
beit,  since  his  heart  was  such  that  no  sense 
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of  danger,  however  great,  could  make  him 
shrhik  from  doing  his  devoir,  he  made  an- 
swer :  It  would  be  better  if  you  would  lay 
aside  this  haughtiness,  and  employ  your 
strength  in  good  works,  in  gratitude  to  God, 
'  seeing  he  hath  made  you  more  mighty  than 
other  men.  Calfurnio  was  in  such  rage  at 
these  words,  that  he  smoked  through  the 
aventail  of  his  helmet,  and  began  with  a 
raging  voice  to  blaspheme,  saying :  I  would 
there  were  before  me  ten  of  the  strongest 
knights  upon  the  -earth,  that  I  might  avenge 
these  words  on  them,  because  thy  death  can- 
not satisfy  my  fury.  Good  sir,  (quoth  the 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man,)  since  you  are 
confident,  let  us  do  our  battle  within  your 
fortress,  and  I  mayhap  to  shew  you  that  nine 
of  the  ten  may  be  spared.  Thou  shaltnot  say, 
replied  Calfurnio,  that  I  refuse  to  do  any  thing 
for  fear.  So  ordering  all  his  people  to  come 
out  from  the  tower,  both  men  at  arms,  and 
serving  men,  in  they  went.  He  fastened  the 
gate  on  ^e  inside  with  its  huge  bolts,  and 
went  on  till  they  came  to  a  paved  court,  ia 
the  mid^t  of  which  was  a  fountain,  support* 
^4  upon  jaspar  pillars^    the  water  issuing 
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forth  from  the  mouths  of  infants,  that  were 
artificially  made  in  chrystal,  all  about  it 
Round  the  court  were  goodly  lodgings  and 
chambers,  royally  edified;  a  place  worthy  to 
be  seen,  and  to  haye  been  inhabited  by 
other  dwellers.  This  goodly  castle  was  built 
by  the  kings  of  Ireland,  wherein  they  would 
often  recreate  themselves  when  they  rode  on 
hunting ;  but  the  father  of  this  tyrant,  named 
Tromazor,  took  it  by  force,  and  added  to  it 
these  towers,  by  which  he  defended  it, 

Calfnmio  being  now  alone  with  the  knight 
of  the  Savage  Man,  said  to  him.  Now  do  thy 
best ;  for  though  thou  mayest  repent  thee, 
thou  canst  not  escape  now.  So  saying,  he 
let  fly  at  him  with  his  mace.  The  knight  re- 
ceived the  blow  upon  his  shield ;  but  it  came 
with  such  force,  that  the  spikes  of  the  mace 
broke  the  shield  into  as  many  pieces,  and  the 
arm  on  which  he  bore  it  was  so  deadened 
with  the  mighty  blow,  that  he  could  not 
move  it.  He  of  the  Savage  then  held  bis 
own  death  for  certain ;  yet  bestirring  him- 
self the  more  for  the  danger  in  which  he 
»tood^  and  having  nothing  wherevvith  tQ  dc"* 
u  2 
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fend  himself,  he  shifted  before  the  giant*« 
Wows  so  nimbly,  that  they  all  fell  in  vain  ; 
and,  indeed,  any  one  which  had  taken  ef- 
fect, woyild  have  done  the  giant's  will*  And 
at  times  he  struck  at  htm  with  his  sword,  so 
that  he  wounded  him  in  many  places,  and 
made  him  lose  much  blood.  At  length,  Cal- 
fiirnio,  feeling  himself  grow  weaker,  threw 
down  his  shield,  and  took  his  mace  in  both 
hands,  intending  the  present  death  of  the 
knight,  and  saying.  Here  is  the  last  punish* 
ment  for  thy  boldness.  The  blow  came  so 
near  him,  that  the  knight  had  no  other  re- 
medy than  to  interpose  his  sword ;  which, 
unable  to  withstand  so  hea^  a  weight,  and 
of  such  force,  broke  in  twain.  Howbeit,  it 
cut  the  half  of  the  mace,  into  which  the  iron 
was  fixed,  clean  through.  The  end  of  the 
mace  still  held  on,  and  fell  upon  his  head 
with  a  force  that  dinted  the  helmet  in  many 
places,  and  had  well  nigh  brought  him  to  the 
ground.  But  the  present  necessity  making 
him  recollect  himself,  he  caught  up  Calfur- 
nio's  shield,  and  sought  to  cover  himself  with 
that.  It  was  so  heavy  that  he  could  not 
wield  it  but  with  both  ha^ds.    By  this  the 
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giant  had  drawn  a  huge  and  sharp  cutlass^ 
which  he  wore  at  his  side^  and  making  at  him^ 
smote  it  into  the  edge  of  the  shield,  into  whic  h 
it  bit  so  deeply,  that  when  he  "would  have 
drawn  it  back,  the  shield  came  too ;  and 
while  it  was  thus  fastened,  he  of  the  Sa- 
vage, drove  at  him  with  the  broken  piece  of 
his  sword,  and  gave  him  many  wounds. 
The  giant  at  last  set  his  feet  upon  the  shield^ 
and  pulling  at  the  cutlass  with  all  his  force> 
plucked  it  out;  but  while  he  was  doing  it, 
the  knight  gave  him  such  a  cut  in  the  left* 
leg,  where  the  armour  was  weakest,  as  made 
him  limp  all  the  rest  of  the  battle.  Never- 
theless, though  the  giant  was  thus  cruelly 
handled,  he  gave  his  enemy  another  blow, 
which  came  upon  the  right  shoulder,  and 
cutting  through  the  armour,  entered  into  the 
flesh  so  deeply,  that  the  knight  surely 
thought  the  whole  quarter  was  sliced  through. 
But  Calfurnio  could  no  longer  stand  for  loss 
of  blood.  He  fell,  and  as  he  was  falling,  with 
the  last  fury  of  death,  threw  the  cutlass  at 
him.  It  struck  him  lengthways  on  the  body, 
and  brought  him  down;  he,  however,  pre- 
sently recovering,  went  to  the  giant,  mean- 
V  3 
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ing  to  cut  offhis  head  ;  but  when  he  eame  (o 
him,  he  found  that  he  had  aheady  rendered 
up  his  soul  to  all  the  devils.  Then  he  sate 
himself  down  upon  a  stone,  being  in  such 
plight  that  he  could  not  move.  He  thought 
that  the  wounds  which  he  had  received  were 
certes  his  last ;  but  consoled  himself  with 
remembering  from  what  misery  he  had  saved 
the  damsels,  though  at  the  cost  of  his  life. 
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CHAPTER  28. 


It  was  not  long  before  the  damsels  came  into 
the  courts  for  the  giant  had  not  had  time  be- 
fore the  battle  to  put  them  in  his  dungeons. 
Seeing  their  enemy  to  be  slain^  and  the  noble 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man  to  lie  in  such 
danger  of  his  life,  they  came  speedily  unto 
him,  and  taking  off  his  armour,  were  care- 
fill  to  stanch  the  bleeding  of  his  wound*. 
Orianda,  the  eldest  of  the  sisters,  who  had 
greater  experience  in  medicine  than  the 
other  twain,  attended  to  him  with  such  care 
as  he  deserved  at  her  hands ;  supplying  her- 
self with  things  needful  from  a  dispensary 
which  the  giant  had  at  hand.  At  length  Ar- 
tifal  his  esquire  came  up,  and  seeing  the^ 
great  danger  he  was  in,  while  the  ladies  car- 
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ried  his  lord  into  a  fair  chamber^  he  barred 
fast  the  gatesj  so  that  none  might  enter  in, 
Howbeit  this  fear  was  needless,  for  they  who 
had  served  the  giant  had  done  it  less  for  lik- 
ing than  for  fear.  There  was  the  knight  of 
the  Savage  Man  kept,  until  such  time  as  he 
had  attained  to  more  strength ;  who,  when  he 
had  gotten  a  little  health,  would  fain  have 
gone,  but  the  ladies  restrained  him  to  the 
contrary^  declaring  to  him  the  danger  that 
might  ha{>pen  unto  him,  if  so  soon  he  would 
load  his  body  with  his  armour,  that  was 
brought  very  low,  and  rather  required  more 
strength*  Their  great  courtesy  liked  him  so 
well,  that  he  was  loth  to  do  any  thing  they 
should  mislike  of:  wherefore  sitting  talking 
with  them,  he  desired  ihem  that  without  of- 
fence he  might  demand  their  names  and 
country,  and  by  what  mishap  they  chanced 
into  the  giant's  government  ?  Artinalda,  the 
second  sister,  whose  beauty  was  equal  with 
her  maidenly  behaviour,  resolved  him  of  their 
names,  and  said,  we  are  all  three  sisters,  and 
daughters  to  the  marquis  Beltamor,  vassal  to 
king  Fadrique  of  England;  who,  upon  the  en- 
vious report  of  slai^derous  tongues,  banished 
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him  fron\  his  dominions.  Our  father  being 
endued  with  great  riches^  came  to  inhabit  this 
place;  where^  upon  three  mountains^  he 
caused  to  be  built  three  fair  castles^  deter- 
mining one  to  each  of  us  after  his  decease ; 
which  place  is  called  the  Mountains  of  the 
Three  Sisters.  After  our  father  s  deaths  we 
resorted  each  of  us  to  our  appointed  castle^ 
keeping  them  a  good  space  from  this  giant> 
whom  jou  have  slain^  that  daily  laboured  to 
defeat  us  of  them.  But  when  we  were  In 
good  hope  he  had  changed  his  min^^  be« 
cause  he  had  well  left  his  continual  watching^ 
then  were  we  soonest  of  all  deceived:  for  one 
day,  not  having  of  long  time  seen  each  other, 
we  met  by  appointment  all  together,  not  far 
from  our  castles,  where  a  little  pavilion  was 
erected  to  make  merry  for  the  time,  having 
in  our  company  six  knights.  This  giant, 
who  by  his  spies  was  admonished  of  our  be* 
ing  there,  came  suddenly  upon  us,  slew  some 
of  our  knights,  and  took  the  others;  and  he 
brought  us  with  him  into  this  place.  To  which 
place,  if  good  fortune  had  not  conducted 
you,  we  had  been  deprived  not  only  of  our 
small  wealth,  but  that  which  is  most  of  all 
the  chief  ornament,  of  our  honour. 
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The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man^  who  had 
been  well  acquainted  with  their  father's  name^ 
promised  them  to  use  such  means  on  their 
behalf  to  king  Fadrique,  that  they  should 
again  possess  their  inheritance.  When  he 
had  abode  there  till  he  was  well  able  to  bear 
armour,  he  desired  Orianda  to  accept  that 
castle^  in  recompence  for  the  pains  she  had 
bestowed  on  him  in  his  weakness;  promising 
both  to  her  and  her  sisters  hit  sword^  when 
any  need  should  require.  The  ladies  used 
large  thanks  unto  him  for  his  great  courtesy^ 
desiring  him  to  make  known  his  name  unto 
themj  that  they  might  commend  him  to 
their  memory,  who  had  been  so  good  a 
friend  unto  them. 

To  which  request  he  thus  answered :  Ladies, 
my  name  is  as  yet  so  Uttle  known,  that  I  am 
unwilling  to  shew  it :  desiring  you  to  accept 
of  this  answer  as  now,  and  think  not  that  my 
deeds  shall  reprove  my  word;  but  that  at 
any  time  I  will  employ  myself  in  your  ser- 
vice. But  first  I  must  hazard  myself  in  an 
adventure  wherein  many  noble  and  famous 
knights  have  disappeared ;  which,  if  I  may 
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finish^  or  in  trial  safely  escape^  I  promise 
you  that  my  first  business  shall  be  to  serve 
you.  Sir^  quoth  Artinalda^  if  prayers  may 
prevail,  doubt  not  but  we  will  be  earnest 
therein  for  your  prosperous  success  in  Great 
Britain :  for  doubtless  there  is  the  adventure 
whereof  you  speak,  which  in  truth  hath  hi- 
therto proved  so  desperate  that  small  hope  isj 
left  of  seeing  it  atcbieved.  Meantime  esteem 
your  poor  handmaids,  not  stretching  beyond 
the  bounds  of  modesty,  yours  so  far  as  cour- 
tesy may  and  shall  command.  After  many 
gentle  salutations,  the  knight  of  the  Savage 
Man  departed^  accompanied  with  Artifal  his 
esquire,  leaving  the  ladies  with  more  security 
than  he  found  them,  in  their  castles ;  and  at 
this  day  the  heights  whereon  they  were  edi- 
fied are  called  the  Mountains  of  the  Three 
Sisters ;  eternal  commendation.  So  he  took 
his  way  with  all  speed  toward  the  reahn  of 
"England. 
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CHAPTER  29. 


It  hath  been  already  declared  unto  you  the 
great  displeasure  which  the  emperor  took  for 
the  departure  of  the  knight  who  conquered 
Floraman,  suspecting  still  that  it  was  Pal- 
merin :  seeing  however  that  for  that  there 
was  no  remedy  but  patience,  he  went,  accom^ 
panied  with  his  princes  and  lords,  to  visit 
prince  Floraman,  and  console  him  in  his  sor- 
row. 

The  knight  of  Death  being  advertised  how 
the  emperor  was  coming,  came  to  the  gate, 
attired  in  a  long  fleecy  robe  of  black,  agree- 
able to  his  sad  and  joyless  kind  of  life,  where 
he  received  the  emperor  according  to  his 
obedient  duty.  Then  assayed  Ae  emperor  to 
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give  him  duch  pleasant  spieeches  as  might 
constrain  him  to  think  of  cheerful  things ; 
but  he  giving  small  attendance  thereto,  re- 
plied little  to  the  purpose,  and  with  less 
courtesy  than  the  emperor  deserved.  Ne- 
vertheless, the  emperor,  calling  to  mind  his 
worth  in  arms,  and  his  other  excellent  quali- 
ties, could  not  conceal  the  grief  he  felt  at 
seeing  so  good  a  knight  lost  in  so  hopeless  a 
sorrow;  and  striving  yet  to  bring  him  to  more 
reason,  he  reminded  him  of  others  who  had 
suffered  a  like  loss,  and  remonstrated  upon 
the  folly  of  grieving  so  out  of  measure  for 
what  no  grief  could  remedy.  I  would,  said 
he,  sir  Floraman,  not  only  commend  your 
constancy,  but  likewise  attribute  high  honour 
to  it,  if  tears  could  call  the  dead  to  life.  Do 
but  remember,  impatience  brings  sorrow,  sor- 
row sickness,  sickness  consumption,  consump- 
tion the  miserable  anatomy  of  himself,  which 
is  a  terror  to  his  kindred,  an  eye-sore  to  his 
friends,  and  the  continual  heart-breaTiing  of 
all  that  love  him :  on  the  other  side,  if  a  man 
apply  himself  to  any  exercise,  as  either  travel 
for  the  honour  of  himself  and  fame  of  his 
country,  or  spending  his  time  iA  martial  ex- 
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ploiti^^  or  according  as  his  estate  is;  the  poor 
to  take  pains^  the  rich  pain  with  pleasure, 
the  artificer  and  such  to  their  handy  crafts^ 
the  nohle  mind  and  courtly  gentleman,  ei- 
ther to  the  exploits  of  the  field,  or  such  ex- 
ercise as  may  avoid  idleness ; — then  is  the 
eye  directed,  the  sense  quickened,  the  mind 
preserved,  the  heart  quieted,  the  conscience 
Unpolluted,  aflTection  governed,  love  bridled, 
and  lust  banished;  the  good  name  perfected, 
virtue  established,  honour  well  exercised,  and 
fame  eternized.  Think  thus  with  thyself: 
While  Altea  lived  I  loved  her,  being  dead  { 
remember  her,  and  in  her  love  I  live  for  her, 
a.<the  honour  I  will  entcrprize  shall  witness, 
and  the  adventures  I  will  hazard  shall  mani* 
fest.  So  drown  this  dulled  desire,  in  remem- 
brance of  your  knighthood,  which  you  enjoy 
for  manhood,  not  for  mourning;  to  display 
your  worthy  deeds,  and  not  to  play  inamo* 
rous  ditties ;  but  one  month's  using  this  medi- 
cine, trust  me,  will  extinguish  this  malady*. 


*  Old  Antony  is  here  so  mitch  more  eloquent  than  usual» 
that  I  have  let  him  speak  both '  for  the  emperor  and  I  lora^ 
man. 
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When  Floraman  perceived  the  earnest  words 
of  the  emperor  to  be  both  for  the  honour  of 
bi&iiame>  and  nobleness  of  his  life^  he  replied 
thus:  Most  gracious  emperor^  I  see  that 
goat*s  blood  will  mollify  the  adamant^  and 
the  little  drops  of  rain  pierce  into  hard  mar- 
ble ;  so  wisdom  reproving  wilfulness,  shew- 
eth  him  his  folly,  and  persuasion  piercing 
into  the  obstinate,  doth  more  by  friendship 
than  others  can  do  with  force.  I  confess,  the 
affection  to  Altea  hath  both  overcharged  my 
mind,  and  clean  dulled  my  wit,  so  that  I 
neither  seem  as  I  should  be,  nor  do  that  I 
ought,  but  sit  musing  on  her  love  who  hath 
no  iTfe^  and  endamage  mine  own  life  by  such 
over-fond  love.  And  since  your  majesty  hath 
quickened  mine  idle  nature,  and  revived  the 
duty  which  I  owe  unto  knighthood,  I  will 
remember  myself  in  forgetting  her;  and 
though  I  cannot  exclude  her  love  on  a  sud- 
den, yet  toleration  and  persuasion  in  time 
may  do  something.  And  because  the  ho- 
nour of  the  field  can  assuage  this  fondness, 
and  my  duty  commandeth  me  to  employ  my 
service,  I  will  do  even  as  you  counsel  me> 
though  to  command  myself  is  at  pres(?nt  dif- 
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ficult>  and  I  know  not  how  itmay  beberea^ 
ten  But  since  you  have  shown  so  much  bounty 
•to  me  in  this  advice^  deign  to  complete  it  by 
ranking  me  among  your  servants;  an  honour 
which  will  in  some  degree  make  amends  ht 
the  shame  which  I  have  received  here  in 
your  court.  I,  replied  the  emperor,  am  he 
who  gains  in  this,  which  indeed  I  should 
long  since  have  solicited,  could  I  have  ven- 
tured so  to  do;  and  now  that  you  of  ycwir 
own  will  offer  to  me  what  I  have  so  gready 
desired,  judge  whether  I  can  refuse  it.  Tlie& 
Floraman  would  have  kneeled  to  kiss  the 
emperor's  hand ;  but  he  graciously  sustained 
him  in  his  arms,  with  great  thanks  on  either 
side  liberally  bestowed. 

This  ddne,  the  emperor  went  to  the  empress, 
who  had  sent  to  call  him,  and  was  waiting 
for  him  with  news  to  his  heart's  desire.  She 
came  forward  to  meet  him,  with  Lucenda  in 
her  hand,  saying.  Pay  me  for  my  tidings, 
my  lord,  and  I  will  tell  you  who  overthrew 
Floraman.  The  emperor,  who  greatly  desir- 
ed to  know  this,  could  scarcely  contain  him- 
self for  the  agitation  these  words  occasioned; 
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mnd  seating  himself  upon  the  estrado  with 
the  empress^  he  bade  the  damsel  relate  what 
she  bad  to  say  in  a  loud  voice>  that  all 
might  hear  her ;  that  if  the  news  was  such 
as  to  deserve  rejoicing,  all  might  have  their 
part  of  the  joy.  Then  Lucendk  stood  up  and 
said.  The  knight  of  Fortune,  who  came  to 
your  court  in  arms  of  grey  covered  with 
thorns  of  gold,  and  who  so  soon  overthrew 
the  famous  and  puissant  prince  Floraman, 
is  the  fair  child  Palmerin,  whom  Polen- 
doft  brought  to  your  court,  and  whom  you 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  here,  and  of 
mhom  at  that  time  the  sage  lady  of  ^the 
Lake  of  the  Three  Fates,  sent  to  announce 
such  great  things.  Then  she  related  how 
she  bad  found  him  in  the  house  of  her 
aunt  Rianda,  from  whence  he  set  out  to 
Constantinople  upon  hearing  her  tidings; 
and  that  the  yesterday  she  met  him  on  her 
way  back>  when  he  had  charged  her  to  beg 
pardon  in  his  nanje,  that  he  had  not  dis- 
closed himself,  saying,  that  his  determina- 
tion was  not  to  appear  before  the  emperor  ^ 
till  he  had  tried  the  adventure  of  Great  Bri-f 
tain,  whereof  so  much  was  now  said ;  for 
x3 
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there  he  believed,  and  no  where  else,  were  aB 
those  knights  to  be  found  who  were  missing. 
He  bade  her  also  request  the  emperor  to  give 
the  tent  to  Floraman,  and  all  its  garniture  to 
that  person  of  his  household  whom  he  deem- 
ed worthiest  of  it  for  her  beauty,  since  he 
had  waged  the  battle  in  the  name  of  all ; 
though  by  what  he  had  seen  of  Altea,  he 
knew  that  no  one  could  surpass  her,  except 
only  the  lady  Polinarda. 

The  emperor,  not  able  to  conceal  the  pleasure 
which  he  felt,  replied,  Certes,  Lucenda,  I  will 
show  you  how  greatly  I  thank  you  for  thi^ 
joy  which  you  have  given  me.  My  mind  did 
persuade  me  that  it  should  be  he ;  let  him  go 
where  he  will,  and  as  secretly  as  he  will, 
good  fortune  will  follow  him.  As  for  his 
tent,  it  shall  be  bestowed  according  to  his 
desire :  he  who  knew  bow  to  gain  ife-to 
well,  cannot  choose /ill  in  disposing  of  it. 
It  was  now  late,  andche  retired  to  his 
apartment,  the  empress  also  retiring  to  herSj^ 
and  all  the  knights  going  each  to  his  loBg- 
ing,  desirous  to  depart  without  delay  in 
quest  of  adventures,  because  of  the  venvy 
which  the  feats  of  Palmerin  occasioned. 
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CHAPTER  30- 


Not  long  after  Lucenda  had  declared  these 
tidings,  when  the  emperor  sate  with  his 
knights  rejoicing  in  the  towardly  behaviour 
of  young  Palmerin,  there  entered  a  knight 
in  his  presence,  a  young  man,  armed  at  all  - 
points  except  his  face;  his  arms  were  of 
dark  green  full  of  hinges  of  gold  and  azure; 
his  shield,  which  his  squire  carried,  bore  a 
green  tree  in  a  green  field,  as  if  seAi  in 
the  distance ;  and  he  himself  was  so  come- 
ly and  well  limbed  a  man,  that  his  ap- 
pearance gave  fair  hope  of  great  deeds. 
He,  after  his  obeistace  made,  began  with 
a  loud  voice^  as  thus :  I,  sir,  am  a  strange 
knight,  whose  name  is  not  known  here, 
because  it  is  so  short  a  ^time  since  I  hav^ 
carried   arms.     Travelling    towards    Great 
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Britain^  with  desigq  of  trying  myself  in  that 
«ulventure  wherein  so  many  have  disappear- 
ed^ I  heard  that  a  joust  was  proclaimed  in 
your  court  for  the  beauty  of  a  lady  named 
Altea;  in  which  to  adventure  myself  I  have 
travelled  hither,  to  maintain  that  my  lady  and 
mistress  deservetb  the  perfect  praise  above 
all  for  beauty;  but  since  I  arrived  here  it 
hath  been  told  me,  that  a  knight  is  departed 
from  your  court,  bearing  the  renown  of  this 
triumph  away;  which  news  doth  not  a  little 
displease  me^  in  that  it  was  my  desire  to  con- 
tend with  him,  or  any,  on  my  lady's  b^hali. 
Wherefore,  if  I  may  desire  so  mvjch  courtesy 
as  to  know  where  he  is,  or  whither  he  de- 
parted, I  shall  think  myself  continually 
bound  to  you  in  duty,  and  will  search  ths* 
Jcnight,  though  it  be  to  the  loss  of  my  life. 
Your  pursuit  (quoth  the  emperor)  is  so  bold, 
that  I  should  not  advise  you  to  continue  it, 
I  know  not  where  the  knight  is,  of  whom 
you  speak ;  but  this  I  know,  that  whereso- 
ever he  is,  his  works  will  discover  him. 

The  good  opinion  you  hold  of  him  (answered 
the  knight)  maketh  me  the  more  affection- 
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ate  to  seek  him;  and  the  more  famous  his 
deeds  are^  the  greater  estimatioc  shall  I  con- 
ceive to  deal  with  such  a  one.  For  if  he  con- 
quer me,  it  will  be  told  abroad  that  I  proved 
myself  against  him;  but  should  Fortune 
stand  my  friend,  and  I  conquer  him,  then 
the  reputation  I  shall  gain  will  constrain  yon 
to  think  as  well  of  me,,  as  now  you  repose  li 
good  affiimee  in  him.  Tremoran  the  son  to 
the  duke  Lecefin,  and  grandson  to  the  em- 
peror Trineo,  hearing  the  proud  words  of 
the  knight,  advanced  himself  towards  him 
with  this  greeting :  Fortune  hath  been  your 
friend  to  send  you  hither  when  he  is  gone, 
who  would  else  so  settle  your  armour  on 
your  shoulders,  that  you  would  curse  your 
lady,  to  abide  his  canvazado*.  Neverthe- 
less, albeit  he  is  not  here,  he  hath  such 
friends  here  as  would  be  sorry  you  should 
depart  without  some  recompence  for  your 


*  Less  courtly  language  than  that  of  the  original,  but  I 
have  let  it  stand  for  its  singularity.  The  language  of  Mo- 
raes  is  always  courtly,  and  strictly  deserves  the  praise  which 
Cenrantcs  bestowed  upon  it. 
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travel:  and  if  you  are  wiDing  to  do  battle 
with  me  in  his  name^  I  shall  joyfully  under^ 
take  it^  that  the  knight  of  Fortune  may 
know  I  have  served  him  in  something.  The 
other  answered,  I  think  sir,  the  good  wiB 
you  bear  to  him  maketh  you  hardy  in  that 
which  appertaineth  not  unto  you;  yet  be* 
cause  you  welcome  knights  in  such  a  bra- 
very, that  this  may  not  seem  an  excuse,  if  it 
please  the  emperor  to  secure  the  Usts  to  us, 
arm  yourself  presently,  because  I  would  be 
loth  a  cold  calm  should  come  over  this  hot 
matter.  The  emperor,  though  loth  that 
Tremoran,  without  cause,  should  thus  seek  tQ 
do  battle  with  one  who  came  to  his  court 
^ith  no  ill  will,  accepted  their  gloves  as 
gages,  because  he  could  do  no  otherwise. 
Upon  this  Tremoran  went  to  arm  himself, 
and  the  strange  knight  entered  the  lists, 
which  were  always  ready  for  such  occasions* 
He  had  not  waited  long  when  Tremoran 
came  into  the  field,  gallantly  mounted, 
wearing  black  armour,  as  the  sign  of  his  hea- 
viness for  the  departure  of  prince  Primaleon, 
l^e^^ring  in  his  shield  a  leopard  in  a  field 
»abl0;    he  rode  a  bustard-'Colpured  hQr3^ 
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which  w!ls  a  fair  steed  and  a  large^  and  bif 
Kemblance  was  such  as  promised  what  he 
Could  do  :  for  as  you  have  heard  heretofore, 
he  was  one  of  the  new  knights  who  on  the 
day  of  the  tourney  had  done  best  in  arms* 
As  soon  as  they  were  both  in  the  field,  at  the 
sound  of  the  trumpets  they  couched  their 
spears,  set  spurs  to  their  horses,  and  made  a 
very  brave  encounter,  that  the  truncheons 
of  their  spears  flew  up  into  the  air,  horses 
€ind  men  came  to  the  ground  together,  and 
they  were  fain  to  end  their  combat  with 
their  swords.  In  fine,  what  with  exp^nce 
of  blood,  grief  of  their  wounds,  and  great 
weariness  in  fight,  catching  each  other  in 
(heir  arms  they  fell  both  to  the  ground ;  Tre- 
moran  with  somewhat  more  recollection  than 
his  antagonist,  yet  not  so  much  that  (be 
victory  could  be  clearly  adjudged  to  him^ 

The  emperor,  seeing  they  were  so  sore  hurt, 
ordered  them  to  be  taken  out  of  the  field ; 
and  the  squire  of  th^  strange  knight  carried 
his  master  to  the  lodging  appointed  for 
Strangers,  where  all  things  necessary  were 
^ovtded  in  abundance ;  where  he  used  such 
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diligence  in  his  attendance^  that  he  recover, 
ed  to  a  little  stronger  estate.  Then  sent  the 
fsmperor  to  require  of  whence  and  what 
the  knight  was ;  word  being  returned  that 
he  was  son  to  the  king  of  Bohemia^  and 
named  Roramonte ;  upon  which  tidings  he 
presently  sent  for  him  into  his  palace^  where 
he  was  honourably  used  till  such  time  he 
had  gained  his  health ;  and  then  he  departed 
from  thence  toward  Great  Britain,  less  con- 
fident of  accomplishing  that  adventure  than 
he  had  been  when  he  arrived  at  Constanti- 
nople. Nevertheless  he  went,  that  it  might 
!  not  be  said  ho  was  one  of  those  who  kept 
back.  This  Roramonte  being  only  of  twen* 
ty  years  of  age,  was  of  so  haughty  courage 
diat  he  thought  it  little  to  adventure  in  any 
enterprize,  how  hard  soever;  and  it  was  for 
the  love  of  Lusiana,  daughter  to  the  king  of 
Denmark,  that  he  had  thought  to  win  the 
image  of  Altea. 

After  the  battle,  all  the  young  knights  of  the 

court  departed,  some  one  way,  some  ano- 

t  ther,  all  with  purpose  of  repairing  to  (Jreat 

Britain.    Among  others  went  Tlorendos  an4 
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his  brother  Platir,  sons  of  Primaleon;  at 
whose  departure  Gridonia's  sorrow  was  re- 
newed, she  fearing  that  the  ill  fortune  of  the 
father  might  follow  the  sons  also,  and  that 
their  meeting  would  be  late  or  never.  The 
city  of  Constantinople  was  deserted,  as  it. 
were,  and  the  emperor  so  left  alone  that  he/ 
had  none  but  women  for  its  defence.  How- 
beit,  though  he  felt  sorely  this  second  deser- 
tion of  his  court,  he  concealed  his  sorrow, 
that  he  might  not  communicate  it  to  others. 
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CHATTER  31. 


Long  travelled  the  knight  of  Fortune,  (hav- 
ing left  the  damsel  Lucenda,)  till  at  last  he 
came  to  the  Cape  of  Tangis,  which  is  a  sea 
port :  here  he  waited  some  days  expecting 
a  fair  wind,  and  at  length,  when  the  weather 
served,  embarked  on  board  a  ship  freighted 
by  the  countess  of  Sorlinga,  who  was  re- 
turning to  England  from  a  ^isit  to  her 
daughter,  who  had  lately  been  left  a  widow. 
Their  voyage  was  quick  and  prosperous,  and 
they  lauded  in  the  port^of  St.  Micheo,  two 
leagues  from  Sorlinga,  where  the  countess 
dwelt.  And  because  the  knight  of  Fortune 
had  received  great  honours  from  her  on  the 
way,  he  accompanied  her  to  her  dwelling, 
and  remaiaed  there  that  night.    The  ne:sct 
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morning  he  rode  forward,  rejoicing  that  he 
was  arrived  in  that  country  where  he  had  de- 
termined to  put  his  fortune  in  trial.      So  tra- 
velling on  toward  London,  accompanied  by 
remembrances  of  his  lady    Polinarda,   one 
day  the  heat  being  very  great,  crossing   a 
mountain  in  the  desert  wherein  he  was  born, 
he  came  to  a  glade  in  the  forest,  and  alighted 
to  refresh  himself  by  drinking  from  the  wa- 
ter of  the  very  fountain  in  which  he  had 
"been  baptized  the  day  of  his  birth,  little  now 
Tecollecting  what  had  there  befallen  him. 
Selviam  unbridled  the  horses  and  let  them 
feed,  and   then  gave  his  master  provisions, 
with  the  which   he  always  went  provided. 
While  they  were  talking  of  the  land,  how 
goodly  a  one  it  seemed,  a  hart  burst  through 
the  thicket,  breaking  down  boughs  and  bush- 
es before  him,  and  close  after  him  a  huge 
lion.     The   knight  hearing  the  bruit  they 
made,  started  up  before  he  saw  them  ;  and 
the  hart,  whom  fear  taught  to  seek  for  pro- 
tection, took  for  remedy  a  thing  contrary  to 
nature,  and  from  which  at  another  time  he 
would  have  fled;    which   was   to  go  up  to 
him,  as  if  having  certain  hope  of  life  from  hjs 
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help.     Certes,  cried  be  of  Fortune,    since 
thou  has  put  thy  trust  in  me  for  protection, 
I  will  meet  the  danger  before  it  shall  reach 
thee.     Wherewith   drawing  his  sword,   he 
stood  ready  for  the  lion  ;  but  the  lion  stopt, 
seeing  him  to  be  man,  whom  all  thing*  by 
reason  obey.     The  two  horses,  moved  with 
fear  by  the  lion,  brake  their  bridles  and  ran 
into  the  woods,  and  after  them  Selviam  hied 
apace.     Presently,  through  the  same  thicket 
came  a  man  of  large  body,  covered  with  hair 
like  a  savage;  he  had  a  long  white  beard,  left 
to  grow  as  it  would,  and  his  face  was  now 
wrinkled :  in  his  left  hand  was  a  bow,  and  in 
his  right  a  poisoned  arrow  ;  and  many  others 
were  stuck  round  about  his  body  within  a 
cord  which  hewore  as  a  girdle.  Round  his  arm 
he  had  a  leash  coiled  many  times,  with  which 
he  led  his  lion.    He,'when  he  had  espied  the 
knight  of  Fortune,  drew  his  bow,  and  let  fly 
an  arrow  at  him  with  such'  force,  that  it  pierc- 
ed his  sliield  through  and  through,  and  would 
have  gone  through  his  arms  also  had  they  not 
been  of  such  excellent  temper.      The  gentle 
prince  knowing  him   to  be  his  father,  who 
had  nourished  him  so  long  in  his  cave,  knew 
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beseemed  him^  and  to  make  himself  l^nowQ 
required  more  time  than  the  other^  according 
to  his  wonted  little  patience^  was  likely  to 
allow  him,  By  this  time  the  Hon,  losing 
fe^  now  that  the  presence  of  his  master  en- 
couraged himj,  made  at  the  knight,  who 
struck  at  him  ^nd  smote  off  the  two  feet 
which  he  had  fixed  upon  his  shield,  so  that 
the  lion  fell  to  the  ground :  then  having  his 
eye  still  upon  the  savage's  bow,  he  received 
two  other  arrows  in  his  shield;  and  springing 
upon  him  before  he  could  let  fly  another, 
caught  him  in  his  arms.  The  savage,  whp 
was  strong  by  nature,  struggled  to  get  loose; 
but  before  he  could  effect  this,  he  of  Fortune 
Tnad«  him  understand  who  be  was;  at  which 
the  savage  was  so  joyful  that  he  embraced 
him  closer  than  he  hud  done  in  their  former 
rude  grappling.  So  seating  themselves  be- 
side th^  fountain,  the  knight  told  him  all 
that  had  befallen  him,  and  how  Selviam  was 
in  his  company,  and  now  gone  to  follow  Jhe 
horses ;  the  savage  not  knowing  what  to  say 
for  astonishment.  Truly,  if  reason  and  un- 
derstanding had  not  b^en  so  gross  in  him, 
Y  3 
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he  would  have  found  enough  to  say,  and 
enough  to  wonder  at.  But  chough  his  nature 
was  not  capable  of  any  more  than  just  to 
feel  what  brutes  attain  to  by  force  of  in- 
stinct, yet  he  remembered  what  had  past^ 
and  the  peril  which  the  knight  was  in  f5lbm 
his  hands  on  the  day  of  his  birth,  in  that  very 
place;  and  at  times  he  was  minded  to  tell 
him  all  he  knew  of  his  parentage ;  but  then^ 
thinking  that  if  he  did  this  he  should  lose 
him  wholly,  he  forbore.  So  talking  of  many 
things  they  continued  till  night,  expecting 
Selviam ;  but  as  in  that  land  disasters  were 
always  sure  to  attend  the  knight  of  Fortune, 
so  one  had  now  befallen,  which  prevented 
him  from  returning  so  soon.  So  they  went 
at  last  to  the  cave,  whert  the  savage  man's 
wife  knowing  Palmerin,  embraced  him  very 
lovingly,  shedding  many  tears  for  joy,  and 
in  remembrance  of  his  long  loss,  and  re- 
questing what  was  become  of  her  son  Sel- 
viam. Her  husband  did  ^leclare  about  what 
business  he  was  gone,  which  did  pacify  her 
very  well,  and  so  she  desired  the  prince  to 
rest  that  night  upon  a  bed  of  skins,  such  ano- 
ther as  that  whereon  he  had  slept  many  a 
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night  in  his  childhood ;  and  so  feeding  on  so 
small  a  pittance  as  they  had,  they  weat  to 
take  their  rest.  On  the  morrow  the  woman 
would  have  shewn  him  the  clothes  he  had 
about  him  when  her  husband  brdught  him 
home;  but  he  would  not  suffer  his  wife  to 
do  so,  because  he  should  not  esteem  him  for  . 
his  father,  and  Selviam  for  his  brother, 
whose  long  tarriance  abroad  all  that  night, 
and  not  as  then  returned,  greatly  troubled  the  ' 
prince,  as  also  the  parents,  who  were  desi- 
rous to  see  him.  At  last,  seeing  he  came 
not,  the  prince  took  his  leave  and  departed 
afoot,  to  see  if  he  could  meet  him  by  the 
way,  because  he  doubted  some  harm  had 
befallen  him :  the  savage  man  and  his  wife 
greatly  lamenting  for  his  departure,  as  also 
because  they  might  not  see  their  sou. 


,y  Google 


£4S 


CHAPTER  3g. 


After  that  the  knight  of  Fortune  was  deparu 
ed  from  the  savage  man^  he  travelled  on  foot 
the  most  part  of  the  day,  not  knowing  whi« 
ther  he  went,  till  at  lei^gth  hearing  the  roar 
of  the  sea  upon  his  left,  he  went  that  way,  and 
c^me  to  a  place  which  he  recollected  to  he 
the  very  spot  where  Polendps,  king  of  The^ 
salyhad  fqundhim,  The  calmness  find  beau- 
ty of  that  day  then  came  into  his  mind,  and 
the  fair  galley  in  which  he  had  glided  along 
the  coast,  and  the  regular  stroke  of  its  oars ; 
then  casting  his  eyes  over  the  main  which  he 
had  then  traversed,  he  thought  of  Constan- 
tinople, and  the  bounty  with  which  the  em- 
peror Pahnerin  had  received  him,  and  hovr 
he  bad  b^en  by  his  band  given  to  the  fair 
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Polinarda.  These  recollections  brcAight  with 
them  the  wonted  perturbation  of  spirit ;  and 
in  this  mood  he  ascended  a  rock  which  over- 
looked the  sea  commandingly^  and  gazing 
upon  it  then  when  its  waves  were  fiercer  and 
louder,  thought  within  himself  that  they 
were  calm,  if  compared  with  his  sorrows.  At 
length,  worn  out  with  such  thoughts  as  these> 
he  fell  asleep,  with  such  a  sleep  as  brought 
no  rest  with  it ;  and  ere  long,  suddenly  start- 
ing in  great  fear,  he  awaked;  for  that  his 
mind  did  persuade  some  ill  adventure  towards 
him.  Then  looking  about  him  on  all  sides,  he 
saw  nothing  except  the  sea,  now  calmer  thaa 
usual,  and  by  him  another  sea  of  tears  which 
his  eyes  had  made;  whereby  he  knew  that 
even  in  sleep  his  sorrow  did  not  slumber* 
Afterwards,  looking  landward^  he  espied  a 
large  boat,  covered  with  green  boughs ;  and 
going  up  to  it  to  see  if  any  persons  were 
therein,  he  beheld  two  men,  the  one  of 
whom  seeing  him  so  young,  and  that  he  was 
without  a  horse,  had  compassion  on  him,  de- 
siring him  to  fly  if  he  had  regard  to  his  own 
life.  But  then  up  came  four  armed  men,  in 
brigandines,  and  mih  h<^bards^in  their  hauds^ 


,y  Google 


250 

who  broke  off  the  conversation,  T&ey  brought 
with  them  a  fifth,  prisoner;  whom,  when 
they  drew  nearer,  the  knight  of  Fortune 
knew  to  be  Selviam,  his  squire.  Seeing  him 
in  this  plight,  he  was  full  sorrowful ;  and  step- 
ping up  to  them,  besought  them  to  let  him 
go;  but  one  of  the  four  at  that  laid  hold  on 
him  himself,  and  said.  Look  now  for  some 
one  to  release  yourself,  for  this  fellow  is  fast. 
This  moved  the  knight  to  such  anger,  that 
with  his  gauntlet  he  struck  him  so  sore  upon 
the  face,  that  he  tumbled  him  clean  over- 
Then  with  his  sword  he  assailed  the  other 
three,  that  two  of  them  were  slain ;  the  other 
escaped  in  flight:  which  done,  he  cut  the 
cords  with  which  Selviam  was  tied,  request- 
ing him  to  report  how  he  chanced  into  that 
mishap. 

Selviam,  who  did  not  yet  feel  himself  safe, 
answered.  Sir,  let  us  get  from  hence,  and  I 
vill  tell  you  as  I  go.  Nay,  said  he  of  For- 
tune, I  must  know  first,  that  I  may  then  de- 
termine what  to  do.  He  had  hardly  began 
to  answer  to  his  demand,  when  looking  aside, 
they  espied  two  men  come  leading  their  tWQ 
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horses,  and  after  them,  upon  a  huge  mul- 
berry coloured  horse,  a  giaut  of  bigness  out 
of  measure,  armed  in  strong  white  armour, 
without  any  adornment  soever.  In  his  shield 
he  bore  three  giants  heads  in  a  bloody  field, 
being  in  memory  of  other  three  whom  he  had 
fought  and  slain  in  field,  one  to  one.  This  is 
what  I  feared,  cried  Selviam ;  but  since  you 
would  not  get  out  of  the  way,  you  will  now 
learn  from  this  devil,  more  than  I  can  tell 
you.  The  knight  of  Fortune,  as  this  was 
the  first  giant  whom  he  had  ever  seen,  was 
somewhat  in  fear  at  his  monstrous  bignesSj 
yet  not  so  as  to  forget  to  do  his  devoir.  The 
giant,  seeing  his  men  slain,  stood  apt  to  us« 
words,  but  growing  into  great  rage,  drew 
out  the  sword  wiiich  he  carried  in  his  girdle, 
and  which  was  out  of  all  ordinary  length  and 
proportion,  and  smote  at  him,  thinking  to 
bring  him  down ;  but  he  stept  aside,  and  at 
the  same  time  reaching  him  with  his  owti  a- 
bove  the  knee,  gare  him  a  deep  wound,  cutting 
away  a  slice.  The  giant  not  feeling  this,  by  rea- 
sonpf  his  great  fury,  wlieeled  round;  and  struck 
at  hin»  again  :  the  blow  was  suqji>  that  fall- 
ing ^pon  the  sliield,  it  cut  *wayjialf  thereof; 
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,  and  the  gian^V  own  horse,  swayed  on  with  the 
weight  of  the  hlow,  stumbled  against  the 
iroot  of  a  tree,  and  threw  him  with  such  force 
that  the  knight  thought  he  was  killed.    But 
Ciunboldam,  for  so  he  was  called,  who  had 
seen  himself  in  worse  danger  than  this,  rose 
as  well  as  he  could,  though  he  now  felt  that 
the  wound  in  his  thigh  somewhat  disabled 
bim.    So  to  it  they  went,  smiting  away ;  and 
tiiougfa  the  giant's   blows   were   dealt  with 
greater  force,  those  which  he  received  were 
put  in,  in  such  good  time  and  place,  that 
they  were  of  far  more  effect.     Wherefore  he 
became  more  furious  and  more  melancholic 
Aan  he  had  ever  been  at  any  former  time. 
But  he  of  Fortune  knew  how  to  ward  himself 
so  well,  that  he  made  him  lose  all  his  endea- 
vours ;  and  in  requital  for  his  vain  blows, 
gave  him  oth^^  so  sure,  that  the  field  was 
dyed  with  his  blood.    Now  the  giant,  seeing 
that  all  his  fiiry  availed  him  nothing,  made 
at  the  knight,  thinking  to  seize  him  in  bis 
arms,  and  crush  him  to  pieces;  but  it  was 
not  so:  for  he  of  Fortune  stopped  him  with 
a  stroke  between  the  fingers  of  his  right 
baod^  such  as  to  slit  it  up,  and  part  of  the 
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arm  also.  By  this  time  the  giant  became  so 
desperate,  that  he  began  to  blaspheme  in  such 
a  voice,  that  it  echoed  for  a  while  in  the 
hollow  which  the  sea  had  worn  in  the  rocks 
around  ;  and  thinking  to  strike  with  his  other 
hand,  found  so  little  skill  in  it,  that  none  of 
his  blows  took  effect ;  wherefore  he  of  For- 
tune came  in  to  him  without  fear,  and  gave 
him  so  many  wounds,  and  in  so  many  parts, 
that  at  last  he  brought  him  down  ;  and  the 
w^eight  of  his  huge  body  was  such,  J:hat  it 
seemed  like  the  fall  of  a  tower.  Then  the 
knight,  seeing  this  monster  dead,  and  him- 
self without  a  wound,  fell  on  his  knees,  giv- 
ing thanks  to  Gcid,  whose  providence  did 
aid  him  in  such  a  dangerous  combat. 

The  men  that  led  the  twfe.  horses,  came  and 
fell  down  before  the  prhice,  desiring  him  to 
save  their  lives,  for  that  they  w  ere  constrain- 
ed against  their  wills  to  attend  on  that  mis- 
chievous wretch.  Their  fair  intreaty  quickly 
persuaded  him,  who  gave  them  other  re- 
ception than  they  expected  ;  so  he  desired 
them  to  report  what  this  tyrant  was,  and  af- 
ter what  manner  he  hved.    Their  an$vNier  wos^ 
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that  he  Was  caJled  Camboldam,  of  Murzela, 
lord  of  the  caslle  of  Peua  Broca  ;  one  of  the 
cruellest  tyrants  in  all  the  world :  who  hav- 
ing knowledge  that  his  brother  Calfiimio, 
who  lived  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  had  been 
slain  by  a  knight  in  green  arms,  bearing  in 
his  shield  a  savage  in  a  white  field,  with  two 
lions  in  a  leash,  he  vowed  to  take  sharp  re- 
venge on  every  one  that  should  happen  into 
his  hands.  Upon  this  occasion  he  sailed 
from  liis  country,  and  landing  on  this  coast, 
he  went  to  see  if  fortune  would  send  any  to 
appease  the  hell  of  his  bloody  mind ;  and 
meeting  with  that  young  man,  running  to 
catch  his  horses  which  had  strayed  from 
him,  he  committed  him  to  those  which  lay 
there  dead,  that  they  might  torment  him. 
Thus,  said  they,  have  we  certified  all  we  can 
say ;  see  now  then  how  you  will  deal  by  us. 

Then  the  knight  desired  them  to  go  and  cer- 
tify unto  king  Fadrique,  how  the  giant  Cam- 
boldam, was  slain;  news  which  would  re- 
joice him,  because  of  the  disservices  which 
that  monster  had  done  him.  Whom,  said 
they,  shall  we  say  hath  done  this  service? 
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The  knight  of  Fortune,  he  replied ;  for  as  yet 
I  have  no  other  name.  They  promising  to 
fulfil  his  request,  departed  presently ;  and  he 
and  Selviam  mounted  on  their  horses,  and 
took  their  journey  on.  He  did  not  tell  Selvir 
am  what  had  passed  with  the  savage,  his  father, 
because  of  the  delay  it  would  be  to  return  and 
see  him ;  but  went  strait  on  towards  the  place  . 
where  it  was  said  all  adventurers  were  lost,* 
which  was  now  nigh  at  hand;  not  fearing  the 
peril  which  he  sought,  for  he  was  adven- 
turing worthily ;  and  it  is  the  quality  of  vir- 
tue to  think  little  of  difficulties,  and  less  of 
pleasures* 
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CHATTER  33. 


You  bae  heard  heretofore  how,  when  the 
knight  of  Fortune  departed  from  Constanti- 
nople the  first  time,  Selviam  carried  the 
shield  of  the  palm,  which  Daliarte  had  sent 
him,  in  a  bag,  that  he  might  not  be  known 
thereby ;  reserving  it  for  some  great  need,  if 
any  such  should  befall  him.  Now  because 
his  shield  of  Fortune  was  demolished  in  his 
tattle  with  Camboldam,  and  that  in  this 
country  arms  were  doubly  necessary  accord- 
ing to  the  difference  of  adventures,  here  and 
in  other  parts,  he  was  minded  to  take  it;  and 
seeing  Selviam  without  it,  he  held  it  for  a 
bad  sign,  weening  that  it  could  not  hfcpve 
been  lost  without  some  mystery. 
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Sir,  said  Selviam,  I  have  not  only  had  ne^ 
time  to  tell  you  what  has  happened,  but 
moreover  feared  to  do  it,  because  of  the  grief 
it  might  be  to  you.  Yesterday,  before  this 
cruel  giant  tgok  me,  and  when  he  was  in 
sight,  a  damsel  mounted  on  a  white  palfrey 
came  crossing  over  the  forest  to  me,  and  said, 
Selviam,  deliver  this  shield  thou  bearest  to 
me,  before  this  devil  who  comes  here  can  take 
it,  which  would  be  a  greater  loss  than  thou 
art  aware  of;  I  will  yield  it  into  thy  master's 
bands  again  when  he  shall  stand  in  most  need 
of  it.  Her  gentle  speech,  and  the  present 
danger  before  mine  eyes,  did  urge  me  rather 
to  give  it  her,  than  mine  enemy  should  en- 
joy a  thing  of  such  honour :  wherefore  I  gave 
it  her,  who  presently  departed  so  quickly, 
I  could  not  tell  which  way. 

The  knight  of  Fortune  mused  at  the  event, 
and  could  not  judge  to  what  end  it  was 
wrought :  so  he  rode  on  thinking  silently  of 
this  and  of  other  things  which  it  brought  to 
mindj  till  Selviam  put  him  out  of  this  study 
by  saying.  Sir,  do  you  hear  what  I  hear?  What 
is  it  you  hear,  replied  he  of  Fortune^  for  I 
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/was  hot  in  such  mood  as  to  attend  to  any  thiti^^ 
A  great  noise,  answered  Sehidtn,  from  yonder 
high  trees,  as  though  it  were  the  slashing  of 
^veapons  in  a  combat:  there  must  needs  be  a 
great  battle  there.  With  that>  directing  his 
course  thither;he  espied  four  knights  on  foot, 
tv\oon  a  side,  very  fiercely  assailing  one  an- 
other; their  armour  so  braised^  and  their 
shields  so  battered,  that  he  could  hardly  per- 
ceive any  of  their  devices,  except  it  were  one, 
Avhich  was  the  bead  of  a  white  bull,  belong- 
ing to  Pompides,  the  son  of  Don  Buardos : 
none  of  the  others  did  he  know,  though,  their 
feats  were  such  that  he  knew  not  which  bad 
the  advantage.  So  beseeching  them  to  listen 
to  him,  they  drew  asunder,  as  well  for  the 
sake  of  resting,  as  at  his  desire.  Sirs,  said 
he,  I  perceive  yQu  all  so  cruelly  handled^ 
and  the  strength  and  courage  of  each  so 
equally  matched^  that  I  fear  this  combat  will 
bring  some  hurt  with  it.  I  beseech  you^  if 
the  cause  of  your  battle  be  such  that  it  may 
be  excused,,  give  it  over  for  love  of  liie;  and 
there  may  come  a  time  in  which  I  may  re- 
quite you.  Sir,  answered  one  of  the  knight^ 
.  our  quarrel  is  gi;ounded  on  so  light  an  occ%*^ 
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sion^  that  to  end  it  nothing  more  is  neces- 
sary than  that  this  knight  of  the  Bull  should 
tell  us  why  he  is  seeking  another  knight> 
concerning  whom  he  asked  news  of  us.  That> 
answered  the  knight  of  the  Bull,  you  shall 
never  learn  of  me,  so  long  as  I  have.  thij» 
hand  and  sword  to  defend  me.  These  words 
procured  a  fresh  strife,  and  to  it  th,ey  fell 
Again  very  fiercely,  and  withput  any  regard 
of  themselves,  hewing  away,  so  that  in  short 
S|>ace  of  time  they  had  demolished  each 
others'  armour,  stijl  fighting  on  as  hotly  and 
strenuously  as  if  their  strength  was  no  whit 
abated.  The  knight  of  Fortune,  grieved  to  see 
such  courageous  minds  subject  to  so  great  a 
hazard,  was  as  loth  to  tarry  and  behold  the 
death  of  such  men  as  he  would  liave  been  to 
be  one  of  them;  but  who  can  control  the 
wilfulness  and  obstinacy  of  young  men !  All 
of  them  were  wounded  in  many  places,  yet 
all  in  temper  to  receive  more  wounds.  The 
knight^  despairing  of  separating  them,  stood 
looking  on;  and  though  they  were  all  excel- 
lent in  arms,  one  who  was  in  white  armour 
seemed  to  him  to  surpass  both  in  slight  and 
«JdU  in.  foyning ;  nevertheless  he  was  in  sucU 
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plight,  that  all  the  vantage  he  cou  W  expect 
was  to  expire  the  last.  By  this  time  their 
arms  were  so  utterly  unserviceable,  that  no 
blow  could  be  given  which  was  not  to  great 
hurt;  though  on  the  other  baud,  their  swords 
were  now  so  blunted  that  they  were  of  lesa 
danger.  The  knight  of  Fortune  thrust  him- 
self in  among  them,  beseeching  them  ta 
cease,  as  their  quarrel  might  so  well  be  ex- 
cused ;  but  they  were  so  severely  bent  the 
one  against  the  other,  that  they  scant  knew 
themselves  what  they  did. 

At  this  time  a  sudden  darkness  overshadow- 
ed them,  the  air  being  covered  with  a  thick 
black  cloud,  in  which  they  lost  sight  one  of 
another,  the  blows  still  sounding  as  if  they 
were  given  with  greater  force  than  ever. 
But  the  darkness  soon  became  such,  and  the 
fear  because  of  it  which  each  felt  lest  he 
should  strike  his  companion,  that  perforce 
they  left  off  battle,  and  all  fell  to  the  ground 
senseless,  their  memory  and  feelings  being 
taken  from  them  by  enchantment.  Presently 
the  cloud  opened,  and  the  knight  of  For- 
tune saw  them  all  four  upon  a  bier,  which 
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Whs  Iciid  upon  a  chariot,  and  drawn  by  four 
black  hor^es  through  the  air.  Not  knowing 
what  to  think  of  this  portentous  sight,  he 
went  up  to  the  squires,  who  were  with  the 
hprsesi  lamenting  loudly ;  and  he  asked  of 
them  what  knights  they  were  that  had 
fought  this  sore  combat.  One  of  them  an- 
swered, that  the  knight  ia  the  white  armoux 
was  Platir>  son  to  PriuaaJeon ;  the  other  *wa# 
Floraman,  the  prince  of  Sardinia;  Who  were 
seeking  after  the  knight  of  Fortune,  which 
made  them  leave  the  emperor's  court ;  en- 
terprizing  likewise  the  adventure  of  Great 
Britain,  if  they  might  meet  with  this  knigbt> 
whose  friendly  company  they  always  desired ; 
but  as  they  arrived  here  in  Great  Britain, 
these*  two  other  knights  met  them,  the  one 
being  Blandidon,  the  other  Pompides.  Af- 
ter they  had  greeted  each  other,  he  of  the 
Bull's  Head  enquired  if  they  could  give  him 
news  of  the  knight  of  Fortune;  upoi\ which 
they  demanded  why  he  enquired  for  him^  So 
words  arising  on  either  side,  they  fell  to  this 
fierce  battle;  wliich  yourself  hath  partly 
seen,  to  the  loss  (I  fear  said  the  squire)  of 
their  lives;,    ^nd  here  we  are^  left  without 
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masters^  and  not  knowing  what  to  do  be- 
cause of  the  bad  account  we  can  give  of 
them. 

The  knight  of  Fortune  consoled  them,  and 
persuaded  them  to  go  to  London,  where,  if 
their  masters  were  living,  they  were  sure* 
sooner  or  later,  to  repair.  So  leaving  them 
well  contented  with  his  courteous  speeches 
and  manifested  good  will,  he  went  his  way. 
Far  he  had  not  ridden  before  he  espied  one 
come  riding  towards  him,  with  his  horn 
about  his  neck,  attired  like  a  hunter,  with  a 
knife  in  his  girdle,  and  riding  upon  a  large 
and  lean  horse ;  who  began  in  this  manner  to 
greet  him,  with  a  loud  voice  and  a  cheerful 
countenance:  Lo !  now,  Palmerin  of  England, 
the  days  draw  nigh,  in  which  thy  deeds  shall 
put  all  others  out  of  remembrance,  and 
Great  Britain  shall  be  restored  to  its  lost 
contentment.  Marvel  not  that  I  know  thy 
name,  for  of  thee  and  thy  affairs  I  know 
more  than  thou  knowest  thyself. 

The  knight  of  Fortune  marvelled  to  hear 
himself   named    in   such  a  strange   place. 
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when  he  persuaded  himself  he  was  unknown 
to  any :  at  length  he  began  to  think,  that  it 
might  be  the  sage  Daliarte  of  the  Dark  i 
Valley ;  yet  seeing  him  so  young,  he  doubted, 
thinking  that  so  wonderful  things  were  not 
to  be  looked  for  from  one  of  so  few  years, 
lie,  who  understood  his  thoughts,  said  to  him. 
Sir  Palmerin,  my  desire  to  serve  you  is.  sucb> 
that  I  will  resolve  this  doubt.  Know  then 
that  I  am  Daliarte,  your  servant ;  and  though 
I  could  give  you  good  account  of  your  own 
affairs,  I  will  not  do  it,  because  in  few  days 
you  will  know  all,  and  that  in  such  season  as 
to  receive  joy  two  fold  greater  than  I  could 
at  this  time  impart. 

Sir  Daliarte,  (answered  the  knight  of  For- 
tune) I  do  not  request  any  thing  which  you 
are  not  willing  should  be  known,  being  well 
assured  that  he  who  hath  shown  me  such 
bounty  in  things  past,  will  not  withhold  it 
from  me  in  those  which  are  to  come.  So 
w  alking  on,  at  last  they  came  to  the  Dark 
Valley,  where  Daliarte  conducted  the  knight  I 
of  Fortune  into  bis  habitation,  and  shewed 
him  many  rare  and  excellent  monuments ; 
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the  lively  shape  of  men  and  women,  in  fair 
portraitures;  which  gave  a  great  delight  to 
his  noble  mind,  so  that  he  thought  this 
dwelling  place  the '  fairest  that  ever  he  had 
seen  in  all  his  Hfe.  There  remained  he  so 
long  as  him  pleased,  very  well  entertained  by 
the  sage  Daliarte,  who  gave  him  to  under- 
stand, how  Platir  and  the  other  knights 
should  be  healed  of  their  wounds,  without 
any  danger,  ahd  would  soon  repair  to  Lon- 
don. There  remained  he  passing  his  time  in 
good  excrqise  and  discourse,  such  as  he 
hoped  to  derive  fruit  from :  for  the  virtuous 
conversation  of  wise  men  is  not  a  Httle  tr>  be 
esteemed. 
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CHAPTER  34. 


The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  being  de* 
parted  from  Orianda,  in  the  castle  of  the 
giant  Calfurnio,  so  long  continued  on  the 
seas,  that  at  last  he  arrived  in  England,  in- 
tending to  take  his  way  strait  to  Loudon,  be- 
c  luse  he  would  see  the  king  Fadrique,  and  the 
princess  Fieri  da ;  not  expecting  to  be  inter- 
rupted on  his  way.  But  in  those  days  the 
roads  and  forests  were  so  frequented  by 
knight's  errant  and  fair  damsels,  advcn-^ 
tures  and  disasters,  that  no  one  could  travel 
quietly,  as  he. thought.  So  it  befel,  that  one 
day  at  evening,  about  half  a  league  from  the 
city  of  London,  he  espied  a,  damsel  on  a- 
white  palfrey  come  riding  toward  him,  hqr 
kuir  spread  over  her  shoulders,  and  her  gar-r 
2a 
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ments  seeming  to  be  greatly  misused;  all 
the  way  as  she  rode,  she  used  many  shrieks, 
and  grievous  lamentations,  filling  the  forest 
with  her  cries.  As  soon  as  she  saw  him,  she 
rode  up  to  him,  saying,  Sir,  as  you  regard 
the  honour  of  knighthood,  help  to  defend 
me  from  this  wretch  that  seeks  to  dishonour 
me.  He  seeing  a  knight  come  after  her, 
who  was  well  armed  and  bravely  mounted, 
rode  up  to  meet  him,  saying,  I  perceive  both 
knighthood  and  that  armour  is  ill  bestowed 
upon  you,  that  employ  yourself  in  the  per- 
secution of  a  damsel,  when  you  are  both 
bound  by  duty,  and  by  law  of  arms,  to  de- 
fend her. 

Sir,  (answered  the  strange  knight)  I  desire 
you  let  not  th^t  wicked  one  deceive  you,  for 
it  is  not  as  you  think.  He  of  the  Savage 
however  still  crost  his  way,  saying.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  you  shall  do  battle  with  me  before 
you  injure  her.  Tlic  strange  knight  seeing 
him  so  fiercely  bent,  said.  Since  you  will  in- 
force  me  to  it,  I  must,  though  against  mj 
will.  Whereupon,  couching  their  spears, 
they  met  together  courageously,  80  that  the 
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strange  knight  was  cast,  and  the  knight  of 
the  Savage  Man  fain  to  leap  off  from  his 
horse ;  and  drawing  their  swords,  they  laid 
at  each  other  very  cruelly,  to  the  great  hurt 
of  them  both,  and  more  perilously  than  ci-* 
ther  of  them  had  expected. 

In  the  mean  time  they  were  m  the  fight,  the 
damsel  left  them,  and  returned  accompanied 
with  two  knights  more,  shewing  them  the 
knight  of  the  Savage^Man,  and  said.  Behold, 
sir  knights,  the  man  that  hath  slain  my  father, 
and  now  would  gladly  work  the  death  of  this 
my  hrother;  (pointing  to  the  knight  that  be 
fore  had  pursued  her)  wherefore  I  desire  you 
to  take  reveng«nent  on  him.  At  these 
words,  one  of  the  knights  alighted,  and  per* 
ceiving  the  knig];it  that  the  damsel  named 
her  brother,  to  be  very  sore  wounded,  step- 
ped between  them,  saying  to  the  knight  of 
the  Savage  Man,  Come,  traitor^  deal  with 
me,  and  not  with  him,  whose  los*  .X)f  blood, 
and  weariness  beside,  requireth  rather  to 
take  rest  than  endure  the  combat. 

The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  at  these 
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iHTords,  knowing  himself  to  deserve  no  such 
pame>  and  to  be  clear  of  all  infamy,  ia  greal 
anger  would  not  make  him  any  reply;  bat 
made  at  him,  thinking  to.  strike  him,  under 
his  shield  :  but  he  with  whom  he  was«dready 
engaged  received  the  blow  upon  his,  saying. 
First  finish  what  you  have  begun  with  me; 
there  will  be  day  enough  left  to  deal  with 
him  afterwards.  Then  turning  to  tjie  knight 
who  had  interposed,  he  said  to  him.  With- 
draw yourself,  for  as  long  as  I  can  defend 
myself  I  do  not  want  your  help;  so  the 
other  withdrew,  thinking  that  two  to  one 
would  be  shameful.  But  he  of  the  Savage,  * 
who  greedily  desired  to  begin  battle  with 
this  second  one,  bestirred  himself  so  against 
the  first,  that  ere  long  he  brought  him  per* 
force  to^*the  ground  ;  yet  not  so  easily  but 
.  that  he  hinjs^  was  left  in  such  plight  a^ 
was  to  be  expected  from  the  hands  of  him 
with  whom  he.  had  fought,  ► 

Thea  the  se<?ond,  because  he  was  of  virtuous 
ir.cliiiations  and  of  great  mind,  and  gene* 
tons,  seeing  him  somewhat  wearied,  and  his 
|p»our  broken  in  many  places,  said  to  him> 
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Sir  knight,  it  would  be  dishonour  to  give  ytm 
a  fresh  assault,  and  small  manhood  in  me  to 
turge  you  to  extremity ;  I  would  rather  not 
do  battle  ,withyou,  since  so  little  honour  is  to 
be  gained  hy  it.  He  of  the  Savage,  who 
could  at  such  times  ill  govern  his  choler,  an- 
swered him  by  such  a  blow  upon  his  shield 
as;  cut  it  half  through  ;  saying.  Do  what  you 
can  ;  for  I  shall  show  you  that  even  as  I  now 
am  I  have  strength  enough  left  for  you. 
The  other,  who  also  thought  no  little  of  him- 
self, seeing  his  forbearance  so  ill  requited, 
laid  at  him  without  mercy.  His  companion, 
who  was  on  horseback  looking  on,  thought 
the  valour  of  the  Savage  knight  such  that  ua  • 
other's  was  to  be  compared  to  it;  and  in 
truth  he  demeaned  himself  so  valiantly  that  &t 
length  his  antagonist  waxed  feeble,*not  being 
able  to  stand  before  him ;  his  armour  being 
broken  in  all  parts,  and  his  flesh  in  mftf^ 
parts  pierced.  He  on  horseback,  grieving  to 
see  his  companion  in  such  state,  and  fearing 
that  if  the  battle  continued  he  of  the  Savage, 
in  anger  at  his  words,  would  slay  him, 
alighted  and  went  up  to  him,  saying.  Sir 
knight  your  anger  ought  not  to  be  satisfied. 
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^nd  this  quarrel  should  foe  at  an  end,  since 
the  lite  of  one  or  hoth  is  at  hazard ;  which 
^vould  be  a  greater  evil  than  it  can  be  now  to 
give  over.  Certes,  quoth  the  knight  of  the 
Savage  M^an,  that  will  I  never  do  till  he  hath 
unsaid  his  words,  or  yielded  himself  into  my 
hands;  which  else  sliall  give  liim  his  due 
punishment.  If,  replied  the  other,  you  will 
not  leave  battle  with  him  at  my  in  treaty,  you 
must  do  it  with  me;  though  I  am  loth  it 
should  be  so,  because  you  require  rest  rather 
than  more  toil,  and  any  harm  which  might 
bcfal  you  would  be  ill  employed. 

Good  sir,  (quoth  the  knight'of  the  Savage 
iMan,)  this  care  in  you  is  more  than  I  desire 
you  should  use  jttito  me;  assure  yourself  I 
shall  iini^h  what  [  have  begun,  or  he  shall  do 
as  I  say  ;  and  if  you  think  fit  to  protect  hini^ 
against  me,  I  am  ready  to  pass  the  rest  of  tlie 
day  with  you  in  this  business.  While  he 
was  speaking,  the  second  knight,  he  with 
whom  he  was  engaged,  fell  all  along  on  the 
ground  through  faintness  of  much  blood  that 
liad  issued  from  a  wound  in  his  throat;  at 
^l^hich  bis  companion  became  so  sorrowful* 
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that  forgetful  of  the  courtesy  on  which  he 
stood  before,  in  his  grief  and  resentment  he 
attacked  the  knight  of  the  Savage  rigorous- 
ly, in  hope  to  have  revenged  his  friend's 
death ;  but  he  found  the  knight  of  the  Sa- 
vage Man  so  great  of  strength,  and  so  great- 
ly affected  to  a  further  victory,  that  in  short 
space  of  time  his  fear  was  greater  than  his 
hope.  Nevertheless,  he  of  the  Savage  had 
been  so  severely  handled  by  the  two  former, 
and  this  was  so  good  a  knight,  that  certe^ 
both  had  died  in  that  battle  if  it  had  not 
chanced  the  king  of  England  to  come 
hawking  into  this  forest ;  where  espying  these 
two  knights  so  eager  at  their  fight,  their  pi- 
tiful estate,  and  the  good  heart  with  which 
they  still  pursued  tne  battle,  he  thought  the 
death  of  either  would  he  greatly  to  he  la- 
mented ;  and  went  in  between  them  intreat- 
ing  them  to  give  over,  if  their  quarrel  was 
such  that  they  could  so  do.  They  presently 
desisted,  seeing  it  was  the  king,  glad  to  see 
themselves  escaped  from  so  great  danger, 
and  of  the  just  excuse  for  leaving  off  their 
combat.  The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man 
lifting  up  his  beaver,  came  and  presented 
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himself  to  the  king,  who  seeing  him,  took 
him  in  his  arms  and  rejoiced  over  him,  as 
the  man  whom  he  most  esteemed  in  the 
world ;  as  well  because  he  had  brought  him 
up  in  his  household,  as  because  nature  led 
him  so  to  do.  The  other  in  like  manner 
made  himself  known. 

When  the  king  saw  that  he  was  Graciano, 
son  to  Amedos  king  of  France,  he  alighted 
from  his  horse,  and  received  him  with  such 
love  and  courtesy  as  were  his  due,  and  de- 
sired him  to  shew  the  occasion  of  their  dis- 
cord, as  also  what  the  other  knights  were, 
that  lay  on  the  ground. 

Sir,  replied  Graciano,  the  knight  that  lieth 
hithermost,  and  is  nearest  to  your  grace,  is 
Francian,  son  to  Polendos,  king  of  Thessaly, 
in  whose  company,  to  mine  own  honour 
and  either  of  our  contents,  I  travelled  from 
the  city  of  Constantinople. 

To  this  place  we  were  conducted  by  a  dam- 
sel, sister  to  the  other  knight  that  lieth  dead 
on  the  ground :  she  gave  us  to  understand. 
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that  this  knight  (meaning  the  knight  of  the 
Savage  Man)  had  cruelly  slain  her  father  by 
treason^  and  was  now  killing  her  brother  like- 
wise ;  wherefore  she  desired  us  to  revenge 
them.  Francian^  perceiving  her  brother  in 
»uch  estate^  as  he  could  hot  award  the  heavy 
blows  this  knight  charged  him  withal,  en- 
tered between  them ;  and  this  your  knight 
did  such  feats  in  arms  that  he  subdued  them 
both,  and  last  of  all  brought  me  to  the  condi- 
tion in  which  you  see  me. 

The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  amazed  at 
what  the  prince  Graciano  had  said,  began  in 
this  order  to  discourse  how  it  happened :  The 
damsel  of  whom  this  knight  hath  spoken,^came 
riding  towards  me,  crying  how  this  knight 
(whom  she  after  named  to  be  her  brother) 
did  seek  to  dishonour  her,  and  therefore  de- 
sired me  to  defend  her  in  so  great  extremity. 
When  I  had  joined  combat  with  the  knight, 
soon  after  she  came  again,  and  brought  these 
two  knights,  reporting  to  them,  as  he  hath 
informed  your  majesty  :  so  leaving  us  in  this 
strife,  she  disappeared  we  know  not  whither* 
The   king,  well  noting  the  deceit  of  the 
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damsel,  which  was  only  to  seek  the  rtin  of 
those  noble  knights,  caused  the  helmet  of 
Francian  and  of  the  other  knight  to  be  takea 
off;  when  feeling  the  air,  tliey  came  to  them- 
selves again,  saving  that  their  wounds  made 
them   very    feeble.     Then  was  the   oAer 
knight  known  to  be  Polinardo,  son  to  the 
emperor  Trineo ;  whereat  the  king  had  more 
to  wonder  at :  and  he  sent  for  litters  to  Lon- 
don, on  the  which  he  and  Francian  might  be 
carried,  and  would  not  go  himself  till  they 
arrived.     And  by  the  way  the  king  question- 
ed with  Polinardo,  for  what  cause  he  pur- 
sued the  damsel  when  this  noble  knight  took 
in  hand  to  defend  her.     Sir,  (answered  Poli- 
nardo,) I  think  she  was  the  most  wicked  and 
deceitfullest  damsel  on  the  earth;  for  through 
her  persuasion,  Onistaldo  and  Dramiante  his 
brother,  sons  to  Recindos  king  of  Spain,  are 
dead  I  believe.     Having  changed  their  ar- 
mour they  did  not  know  each  other,  and  had 
almost  slain  one  another,  being  in  such  phght 
that  they  could  scarcely  stir,  when  it  pleased 
God  that  I   came  up ;  and  knowing  them 
both,  and  being  astonished  at  such  cruelty, 
went  between  and  parted  them ;  whjo  as  sooa 
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as  ihey  recognized  each  other,  fell  one  on 
€HieT5ide,  the  other  on  the  other,  as  dead.  I 
followed  the  damsel  to  lay  hands  on  her,  and 
know  why  she  had  done  this  thing,  when 
this  knight  came  and  prevented  me,  as  your 
grace  hath  heard. 

The  king  was  greatly  displeased  at  this  mis- 
adventure, and  sent  presently  about,  to  hear 
tidings  of  Onistaldo  and  Dramiante,  that  if 
their  bodies  were  found  dead  they  might  be 
interred  according  to  the  nobility  of  their 
birth.  But  it  was  found  that  the  brethren  of 
the -Convent  of  Victoiy  had  carried  them 
home  to  cure  them;  where  in  few  days, 
though  their  wounds  were  great,  they  were 
holpenl  This  monastery  was  one,  which 
was  first  founded  by  Amadis  of  Gaul,  near 
unto  Fenusa,  in  memory  of  the  kings* 
whom  he  had  there  conquered ;  and  thither 
were  his  bones  carried  after  his  deatlu 


*  The  battle  against  king  Cildadan  and  the  hundred  knights. 
Amadis  of  Gaul»  Book  2.  Chapter  lO. 
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Then  the  king  caused  a  great  many  knights 
to  pursue  after  the  damsel ;  but  their  Isroour 
was  in  vain,  for  her  mistress  Eutfopa,  who 
sent  her,  k^pt  her  safe  enough  from  them. 
When  the  king  was  come  to  the  court,  he 
caused  the  princes  to  be  so  provided  for,  as 
they  recovered  again  their  health  in  short' 
time ;  and  the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man 
lying  in  his  accustomed  chamber,  was  dili- 
gently looked  unto  by  the  princess  Flerida, 
who  felt  as  much  sorrow  at  the  sight  of 
his  wounds  as  if  she  had  known  the  tie  there 
was  between  them.   The  king  also    would 

^  o/ten  visit  him,  as  well  to  see  him  as  to  hear 
of,  his  adventures,  which  were  so  famoui5 
among  all  men;  but   never    could  he  pre- 

..  vail  upon  him  to  relate  them,  he  deeming  it 
alike  unbecoming  to  praise  his  own  feats, 
and  to  dispraise  those  of  auotjier. 
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CHAPTER  S5. 


Daliarte  of  the  Dark  Valley,  (as  the  his- 
tory declareth,)  caused  the  bodies  of  Platir 
and  the  other  knights  to  be  broiigl: 
chariot  to  his  castle,  where  he  use 
great  care  and  diligence  for  restoring 
health,  that  in  short  time  they  had  es 
the  point  of  danger,  and  were  in  as 
constitution  of  body  as  they  had  be( 
fore.     For  this  occasion  urged  him 

more  circumspection  to  them,  that  il  

lives  had  failed,  as  perforce  without  his  help 
they  must,  Uien  had  not  only  their  noble 
kindxed  b^en  oppressed  with  grief,  but  also 
their  dominions  remained  destitute  of  IRtir 
'chief  defence;  for  which  h^  had  thu$  pro- 
SB 
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vided  for  them,  albeit  out  of  their  know- 
ledge whence  such  friendship  should  j^o- 
ceed;  neither  how  they  left  the  place  of 
their  combat,  whose  was  the  victory,  or 
where  they  wefe. 

Platir  and  Floraman  were  lodged  in  one 
chamber  ;  in  like  manner  were  Pompides  and 
Blandidon,  where  the  Same  princely  attend- 
ance was  daily  tiled  to  them :  but  Daharte 
would  not  let  them  understand  either  what, 
he  was,  or  wherefore  he  used  such  great 
courtesy  unto  them.  Neither  could  the 
knight  of  Fortune  learn  from  him  where  they 
were  lodged,  though  assured  of  their  reco- 
very. When  time  served  that  they  were 
able  to  travel,  they  knew  not  how  they 
should  set  forth ;  having  lost  their  arms  and 
horses  in  the  battle,  wherein  they  had  lost 
themselves  also.  With  this  thought  they 
lay  in  their  beds  with  less  rest  than  they  . 
had  done  till  now;  Cut  one  night,  when 
D^iarte  thought  convenient,  by  force  of 
,  his  charms  he  cast  ^bem  in  a  dead  slum- 
ber, and  brought  them  to  the  place  where 
they  fosgbt  their  couibat ;  where,  when  they 
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,  awaked  at  daybreak,  they  found  the  place 
bestrewed  with  the  truncheons  of  •  their 
spears,  and  pieces  of  their  armour,  and 
fragments  of  their  shields,  on  which  parts  of 
their  devices  might  still  be  traced,  and  the 
grass  somewhat  dyed  with  the  effusion  of 
their  blood. 

Here  one  looked  at  the  other,  and  then  at 
himself;  and  every  one  well  beholding  himself 
•to  be  sound  of  body,  in  perfection  of  health, 
remained  awhile  silent  together,  in  a  great  ad- 
miration. Certes,  quoth  Floraman,  at  length, 
the  things  in  this  land  are  not  like  those  of 
other  lands :  here  was  our  battle,  and  from 
hence  we  were  taken  without  knowing  how 
it  ended  ;  and  as  it  seems  to  mc,  sir  Platir, 
these  knights  here  are  they  with  whom  we 
fought.  I  should  think  tllat  he  who  placed 
us  here  meant  us  to  finish  our  battle,  if  h^ 
had  left  us  arms  to  do  it ;  but  we  are  unpro- 
vided of  horse,  weapon,  ot  armour,  so  that 
I  know  not  what  his  intent  could  be.  Sirs, 
said  Platir  to  the  oth#t  twain/  if  you  know  • 
more  about  us  than  we  do  ourselves,  I  be- 
seech you  tell  us.  We  are  (answered  Pom«» 
2  B  2 
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pides>  in  such  an  uncertainty  of  ourselves, 
that  had  not  you  moved  the  question  when 
you  did,  myself  would  have  requested  the 
same  of  you.  ^ 

After  a  little  talk  passed  between  them,  they 
fell  into  knowledge  of  each  other  ;  for  each 
was  well  known  by  his  name,  according  to 
his  good  exploits ;  when  forgetting  their  for- 
mer enmity,  they  embraced  one  another,  and 
greatly  rejoiced  thai  they  had  so  happily 
met  unto  their  several  contentations.  To  break 
off  their  friendly  purposes  of  salutations,  they 
espyed  a  damsel  come  riding  towards  them, 
more  ugly  than  handsome,  mounted  on  a  bay 
palfrey,  attired  all. in  black,  and  her  counte- 
nance* betraying  a  sad  and  sorrowful  dispo- 
sition, \Vhen  she  was.  come  unto  them, 
restraining  the  bridle  of  her  horse,  and  well 
eying  them  awhile,  she  said,  Sirs,you  seem  to 
be  knights  who  have  lostyour  arms  by  some 
adventure ;  which  is  not  to  be  marvelled  at, 
seeing  that  there  are  so  many  in  this  land. 

Lady,  (answered  Blandidon,)  i%we  should 
rehears^  in  what  manner  our  mischance  bath 
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happened,  we  should  lose  the  time  necessary 
for  men  who  have  to  seek  them.  Admit, 
(quoth  the  damsel,)  myself  would  he  the 
means  to  provide  you  all  of  horses  and  ar- 
mour again,  would  you  grant  the  boon  I 
should  put  forth  unto  you?  Lady,  (answered 
Floraman,)  our  own  need,  and  the  duty  we 
owe  to  any  distressed  lady,  hath  wrought 
that  in  me,  and  I  am  sure  the  like  in  all  my 
fellows,  that  we  assent. . 

Every  one  confirming  what  Floraman  had 
promised,  the  damsel  departed,  returning  in 
short  time  with  four  esquires,  each  bearing 
a  bundle,  with  four  more,  that  led  four  goodly 
coursers,  all  of  one  colour  and  bigness.  Sirs^ 
said  she,  if  ye  fulfill  your  part  with  me  as  I 
do  with  you,  I  shall  have  nothing  to  complain 
of.  Then  she  gave  order  to  open  the  bundles, 
and  take  out  the  arms,  which  >yere  goodly 
ones  and  right  sumptuous,  not  differing  from 
one  another  in  colour  and  richness.  Each 
took  that  which  first  came  to  hand,  and  it  fitted 
him  as  though  it  had  been  made  for  him : 
four  shields  were  Ukewise  delivered  them,  the 
devices  whereof  you  shall  understand  here-* 
2b  3 
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after.  WTjen  they  were  armed  and  mounted 
on  horseback,  the  damsel  shewed  them  that 
they  must  accompany  her  three  or  four  days, 
in  which  time,  (through  their  assistance,)  she 
should  end  her  sorrows  and  grievous  mis- 
haps; giving  them  those  four  esquires  to  serve 
instead  of  them  which  were  lost ;  so  they 
departed  in  company  with  the  damsel. 

Here  we  will  leave  them,  and  return  to  the 
knight  of  Fortune,  who  past  the  time  away 
with  Daliarte,  to  his  heart's  content,  because 
the  sage,  as  one  from  whom  nothing  was 
concealed,  talked  to  him  of  bis  love,  and  of 
other  things  which  rejoiced  him;  yet  would 
he  not  let  him  understand  his  birth  and  pa- 
rentage, for  the  reason  whicli  you  have  heard. 
At  length  the  knight>  remembering  haw  long 
he  had  abode  there,  resolved  to  depart ;  and 
Daliarte,  who  knew  his  intention>told  him  he 
must  needs  do  so,  because  of  the  need  which 
that  country  had  of  his  aid .  So  he  gave  unto 
him  grey  arms  with  thorns  of  gold,  like  hi^ 
former  ones,  and  a  shield  and  device  of  For* 
tune,  as  before ;  and  one  morning  the  knight 
took  his  leave,  Daliarte  beseeching  him  to 
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remember  him  in  all  places  where  he  should 
stand  destitute  of  his  help,  for  there  he 
should  alway  find  him  to  serve  him* 

So  rode  the  kniorht  of  Fortune  towards 
the  ancient  and  famous  city  of  London,  de- 
sirous to  see  the  English  court,  the  fame 
whereof  was  blazed  through  the  whole  world. 
After  three  days  travel,  he  arrived  at  the 
house  of  an  ancient  gentleman,  which  was  by 
the  road  side,  two  leagues  from  the  city ;  and 
there  he  reposed  for  that  night,  conceiving 
great  pleasure  to  confer  with  his  host  (who 
loved  to  entertain  all  wandering  knights) 
about  the  estate  pf  that  country,  with  the 
noble  adventures  in  old  time  passed,  as  also 
at  that  present,  in  Great  Britain.  After  sup- 
per, while  they  were  conversing  thus,  there 
entered  through  the  gate  a  dame  of  middle 
age,  accompanied  with  a  child,  who  request- 
ed if  she  could  have  lodging  there  for  that 
night.  The  master  of  the  house,  whose 
custom  was  to  refuse  hospitality  to  none> 
commanded  her  a  cliamber,  and  offered  her 
ail  things  she  should  stand  in  need  of.  She, 
giving  thanks  to  her  friendly  host  for  his  so 
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great  courtesy,  came  and  sat  do^Ti  by  the 
mistress  of  the  house,  who  was  a  lady  of  good 
conversation.  The  knight  of  Fortune,  per- 
ceiving that  she  was  oppressed  with  some 
great  grief,  asked  her  if  she  did  not  bring 
with  her  some  heavy  cause  of  sorrow  :  for  so 
her  countenance  gave  token. 

The  dame  at  this  taking  occasion  to  behold 
him,  and  espying  hung  behind  his  back  the 
shield  of  Fortune,  so  much  esteemed  and 
fa 'Tied  through  all  countries,  cast  herself  at 
his  feet,  and  in  tears  began  this  sorrowful 
discourse :  I  perceive  the  anger  of  Fortune 
is  satisfied  with  the  formei*  injuries  that  she 
hath  executed  on  my  poor  self,  in  that  I  have 
found  the  knight  who  not  only  can,  but  (as 
I  hope)  will  end  my  miseries.  So  it  is,  (worthy 
sir,)  that  some  time  I  had  a  son,  ingenious  to 
every  exercise,  but  chiefly  well  nurtured  in 
martial  aft'airs  ;  and  had  his  fortune  agreed 
with  his  towardly  behaviour,  I  had  been  a 
matron  of  joy  where  I  am  now  the  mother 
of  misfortune.  It  so  chanced  this  my  son 
to  grow  amorous  of  a  young  beautiful  dam-i 
sel,  who  had  retained  in    favour    another 
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knight  before  my  son  was  admitted  h^r  ser- 
vant; but  such  was  her  affectioa  toward,  my 
son,  that  her  love  to  the  first  suitor  died 
with  cold,  and  she  esteemed  him  as  worthy 
of  her  good  will. 

This  perceived  in  the  sight  of  all,  was  not 
hid  from  the  knight,  who  began  greatly  to 
stomach  it;  and  finding  opportunity  fit  for  his 
purpose,  assailed  violently  my  son,  who  (not- 
withstanding the  danger  on  both  bides) 
brought  his  enemy  into  hazard  of  his  life,  and 
himself  the  better  into  his  lady's  liking.  But 
his  enemy,  greatly  resenting  the  first  loss  of 
love  and  this  after  defeature,  in  short  time 
brought  a  knight  attired  in  green  armour^ 
bearing  in  his  shield  the  portrait  of  a  savage 
man,  leading  in  his  hand  a  couple  of  lions  ; 
who  seeking  revenge  on  his  behalf,  my  son 
entered  combat  with  him ;  but  being  unable . 
to  cope  with  him,  it  availed  him  nothing  to 
yield  when  he  could  no  longer  fight,  for  this 
strange  knight,  not  contented  with  the  vic- 
tory, cruelly  cut  ofl:^  his  head,  and  gave  it  to 
his  mortal  enemy.  This  knight  is  so  dreaded 
by  all  for  his  great  valour,  that  never  yet 
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have  I  found  any  bold  enough  to  do  battle 
with  him  and  revenge  inv  untimely  loss; 
wherefore  I  determined  not  to  leave  my 
travel  till  I  had  found  you,  because  all  per- 
sons told  me  that  only  from  your  hands  could 
I  certainly  find  the  vengeance  which  I  de- 
sire. For  though  till  now  I  never  saw  you, 
tlie  device  upon  your  shield  tells  me  that  you 
are  that  famous  knight  of  Fortune,  renown-^ 
ed  in  all  countries. 

At  this,  as  it  was  not  his  nature  to  listen  to 
his  own  praise,  he  stayed  her  thus  :  Ho- 
noured lady,  the  compassion  which  I  feel  fpr 
your  tears  and  sorrow  is  such  as  constraineth 
me  to  believe  what  you  have  said.  Wherefore, 
though  there  be  not  that  in  me  which  you 
have  heard  reported,  I  grant  you  my  person 
to  revenge  your  wrongs,  if  this  knight  be 
where  it  can  be  effected ;  and  the  rather  for 
that  there  remaineth  a  controversy  between 
him  and  me  as  yet  unfinished ;  and  now  your 
mishap  shall  give  me  good  occasion  to  re- 
compense him  for  both  together,  if  I  knew  in 
what  place  to  find  him.  Sir,  (quoth  the  dame,) 
he  is  now  ia  the  city  of  London,  where  his 
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valour  is  held  in  such  estimation,  that  it  is 
spoken  of  as  a  miracle. 

The  knight  of  Fortune,  who  was  made  by 
these  words  the  more  desirous  of  meeting 
him  in  battle,  said  he  would  send  his  defiance 
on  the  next  morning  by  his  esquire,  and  if 
he  could,  revenge  her  and  satisfy  himself;  to 
which  the  dame  replied,  I  can  now  justify 
what  I  have  heard,  for  in  your  arms  and  per- 
son is  the  succour  of  those  who  need  it 
certain. 

The  master  of  the  house,  understanding 
that  his  guest  was  the  noble  knight  of  For- 
tune, esteemed  his  good  luck  more  than  he 
could  anyway  disclose;  wherefore  he  desired 
pardon  that  he  had  not  used  him  according 
as  his  famous  report  deserved,  and  that  his 
ignorance  might  serve  to  excuse  any  fauk 
committed.  This  honour,  he  said,  was  sufH- 
cient  requital  for  all  the  services  he  had  ever 
rendered  to  errant  knights ;  and  he  related 
manj  signal  exploits  of  the  knight  of  the 
Savage    Man:      which   the  more   incited 
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tile  knight  of  Fortune,  and  made  him 
eagerly  wish  the  day  was  come  in  which 
he  might  accomplish  his  heart's » desire. 
At  length,  he  befng  in  these  thoughts, 
they  brake  company,  and  depaFted  to 
their  lodgings.  The  knight  sustaining  small 
rest  in  his  bed,  when  tlie  clear  morning 
appeared,  arose,  and  armed  him  with  all 
speed.  The  dame  also,  who  had  slept  as 
little,  arose  also,  and  taking  leave  of  their 
host,  they  departed  towards  London.  And 
drawing  somewhat  near  the  city,  he  took  a 
gieat  pleasure  to  behold  the  brave  towers  and 
strong  edifices,  which  by  the  shining  of  the 
sun  gave  great  contentation  to  his  mind,  and 
urged  him  to  alight,  because  he  would  take 
good  view  thereof,  thinking  of  the  great 
fome  of  that  ancient  city.  So  long  he  stayed 
there,  till  he  supposed  the  aged  king  to  be 
risen,  when  he  rode  into  the  city;  where  both 
the  bravery  of  the  place,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  the  famous  exploits  there  begun 
and  finished  in  old  times,  provoked  him  to 
some  liaughty  attempt,  that  might  enroll 
his  name  among  the  number  of  those  that 
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were  held  in  high  estimation.  For  that  the 
report  of  noble  deeds  doth  urge  the  minds 
of  the  courageous  to  be  equal  with  those  who 
bear  most  commendation  of  their  approved 
valiancy.  And  this  is  the  good  fruit  of  ima- 
gination and  of  ancient  histories. 
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CHAPTER  S6. 


It  was  upon  a  Sunday  morning  that  the  knight 
of  Fortune  reached  the  city  of  London; 
where  in  those  days  was  all,  or  the  greater 
part  of  the  chivalry  of  the  world.  And  be- 
cause he  thought  that  he  could  not  do  battle 
till  after  dinner,  he  withdrew  himself  to  an 
hermitage,  where  after  he  had  heard  moss, 
he  was  desirous  to  see  the  ancient  monuments 
that  were  in  the  chapel,  which  for  the 
most  part  were  ruinated,  yet  some  of  them  re- 
mained in  good  estate  of  their  beauty.  A- 
mong  the  things  that  were  there  to  be  seen, 
the  knight  of  Fortune  beheld  an  ancient  se- 
pulchre, which  was  cunningly  framed  in 
workmanship,  albeit  long  continuance  of 
time  had  both  wasted  tod  dimmed  the  works 
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and  figmres  ther^of^  so  that  one  conld  hardly, 
discern* what  was  engraven  about  it.  Round 
about  it  were  Greek  letters  so  deadened  that 
be  could  only  r^ead  a  small  part  of  them^  which 
said,  Aroan  KING  of  Nokth  Wales,  Then 
knew  be  that  that  monument  had  remain- 
ed there  siiK^e  the  days  of  the  famous  king  Li- 
suarte,  lord  of  Great  Britain.  Upon  this  he 
ask-ed  the  hermit  whether  the  building  had 
not  in  former  times  been  larger  than  it  now 
was  i  To  which  demand  the  hermit  answered. 
Sir,  when  first  I  came  to  inhabit  this  place, 
which  is  thirty-four  years  since,  it  was  just  in 
the  same  estate  you  now  behold  it.  But  as  I 
have,  heard  of  many,  and  therefore  may  be 
bold  to  report  it,  when  the  infidels  invaded 
this  land,  they  did  utterly  ruinate  and  spoil 
it.  On  the  right  hand  is  another  tomby,  iii 
wluch  Don  Gmmedan  lies,  the  standaixl* 
bearer  of  king  Lisuarte ;  and  close  by  him 
lies  Don  Guilan  the  Pensive*.  I  must  see 
Im^rave,  quoth  the  knight  of  Fortune,  for  of 
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so  true  a  lover  there  can  be  nothing  but  what 
is  good. 


So  he  drew  nigh  to  these  two  monuments, 
which  were  near  the  door,  and  stood  looking 
at  them  a  while,  especially  at  Don  Guilan*s, 
to  whose  memory  he  was  gieady  affected. 
Then  came  into  his  mind  the  remembrance 
of  his  lady  Polinarda,  of  whom  it  was  now  so 
long  since  he  had  heard  any  tidings.  And  not 
being  able  to  bear  those  thoughts  at  this 
hour,  though  they  were  always  present  with 
him,  he  threw  himself  upon  the  tomb  which 
covered  the  bones  of  Guilan  the  Pensive, 
that  true  lover,  with  his  hands  and  face  upon 
the  grave,  silently  addressing  in  his  heart  a 
thousand  enamoured  words  to  her  who  did 
not  hear  them,  so  lost  to  all  other  things, 
that  both  the  hermit  and  the  dame  thought 
some  sickness  had  come  upon  him.  But  Sel- 
viam  told  them  not  to  marvel,  for  it  was  a 
malady  which  often  afflicted  him,  and  which 
none  knew  how  to  remedy.  The  knight  at 
length  recovering  himself,  perceived  the 
weakness  into  which  he  had  fallen;  and 
wiping  his  eyes  arose,   and  ^rove  with  a 
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dieesfol  9enii>Iaace  to  conceal  the  manifest 
socrow  ivfaich  yet  appeared  in  him.  Selviani 
gave  him  his  horse,  saying.  Remember,  sir, 
what  you  fcave  to  do,  and  with  whom  you 
isiav^  to  do  battle  this  day.  Do  not  waste  the 
day  in  aaiy  other  employ,  for  gre^t  part  of  it 
is  now  past.  Let  us  ^  then,  replied  the 
knight  of  Fortune ;  what  I  have  jast  suffered 
is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  that  whereof  thou 
remindest  n^e.  So  taking  his  leave  of  die 
hermit,  he  rode  toward  the  city,  taking  the 
dame  with  him ;  and  before  he  would  entar 
it,  called  Selviam,  and  telling  him  what  to 
doy  dispatched  him  forwardj  awaiting  his 
retwra  and  reply. 

$elviam  in  dtort  time  arrived  at  tiie  palace ; 
where  going  up  into  the  great  hall,  he  percei  v- 
^  the  king  was  newly  risenfrom  dinner,  walk-  * 
ing  with  his  loughts,  among  whom  and  nearest 
to  bis  person  was  the  most  right  valiant  knight 
tol  the  Savage  Man,  being  well  and  pescfectly 
cured  of  Ae  wounds  he  had  r^fWved  Ithen 
he  fonght  against  Graciano,  Franciau,  and 
PdinaMlo.  Selviam  made  his  way  throngii 
them  to  the  presence  of  the  king ;  where,  on 
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his  knee,  with  such  duty  as  is  required  in 
that  respect,  he  began  as  followeth :  Most 
puissant  prince,  the  knight  of  Fortune,  my 
lord,  by  me  kbses  your  royal  hands.  His 
intent,  he  saith,  was  never  to  come  co  your 
court  except  to  do  you  service ;  but  now  to 
redress  the  wrongs  of  a  dame  who  accompa- 
nieth  him  here,  he  is  constrained  to  defy  a 
knight  of  your  household,  called  he  of  the 
Savage  Man ;  and  he  beseeches  your  per- 
mission to  come  safely  and  perform  this 
battle,  as  is  to  be  expected  from  so  excel- 
lent a  prince.  The  king,  who  had  heard  the 
fame  of  the  knight  of  Fortune  to  be  such  as 
was  extolled  in  all  princes'  courts,  was  sorry 
that  his  arrival  should  move  such  a  request, 
and  would  willingly  have  denied  the  com- 
bat; but  the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  who 
perceived '  his  inclination,  came  before  him 
^nd  said.  This  is  not  a  mm  to  whom  it  can 
he  denied,  because  it  will  seem  that  fear  oc- 
f;asions  the  denial.  This  affair  is  mine ;  I 
beseech  y^u  to  graixt  his  request,  that  he 
may  have  liberty  of  battle  according  as  he 
ought,  otherwise  I  will  go  to  him,  as  well  to 
satisfy  his  desire  as  my  own. 
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The  king>  seeing  he  could  do  no  otherwise^ 
returned  Selviam  with  this  answer :  Tell  thy 
lord  I  am  sorry  he  should  come  to  my  court 
with  any  occasion  of  displeasure ;  yet  seeing 
bis  demand  standeth  with  the  law  of  arms> 
which  I  can  no  way  justly  deny,  I  grant  him 
free  leave,  securing  him  from  all  except  him 
-whom  he  seeks,  from  whom  I  know  not  that 
he  can  be  secured. 

With  this  message  Selviam  returned  to  his 
master,  who  thereupon  presently  made  his 
entrance,  armed  at  all  points.  Many  went 
put  to  see  him,  for  the  news  of  his  coming 
was  bruited  abroad  every  where.  Entering 
the  open  space  before  the  palace,  he  made 
obeisance  to  the  king,  who  was  at  a  window 
of  Flerida*s  apartment,  because  he  wished 
her  to  see  the  battle,  as  it  was  between  two 
of  the  most  famous  and  best  knights  in  the 
world.  All  the  field  and  the  windows  and 
houses  round  about  the  lists  were  full,  for 
the  citizens  repaired  thither  to  behold  this 
combat,  which  was  so  suddenly  noised 
abroad;  so  that  the  place  was  filled  with 
abundance  of  people,    Presently  in  cam^ 
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die  knight  of  the  Savage  Man^  armed  mkis 
own  arms  an<l  with  his  wonted  device,  aH 
being  «o  new  that  only  yetteitkty  they  htA 
been  finished  by  the  armoiuier.  He  wm 
accompanied  with  mmiy  knija^ts  and  noble 
gentlemen;  Argokutte  bnmght  his  spear, 
and  Don  Rostrani  de  h.  Bmnda  his  shield. 
He  coming  np  to  die  knight  of  Foitane, 
said  to  him,  I  know  not,  sir  knight,  w^it 
should  be  the  cause  of  your  challenge,  but 
thb  I  know,  diat  to  my  mind  it  is  the  great- 
est favwiryott  could  possibly  confer  upon 
me.  He  of  Fortune  reptied,  he  who  hath 
so  mercilessly  slain  one  diat  did  not  deserve 
<kad),  ou^t  not  to  marvel  if  be  finds  one  to 
chastise  him.  This  dame  complaineth  again^ 
you ;  yon  must  satisfy  her  in  what  she  re- 
qnireth^  otherwise  here  am  I  who  will  take 
for  her  that  atonement  which  she  desires 
and  yoa  deserve.  Neither  to  tlAs  dttne, 
(qnodi  the  knight  <rf  the  Savage  Man,)  norto 
any  other,  have  I  ever  done  that  for  the 
-which  I  should  deserve  to  be  thns  accused; 
but  since  the  battle  is  to  be  ^ith  you  I  shall 
give  no  reason  why  it  might  be  excused* 
So  parting  themselves  to  fetch  their  csuteerj 
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at  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  they  met  bravely 
together  with  all  the  force  that  their  horses 
could  carry;  their  lances  were  broken  in 
pieces,  their  shields  pierced,  and  they  past 
by  each  other  as  men  who  had  not  received 
an  encounter.  Presently  they  took  other 
spears,  for  he  of  Fortune  besought  him  that 
he  would  joust  again ;  and  thus  they  ran  a 
second  and  a  third  career,  the  meeting  being 
such  as  it  seemed  impossible  that  any  could 
*  sustain,  yet  neither  able  to  stir  the  other. 
When  they  saw  they  could  not  dismount  one 
another,  they  took  their  swords  and  charged 
each  other  with  such  politique  behaviour  in 
their  fight,  that  it  was  marvellous  to  hear' 
what  commendations  were  given  them.  They 
laid  at  each  other  without  mercy  as  if  there 
had  been  great  reason  for  this  rigorous  enmity, 
each  now  putting  forth  finer  force  and  practis- 
ing more  skilfully  than  he  had  ever  till  now 
done,  because  never  till  now  had  they  found 
All  their  art  and  all  their  strength  so  needful. 
One  strove  for  victory  over  the  other,  that 
he  might  thereby  win  to  himself  the  fame  of 
the  other's  exploits ;  and  this  earnest  desire  in 
email  space  of  time  brought  them  to  such 
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state  that  their  arms  wered^&oti.*d)edjaiKitheir 
horses  so  weak  and  w^eaiy  with  toil  and  with 
their  burdeasj  that  they  could  no  kmger  bear 
their  riders.  Then  tL^  koights  al^ted^  aiid 
tbea  the  battk  becitoe  mo«e  £earful  «Bd  vi- 
gorous :  for  sow  they  coald  <2lose  ittore  at 
pleasare.  Tlie  king^wo^^  they  who  saw  the 
cruelty  of  this  batde^  oould  iU  tell  to  whkfa 
the  victory  woald  likely  lall ;  nekher  did  tbey 
think  that-eidier  co^  possibly  «8oape^  if  it 
were  sotfsred  to  conUnae  to  ihe  end.  fof 
their  «bidds  wi^re  shivered  all  in  ]^eqe^  their 
armoor  broken^  that  tbfe  flesh  suffered  for  it. 
Aad  iiaw>  as  they  had  long  been  fighting, 
tb^  separated  for  a  "while  to  recover 
atiangth  and  breath  for  prosecuting  the  bat- 
tle. Each  looked  at  himself,  and  each  see- 
ing his  annour  so  brokoay  and  such  a  stnxig  - 
«nemy  before  him,  loiew  not  what  to  expect, 
except  that  this  day  was  the  last  of  his  lile. 
little  time  had  they  taken  breath  when  they 
turned  again  to  battle,  not  bei^  able  to 
brook  deby  •  And  now,  becauae  they  had  oo 
defence,  tihey  wounded  each  other  so  mortd^ 
ly  that  the  field  was  all  dyed  with  their  blood, 
and  it  seemed  9a  if  none  could  be  left  in  tfaeif 


,y  Google 


S99 

bodies.  Sometimes  they  grappled^  putting 
out  all  their  strength  to  overthrow  one  an» 
other :  this  was  in  vain^  and  the  strength  which 
they  exerted  only  made  their  wounds  wider 
than  the  sword  had  done.  The  day  was 
waning  fast ;  neither  had  the  advantage  of 
the  other  in  strength^  but  both  so  e<^al  that 
it  could  not  be  judged  who  was  the  likest  of 
victory.  The  princess  Flerida^  who  beheld 
them  through  the  bars  of  the  window, 
grieving  at  their  great  effusion  of  blood,  de- 
parted in  such  heaviness  as  if  she  had 
known  it  to  be  the  blood  of  her  sons,  that 
was  so  crudly  spilt.  The  king  with  all  his 
courtly  attendants  was  stru^ken  into  such 
amaze  when  he  saw  them  take  their  swords 
again,  that  he  thought  the  flower  of  all  chi- 
valry was  there  present  before  him,  and  no 
former  battles,  neither  of  knights  nor  giants, 
worthy  to  be  held  any  longer  in  remem- 
brance. 

At  last  both  separated  again,  for  they  could 
no  longer  continue  without  rest.  And  now 
it  was  believed  that  neither  could  possibly 
escape.    Tlie  ^night  of  flat  Savage  Man 


,y  Google 


300 

seeing  himself  destitute  of  shield  and  ar- 
mour^ his  sword  notched  and  blunted, 
his  strength  failing  him,  so  that  he  could 
scarce  lift  his  arms,  and  remembering  with 
how  mighty  an  enemy  he  had  to  deal,  began 
to  apprehend  death ;  yet  not  so  as  to  prevent 
him  from  dying  as  became  him  ;  for  this  ap- 
prehension depriveth  not  brave  men  of  their 
nature.  Said  he  to  himself,  I  die  in  the 
flower  and  prime  of  mine  age,  and  repine 
not  that  it  is  so  soon,  but  because  death  will 
not  leave  me  time  to  repay  the  king  and  Fle- 
rida  the  bounty  which  they  have  shown  me, 
nor  to  try  the  adventure  which  hath  enda- 
\  maged  so  many  good  knights,  whereto  I  did 
ever  bend  mine  aflfection,  as  the  only  enter- 
prize  to  win  me  renown,  and  to  be  the  end 
of  my  life  or  of  my  victories;  but  I  will  yet 
so  behave  myself  upon  mine  enemy,  as  when 
he  hath  won  the  uttermost  he  shall  not  boast 
of  his  conquest ;  and  such  a  writ  will  I  deliver 
him  to  seal,  as  shall  crave  no  other  signet 
Ijut  his  life's  blood. 

In  like  manner  the  knight  of  Fortune  stood 
debating  with  himself,  as  well  upon  his  pre- 
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sent  danger  as  also  bis  fore-passed  dolour^ 
not  forgetting  his  lady  Polinarda,  to  whom, 
as  had  she  been  present,  be  said  within  him- 
self. Lady,  now  is  the  time  in  which  I  need 
your  aid :  if  it  doth  not  succour  me  now, 
there  will  never  be  another  occasion  for  me  to 
request  it.  This  man  is  not  like  other  men, 
and  tberefore  you^  help  and  all  my  force  are 
needed  against  him. 

Then  fell  they  to  the  combat  again,  not  able 
to  charge  one  another  so  fiercely  as  at  the 
first,  yet  more  determinately  than  ever,  la- 
bouring earnestly  to  end  their  strife.  The 
blows  which  they  dealt  were  now  less  deadly, 
because  their  swords  had  lost  their  edge;  but 
what  they  had  already  done  was  such  that 
no  other  knights  could  have  borne  a  third 
part  of  it.  The  king,  not  able  to  bear  the 
sight,  came  down  into  the  lists,  accompanied 
by  man}^  of  his  ancient  lords,  meaning  to 
r^parate  them,  for  the  sorrow  ittv^ould  be  to 
lot  perish  the  two  best  knights  that  ever  he 
had  seen.  But  such  was  their  desire  of  vic- 
tory, and  so  courageous  their  minds  in  the 
nudst  of  most  danger,  their  eovetousDess.of 
2d 
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hbnonr  so  greats  and  their  reason  so  blinded, 
that  they  would  give  no  ear  to  his  persim** 
sion ;  but  losing  all  sense  of  obedience,  feB  u> 
again^  in  such  close  battle  that  witb  tbe  hilts 
of  their  swords  they  battered  and  thrust  at 
each"  others'  helmets,  driving  through  to  the 
head.  The  sun  was  now  set,  and  neither  had 
any  vantage  over  the  other,  except  that  the 
knight  6f  Fortune's  arms  were  less  destroyed 
than  his  enemy's.  The  king,  who  could  not 
be  at  peace  widi  himself,  went  to  the  cham^ 
her  of  Flerida.  Daughter^^  said  he,  if  Don  Du- 
ardos  be  living,  and  may  t^  delivered  by  the 
.  valour  of  any  earthly  creature,  there  is  not  a 
man  in  the  world  by  whom  his  deliverance  can 
be  eflfected  unless  it  be  one  of  these  knights, 
who  are  now  on  the  point  of  losing  their  lives. 
1  beseech  you  for  mercy's  iake  go  and  sepa- 
rate them.  They  will  not  give  over  for  me, 
and  unless  they  do,  both  must  perish,  and  the 
hope  be  dead  for  ever  which  I  have  till  now 
cherished.  The  princess,  who  since  the  ab- 
sence of  her  lord,  bad  never  come  abroad, 
but  alway  kept  her  chamber  in  her  wonted 
sorrow,  though  she  was  right  loath  to  break 
her  accustomed  seclusion,  yet  at  the  request 
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ef  the  ftged  king  came  she  down,  sud  alto  b«* 
cause  the  trouble  which  she  felt  for  her  own 
blood  incited  her.  So  dowa  into  the  sqaave 
she  weu^  the  king  leading  her  by  the  hand^ 
and  four  damsels  attired  all  in  black  attend- 
ing on  her>  herself  apparelled  also  in  black 
doth  of  coaise  texture,  conformable  to  her 
affliction^  on  her  head  the  coif  of  a  holy 
woman"*^  which  came  over  her  eyes;  yet  being 
#till  as  beautifttl  as  in  the  days  of  her  joy. 

The  surprise  at  seeing  her  in  the  palace 
square  was  so  greats  and  the  noise  and  tumult 
auch,  that  the  knights  forbore  their  strife  to 
see  what  it  might  be.  Flerida  went  up  to 
theoiy  and  came  to  the  knight  of  Fortune^ 
and  took  him  by  the  sleeve  of  his  mail,  say- 
ing, I  beseech  you,  knight,  if  you  hold  your- 


*  Vitma  leutilka  tie  *pam.  \  titcd  not  sty  how  difBcnlt, 
tMT  impossible  h  IS  to  fiad  cqvivalem  terms  in  English  for  fo- 
reign afticlcs  of  (kesi*  The  phmse  in  the  Migiaal  is  rcmark- 
abla  for  this  reason  that  vassa  seems  to  signify  the  materials 
of  the  beatilha,  not  the  fashion  $  and  in  that  case  the  word 
is  wrongly  coDgccturcd  iti  the  Eluddario  Portvgue:^  to  mean 
«hood  or  ermU 
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w]{  bound  at  any  time  to  do  aught  for  so  : 
fortunate  a  woman  as  myself,  that  it  may  be 
to  leave  off  from  this  battle^  by  which  nothing 
can  be  gained  except  the  peril  of  both  your 
lives. 

The  knight  of  Fortune  fixed  his  eyes  npon 
her,  and  perceiving  her  to  resemble  the  coun* 
tenance  of  his  fair  Polinarda,  so  to  the  life 
that  he  could  have  thought  that  it  had  beea 
her  very  self;  he  humbled  himself  on  his 
knee,  with  these  words:  Lady,  this  com* 
bat  is  that  which  of  all  others  I  most  desired 
to  finish ;  but  1  desist  from  it  because  I  serve 
you  in  so  doing,  and  the  honour  may  remain 
to  the  knight,  as  in  truth  he  hath  well  deserved. 

That  (quoth  the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man) 
I  do  not  wish,  except  when  I  gain  it;  and  if 
you  desire  to  have  done,  I  confess  that  I  de- 
sire so  also :  since  you  do  what  the  lady  He- 
rida  requires,  ill  would  it  become  me  to  do 
otherwise,  who  am  hers,  and  in  duty  bound 
to  obey  her.  Flerida  thanked  them  for  their 
words,  and  returned  to  her  apartment,  httle 
knowing  that  this  was  not  the  first  time  they 
h«id  received  life  from  her. 
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Then  the  king,  not  a  little  pleased  at  this 
good  events  commanded  the  kni^tB  should 
be  bron^t  into  his  pal^Lce.  But  the  kni|^ 
of  Fortmie  would  not  accept  the  king's  offeir 
at  that  time>  being  in  truth  ashamed  that  he 
liad  with  so  little  respect  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
fais  interposition ;  and  seeing  near  him  his 
host  who  had  entertained  him  tlie  last  night> 
and  was  now  come  to  behold  the  battle^  of 
him  he  again  requested  hospitality.  So  his 
host  carried  him  to  the  apartment  of  a  friend^ 
cmd  binding  up  his  wounds,  placed  him  on  a 
little  carr,  on  which  he  was  borne  to  his 
house ;  where  such  provision  was  ordained 
for  him,  that  by  the  help  of  the  gentleman's 
daughter,  who  was  marvellous  expert  in  the 
art  of  medicine,  his  weak  estate  was  relieved 
into  indifferent  good  plight.  Nothing  could 
he  learn  of  the  dame  who  was  the  cause  of 
this  combat.  It  was  said,  that  so  soQn  as  they 
had  entered  the  fight,  she  secretly  shrunk 
away  through  the  press,  so  that  they  could 
gain  no  knowledge  of  her. 

The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man  was  conduct- 
ed to  his  chamber,  where  he  had  such  great 
2d3 
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attendance  in  the' curing  of  his  wounds^  as 
by  any  means  they  could  devise  what  might 
best  serve  for  remedy.  For  never  were  his 
hurts  so  dangerous  as  those  that  he  had  re- 
ceived at  that  combat,  nor  his  life  in  greater 
hazard  then  it  was  at  this  present;  which 
made  the  princess  so  diligent  about  him, 
that  she  enterprised  as  much  as  the  simplest 
that  had  any  occasion  to  travail  for  his  health. 
But  the  king  and  all  they  of  his  household,  re- 
gretted that  the  knight  of  Fortune  would  not 
accept  lodging  in  his  palace,  where  he  also 
might  have  been  honourably  attended. 
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CHAPTER    37. 


It  is  written  in  the  ancient  Chronicles  of  Eng- 
land from  whence  this  history  hath  been  taken^ 
that  Eutropa  the  enchantress,  and  aunt  to  the 
giant  Dramuziando,  seeing  her  castle  well, 
stored  with  good  knights,  and  fearing  the 
time  drew  nigh  to  prevent  her  wicked  pmr- 
pose,  she  sought  to  set  such  discord  among 
the  knights  that  were  lately  arrived  in  Eng. 
land,  as  they  should  without  knowledge  spoil 
the  lives  of  each  other.  For  to  this  end  tmd 
purpose  she  framed  her  intent,  that  if.  she 
could  execute  her  will  on  the  courageous 
knight3  who  endeavoured  themselves  in 
the  search  of  the  strayed  princes,  holding 
some  prisoners,  procuring  the  othjErs  to  be 
felain^  so  that  the  world  should  be  destitate 
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of  tbem ;  then  would  she  acquaint  the  lords 
of  the  pagans  therewith^  who  might  theu 
with  little  difficulty  ruinate  and  spoil  all  the 
dominions^  and  be  lords  over  ail  the  king- 
doms aud  countries  of  Christendom. 

The  better  to  bring  her  devices  to  pass, 
she  sent  damsels  continually  abroad  through 
the  circuit  of  Great  Britain^  to  set  strife  and 
dissention  between  all  trav^lUng  knights; 
I  and  the  damsels  were  so  diligent  in  tbeit 
mistress's  command^  that  (hey  daily  brought 
many  good  knights  into  hazard  and  danger, 
as  you  hare  partly  beard,  and  shall  do  here* 
after.  One  of  these  damsels  was  the  occa- 
sion of  the  combat  between  PoBnardo  and 
the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man;  the  reiy 
same  damsel  was  she  who  made  the  battk 
between  Qnistaldo  and  Pramiante  bis  bro* 
ther.  Another  brought  the  horses  and  «r* 
mour  to  the  prince  Platir  mid  his  cooipa- 
nions*  The  dame  was  also  another  who  set 
the  strife  between  the  knight  of  Fortune  and 
the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man :  for  this  wo* 
nan  had  tears  at  her  conmiand,  and  snob 
subtle  reports  Sot  the  service  of  heroiistresSj 
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that  she  was  chiefly  beloved  and  esteemed 
with  Eutropa. 

The  knights  that  were  lately  come  from 
Constantinople^  and  remained  a  while  for 
their  pleasure  in  the  English  courts  were 
noWj  after  this  great  battle  had  been  fought^ 
ready  to  take  their  departure^  and  to  seek 
adventures.  So  some  disguised  theit  ar- 
']:nour  and  changed  the  devices  of  their 
shields^  least  they  should  be  knowik;  and 
all  separatingj  put  themselves  ip  travel  which  ^ 
way  they  were  informed,  to  find  the  castle ' 
of  the  giant  Dramuziancjo.  So  ^  that  by 
reason  of  this  disguise,  it  many  times  for- 
tuned that  friends  encountered,  and  were 
brought  to  great  peril  of  their  lives  before 
they  discovered  each  other.  But  because 
it  would  be  long  to  relate  the  adventures 
which ,  each  separately  went  through,  I  will 
not  fill  the  paper  with  ,the  deeds  of  others, 
and  so  leave  unrelated  those  of  him  from 
whom  the  book  taketh  its  najfne.  Never- 
theless, because  a  battle  in  which  they  were 
well  nigh  all  present,  is  one  of  the  chief^t 
and  most  famous  things  which  fell  out  in  those 
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days,  I  wiQ  relnte  cbe  mi^aer  of  it,  ti^ch  it 
would  be  error  to  overpass.  Hie  danMek 
whom  Eutropa  sent  out,  each  using  subtlety 
with  tei^  and  lying  stbiies  v^idtk  eraved 
help  Ibr  some  j\M  tkvm,  had  todught  aB 
these  young  knights  oC  th«  emperor** 
court,  into  the  field  where  ibt  i:adtk  ttood) 
severing  them  into  two  companteB,  tile  river 
running  between  them  \  where  thetr  tenii 
were  pitched  about  two  bow-diots  asunder, 
like  two  eamps,  as  though  they  had  deter^ 
mined  to  fijht  amain  battle.  On  the  oae side 
was  prince  Graciano,  Onistaldo,  and  Drami- 
ante,  Francian,  PoHnardo,  Trcmoraa,  Glari- 
balte  of  Hungary,  Vasiliardo,  Frisol,  Luy- 
manes  of  Burgundy,  Dridcm,  son  to  May- 
ortes,  the  Great  Khan,  Flaminiano,  and  Esme^ 
iraldo  the  Fair :  on  the  other  «ide  was  the 
prince  Beroldo,  Estsrelante,  Germam  of  Orle«- 
anee,  Don  Rosud,  Belisarte,  Ooarim,  Tene- 
bror,  Rocandor,  Pompides,  Platir,  Floraman, 
Blandidon,  and  Crispian  of  Macedonia. 
Neither  could  teU  what  the  other  were,  yet 
cither  party  were  so  well  contented  to  find 
themselves  met  together,  that  each  thou^it 
the  othef  side  most  needs  be  weaker  diaa  his 
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owa.  At  kst^  fbrdi  of  the  castle  came  two 
dames^  the  one  accompanied  like  s^  person  of 
great  gravity,  the  other  having  ao  body 
with  her  but  a  child.  She  went  to  the  pa- 
viUona  next  the  castle^  and  the  other  to 
priiLce  Graciano  i^d  his  compimy  that  were 
oo  the  farther  side  of  the  river. 

After  she  was  come  into  the  presence  of 
the  princes,  and  very  gently  and  courteously 
entertained,  adl  being  seated  under  a  tree 
around  about  which  the  tents  were  pitched^ 
preparing  herself  to  a  deceitful  course,  and 
intermeddling  her  talk  with  tears,  she  began 
in  this  manner :  Sir  knights,  the  renown  of 
of  your  noble  deeds  and  continual  fame  of 
your  well  employed  knighthood,  is  sufficient 
to  confound  all  such  as  swell  against  lionour- 
ttble  duty.  Well  then  may  they  whose  bare 
report  affrayeth  their  enemies,  dismay  them 
with  their  own  persons.  This  castle  which 
you  here  bchold,'doth  belong  to  me  that  have 
lived  in  it,  both  a  heavy  and  happy  time  ;  in 
that  in  times  past  I  have  been  better  ac- 
qoiunted  with  pleasant  conceits,  as  they  to 
uhom  my  misfortunes  are  known  can  wit^^ 
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ness  the  great  alteration  of  my  former  e&tate. 
Tortune  gave  me  a  daughter  to  be  the  only 
heiress  of  my  great  patrimony,  and  nature,  for 
my  farther  evil,  made  her  so  perfect  in  beau- 
ty, so  pure  in  modesty,  so  precise  of  her  per- 
sonage, and  so  exquisite  in  her  usual  beha- 
viour, that  great  hath  been  the  intreaty  of 
many  honourable  personages  to  have  her  in 
marriage  ;  which  I  long  time  denied,  not 
daring  to  make  choice  of  one  above  all  the 
other,  because  of  the  contention  which  I 
knew  would  ensue.  At  length,  however,  I 
consented  to  her  espousal.  This  being 
known  to  a  knight  who  had  long  time  been 
a  suitor,  he  now  presumeth  upon  his  strength 
to  take  her  from  me  by  force  ;  in  sign  where- 
of (pointing  to  the  pavilions  of  the  other 
knights  on  the  farther  side  of  the  river,)  be- . 
hold  where  he  hath  placed  his  tents  to  invade 
my  castle;  and  through  the  help  of  his 
friends,  pur  pose  th  to  ruinate  this  mine  an- 
cient dwelling,  and  to  use  violence  to l>er  who 
is  betrothed  to  another.  When  I  considered 
there  was  no  means  to  remedy  the  necessity 
of -my  case,  but  either  to  keep  my  hold,  and 
there  be    famished,  or  yield  myself  to  mj 


,y  Google 


SIS 

foes,  and  so  be  dishonoured,  I  sent  my 
damsels  to  seek  succour  for  me ;  at  whose 
request  yoi^  are  hei-e  arrived  in  this  place, 
where  you  may  behold  my  usurping  enemy, 
and  the  great  danger  I  stand  in  of  the  hard 
award  of  fortune.  And  once  more  have  I 
sent  that  dame  whom  you  saw  come  out  of 
the  castle  with  me,  by  way  of  in  treaty,  to 
will  them  break  up  their  siege,  and  not  to 
trouble  me  for  her  whom  they  cannot  have. 
But  such  is  the  great  malice  of  this  knight, 
and  his  intent  linked  to  such  an  extreme  pur- 
pose, that  I  doubt  neither  gentleness  may 
intreat  him,  nor  fair  demeanor  serve  to  per- 
suade him.  Wherefore,  noble  sirs,  as  you 
respect  the  honour  of  an  oppressed  virgin, 
and  the  oath  that  your  knighthood  hath 
avouched  in  this  behalf,  stand  now  her 
friend  who  is  void  of  all  defence,  and  main- 
tain her  cause,  which  will  be  for  your  re- 
nown for  ever. 

She  having  ended  her  coined  protestation,  at 
last  the  prince  Graciano,  (they  having  refer-* 
red  all  to  his  disposition)  thus  shaped  hit 
answer:  Lady,  since  this  honourable  com- 
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paay  have  iq^^ut^  me  (unworthy)  to  ajn* 
9wer  on  their  behalf^  and  that  we  are  per- 
suaded you  would  not  inform  us  of  any  mis* 
report;  thus  I  dare  warrant  for  them  all, 
that  yon  shall  fiind  them  as  ready  to  defend 
you,  as  your  enemy  dare  presume  any  way 
to  molest  you.  The  dame  hearing  the  an- 
swer to  be  such  as  served  iit  fprher  purpose^ 
gave  them  all  hearty  thanks,  and  calling  her 
tears  again  into  rem^emhrance,  urged  the 
knights  to  such  pity,  that  they  gr^tly  de- 
sired to  enter  combat  with  the  other  com- 
pany. And  now  the  other  dame  came  from 
the  opposite  pavilions,  and  said  to  her.  La* 
dy,  the  enemy  to  your  honour,  and  friend  to 
his  own  damage,  will  agree  to  notiiing  but 
battle,  affirming  that  he  will  soon  show  you 
the  weakness  of  your  succours. 

These  words  urged  Onistaldo  unto  such  an- 
ger, he  being  hasty  by  nature,  that  he  pre- 
sently exclaimed,  I  wish  we  were  engaged, 
that  they  might  receive  the  chastisement  of 
their  peremptory  brag^.  We  are  so  near  it, 
cried  Vasiliardo,  that  I  fear,  sir  Onistaldo^ 
he  will  fare  the  worse  for  your  auger.    Then 
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Francian  was  de^imus  to  ee&d  them  Iftfi'* 
ance ;  but  this  the  datne  pt^ereiited/  least  her 
de|iliDf2:s  should  be  espied^  sajrrog,  she  woiiU 
send  oQce  more  to  will  them  to  depart 
presently,  whereto  if  they  made  denial^  she 
besought  them  to  be  ready  armed  for  the 
fight.  The  other  dame  thtu  reUiroed  to  the 
opposite  pavilions. 

There,  when  at  her  first  going  «sbe  bad  told 
a  false  tale  how  those  odier  knights  were 
about  to  take  away  her  lady's  castle  wrong- 
fiiUy,  prince  ploraman  having  well  pon* 
dered  her  words,  returned  this  answer :  Al- 
beit our  duty  is  to  defend  any  distressed  per- 
son, more  especially  any  injured  lady,  yet 
ere  we  bound,  ere  we  begin  hastily,  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  cause :  for  that  the 
rightfiil  cause  hath  always  the  victory. 
Wherefore  we  will  first  know  if  your  reports 
be  of  truth  or  no,  lest  we  enter  into  such 
defeots,  as  we  may  perhaps  repent  us. 

But  th^  the  damsel  who  had  given  arm^ 

and  horses  in  the  valley  to  him  and  Pom- 

|>ide8^  Blandidon  and  PUtir,  on  coadttion 
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Ahiit  they  shouM  gra^t  her  a  hocm,  and  who 
was  there  present,  replied.  Remember,  sir 
knight,  when  you  and  your  companions  stood 
in  need  of  my  aid,  I  looked  for  no  excuse  in 
granting  it.  This  dame  speaks  truly,  and 
this  is  the  boon  which  I  required  of  you ;  see 
now  thai  you  perfonn  it,  as  I  performed  the 
condition  on  my  part.  Trust  me,  (cried  Pla- 
tir)  these  are  not  persons  who  would  deceive 
jus:  Tell  us,  lady,  doth  your  enemy  still  re- 
v^n  resolute  in  his  determination;  if  so  we 
.will  do  that  for  which  we  came  here;  and 
albeit  my  companions  should  deny  to  aid 
you  as  they  .have  avouched,  yet  will  I  abide 
by  you  to  the  death. 

What,  sir  Platir,  cried  Beroldo,  prince  of 
Spain,  think  you  that  we  would  stand,  by  and 
behold  you  in  danger !  Lady,  see  you  if  yon* 
der  knights  will  desist  from  their  tortuous 
enterprise ;  and  if  they  refuse,  we  are  then 
at  your  service.  It  was  then  that  the  crafty 
dame  crost  over  to  her  accomplice  in  the  op- 
posite tents ;  from  whence  now  returning  all 
in  tears,  she  cried.  Now  sirs,  your  quarrel  is 
of  mgre  force  than  before :  for  they  having 
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my  lady  and  mistress  in  their  hold,  have 
vowed  not  to  let  her  depart^  without-  she 
will  render  to  them  her  castle.  And  more- 
over, they  send  you  defiance,  saying,  that 
they  are  ready  to  deal  with  you,  if  you  dare 
come  forth,  either  to  defend  the  cause  of 
tnj  lady,  or  to  make  proof  of  your  own 
courage. 

As  the  hearts  of  young  men  are  easily  ex- 
cited, without  farther  deliberation  they  be- 
gan to  take  arms  and  equip  their  horses ; 
and  they  of  the  other  camp  seeing  their  ^ 
ipeadines^,  prepared  im  like  mann^  as  fast  as 
tkey  could  -,  tittle  knowing  the  nearness  of 
blood,  and  what  is  more^  tlie  near  friend- 
ship tiiere  was  between  uieni  and  these  whom 
lAiey  were  about  to  engage  in  battle.  In-  \ 
«teail  of  this  knowledge,  friecid  Was  now  so 
emuiigeA  against  Ariend,  kinsman  against 
kiftsm^il,  and  brother  against  brother  at  tbb 
lioor,  that  notbiftg  short  of  the  death  of  all, 
fdt  of  the  most  part  of  them,  was  lo  be  k>oked 
ibr.  Hii*  was  the  etffeet  of  listening  too 
easily  lo  Itee  feir  seeming  of  a  fyiag  tojigue, 
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CHAPTER  38. 


Now  that  the  dames  had  thus  well  woven 
their  &lsbood^  they  departed^  leaving  the 
knights  on  both  side9  horsed  and  armed^  in 
.readiness  to  enter  the  battle.  Now  because 
they  had  so  changed  their  armour,  and  the 
devices  of  their  shields,  that  they  had  no 
knowledge  one  of  another,  the  manner  of 
each  shall  be  related,  as  also  that  .6f  person* 
ages  so  signal  as  these,  nothing  may  remain 
unsaid.  The  prince  Graciano  was  attired  ia 
green  armour,  quartered  with  white,  and 
over  it  a  foliage  of  the  same  colours;  in  bis 
shield  he  bare  ^  leopard.  Onistaldo  bad  his 
armour  black,  made  with  plates  of  steel  in 
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the  manner  of  scales,  after  a«faew  and  -arlifi- 
cial  device;  and  in  his  sliield  he  bare  a  sea 
argent  in  an  azure  field.     His  brother  Dra-i 
miante.was  armed  in  the' same  manner,  sav- 
ing that  he  bore  in  his  shield  ae  starry  sky* 
The  armour  of  Vasiliardo  Was  green,  thick 
beset  with  lions  of  gold,  bearing  in  his  shield 
for  his  device  an  eagle  with  bloody  talons. 
Francian  bad  his  armour  resembling  little 
flames  of  fire  ;  in  his  shield  likewise  a  fire  in 
a  field  sable^  so  to  the' life  that  it  seemed  as  if 
they  were  indeed  flames,  which  yet  did  not 
bum  him.     Dridem  was  armed  in  black  and 
yellow,  with  grey  griffins  thereon,  bearing  in 
his  shield  the  tower  of  Babylon,  drawn  from 
the  life  in  a  field  sanguine.     Polinardo  had 
his  armour  of  a  sandy  colour,  whereon  wa^ 
painted  many  broken  spears,  in  token  he 
ha4  lost  the  victory  against  the  noble  Flora- 
man>  when,  be  adventured  for  the  beauty  of 
fair  Polinardo ;  and  having  for  his  device  in 
his   shield,   a  spear 'broken   in  the    midst. 
Frisol  had  his  armour  red,  with  black  joints; 
and  in  his  shield  a  lion  rampant  in  a  field  or. 
Tremoiian  was  attired  in  a  carnatioh  coloured 
armour^  beset  with  silver  pelicans;  and  tli6 
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Add  arrows  itt  his  band.  Luymaneft  i»f  Buf* 
giQttdy^  and  Glanbalie  of  Hutigary^  had 
theit  armour  white,  and  goldea  fruit  of  tha 
arbotutt  in  a  gratft  fidd  upon  th^r  fthields. 
Fkminiano  and  Bsmeraldo  theFair,  bad  tbeire 
tnulberry-eolour  and  red,  with  gold  fiacb^  of 
many  colours ;  atid  in  their  shields  ^tue  resem^ 
blasce  of  a  thick  cloud  in  a  field  of  silver. 

The  knights  oa  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
were  in  like  matwer  bravely  harnessed,  giv^ 
\ng  shew  to  their  enemia  of  their  haughty 
county.  Prince  BeroUo  wore  his  amour 
black,  whereon  was  cunningly  bespraul  siU 
ver  tears,  and  in  his  shield  a  body  vent  in 
pieces.  ]>oo  Roeuel,  and  Balisarte  his  bro*- 
ther,  came  in  armour  of  gretn  and  camatiois 
colour,  checquert^  like  a  ehess  board,  an4 
tivetted  with  the  flowers  whtob  ai^e  caitod 
you-Iove-me-not,  of  white  and  yellow,  aa4 
in  their  stuekl  a  waning  moon  in  a  field  of 
azure.  E^tntlante  wore  plain  g»ey  arms 
without  adorntnent ;  in  his  sbidd  ah  ounoe 
in  a  white  field,  so  large  that  it  filled  it 
ttathtox  had  h»  umtmst^n,  wkef^ 
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figured  many  golden  poppies^  and  in  l^U 
shield  he  bare  Troy  Towu.  (Soariiu  was  in 
white  armour^  like  a  knight  novt  i,  oeaiing 
in  his  shield  a  peacock,  ag  bcauliiuily  bla- 
zoned as  that  bird  is  by  nature,  j^locaudor, 
and  Crespian  of  Macedon,  were  botli  armed 
alike,  in  tlieir  accustomed  manner.  Gcimani 
of  Orleance  had  his  armour  of  plates  of 
steel,  and  such  strong  ones  as  were  needful 
m  that  land,  bearing  in  his  shield  argent  the 
bust  of  a  woman,  in  remembrance  of  the 
fkir  Florenda,  daughter  to  Arnedos,  king  of 
France,  for  whose  sake  he  determined  to  try 
the  adventure  of  Great  Britain :  Platir,  Flo- 
rxunan^  Blandidon,  and  Pompides,  to  whom 
the  damsel  of  Eutropa  bad  delivered  horses 
and  armour,  as  you  have  heard,  came  forth, 
their  horses  all  alike,  iron  grey  with  black 
spots,  and  their  armour  black,  beset  with 
silver  swans,  their  helmets  sumptuously  gild- 
ed, and  adorned  with  black  pearls ;  and  in 
their  shields  their  devices  were  all  alike, 
which  was  the  smoaky  forge  and  anvil  of 
god  Vulcan  the  smith. 

Both  the  companies  came  forward  step  by 
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st#p,  marvelling  at  the  bravery  bfthe  oliiets 
accoutrements.  And  as  alway  when  the  time 
of  danger  is  come,  confidence  is  changed, 
so  now  did  one  party  stand  more  in  fear  of 
the  other  than  they  had  weened  to  do.  Be- 
ing now  near  enough  for  the  meeting, 
taking  occasion  as  it  served,  they  couched 
their  spears,  and  encountered  together  very 
valiantly:  aU  on  both  sides  came  to  the 
ground,  some  with  the  force  of  th^  shock, 
others  by  fault  of  strength  in  their  horses, 
except  Platir,  Beroldo,  and  Polinardo,  who 
speedily  alighted  that  ihey  might  the  better 
help  their  friends.  All  being  then  On  foot, 
their  swords  drawn,  their  shields  upon  the 
arm,  there  began  the  cruelkst  and  most  fear- 
ful battle  that  could  be  seen  in  the  world. 
They  were  as  hot  upon  it  and  as  heartily  en- 
gaged, demeaning  themselves,  as  Weil,  with 
the  same  excellent  courage  and  sfcili  at  arms, 
as  might  hav6  been  expected  frofti  them  if 
they  had  fought  with  those  who  knew  them. 
No  vantage  was  to  be  perceived  on  either  side, 
nor  sign  of  weakness  in  any;  all  being  so  ex- 
cellent that  it  was  impossible  to  say  any  one 
tocellcd.     The  splintering  of   shields  was 
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such  that  it  strewed  the  field.  Those  goodly 
embkzpniBeQts  and  adornments^  and  rare 
devices,  and  those  arms  of  so  great  cost,  ia 
which  they  were  accoutred,  were  soon  de* 
moUshedi  and   brought  to  such  state   that 
their  bravery  was  no  longer  distinguishable ; 
contrariwise,  they  were  so  clotted  with  blood 
that  no  other  colour  was  to  be  seen.    Tlie 
din  of  their  blows  sounded  through  all  parts 
of  the  valley.     Prince  Beroldo,  who  was  one 
of  the  most  conspicuous  on  the  one  h\<\e,  en- 
countered his  brother  Onistaldo,  doing  won- 
ders on  the  other  ;  and  they  grappled,  striv- 
ing each  with  all  his  force  to  overthrow  the 
other.     Here  the  press  thickened,  each  party 
crouding  to  the  rescue ;  so  that  the  battle 
was  renewed  with  greater  fury  than  ever. 
Aqd  as  by  this  time  the  hurt  which  their 
sword*  could  do  was  not  answerable  to  the 
will   with  which  they  wielded  them,  they 
laid  hands  on  each  other,  coming  to  fair 
trial  of  fine  force.      There  was  not  one 
aniong  them  of  \vhom  it  could  be  thought 
that  he  did  that  day  less  than  his  devoir. 

Dotk  Duaydps,  PrimaIeoD>  Polendos,  Recin- 
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Aos,  Arnedos,  Belcar,  Vemao,  and  the  soldaa 
Belagriz,  who,  from  the  castle,  beheld  the 
fierce  assaults  of  these  courageous  knightsy 
without  knowing  for  what  cause  they  were 
so  cruelly  engaged,  nor  who  they  could"  be ; 
yet  each  of  these  noble  perso»agesr  had  a 
secret  feeling,  that  peradvcnturc  he  was 
nearly  concerned  in  the  issue  of  the  battle : 
and  this  feeling  mad^  them  grieve  as  if  they 
felt  the  wounds  themselves.  Gertes,  said 
Don  Duardos,  I  have  seen  many  a  notable 
battle  J  yet  comparing  them  with  this  which 
I  now  behold/  I  must  needs  say,  only  this  is 
Worthy  eternal  commendations.  Indeed, 
quoth  Primaleoit,  I  must  commend  this  for 
the  most  knightly  adventure  that  in  all  my 
life  time  I  have  had  sight  of. 

Dramuziando  likewise,  who  beheld  it  from 
the  battlements  of  his  castle,  thought  that  in 
these  men  all  the  valour  of  the  world  was  com- 
priced  ;  and  knowing  it  had  come  to  pass  by 
the  means  of  bis  aunt,  and  fearing  lest  in 
this  battle  some  of  them  should  be  slain,  he 
went  to  her,  and  intreated  her  to  pacify  it  > 
but  her  mind  was  bent  tjo  auck  cruelty,  that 
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she  wtuld  use  no  respect  to  his  words.  The  j, 
meantime^  being  now  so  wounded  and  yet 
so  fierce  that  the  beholders  expected  nothing 
but  their  deaths^  continued  their  strife  till 
they  had  neidier  armour  for  defence^  nor 
strength  to  strike  withal ;  and  being  now  at 
the  last  extremity^  all  had  soon  been  over 
if  Oaliarte  had  consented  thereto.  But  he, 
resolved  that  Eutropa  should  not  enjoy  that 
evil,  came  now  into  the  field)  in  the  sem- 
blance of  an  aged  man,  upon  a  serpent  huge 
and  fearful  to  behold ;  and  bearing  in  his 
hand  a  wand  of  fire,  with  which  he  touched 
them,  and  incontinently  they  all  fell  sense- 
less to  the  ground.  This. done  he  approach- 
ed the  castle,  and  the  serpent  breathed  out 
from  his  mouth  and  nostrils  such  volumes  of 
bl^ck  and  thick  smoke  that  a)l  the  air  was 
filled  therewith,  and  neither  within  the  cas- 
tle nor  without  th^f^of  could  any  thing  be 
seen^  gs^cept  living  fi^ynes  which  at  times 
flashed  from  the  darkness,  as  if  they  would 
have  consumed  whatever  came  in  their 
course.  This  was  deemed  by  all  who  wit- 
nessed it  to  be  a  great  miracle ;  but  Eutropa 
marvelled  at  it  most  of  all,  she  being  the 
VOL.  u  2  f 
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ipore  diitmayed^  inasmuch*  as  the  mystery 
excelled  all  the  power  of  her  art. 

At  last  this  great  darkness  began  to  melt 
away,  and  discovered  the  field,  whereon 
nothing  could  be  seen  but  the  knights, 
that  lay  all  grovelling  upon  the  ground,  in 
appearance  more  dead  than  living.  The 
giant  Dramuziando  seeing  himself  freed 
from  other  fears,  went  out,  accompanied  by 
his  noble  prisoners,  upon  whose  faith  he 
had,  as  ye  have  heard,  full  reliance;  and 
ordering  the  bodies  to  be  carried  into  the 
castle,  they  were  there  disarmed  that  their 
wounds  might  be  holpen.  But  then  when 
their  armour  was  taken  off,  king  Recindos 
knew  his  children,  and  the  king  Amedos 
his:  Polendos  knew  Francian  his  son,  Belcar 
Don  Rosuel  and  Belisarte,  and  Mayortei 
Dirdan.  As  for  Platir,  when  his  father  Pri- 
maleon  left  him  he  was  so  young,  that  he 
was  not  known  till  dfterwarids.'  In  brief, 
they  all  lamented  to  see  their  kindred  ^nd 
friends  in  such  plight,  thinking  this  the  Worst 
evil  that  had*  befallen  them ;  howbeit  this 
their  grief  abated  when  in  short  time  they 
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had  good  hope  to  recover  them  from  this 
danger.  In  this  manner  these  knights  re- 
mained prisoners,  in  company  with  their  pa- 
;:ent«  and  brethren. 

Now  did  Dramuziando^  seeing  that  he  had 
now  in  his  hands  all,  or  the  greater  part^  \ 
of  the  men  whom  he  desired,  resolve  speedily 
to  conquer  the  Isle  of  the  Bottomless  Lake; 
which  as  yet,  however,  he  would  not  make 
known  to  any  of  the  knights.  Meantime  he 
treated  with  the  same  love  and  courtesy  as 
ever,  hoping  thereby  to  win  their  true  friend- 
ship, as  he  greatly  desired. 
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CHAPTER  ZQ. 


Glad  was  Eutropa  that  she  had  gotten  these 
knights  her  prisoners,  whom  she  stood  in 
great  fear  of,  and  Christendom  in  most  need 
of;  and  now  would  she  practise  another 
mischief,  worse  than  any  she  had  yet  affect- 
ed :  she  was  advertised  of  the  death  of  Olo- 
rique,  the  great  soldan  of  Babylbn,  and  hus- 
band of  Alchiana,  who  was  so  dear  friend  to 
the  emperor  Palmerin ;  he  had  a  son  re- 
maining alive,  not  of  the  gentle  nature  ©f 
his  father,  but  a  great  enemy  to  the  whole 
estate  of  Christendom. 

This  serving  fit  for  her  devilish  purpose^ 
she  gave  him  by  letters  to  understands 
what  great  and  grievous  mischances,   bis 
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progenitors  had  received  by  the  emperors 
of  Greece,  in  that  many  princes  of  his  blood 
and  lineage,  had  been  cruelly  slain  before 
the  walls  of  Constantinople,  which  natural 
love  and  duty  did  enforce  him  to  revenge. 

As  for  a  convenient  time,  he  could  wish  for 
no  better  than  was  at  th^t  present.  Con- 
stantinople had  no  other  rampier  of  de- 
fence than  the  aged  emperor,  whose  years 
forbade  him  to  enter  the  field  ;  the  knights, 
whom  all  the  world  feared,  and  who  were 
the  only  safeguard  to  that  famous  city,  were  ' 
in  a  place,  where  they  had  need  of  succour 
themselves.  Yea,  and  all  other  realms  were 
so  unprovided,  that  neither  could  they  help 
hira,  or  promise  safety  to  themselves  ;  so 
that  it*  he  would  he  might  bring  under. hifi 
obeisance  the  most  part  of  all  Christen- 
dom. 

Their  letters  were  conveyed  to  the  sol  dan 
of  Babylon,  who  was  so  stirred  thereby,  that 
.  fartli^ith  he  provided  for  the  attempt  which 
Eutropa  had  willed  him.  Where  to  his 
(Ictermination  we  will  forsake  him  at  this 
^  f3 
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time^  till  we  gain  more  fit  occasion  to  dis* 
course  of  his  proceedings. 

The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man  having  re^ 
covered  from  the  wounds  received  in  his 
last  combat^  was  purposed  now  to  seek  the 
adventures  of  Great  Britain;  for  which  cause 
he  took  leave  of  king  Fadrique^  and  the 
princess  Flerida>  proceeding  in  his  travel^ 
whither  his  horse  would;  but  as  the  hour 
was.  come,  on  the  seventh  day  and  at  noon^ 
Fortune  brought  him  to  the  Valley  of  Per- 
dition, wherein  he  did  not  proceed  far  be- 
fore he  espied  the  tower  edified  in  the  midst 
of  the  river,  and  surrounded  by  green  pop- 
lars, which  rose  from  the  water  to  such 
height  that  the  battlements  were  under  the 
shadow  of  their  leaves.  Much  did  he 
desire  to  know  whose  was  this  so  fair  a 
dwelling,  and  in  this  desire  drew  near 
to  the  fortress.  Not  long  had  he  stood 
to  behold  it^  before  he  perceived  to  issue 
forth  a  brave  company  of  well  appointed 
knights,  before  whom  were  giants  of  a  mon- 
strous stature,  with  their  faces  uncovered, 
and  the  fierceness  therein  with  which  nature 
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endowed  them.  Now  albeit  he  had  nevef 
before  seen  this  castle^  yet  seeing  the  com<^ 
pany  come  forth,  he  presentlyknew  that  it . 
was  the  place  now  so  much  spoken  of;  yet 
he  could  not  understand  how  it  was  that 
knights  so  well  armed  should  accompany 
these  giants;  and  he  thought  within  him* 
self,  that  if  this  were  the  adventure  which 
he  was  seeking,  the  mishap  of  all  was  more 
certain  than  the  victory  of  any.  And  be- 
cause he  saw  that  one  of  the  knights  was 
preparing  himself  to  joust,  taking  a  lance  in 
hand,  and  lacing  on  his  helm,  he  commend- 
ed himself  to  fortune,  and  putting  heels  to 
his  horse,  charged  toward  Recindos  king  of 
Spain ;  for  he  it  was  who  awaited  him.  For 
it  fell  out  that  that  day  Dramuziando  sallied 
out  to  the  chace,  accompanied  by  him  and 
by  Don  Duardos,  Primaleon,  and  Amedos^ 
and  his  two  fierce  giants  came  also  over  the 
bridge,  beyond  which  they  never  passed 
without  express  order  from  Dramuziando, 
alway  remaning  to  keep  the  tower.  When 
they  saw  the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man^ 
they  all  stopt,  thinking,  as  was  the  custom^ 
Don  Duardos  should  have  the  first  course ; 
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he  had  entered  there  had  never  till  now 
borne  arms^  obtained  leav^  first  to  try  his 
»trength.  And  though  in  his  time  he  was  as 
renowned  a  knight  as  in  the  book  of  Prima« 
leon  is  recorded^  it  did  not  fall  out  so  well 
in  this  encounter  but  that  be  was  sent  to  the 
earth.  Arnedos^  who  had  alway  in  travail^ 
born  him  company^  prevailed  through  eam^ 
est  desire,  that  he  was  granted  the  second 
joust;  but  he  was  enforced  to  bear  king 
Reciodos  company.  Primaleon  seeing  hk 
sister's  husband  receive  su#h  dishonour  be- 
fore his  face,  without  tcJcing  leave  of  Bon 
Duardosj  took  his  spear  and  mn  courage- 
ously against  the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man, 
when  they  brake  their  spears,  yet  neither  of 
them  any  th)ng  shaken.  Dramuziando,  who 
.  rejoiced  to  see  this  nobie  tilting,  command-* 
ed  »tqre  of  spears  to  be  presently  bronght 
forUi ;  when  each  of  them  took  their  ch€(ioe> 
^SEkA  fell  to  their  enterprise  again. 

Their  second  encoupter  past  in  like  manner 
as  the  first.  At  the  third  attempt  Pritodeon 
went  to  the  eartli;  with  his  saddle  between 
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his  legs^  the  girth  breaking  in  two  or  tlire^ 
places  with  the  forjbe  -of  the  shock.  Neither 
did  he  of  the  Savage  keep^his  seat>  but  hold- 
ing the  reins  still,  he  mounted  again  as  fresh 
as  if  he  had  not  fallen.  Don  Dnardos  be- 
holding such  deeds  in  one  unknown,  took  a 
spear  from  the  many  which  the  giant  had 
had  brought  out^  and  seeing  that  the  other 
was  ready  with  his  in  the  rest,  with  full  pur- 
port to  revenge  the  others,  or  bear  his  share 
of  their  shame,  gave  the  encounter  to  the 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man ;  which  was  dis- 
charged with  so  great  magnanimity,  that 
both  their  horses  and  themselves  were  laid 
on  the  ground.  That  of  Don  Duardos  had 
its  right  shoulder  broken,  and  lay  upon  one 
of  his  legs,  whereby  he  might  have  sustained 
some  hurt,  if  the  knight  of  the  Savage  had 
not  holpen  him  and  turned  the  horse  over, 
saying.  Albeit^  sir,  I  have  never  befWe  to- 
day received  such  an  encounter  as  yours,  I 
will  do  you  this  service^  that  you  may  give 
such  to  others  hereafter.  Certes,  replied 
Don  Duardos,  whether  or  not  my  attaint 
appeared  a  good  one  to  you^  yours  was  thf 
best  I  ^ver  yet  rcpeived. 
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At  this  up  came  the  terrible  Pandluro^  armed 
with  the  same  weapon*  *  with  nvhich  he  iJr^ 
way  combated,  aad  giving  the«e-words  to  the 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man  :  l^nce  ymi  have 
done  more  in  the  joust  than  eveiy  cme  sup- 
posed to  be  in  your  power,  you  must  now- 
eadeavour  yourself  to  deal  with  me  a  while; 
for  that  all  such  as  enter  this  valley  are 
bound  to  fulfil  this  custosa.  If  your  heart 
serve  you  not,  yield  yourself,  whidi  will 
be  less  danger  than  you  may  receive  at  my 
hands.  Nay,  reptied  the  knight^  I  hold  it 
woFse  than  that  wherewith  thou  threatene^t 
me.  The  giant,  who  was  not  disposed  fur 
saany  words,  began  at  this  to  charge  the 
knight  with  his  iron  maoe,  and  he  to  change 
blows  with  his  good  sword;  so  that  betweea 
them  passed  such  notable  behaviour  in  fight, 
that  Dramuziando,  Don  Duardos,  and  Pr»- 
maleon,  commended  marvellously  the  har^ 
diness  of  the  knight  of  the*  Savage  Mao^ 
perceiving  the  great  difference  betw^n  him 
and  all  others  whom  they  had  eter  yet  seen. 
But  he,  suspecting  d:iat  when  he  had  con- 
quered this  giant  there  remained  for  him 
other  greater  dangers  to  pass  through,  ht^ 
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baved  himself  to  skitftilly  in  diis  that  he 
made  Pandaro  lose  most  of  his  blows^  and 
dealt  his  own  at  such  good  time,  that  ere 
long  he  had  him  at  his  pleasure.  Yet  Pan- 
<iaro^  in  his  courage,  knew  so  well  how  to 
dissemble  the  weakness  to  which  his  wounds 
had  brought  him,  and  dealt  on  his  part  such 
ihortal  ones  with  his  mace,  that  the  shield 
of  the  knight  was  well  nigh  demolished, 
and  his  other  arms,  and  he  himself  had  been 
so  also,  if  the  nimbleness  with  which  he 
fought  had  not  protected  him.  Thus  they 
went  on  long  while,  fiercely  smiting  away 
without  rest  or  respite.  And  Pandaro  at 
length,  what  with  the  weight  of  armour  and 
of  his  own  huge  body,  not  being  able  to 
stand  up  longer,  his  mace  dropt  from  his 
hands,  and  he  fell  upon  the  ground,  his 
slrength  being  clean  gone  from  him. 

The  knight  of  \he  Savage  presently  began 
to  unlace  bis  helm,  meaning  to  cut  off  his 
head ;  and  he  had  sent  his  head  from  his 
shoulders  had  not  the  giant  Daliagam  come 
presently  upon  him,  who  in  such  time  was 
always  ready  as  promptly  as  his  help  was 
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needed.  Then  was  he  constrained  to  leave 
Pandaro^  and  award  the  mighty  hlows  which 
tills  other  giant  charged  him  furiously 
withal.  So  a  second  hattle  began^  so  cruel 
and  fearful  to  behold^  that  they  who  beheld 
it  could  not  judge  whether  this  or  the  for* 
mer  were  the  more  so ;  and  greatly  did  they 
praise  the  strength  of  the  knight^  who  was 
as  active  as  if  all  the  day  he  had  done  no- 
thing. But  the  giant,  who  was  fresh^  struck 
him  in  so  many  places,  maugre  ail  his  skill 
and  activity^  that  the  blows  left  heavy  marks 
both  upon  his  armour  and  flesh ;  the  knight 
on  his  part  paying  well  for  what  he  received. 
In  this  manner  they  handled  each  other, 
that  it  was  little  expected  either  could 
escape  with  life.  And  because  to  relate  at 
length  all  that  passed  in  this  battle  would 
weary  the  reader ;  let  it  suffice  to  say,  that 
it  lasted  long,  being  as  stoutly  contested  as 
was  to  be  expected ;  and  in  fine  the  knight, 
when  his  enemy  was  out  of  breath  with  long 
continuance  in  fight,  came  upon  him  with 
such  fresh  delivery  of  blows,  and  foUowed 
his  enterprise  with  such  exceeding  courage, 
that  he   brought  stout   Paliagam  likewise 
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mJer  Us  feet;  himself  remaining  in  sudk 
plight  that  he  could  scant  uphold  himself. 

Dramuziando  then  came  up  to  him  on  horse* 
hack,  with  his  head  unarmed^  thinking  that 
he  would  slay  the  giant.  Sir  knight,  said  he, 
the  victory  which  you  have  this,  day  won  is 
so  great  that  you  would  do  well  to  remain 
content  therewith,  and  having  respect  to 
jour  wounds,  yield  yourself  to  my  friend- 
adiip ;  otherwise,  I  shall  be  urged  to  that  I 
would  be  loth  to  do,  which  is  to  give  you  a 
&esh  assault,  when  the  estate  you  are  in 
doth  rather  require  ease  tbaa  fresh  labour. 

These  words,  answered  the  knight  of  the 
Savage  Man,  would  deserve  to  be  thankfully 
xeceived  by  a  sound  and  well  conditioned 
^pian;  how  much  more  by  one  that  is  so  sore 
as  I  in  body.    But  as  it  seemeth  to  me,  you 
are  lord  of  this  castle,  that  at  this  present 
dctaineth  the  flower  of  all  chivalry  ;  I  would 
not   have  the   best   knights  and  greatest  i 
princes  in  the  world  perceive  in  me  so  great* 
weakness  -j^  since  not  to  yield  myself^  but  to 
deliver  them  do  I  come  here. 
&0 
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It  is  fit  then,  replied  the  giant,  that  I  should 
show  you  how  good  my  advice  was,  and  how 
vain  your  own  presumption ;  so  arming  hi^ 
head,  and  fastening  his  shield  upon  his  arm, 
he  came  on  foot,  sword  in  hand,  against  the 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  saying,  I  would 
wish  a  knight  hardy  as  yourself,  and  in  bet- 
ter condition,  that  my  blows  might  be  given 
with  a  better  will.  Nevertheless,  since  you 
will  not  believe  the  hurt  they  can  do,  you 
must  needs  feel  it. 

The  knight  of  the  Savage  Man  made  him  no 
answer,  but  taking  up  the  shield  of  Da- 
liagam,  which  was  in  better  estate  than  his 
own,  he  advanced  himself  to  Dramuziando, 
shewing  such  agility  and  nimble  behaviour 
in  his  fight,  as  though  he  had  not  been  so 
wearied  as  he  was  ;  and  demeaning  himself 
more  warily  than  in  his  former  fights,  as 
indeed  was  needful  against  Dramuziando, 
who  was  one  of  the  strongest  knights  imdcr 
the  sun,  and  in  the  use  of  arms  nothing  hit 
inferior.  The  knight,  who  knew  this  enter- 
\  prize  to  be  the  greatest  that  he  had  as  yet 
attempted,  the  happy  ending  whereof  were 


,y  Google 


339 

safficient  to  win  him  perpetual  renown,  did 
endeavour  himself  more  than  erer;  and  ac^ 
oftentimes  the  desire  and  hope  of  victory 
doth  supply  strength  to  win  it,  this  strong 
will  gave  him  such  power  besijdes  his  natumi 
strength,  that  verily  his  endeavour  that  day 
»surpassed  all  his  former  doings ;  and  against 
Dramuziando  all  was  needful.  Don  Ihiar- 
dos  and  Primaleoa  verily  supposed  the  per- 
fect nobility  of  knighthood  to  remain  in  the 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man.  At  length  he 
and  Dramuziando  drew  back  to  take  breath« 
For  certain,  said  the  giant,  thy  courage 
makes  me  pity  thee  more  than  I  expected  ;^ 
it  can  last  no  longer  than  till  that  blood  has 
done  flowing^  and  if  thou  shouldst  die,  there 
die3  then  the  best  knight  in  the  world.  I 
beseech  thee  do  not  let  the  battle  proceed 
iurther.  Look  at  yourself,  the  ruin  ©fyomr 
armour,  the  sore  wounds  on  your  body,  and 
the  blood  that  hath  coloured  the  gra$s 
under  your  feet ;  and  though  you  have  thus 
loiig  persisted,  yield  yourself  now.  Good 
counsel  is  better  late  followed  than  never. 
Quoth  the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  your 
request  doth  ask  such  a  good  answer,  that 
2  G  2 
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I  ratlier  choose  to  renew  the  combat^  tham 
to  give  it.  With  these  words  they  went  to 
It  again  cheerfiilly,  delivering  such  force- 
able  blows  to  each  other^  that  in  short  time 
their  weakness  in  some  degree  withdrew 
them  from  more  hurt.  For  though  the 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man  were  in  great 
debility^  Dramuziando  was  brought  into  as 
great  danger^  that  the  rcgardants  knew  not 
to  whom  to  impute  the  most  hurt;  though 
in  truth  the  knight  was  nearest  his  end, 
though  his  unfatiguable  and  invincible 
spirit  dissembled  aU.  Primaleon  and  Don 
Buardos  came^  desirous  to  separate  them, 
because  they  feared  the  death  of  the  knight 
of  the  Savage  Man ;  but  no  persuasion  cotdd 
withhold  him^  greatly  as  they  endeavoured 
it.  The  knight  now  taking  his  sword  in 
both  hands^  thinking  this  would  be  the  last 
blow  be  could  give,  having  neither  breath 
nor  strength  for  more,  took  the  ^ant  above 
his  shield  upon  the  helmet,  ivherewith  his 
sword  brake  in  a  great  many  pieces ;  and 
one  fragment  entered  through  into  his  head, 
at  which  Dramuziando  was  somewhat  tor* 
mented,  yet  not  so  much  but  that  he  came 
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and  cciiigbt  iht  knight  about  the  middle, 
who  received  him  in  like  manner^  that  they 
threw  each  other  to  the  ground  with  great 
violence,  being  both  .as  men  deprived  of 
their  Kvcs,  so  that  it  could  not  be  said  who 
had  the  victory.  And  as  it  waa  now  night 
when  the  battle  finished  ;  and  Daliarte,  who ' 
now  came  up,  made  it  by  his  art  darker  than 
it  naturally  would  have  been,  the  knight 
of  the  Savage^  Man  was  taken  away,  no 
body  could  imagine  how  or  which  way  ; ' 
and  the  giant  remained  stretched  out  upon 
the  field,  still  having  his  recollection,  which, 
the  true  presumption  is,  he  of  tlie  Savage 
had  lost. 

Dramuziando  was  conducted  into  his  for- 
tress, where  he  was  diligently  attended  by 
his  aunt  Eutropa ;  who,  fearing  lest  at  this 
time  the  knights  would  make  means  to 
escape  away,  she  locked  them  into  a  great 
dwelling  which  overhung  ^the  river,  having 
no  other  entrance  than  a  grate,  through 
which  they  received  such  things  as  were 
needful.  In  this  order  she  used  them,  till 
Pramuziando  and  his  giants  had  recovered 
2G  3 
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dieir  former  health;  when  he  brought  them 
forth  again  into  their  accnstomed  chamherB, 
greatly  displeased  that  they  should  have 
been  thus  treated ;  for  such  was  the  coq« 
fidence  he  reposed  in  their  faith^  that  he 
exempted  all  discourtesy  from  his  heart. 
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CHAPTER   40. 


The  renowned  knight  of  Fortune,  (whom 
through  occasion  we  left  to  speak  of)  re- 
mained so  long  in  the  house  of  the  ancient 
gentleman  his  host,  that  his  wounds  were 
perfectly  healed^  and  his  body  well  able  to 
endure  the  bearing  of  annour.  When  SeL- 
Tiam  had  provided  him  new  armour  like  his 
other,  and  a  shield  with  his  usual  device  of 
fortune  upon  it,  be  departed  which  way  he 
tboQ^t  surest  to  find  the  canle  of  Dramuzi- ' 
ando.  At  last,  after  many  days  travelling, 
night  overtook  him  at  the  foot  of  a  moun- 
tain hard  by  in  a  valley,  whose  freshness  the 
darkness  overshadowed  and  concealed;  he 
cspyed  a  little  pavilion,  wherein  were  lighted 
torches;  this  moved  him  to  take  his  way 
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thither,  to  see  what  it  might  be:  as  he  drew 
nigh  he  perceived  none  within  except  a  dead 
knight  stretched  upon  a  bier,  and  one  by  him 
making  great  lamentations  over  him,  whom 
he  presently  knew  to  be  Don  Rosiram  de  la 
Brunda,  the  nephew  of  the  king  of  England; 
which  made  him  suppose  that  the  knight  on 
the  bier  was  some  man  of  great  authority 
and  estimation.  So  alighting  from  his  horse, 
he  went  in,  meaning  to  console  him.  But 
Don  Rosiram,  seeing  him  to  be  the  knightof 
Fortune,  rose  up,  saying,  Now,  sirkpight,  b^ 
eatified,  for  the  man  wlfiom  yoii  have  eve? 
held  your  enemy  is  dead*  }ler^  he$  th» 
knight  of  the  Savage,  over  whom  yon  so 
greatly  desired  th^  victory,  y^ t  cqui^  iupt 
win  it.  He  of  Fortune,  hearing  these  word% 
the  tears  came  into  his  ey4»;  for  it  is  tk# 
quality  of  gentle  hearts  to  bf|v@  compc^sio^ 
for  the  mistbrtun^s  even  of  tfieir  eoemie^t 
Ortesj  said  he,  never  ha^  I  more  desire  to 
prevail  against  any  man ;  and  such  desire^ 
both  against  him  and  any  ot^^r^  it  is  weU 
that  I  should  bav€;  wd  smoe  in  life  our 
enmity  wa»  audi,  you  shall  s^  what  I  will 
now  do  tp  revenge  him.    J  b<*seech  you. 
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$hew  me  the  place  where  he  hath  received 
this  fate,  and  revenge  lum  I  will,  or  share 
tbebke. 

Sir  (answered  D<mi  Rosiram)  I  arrived  here 
onlj  half  an  hour  ago,  and  found  him  ill 
this  state.  A  man,  however,  who  is  gone 
IroQi  hence,  informed  me  that  he  received 
these  wounds  at  the  castle  of  the  Giantj- 
where,  it  is  believed,  the  best  knights  in  the  i 
world  are  lost ;  and  though  he  did  such  sur- 
passing things  in  arms  as  were  never  seen  in 
cithersy  yet  in  fine  was  he  left  in  this  plight 
wherein  you  behold  him,  not  having  been 
able  to  finish  this  so  perilous  adventure. 

The  knight  of  Fortune,  whose  very  heart 
was  ^eved  to  behold  this  great  mischance, 
began,  to  conceive  greater  estimation  of  the. 
adventure  than  ever  be  did  before.  Them' 
taking  up  the  armour  that  lay  there  by  him> 
be  saw  it  so  defaced  and  hacked  in  so  many 
jdaces,  that  he  could  not  but  needs  marvel  at 
(hem  who  had  the  strength  to  use  it  so,  but 
more  at  the  man  that  had  the  might  to  resist 
ftttch  an  extreme  danger^  even  for  ever  so 
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$}%ort  a  time ;  whereupon  he  vaid,  WcU  now 
may  tW  hope  to  enid  this  adventure  be  alto- 
gether lost,  the  knight  being  dead  who  had 
the  puissance  to  finish  all  other.  At  these 
words  he  approached  to  the  bier,  to  see  if 
he  were  clean  deprived  of  life  ;  when  lifting 
«p  the  sheet  of  silk  with  the  which  his  face 
was  covered,  he  perceived  his  countenance  so 
grim  and  hardy,  as  it  was  at  the  time  he  re- 
ceived his  wounds.  But  looking  at  him  more 
wistfully,  on  a  sudden  his  heart  smote  him,  as 
if  he  knew  the  face;  and  nature,  who  it 
these  cases  manifests  every  thing,  brought 
back  to  his  remembrance  the  loss  of  his 
brother,  by  certain  signs  which  made  him 
think  this  was  he.  And  he  called  Selviam  to 
look  at  him,  and  both,  after  earnestly  re- 
garding  him,  were  certain  it  was  so.  Upon 
this,  the  knight  of  Fortune  besought  Don 
R<>siram  to  certify  him  of  the  name  of  the 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  insomuch  as  it 
would  not  disprofit  him  who  was  now  no 
more,  and  would  resolve  him  of  a  great 
doubt.  Don  Rosiram  answered.  So  little 
can  be  risked  in  this,  that  I  will  not  with* 
hold  from  you  what  I  know.     His  true  name 
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is  0(  the  Desert : — His  father^  neither  t 
Bor  any  other  know,  though  to  me  who  wa» 
his  nearest  friend  he  hath  sometimes  cdn* 
fessed,  that  a  savage  brought  him  up,  who 
called  him  Of  the  Desart  also,  and  whom  he 
supposed  to  be  his  father. 

The  knight  of  Fortune,  whom  these  words 
touched  to  the  very  heart,  knowing  that  it 
was  indeed  his  brother,  fell  upon  the  bier  as 
if  his  heart  was  not  made  to  endure  worse 
dangers.     But  at  this  time  four  men  entered- 
the   tent,  and  placing^  the  bier  upon   two 
palfreys  which  they  brought  with  them  for 
that  purpose,  departed  with  the  body.     He 
of  Fortune  would  have  followed  them,  but 
they  willed  him  to  the  contrary,  saying,  that 
if  there  was  any  remedy  for  his  life  it  should 
he  given  him  without  his  presence.  With  this   ' 
persuasion,  thinking  it  bootless  to  follow  him> 
^le  returned  to  Don  Rosiram,  to  know  which 
way  he  intended  to  travel ;  because  he  had 
determined  himself  to  go  die  upon  the  place 
where   this   good  knight  had  received  his^ 
wounds,    or  to  revenge  him.     Sir,    (quoth 
Don  Rosijcam)  I  take  my  way  towards  Lon- 
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dotti  with  these,  his  arms,  which  I  fihall  gi¥«. 
lo  the  king,  (at  whose  hands  be  recei^^  the 
order  of  knighthood)  that  he  may  order  them 
to  be  preserved  and  held  in  such  Teaeratlos 
as  tbe^ex{>loits  of  their  Hving  lord  hav£  de^ 
served.  Can  you  tell,  said  he  of  Fortune, 
which  way  the  fortress  lies  where  all  adven- 
turers find  their  end  ?  to  whom  Don  ILosicam 
replied,  I  know  notytnd  believe  nobody  knaws;; 
but  as  it  should  seem,  it  cannot  be  far  hence, 
by  what  the  ipan  told  me;  and  also  the  haule 
with  the  knight  of  the  Savage  was  iougbjL 
yesterday,  and  he  could  not  have  beei 
brought  from  far  in  uo  short  space  of  time. 

Thus,  they  departed,  each  going  his  way- 
Djou  Rosiram  rode  on  all  that  night,  and  on 
the  next  day,  towards  evening,  he  entereJ 
London,  bearing  before  hi^m  the  arn^ur  cf 
the  knight  of  the  Savage  Man.  Being  come 
to  the  court,  he  found  the  king  well  nigh  de- 
serted by  tlie  noble  knights  that  were  wont 
to  keep  him  company,  €o  that  tears  came 
I  into  his  eyes,  thinking  they  were  all  lost. 
He,  making  way  through  the  few  which  still 
remained,  bearing  sufficient  sorrow   in  his 


,y  Google 


349 

countenance^  went  on  till  he  came  to  the 
king,  and  kneeling  before  him,  took  the 
siims  of  the  knight  pf  the  Savage,  and  said, 
3ir,  these  are  all  which  are  left  to  your 
highness,  in  consolation  for  the  death  of  him 
who  bore  than.  Tliese  were  the  arms  of 
him  of  the  Desert,  your  right  excellent  good 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man ;  by  the  blows 
which  they  have  received,  you  may  judge  of 
the  state  in  which  he  is  left.  He  died  in 
your  service.  And  since  nothing  remains  of 
his  person  but  this  memorial,  give  order  that 
his  armour  may  beautify  some  place  of  ho- 
nour, to  witness  the  virtuous  behaviour  he 
was  wont  to  employ  it  in.  Then  told  he 
him  all  he  had  learnt  from  the  man  in  the 
tent,  and  how  he  met  the  knight  of  Fortune 
at  the  pavilion,  who  took  such  great  and  ex- 
treme grief  for  his  mischance,  that  he  was 
gone  to  revenge  him. 

Tlie  King  strove  to  suppress  the  trouble 
which  thrse  tidings  gave  him ;  but  not  able 
to  master  his  extreme  grief,  he  brake  forth 
into  words  of  great  lamentation,  complain- 
ing of  Fortune,  who  persecuted  him  to  the 
2h 
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jutt^railca  of  tiie  loss  6f  bis  soa  Dkm  Duard^, 
with  hiE  princely  childreii>  whkh>  bad  oo* 
casioned  the  loss  of  aU  the  best  knights  in 
the  world ;  and  Aow  all  hope  for  them  was 
lo8t^  since  the  knight  of  the  Salvage  Mmn  was 
dead,  in  whom  he  plcujed  sur«  trnst  for  tlieir 
delivery.  As  for  the  knight  o$  Fortune,  he  fear- 
ed his  own  fortune  would  in  like  manner  pre- 
vent him  from  finishing  the  adventure. — 
Then,  taking  the  broken  armour,  he  went 
with  only  Don  Rosiram  to  the  chamber  of 
the  Princess  Florida,  where  he  found  the 
queen,  shewing  them  these  last  memorials 
of  the  knight  of  tlie  Savage  Man.  But  the 
pityful  bewailing  which  they  made  for  these 
unhappy  tidings  is  not  to  be  told,  because  I 
will  not,  gentlewomen,  that  you  should  con- 
ceive any  sorrow  tiiorow  their  dealings  ;  I 
refer  their  lamentations  to  your  gentle  judg- 
ments* 

Then  the  king  comin*nd%d  the  armour  of 
this  good  knight  to  be  placed  where  the 
kings  of  England  were  of  old  accustomed  to 
deposit  such  trophies,  and  which  was  called 
the  Tower  of  the  Worthies  j  and  in  which 
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there  were  but  few,  for  few  were  worthy  of 
receiving  such  honour.  Here,  among  the 
arms  of  the  vaUant  Morlot,  and  also  of  sir 
Lancelot  du  Lake,  as  also  of  divers  of 
the  knights  of  the  Round  Table :  in  this 
place,  and  as  much  above  them  all,  as  to 
show  how  much  his  teats  bad  surpassed  them, 
the  armour  of  the  knight  of  .the  Savage  Man 
was  royally  hanged  up. 

The  king,  having  thus  lost  all  hope,  no^ 
laboui^d  in  devotion,  aetting  his  mind  on 
everlasting,  true,  and  permaii^nt  things.  As 
/or  the  other,  as  they  were  transitory  and 
vatin,  so  to  their  frailty  he  gave  them  ovet, 
thanking  nature  for  nothing  so  much  as  fo^ 
having  given  hiai  judgment  to  know  the  dif- 
ference, that  being  in  truth  the  bett  of  all 
her  gifts. 
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CHAPTER  41. 


After  the  knight  of  Fortune  had  taken  lea^re 
of  Don  Rosiram^  he  had  not  travelled  far 
along  the  valley,  when,  because  it  was  nighty 
and  he  knew  not  well  which  way  to  take^ 
he  alighted,  sitting  down  at  the  root  of  a 
tree,  where  he  determined  to  sleep  until 
morning  ;  but  this  he  could  not  do,  such 
was  the  grief  he  felt  for  the  knight  of  the 
Savage  Man,  with  sundry  other  cogitations 
that  tormented  his  mind ;  at  times  repent- 
ing that  he  had  not  forced  himself  upon  his 
company^  and  presently  passing  to  a  sorrow 
for  the  uncertainty  of  their  birth.  These 
troublous  thoughts  made  him  more  desirous 
to  be  at  the  castle,  where  he  might  have 
that  to  do  which  perforce  would  put  them 
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out  of  mind,  and  where  h&  would  prove  bU 
fortune,  and  make  au  end  of  the  adventure 
or  of  himself^  as  so  many  others  bad  done. 
In  the  morning  Selviam  brought  him  his 
steed,  when  presendy  they  mounted  on 
horseback,  and.  rode  on  which  way  h9 
thought  soonest  to  end  his  pretence;  of 
every  one  they  m^t  they  asked  news  of  the 
castle  of  the  giant,  which  none  could  give! 
them;  and  though  every  day  they  passed 
near  it^  Eutrqpa  would  not  suffer  him  to 
enter  within  the  Une  of  her  spells,  till  her 
nepbew  and  his  giants  were  once  more  ii| 
condition  for  battle.  In  this  manner  he 
wandered  about  in  search  of  it  for  forty  ^ 
days,  during  which  time,  though  be  m^t 
with  ^lany  adventures,  npne  ^f  thiem  are 
worthy  to  b^  repowted.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  the  giant  I)ramu:^i^i)do  an4  his 
tM^o  others,  b^g  restored  to  thfir  wonted 
health  imd  stKengthj  he  found  hif^  way  int;9  j 
the  VoJJey  of  Per4ition  by  the  upper  en4 
thereof;  and  prpceeding  ^ong  beside  the 
n^0x,  the  pWce  appeared  to  bim  so  cq(4 
4mdj  delightful  in  all  ways^  thai;  he  ji^dg^d 
it  to  bfi  the  hj$i;t  in  t\m  world.  Sp  pu  b^  rode, 
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employing  his  eyes  upon  the  verdure  of  the 
field,  the  clearness  and  quickness  of  the 
water,  and  his  mind  in  remembrance  of  his 
lady  Polinarda,  in  such  amorous  absence^ 
that  for  the  danger  in  which  he  stood  he 
had  no  sense  left.  From  this  maze  he  was 
\  awakened  by  Selviam,  and  he  saw  that  he 
was  close  by  the  bridge,  and  Don  Buardoi 
upon  it,  prepared  to  joust* 

Thb  sight  caused  him  presently  to  couch  his 
spear;  when  on  a  sudden  a  damsel  came 
riding  on  a  white  palfrey,  with  a  shield  in 
her  hand,  saying.  Stop,  sir  knight,  and  be- 
fore you  begin  your  combat  take  this  shield, 
for  this  is  the  day  you  shall  have  most  need 
of  it,  and  this  day  it  shall  stand  you  in 
chiefest  stead.  Here  ending  her  talk,  and 
delivering  him  the  shield,  immediately  she 
departed  by  the  way  she  came.  Then  he 
delivered  his  shield  of  Fortune  to  Selviam> 
fastening  the  other  upon  his  arm,  when  he 
knew  it  to  be  the  shield  of  the  Palm  Tree, 
that  was  taken  from  Selviam  oa  the  day 
when  he  slew  the  giant  Camboldajo.  WeM 
was  be  then  ^aware   that  it  had  Hot  beaft 
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given  him  at  this  time  without  some  mystery, 
the  more  so,  remembering  the  words  th6 
damsel  spake  when  she  took  it  from  Sel- 
viam,  how  that  she  woifld  restore  it  again^ 
when  he  should  have  most  need.  And 
though  with  that  other  shield  and  its  de» 
Vice  of  Fortune,  he  had  atchieved  many 
feats,  and  was  now  afFectioned  unto  it,  yet 
be  rejoiced  rather  in  this  of  the  Palm,  be* 
cause  of  the  speechies  of  the  damsel  before 
the  emperor  of  Constantinople,  when  first 
she  brought  it  to  him,  as  you  have  heard 
before;  likewise,  because  this  was  the  most 
dangerous  adventure  that  in  all  his  life-time 
he  enterpriaed:  for  bis  forebodings  told  him| 
that  this  was  the  fortress  of  the  giant 
By  this  time  Don  Duardos  being  weaiy  of 
delay^  was  calling  out  to  him  to  joast;  so 
lowering  lance  and  advancing  shield,  they 
ran  their  career  with  full  force.  The  spear 
of  Don  Doardos  brake  in  pieces  without 
making  dint  upon  the  shield  of  the  Palm,, 
ivhereat  he  of  Fortune  had  better  hope  of 
surmounting  any  danger,  seeing  that  so 
mighty  an  encounter  had  done  it  so  little 
hmt.    Timtof  D<^n  Duanlos  failed,  and  bif& 
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^rms  fikOf  and  he  waj  somethini;  wonaded, 
yist  not  8o  much  as  to  fallj  nor  even  tomov^ 
in  bis  sftddk^  remaining  as  firm  as  though 
he  had  not  been  touched.  And  because 
there  were  no  other  spears  ready^  and  Dott 
Buardos^by  the  oustom  of  the  castle,  was  no( 
to  do  battle  with  the  sword,  the  gate  of  tht 
tower  was  presently  opened  by  the  hand  of 
ike  dreadful  Pandaro,  and  Don  Duardos 
vent  in,  hurt,  from  the  encounter.  He  of 
Fortune  determining  to  prove  what  his  for^ 
tnne  would  be^  made  such  speed  that  he  en» 
tered  with  him ;  which  when  Pandaro  per^ 
ceived,  expecting  indeed  nothing  kss,  he 
shut  the  gate,  and  came  vaunting  with  his 
mace  toward  him*  The  good  knight  received 
him,  protecting  himself  with  his  new  shield, 
upon  the  which  his  blows  made  no  more  im« 
pression  than  if  they  had  fallen  upon  a  rock, 
he  the  while  smiting  the  giant  mortally,  so 
that  in  short  time  he  had  handled  him 
worse  than  ever  he  had  been  handled  by 
aaight  of  man  before,  except  it  were  the 
knight  of  the  Savctge  ;  nevertheless,  thongk 
he  perceived  how  little  effect  his  blows  took 
upon  the  shield  of  his  enemy^  he  exected 
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him5<6lf  s6  br&yely  to  bear  up  in  that  battle 
that  this  was  the  day  in  which  he  more  than 
ever  displayed  the  last  extent  of  his  might 
and  main.  But  the  knight  of  Fortune 
prest  him  so  hard^  that  he  had  not  only 
demolished  his  shield,  but  wounded  him  ia 
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vrtfik  that  he  coiild  scant  iiphoM  hiins«^;  am] 
he  of  Fortune  perceiving  it  laid  on  him  such 
load  of  blows,  that  perforce  he  brought 
him  to  the  ground  senseless,  like  one  dead, 
as  he  was.  Forthwith  he  unlaced  his  hel- 
met  to  cut  off  his  head.  This  however  he 
did  not  do,  as  well  because  it  was  not  n^ 
cessary,  as  because  Daliagam  did  not  allow 
him  time* 

The  knight,  though  at  thut  time  he  had 
need  of  some  little  repose,  seeing  that  it 
was  not  the  giant's  int,«ntion  to  give  him 
any,  welcomed  him  in  his  own  way.  AaA 
in  less  than  an  hour  brought  him  to  such 
state  that  he  wanted  to  rest  himself.  Then 
they  drew  back  awhile.  He  of  Fortuoe  saw 
that  his  shield  was  as  sound  as  if  he  had  re* 
ceived  no  blow  upon  it  jUI  day;  but  his  ac- 
inour  was  broken  in  some  places,  and  he 
was  somewhat  wounded  i;  and  he  well  per- 
ceived, that  witlK>ut  such  a  companion  as 
that  shield  he  could  never  pass  through  the 
perils  of  this  adventure. 

Dramuziando  seeing  Daliagam  so  sfarc^rdijr 
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handled^  ^aew  not  well  what  to  say ;  he 
thought  it  difficult  to  conquer,  this  knight, 
having  such  a  shield  as  could  not  all  this 
while  be  pierced;  yet  on  the  other  hand 
had  such  confidence  in  his  o.wn  strength, 
that  he  trusted  his  blows  would  demolish 
it.  Preseatly  the  knight  and  giant  turned 
to  it  again,  with  more  force  and  fury  than 
before ;  but  the  battle  did  not  last  much 
longer,  for  though  Daliagam's  strength  was 
great,  and  he  did  that  day  even  more  thail 
was  expected  from  him  ;  he  of  Fortune  see- 
ing the  battlements  and  windows  of  the  forrl 
tress  full  of  his  friends,  and  remembering! 
that  they  were  in  captivity,  and  the  confi-* 
dence  which  they  placed  in  him,  fought 
with  such  heartiness  and  hardihood,  that  by 
dint  of  blows  he  laid  the  giant  at  his  feet, 
and  unlacing  his  helm  smote  off  his  head, 
reckless  of  the  cries  and  entres^ties  of  Dra- 
muziando. 

When  Dramuziando  saw  that  Daliagfim  was 
slain^  in  a  great  rage  he  called  f  .r  his  ar- 
mour. The  knight  of  Fortune  sate  himself 
dpwn  upon  a  stones  being  so  weary  that  he 


,y  Google 


560 

would  not  venture  to  ascend  the  ^Steps  till- 
he  had  taken  some  rest.    So  from  thence 
he  entered  into  speech  with    his   friends. 
Don  Duardos  came  unto  him^   requesting 
such  friendship  at  his  hands,  as  he  would 
suffer  him  to  have  a  sight  of  his  fece.     Flo- 
xaman  seeing  that  he  hesitated,  said  to  him. 
Sir  knight,  he  who  asketh  this  is  Don  Du- 
Ardos;  do  it  therefore,  for  to  him  nothing 
should  be   denied.     When  the    knight  of 
Fortune  heard  Don    Duardos  named,    he 
fixed  his  eyes  upon  him,  and  judged  from 
the  appearance  of  his  person  that  it  must 
indeed  be  he.    Then  taking  off  his  hehnet, 
he  appeared  so  flushed  with  his  past  labour, 
that  that  very  labour  heightened  his  natural 
comeliness.    Now,  I  believe,  said  Don  Du- 
ardos, as  God  hath  endowed  you  with  such  a 
seemly  and  honourable  shape,  so  he  hath 
reserved  you  to  be  in  all  things  as  different 
from  other  men.    I  beseech  you,  if  fortune  ' 
do  allow  you  th€  victory,  use  all  courtesy  to 
this  giant,  who  preparetli  himself  to  encoun- 
ter with  you  :  for  never  yet  was  man  who 
bore    that  name  so  deserving  of  it.    The 
! night  of* Fortune  had  not  the  leisure  to. 
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make  him  answer,  because  he  perceived  Dra* 
muziando  coining  towards  him ;  when  hav- 
ing armed  his  head  he  went  into  the  mid- 
dle of  the  court,  covered  with  his  shield,  to 
receive  him.  Dramuziando,  being  some- 
what mastered  by  anger  for  the  death  of  Da- 
liagam,  chose  to  employ  the  time  in  fulfilling 
his  wrathful  will,  rather  than  in  words ;  sa 
that  now  began  the  proof  of  the  fight,  for 
all  that  had  passed  before  was  nothing  in 
respect  of  this  present  exploit.  The  strokes 
of  Pramuziando  entered  the  knight  of  For- 
tune's shield,  as  easily  as  it  would  have  done 
in  any  other,  which  urged  the  knight  to 
some  tear,  beholding  this  difference  at  a  time 
when  it  was  so  little  necessary.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  rightly  conceived  that  he 
who  had  sent  it  him  had  thus  ordained  it, 
that  should  he  win  the  victory  in  this  great 
enterprise,  it  should  not  be  attributed  to  the 
virtue  of  the  shield.  Guarding  himself 
therefore  more  warily  from  Dramuziando 
than  he  had  heretofore  done,  he  made  him 
deliver  his  blows  in  vain,  any  one  of  which 
would  else  have  put  him  in  great  peril. 
Yet  those  which  did  attain  him  did  rough 
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work ;  his  shield  was  demolished^  and  hig  ar* 
moiir  well  nigh  so;  to  speak  uprightly, 
small  was  the  advantage  on  eithei:  sidej  for 
they  were  both  sore  womided,  both  aUke 
wearied,  and  both  in  great  danger  of  present 
death.  The  blood  which  ran  from  them  was 
so  much,  that  nothing  but  the  courage  with 
which  they  fought  supported  them,  and 
that  was  so  great  as  to  move  pity  in  aU 
their  friends  who  beheld  them  thus  destroy- 
ing each  other.  But  their  unweariable 
hearts  would  not  allow  theni  to  rest.  They, 
continued  the  battle  with  such  fury,  that 
the  beholders  surely  thought  neither  eould 
ever  survive  for  an  after^fight ;  whereat  most 
of  the  knights  and  princes  then  held  in 
captivity  felt  such  grief,  that  liefer  would 
they  have  remained  for  ev^r  in  bondage 
than  that  their  deliverance  should  be  pur- 
chased with  the  Ufe  of  such  a  man, 

Bramuziando  and  he  now  drew  back  awhile 
to  tajke  breath.  The  giant  began  tp  sus* 
pect  ths^t  this  was  the  knight  should  b^ii^g 
him  under  obeisance,  of  whose  comii^  his 
aunt  Eutropa  did  $dways  gi^t  a  doubt  i  v^4 
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he  mused  within  himself  whether  it  Wem 
not  best  to  offer  him  some  compromise,  and 
so  leave  off  the  battle  ;  but  when  he  consi- 
dered that  to  present  such  a  condition  to  his 
enemy,  might  express  cowardice,  he  deter- 
mined rather  to  end  his  life. 

The  knight  of  Fortune,  who  stood  also  in 
the  same  apprehension,  said  within  himself. 
If  I  do  lose  my  life  in  the  deliverance  of 
so  many,  here  better  than  any  where  else  it  » 
will  be  bestowed.  Then  turning  his  thoughts 
to  his  lady  Polinarda,  in  this  manner  he  be- 
gan to  invoke  her  silently,  saying.  If,  lady,  at 
any  lime  you  remember  me,  let  it  be  now, 
if  only  thAt  you  may  know  how  by  your 
help  so  great  a  victory  was  atchieved. 

While  he  was  thus  commending  to  her  care 
the  peril  of  this  battle,  he  saw  Dramuziando 
coming  at  him  with  his  sword  lifted  in 
both  hands,  for  neither  of  them  now  had 
shield  wherewith  to  defend  himself;^  and 
lightly  aVoidihg  the  blow,  he  mude  him  de- 
liver it  in  vain  :  in  this  mannet  he  still  saved 
himself,  dealing  in  his  crwn  the  while  with 
2  I  2 
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sure  aim,  yet  sometimes  receiving  hurt, 
whieh,  little  as  it  was,  yet  brotght  him  to 
such  weakness  in  his  present  state  that  he 
could  scarcely  bear  up.  All  who  beheld  the 
battle  were  astonished  at  the  sight.  But  at 
length,  neither  of  them  having  blood  or 
breath  left  to  bear  up,  nor  ought  more  than 
the  liveliness  of  their  invincible  spirits  to 
sustain  them,  they  became  at  the  same  in- 
stant so  exhausted,  that  Dramuziando  fell, 
and  the  knight  of  Fortune  sat  down  by  him, 
not  venturing  to  continue  on  foot  while  he 
unlaced  the  giant's  helmet.  Immediately  all 
the  prisoners  came  down,  Don  Duardos 
-  went  to  Dramuziando,  took  off  his  helmet 
that  he  might  receive  the  air,  desiring  the 
knight  of  Fortune  to  content  himself  with 
the  victory,  and  not  to  work  his  death. 
To  which  he  answered :  Although  mine 
intent  was  otherwise,  I  will  forbear  to 
part  his  bead  from  his  shoulders,  because 
you  command  me,  and  also  because  both 
he  and  I,  I  believe,  may  rather  be  ac- 
counted dead  thaa  living.  Prince  Prima- 
Icon,  Polendos,  and  the  other  knights,  then 
took  him  in  their  arms,  se^g  tb^-t  with  loss 
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of  blood,  a  deadly  faintness  came  over  hiin» 
The  sorrow  which  they  felt  took  away  all 
thoaght  of  the  victory.  At  this  time  they 
heard  a  great  knocking  at  the  gate^  which 
prince  Platir  opened,  and  beheld  an  ancient 
jnan,  apparelled  after  the  Grecian  fashion^ 
who  entered  the  castle,  accompanied  with  two 
damsels,  carrying  in  their  hands  two  golden 
boxes  of  precious  ointment.  And  with* 
out  delay  searching  the  wounds,  both  of  the 
giant  and  the  knight  of  Fortune,  the  old 
man  cleaned  away  the  blood  and  applied 
remedies  to  both,  with  equal  diligence,  not 
suffering  any  one  else  to  touch  them  ;  and 
ordering  them  to  be  laid  each  in  his  bed,  he 
tojd  the  princes  to  be  of  good  cheer,  for 
these  were  not  the  wounds  which  were  to 
bring  either  to  his  end.  This  promise  did 
greatly  content  the  princes,  who  desired 
nothing  so  much  as  the  health  of  the  knight 
of  Fortune  ;  in  that  by  his  conquering  the^ 
giant,  they  had  received  their  former  liberty  ; 
agaiw,  ,and  all  the  cruel  enchantments  that; 
Eutropa  had  practised  in  the  Valley  oi  Per-i 
dition,  were  now  fuUy  finished.  The  ancient 
man  then  departed,  leaving  the  damsels  to 
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complete  the  cure.  All  the  princes  accom- 
panied with  the  knight  of  Fortune,  except 
Don  Duardos,  who,  though  he  went  to  see 
him  twice  every  day,  remained  the  rest  of 
the  time  with  the  giant  Dramuziando,  be- 
cause he  would  not  be  ungrateful  for  the 
friendship  be  had  found  at  his  hands. 


END   OF   THE   FIRST   PART. 
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HERE   BEGINKETH 

THE  SECOND  PART 

or  THE  BOOK  OP  THE  RIGHT  VALIANT  KNIGHT 

PALMERIN  OF  ENGLAND, 

WHICH   TREATETH   OF   HIS   GREAT  FEATS  OF 
CHIVALRY  ;   AND  AI.SO  THOSE  OF  PRINCE 

FLORIAN  OF  THE  DESERT, 

HIS   BROTHER, 

CHAPTER  42. 


Dramuziando  being  thus  happily  oTercome, 
the  princes  would  not  depart  fronx  thence^ 
till  the  knight  of  Fortune  washable  to  bear 
them  company,  to  whom  the  damsels 
neither  spared  labour  nor  good  endeavour, 
80  that  they  had  good  hope  in  short  time, 
he  should  be  of  strength  to  travel  with  them« 
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In  the  mean  time,  they  determined  with 
themselves  to  send  a  messenger  to  the  king 
of  England,  that  he  might  understand  the 
good  fortune  which  would  make  amends  for 
the  great  sorrow  he  had  sustained  of  a  long 
time. 

The  prince  Floraman,  because  he  was  held 
to  be  the  most  eloquent  oi  the  whole  com- 
pany, was  appointed  by  geneial  consent  to 
bear  these  glad  tidings  ;  who  went  ilito  the 
armoury  belonging  to  Dramuziando,^  and 
put  on  his  own  arinour,  battered  and  broken 
as  it  was.  When  he  was  armed,  he  took  his 
leave  of  them  alt,  and  on  the  secoi\d  day 
arrived  at  London.  As  he  entered  he  saw 
none  but  common  people  in  the  streets,  and 
even  their  countenances  displayed  as  much 
sorrow  as  if  they  had  been  of  noble  race; 
^ith  tvhich,  at  that  time,  the  ioWet  rf  Dra- 
muziaiidb  was  better  filled  than  the  city. 
All  went  out  to  k)6k  kt  biln  as  Soni^ihiiig 
n6W,  wondering  at  the  inanrier  of  hk  aftns ; 
for  not  only  bad  the  blood  htiet  been 
cleaned  away  since  that  fearftd  battle,  in 
^hich  he  anck  his  frifelids  vkere  rtiade  pri^ 
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soners ;  but  they  were  so  hacked  to  pieces, 
that  it  appeared  a  tlung  against  reason  for 
any  one  to  bear  them. 

At  length  he  came  to  the  court,  as  the  king 
was  ready  to  ride  out  with  his  hawks^  and 
taking  off  his  hehnet  to  kiss  hands,  the 
king  who  knew  him  embraced  him,  saying, 
Certes,  sir  Floraman/  your  armour  doth 
witness  the  great  danger  through  which  you 
have  past;  though  no  such  witness  is  need- 
ful, except  to  those  who  know  you  not.  If 
you  bring  good  tidings,  I  beseech  you  de- 
liver them,  and  though  xhey  should  be  bad 
deliver  them  as  they  are:  for  I  am  so  accus- 
tomed to  bad  tidings  that  they  cannot  sur- 
prise me  much.  Sir,  answered  Floraman, 
return  to  the  queen  and  the  princess  Flerida^ 
for  in  their  presence  I  would  deliver  my 
report. 

At  these  words  the  king  took  Floraman  by 
the  hand,  and  walked  with  him  to  the  cham- 
ber where  the  queen  and  princess  were  sit- 
ting, who  welcomed  him  graciously,  accord- 
ing as  his  noble  birth  required.    Floraman, 
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who  never  before  this  instant  had  seen  the 
princess  Flerida,  thought  her  one  of  the 
fairest  women  that  he  had  ever  beheld, 
though  sorrow  had  bereft  her  of  much  of  her 
natural  beauty,  and  he  esteemed  himself  the 
gladdest  knight  alive  to  bring  such  tidings  U> 
her.  Then  after  he  had  done  his  duty,  ac- 
cording as  the  place  and  persons  beseemed, 
he  began  to  salute  them  with  these  speeches 
following : 

Certes,  sir,  if  for  all  the  labours  consequent 
upon  pursuit  of  arms,  I  had  never  reaped 
other  reward  than  that  of  this  hour,  sd  great 
is  that,  that  I  could  have  esteemed  none 
other  so  much.  But  before  I  deliver  thfe 
tidings  with  the  which  I  am  here  commis- 
sioned I  beseech  your  highnesses,  that  as  ye 
have  alway  hitherto  had  hearts  to  sustaia 
the  shocks  of  adverse  fortune,  so  ye  will  now 
receive  with  moderation  the  news  of  joy 
which  ye  are  to  hear  froih  me:  for  often- 
times the  effect  of  sudden  joy  is  like  that  of 
sorrow.  Don  Duardos  your  lioble  son,  Pri- 
maleon,  the  other  princes  and  knights,  so 
long  time  lost  and  now  found  at  last,  do  all 
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l^ss  the  hand  of  your  majesty ;  letting  you 
know  that  they  are  now  in  full  liberty,  and 
near  your  city  of  London,  where  I  have 
left  them,  waiting  for  the  recovery  of  the 
renowned  knight  of  Fortune,  by  whose 
I^ands  they  have  been  delivered  from  the 
captivity,  in  which  they  have  till  now  been 
I^ept  by  the  dreadful  giant  Dramuziando. 

These  wor48  moved  them  to  look  to  each 
other,  doubting  whether  they  might  give 
cred^ce  to  the  report  of  Floraman  or  no ; 
who  seeing  them  all  in  such  amazement,  as 
though  they  rather  believed  what  they  heard 
to  be  a  dream  than  very  truth,  confirmed 
his  tidings,  saying.  Be  sure,  sir,  your  son 
Do|i  Duardos  is  alive,  and  yesterday  I  left 
}^im  with  the  other  princes. 

The  king,  whp  began  at  these  last  words 
to  gather  sonfewhat  more  assurance,  rose 
}\p  {^pcl  embraced  him,  saying.  Sir  Floraman, 
^hat  shall  I  do  to  convince  you  that  from 
you  Qothing  but  truth  can  be  expected  ? 
i^ut  my  ill  fortune  has  h^en  so  apcustomedr 
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to  such  farrliffcrent  news,  that  it  would  not 
sttflfer  me  entirely  to  believe  you* 

The  queen  and  Flerida  withdrew  themselves 
into  a  chamber^  in  so  death^like  a  state  that 
many  remedies  were  nieedful  to  recover  them; 
joy  producing  such  agitation  in  those  who 
do  not  expect  it,  that  sorrow  is  oftentimes 
less  hurtful;  but  when  they  had  recovered 
they  embraced  each  other  over  and  over 
again,  as  though  they  had  just  met  after 
long  separation.  Yea,  such  were  the  seve- 
ral motion^  of  gladness  that  took  place 
within  their  sorrowful  minds,.as  themselves 
had  not  power  to  express  it,  nor  I  the  lei- 
sure to  declare  it.  The  king  was  desirous  . 
to  know,  by  whom  Don  Duardos  and  the 
other  princes  had  been  so  long  time  kept 
prisoners,  as  also  how  the  knight  of  Fortune 
behaved  himself,  in  that  so  many  had  \en^ 
tured,  yet  none  so  happy  to  prevail  as  he, 
Floraman  rehearsed  the  whole  state  of  their 
imprisonment,  from  the  first  to  the  last,  with 
the  continuance  of  accidents  happening  in 
tiiat  time;  but  when  he  declared  the  last 
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combat  of  the  knight  of  Fortune,  agaitiJt 
the  giant  Dramuziando^  the  king  was  taken 
^ith  a  marvellous  astonishment ;  and  he 
said,  thinking  on  the  strong  guard  which 
Dramuziando  kept  in  his  fortress,  and  of  all 
^at  had  happened.  The  war  that  the  giant 
Franarque  made  against  my  father  was  not 
enough,  but  even  the  relics  of  it  were  to 
bring  my  life  into  this  danger !  I  give  thanks 
to  God  who  appointed  it  so,  that  he  hath 
not  been  pleased  the  end  of  my  days  should 
be  as  joyless  as  I  looked  for.  Then  he 
asked  if  Dramuziando  were  slain.  Flora- 
man  replied,  that  he  was  not,  and  that  Don 
Duardos  was  as  desirous  that  his  life  should 
be  preserved  as  his  own,  and  had  besought 
kim  to  request  the  king,  when  the  giant 
should  come  to  court,  to  receive  him  as  a 
person  to  whom  much  was  due,  for  he  had 
never  seen  any.  other  giant  deserving  of 
much  honour.  Upon  this  the  king,  though 
he  bad  no  will  so  to  do,  yet  hearing  of  his 
courteous  dealing  towards  his  son  and  the 
other  prisoners,  promised  to  fulfil  the  desire 
of  his  son  in  any  thing.  And  so  he  went  to 
ttie  chamber  of  the  prinQCSs  Flerida>  to 
2  K 
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wkom,  takmg  her  io  his  aras^  be  rebear9«d 
all  the  talk  that  had  passed  between  bim  a^^ 
the  priuce  Koraxiuuti. 

s  This  news  was  so  blazed  thorovr  the  cit/ 
of  London^  that  many  came  to' welcome  the 
)»rince  Floraman;  and  many  took  the  way  to 
the  castle  of  the  giant  Dramuziando^  the  joy* 
fulness  for  recovery  of  their  lost  prince  bein^ 
09  general  as  the  passed  sorrow.  Such  rejoio* 
iogs  were  made  by  the  people,  as  might  be 
expected  from  those  who  had  been  so  long 
time  without  joy.  FJerida  hearing  the  up- 
roar of  their  merrj^making,  had  not  yet  sa 
far  exiled  from  her  heart  all  her  former  fear^ 
but  that  i^he  still  feared  the  joy  wpuld  not 
yet  be  perfect.  But  when  the  day  was  over, 
being  past  in  visits  and  congratulations,  many 
persons  who  had  been  at  the  tower  of  tb^ 
giant  arrived,  and  confirmed  the  news. 

The  king  thought  good  immedialely  to  ^vq 
knowledge  of  this  happy  chance,  to  the  em- 
peror Palmerin  of  Constantiaople,  who  had 
8p  long  Uved  in  sprrow  for  the  loss  of  bis  qon 
imd  of  his  daughter's  husband;  wd  c^iUiAg 
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Argdante,  fioti  to  the  duke  of  Ortam,  gave 
Jhim  his  commandment  following*  Because 
you  carried  tidings  to  the  emperor;  when  the 
great  mishap  fell  to  my  son,  I  am  minded 
you  shall  now  go  give  him  a  cause  of  as  great 
joy  as  then  you  did  of  heaviness*  Argo- 
iante  kissed  his  hands  for  this  great  favour> 
and  taking  his  arms  without  delay,  departed 
speedily  towards  Constantinople. 

The  palace  was  immediately  hung  with  rich 
tapestry,  all  except  the.  apartments  of  He- 
rida,  who  would  not  consent  to  the  change 
till  she  had  seen  Don  Duardos.  Three 
dajrs  after,  the  king,  desirous  to  see  his  son^ 
and  thp  other  princes,  determined  to  ridfe 
to  the  castle  of  Dramuziando:  but  sir  Pridos 
arrived  at  this  time,  and  dissuaded  him,  say- 
ing, that  the  knight  of  Fortune,  and  the 
giant  Dramuziando,  were  well  nigh  recover- 
ed, and  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  abide 
travel  the  whole  company  would  come  and 
kiss  his  handsr^^V^hen  the  king  beheld  sir 
Pridos  b^Twell  knew  that  all  which  had  been 
told  him  was  indeed  true ;  and  taking  him  in 
hisr  arms,  he  led  him  to  Flerida,  who  was 
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well  nigh  as  much  relieved  at  the  sight  6f 
him,  as  if  it  had  been  Don  Duardos  himself. 
The  king  was  so  joyfiil  a  man,  that  those 
grey  hairs  of  his  which  had  borne  so  many 
sorrows,  seemed  rather  to  belong  to  another, 
than  to  one  who  had  endured  so  much. 
Pridos  said  to  him  that  Don  Duardos  be- 
sought him  when  he  shpuld  see  Dramu- 
ziando  to  treat  him  not  as  an  enemy,  but  as 
the  greatest  friend  he  had  in  the  world. 
iUready,  rej^ed  the  king,  prince  Roraman 
hath  requested  that,  and  though  my  will  was 
otherwise,  I  shall  do  as  he  requests,  as  wdl 
because  the  courtesy  of  this  giant  deserves  it, 
^  because  I  know  that  it  is  k&  glory  to  take 
vengeance  upoa  a  yielded  enemy  than  to 
forgive  him. 
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CHAPTER  43. 


The  knight  of  Fortune  and  the  giant  Dra* 
ihuziando  had  at  last  attained  such  strength^ 
as  they  could  well  ehdure  to  bear  armour, 
lil^hen  they  concluded  to  abandon  the  fortress. 
But  before  they  departed,  Don  Duatdos 
Ivould  appoint  such  a  knigbt  to  govern  it, 
as  should  render  it  into  his  hands  when  he 
were  willing  to  receive  it.  And  to  Eutropa 
(alheit  her 'discourteous  dealings  deserved 
small  favour)  he  would  give  another  castle, 
as  well  to  manifest  his  noble  mind,  which 
had  the  power  to  pardon  her,  as  also  be* 
cause  he  hoped,  by  heaping  bounties  upon 
her,  to  win  her  friendship.  This  granted, 
and  well  esteemed  by  general  consent,  the 
prince  Beroldo  was  appointed  to  give  her 
2  K  3 
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knowledge  thereof;  but  while  they  were  de- 
puting him^  they  felt  such  an  earthquake  in 
the  castle^  as  they  supposed  it  would  haye 
fisdlen  down  on  their  beads;  beside^  there 
arose  suddenly  such  a  terrible  darkness  as 
they  could  not  behold  one  another.  .  At  last 
in  the  air,  as  they  judged,  they  heard  a  voice 
which  sounded  in  their  ears  after  this  man- 
ner :  Don  Duardos,  seek  not  to  pleasure  her, 
who  shall  requite  thy  friendship  with  un- 
thankfulness.  I  am  that  Eutropa,  who  all 
this  while  hath  plagued  thee  and  thy  friends, 
and  will  continue  in  tormenting  thee  and 
thine,  until  death  hath  made  an  end  of  me. 
I  go  now  to  the  place  where  I  shall  have 
leisure  from  all  other  thoughts  to  bend  my 
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that  they  were  rid  of  her,  who  was  so  ill 
affected  to  them. 

The  damselsy  who  by  the  commandment  of 
the  ancient  man,  had  staid  there  till  the 
knights  were  perfectly  recovered^  now  came 
to  the  prince  Don  Duardos,  using  these 
words :  Sir,  give  us  leav^  now  to  depart. 
That  for  which  we  came  hither  is  completed^ 
and  our  presence  is  needed  elsewhere.  Trust 
me,  ladies,  said  Don  Duardos,  your  great 
courtesies  hath  so  severely  bound  me,  that  I 
might  be  justly  reproached  of  ingratitude, 
to  suffer  you  to  depart,  not  using  such  ho- 
nourable recompence  as  you  have  well  de- 
served. Nevertheless,  what  I  owe  you  is  so 
much,  and  what  I  can  here  repay  you  so 

ech  you  either  to 
rt,  or  tell  me  where 
shall  then  perceive 
r  your  debtor, 

he  virtue  which  is 
noble  mind,  and 

eds  throughout  the 
well,  that  to  us  Jto 
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proof  of  it  18  needed.  If  our  presence  at 
London  may  at  any  time  profit  you,  we  wiB 
}>e  as  ready  to  come  as  you  can  be  desirous 
to  wish  us  there,  if  he  who  left  us  here  shouU 
send  us  ;  but  to  tell  you  where  we  may  be 
found  is^  what  we  must  not  do,  for  in  so  do- 
ing we  should  err  against  him  who  hath  for- 
bidden it.  All  we  now  ask  is  license  to  de- 
part ;  other  bounties  are  so  certain  in  yoa 
to  all  who  need  them,  that  it  would  be  great 
distrust  in  any  one  to  think  that  at  any  time 
he  could  lose  any  thing  by  you.  So  taking 
their  leave  of  the  knight  of  Fortune,  with 
all  the  other  princes,  they  went  to  the  gate 
of  the  castle,  wherp  they  found  two  palfreys 
ready  appointed  for  them,  and  being  mount- 
ed thereon,  took  their  way  toward  the  plac^ 
whither  they  were  to  go. 

Don  Duar^os  Seeing  all  were  now  in  goo< 
readiness,  determined  to  depart;  but  first  he 
ordered  that  the  castle  should  be  held  for  the 
knight  of  Fortune.  This  the  knight  would 
not  permit;  contrariwise,  he  besought  Don 
Duardos  so  earnestly  to  accept  it  at  his  hands 
that  he  made  him  so  do,  .but  upon  this  con- 
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dition  l>y  the  prince  demanded,— that  froni 
that  time  forward  it  should  be  called  the 
Tower  of  Fortune,  in  remembrance  of  him 
who  had  won  it.  So  leaving  Pompides  there 
to  keep  it  till  another  should  be  sent  in  his 
place,  they  departed  all  towards  London, 
enth  armed  in  his  own  armour,  which  Dra- 
muziando,  as  trophies  of  his  victories,  had 
hung  up  in  his  armoury.  The  giant  himself 
went  in  that  which  he  had  worn  in  his  last 
battle,  because  upon  that  might  be  seen 
the  marks  of  the  great  prowess  and  excellent 
strength  of  the  knight  of  Fortune.  So  they 
travelled  on  mth  such  great  pleasure  as  may 
be  imagined,  till  night,  overtook  them  in  a 
valley  two  leagues  from  London,  where  tents 
were  pitched  in  readiness,  and  all  things 
needful  provided.  There  they  remained 
that  night,  and  on  the  morrow  at  the  uprise 
proceeded  on  their  way,  as  contentedly  as 
who  remembered  t»he  prison  from  whence 
they  were  going,  and  the  liberty  which  they 
now  enjoyed. 

The  citizens  being  admonished  of  the  com- 
ing of  their  long-lost  prince  Don  Duardos^ 
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gathered  themselves  in  such  heaps' in  the 
fields  and  roads^  that  the  princes  could  hard- 
ly break  through  them  with  their  hoi-ses. 
Some  of  them  pleased  to  see  Don  Duardos, 
because  he  had  been  so  long  absent  from 
them ;  other  some  to  see  the  giant  Dramu- 
ziando^  marvelling  that  the  knight  of  For- 
tune had  the  power  to  conquer  him  who  had 
subdued  so  many.  Tlius  passing  on  they 
arrived  at  last  in  sight  of  the  great  city  of 
London,  where  Don  Duardos  seeing  Fleridas 
apartments  among  its  populous  edifices,  the 
tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks,  remember- 
ing how  long  time  he  had  been  from  thence, 
and  had  not  seen  her  whom  he  most  honour- 
ed, aQd  entirely  loved ;  but  seeing  he  wjb 
i^ome  again  at  last,  and  that  his  happiness 
should  recompcnce  what  had  been  amiss,  he 
quieted  himself  lest  any  should  behold  his 
weakness. 

When  they  drew  near  the  city,  the  Icing 
went  put  with  a  solemn  procession  1:9  meet 
them,  and  all  alighted  to  accompany  him*  He 
received  tbem .  all  graciously,  giving  them 
fiuch  princely  entertainment,  as  their  nol»- 
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jty  af  birth,  an<J  honourable  estate  required. 
Don  Duardos  was  one  of  the  last :  he  came 
leading  Dramuziando  in  his  hand^  and  hav- 
ing knelt  upon  the  ground  and  kissed  the 
king's,  he   said    to    him;     My   sovereign 
lord  and  father,  if  I  either  have  or  may  find 
fevour  at  your  hands,  entertain  this  giant,^ 
xLOt  as  the  spn  of  lus  father,  but  even  as  one 
of  liie  best  men  in  the  world.    Th$  king 
enbracing  his  son>  received  him  in  his  arm» 
fjfom  the  ground,  bedewing  his  white  and 
l^ary  beard  with  abundance  of  tears,  which 
through  mere  love  he  shed  for  ihe  presence 
of  Don  Duardos,  when  he  began  to  answer 
tim  in  this  manner :  What  is  he,  my  son, 
who  conceiving  so  great  desire  as  I  of  long 
tune  have  to  see  you,  could  find  in  his  heart 
u>  deny  any  thing  that  you  should  require. 
Thea  cpu^ing    to  Dramuziando,  who  en- 
deavoured   to  kiss   his   grace's  hand,   em-' 
bracing  him  in  his  arms,   he  thus  began  : 
Certes,   Dramuziando,  I   could  little  have 
thought  that  I  could  have  wished  so  well- 
to  one  who  hath  wrought  me  so  much  evil; 
but  your  great  bounty  and  gentleness  have 
had  such  power  as  not  only,  to  deprive  me 
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of  all  hatred^  but  even  so  change  it  to  good 
will,  that  I  know  not  if  any  one  could  now 
be  your  enemy  and  not  be  mine  also.  Now 
perceiving  that  the  knight  of  Fortune  was 
coming  up^  he  took  him  in  his  arms  and 
said :  Who  was  it  that  alway  secretly  toid 
me,  that  if  any  good  were  in  reserve  for  rae 
it  must  be  from  your  hands  ?  From  God's 
hands,  may.  your  highness  say  that  it  hath 
come,  replied  the  knight,  mine  were  not  of 
such  power;  if  they  had  not  been  instnir 
ments  of  his  mercy^  the  giant  Dramuziando 
could  not  by  hand  of  man  have  been  sub- 
dued. 

This  meeting  being  over,  they  all  went  fol- 
lowing the  procession  to  the  chief  church  of 
}x)ndon,  where  mass  was  performed  with 
such  solemnity  of  song  and  instrument,  as 
had  not  of  long  time  been  celebrated  there. 
This  done,  the  princes  and  knights  made  the 
king,  almost  by  force,  mount  on  horseback, 
and  they  accompanied  him  on  foot  to  the 
palace,  where  the  queen  and  Flerida  came 
out  to  receive  ihem.  Both  of  them  took 
Poa  Duardos  in  their  arms,  as  if  each  found 
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that  if  she  delayed^  it  were  possibk  again  fo 
lose  him.  The  king  took  the  queen  by  her 
sleeve^ and  said^  Your  son  is  now  in  your  own 
house^  where  you  may  every  day  see  him ; 
speak  now  to  these  princes  and  knights^  to 
whom  we  are  so  greatly  beholden  for  the 
peril  in  which  they  have  all  placed  them- 
selves, because  of  their  wish  for  the  recovery 
of  Don  Duardos.  Then  he  shewed  her  the 
prince  Primaleon,  to  whom  she  went,  receiv- 
ing him  as  beseemed  the  royalty  of  his  per- 
son. The  like  she  did  to  Vernao,  the  king 
Polendos,  Recindos,  and  Arnedos,  with  all 
the  princes  and  knights. 

Then  Flerida,  thinking  that  now  Don  Duar- 
dos was  indeed  secure,  coming  to  her  bro- 
ther Primaleon,  embraced  him  with  these 
words:  Forgive  me,  sir,  that  I  did  not  this 
sooner,  for  sure  the  glad  coming  of  my  lord 
Don  Duardos  made  me  unmindful  of  every 
thing  beside.  Your  reason,  sister,  is  allow- 
ed, answered  Primaleon,  and  though  you 
had  tarried  longer  without  remembering  me, 
there  had  been  no  fault.  Then  taking  her 
by  the  hand,  and  Don  Duardos  escorting  in 
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like  maQoer  the  queen  his  mother^  they  led 
them  to  their  apartments;  the  king  then 
vent  out  in  person  to  see  that  their  lodg- 
ings should  be  presently  provided,  which 
they  found  in  every  point  so  royally  adorned, 
as  they  could  not  speak  sufficient  in  praise 
of  the  court  pf  England.  They  vrere  lodged 
in  the  palace  in  this  manner.  Primaleon, 
Vernao,  and  Belcar,  together  ;  the  kings  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Thessaly,  together  in 
another  part ;  the  knight  of  Fortune  in  an- 
other apartment,  with  prince  Beroldo,  and 
Crraciano,;  Platir,  Polinardo,  and  Franciano 
in  company  ;  and  Dramuziando,  with  May- 
ortes  and  the  soldan  Belagriz ;  and  all  the 
other  in  like  manner,  three*  together,  which 


•  Very  probably  three  in  a  bed.  A  lady,  whose  MS.  jour- 
nal of  a  tour  ihrough  the  whole  of  England,  in  queen  Anne*s 
reign,  is  now  before  me,  says  of  Buxton — "Two  beds  in  a 
room,  some  three  beds,  and  some  four,  so  that  if  you  have- 
not  company  enough  of  your  own  to  fill  a  room,  they  will 
be  re^dy  to  put  others  into  the  same  chamber ;  and  some- 
times they  are  so  crowded  that  three  must  lie  in  a  bed.^*  She 
adds,  •<  We  staid  two  nights,  by  reason  one  of  our  company 
was  ill ;  bat  it  was  sore  agaiii$t  our  wills,  for  there  is  no  peace 
ner  quiet*';    . 
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tbey  could  well  away  with,  as  well  because 
the  apartments  were  among  the  best  in  the 
worlds  as  because  for  errant  knights,  great 
personages  as  they  were,  less  would  have 
sufficed.  Thus  they  abode  awhile  there, 
each  desirous  to  go  his  way  as  soon  as  might 
be,  more  to  satisfy  the  longing  of  their  long 
absence,  than  for  the  wish  of  resuming  (heir 
governments. 


2l£ 
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CHAPTER  44. 


When  report  was  blazing  in  all  .countries, 
how  the  princes  and  knights  that  had  been 
so  long  time  lost,  and  could  not  be  heard 
of,  were  now  at  Uberty,  and  the  adventure  of 
Great  Britain  fuUy  ended,  it  soon  reached 
Trineo,  the  emperor  of  AUemaigne,  who 
had  spent  his  days  in  gre^t  sorrow  and 
grievous  complaints  for  his  two  sons  Veruao 
and  Polinardo;  and  though  the  effect  of 
this  long  grief  had  been  such  a§  with  the 
weight  of  his  years,  which  were  now  many, 
had  brought  him  to  such  weakness  that  his 
death  was  daily  looked  for,  it  was  yet  ordained 
that  he  should  hear  the  tidings  of  their  de- 
liverance ;  whereat  his  heart  was  surprised 
with  so  great  joy,  that  he  determined  to 
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travel  till  hecame  into  England.  So  accom- 
panied with  the  empress  Agriola,  who  be- 
sides her  desire  to  embrace  her  sons^  of 
whom  she  had  lost  all  hope,  wished  also 
before  die  died  td  see  her  native  country 
once  more,  he  passed  through  Germany, 
where  at  divers  of  his  cities  he  was  honour- 
ably received,  and  at  last  landed  on  the  coast 
of  England.  King  Fadrique  had  knowledge 
of  his  coming,  wherefore  he  commanded  the 
chamber  should  be  prpvided,  wherein  the 
empress  from  her  childhood  was  nouri^h^d^ 
and  where  Trineo  had  courted  her,  i^t  such 
time  as  Palmerin  de  Oliva  and  he  came  to 
present  their  servi<je  to  the  king  of  England. 
All  the  knights  prepared  to  go  meet  him. 
three  leagues  from  the  city  of  London^  and 
the  king>  accompanied  with  Vernao  and  Po- 
linardo,  went  with  them. 

But  to  rehearse  unto  you  the  roys^l  and  gra- 
cious entertainment  they  received  by  the 
king,  with  the  sumptuous  and  rare  devices, 
framed  by  the  citizens  to  welcome  hin^ 
withal,  would  ask  a  greater  time  than  I  can 
well  stay  so  long  from  discoursing  of  our. 
£  L  3 
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history ;  but  so  great  was  the  king's  favour, 
and  so  liberal  the  expences  of  his  dutiful 
subjects,  that  they  said  within  themselves, 
England  had  no  fellow.  When  they  were 
come  to  the  palace,  the  queen  and  the 
princess  Flerida,  being  gorgeously  attired 
against  the  coming  of  such  a  great  state, 
received  him  with  such  royalty  as  is  not 
here  to  be  spoken  of.  With  great  honour 
they  were  conducted  to  their  chamber,  all 
retiring  back,  except  Vemao  aad  PeRinardo 
their  sons,  whom  the  empress  would  have 
that  night  to  sleep  in  her  chamber,  being 
scarce  able  to  persuade  herself  that  she  had 
verily  and  indeed  recovered  them.  Now 
because  they  were  weary  with  their  journey, 
ther^  was  no  ball  that  night  as  had  been  in- 
tended. But  all  the  knights  busied  them- 
selves in  preparing  for  the  sports  which  were 
to  be  celebrated,  each  trusting  to  do  such 
things  as  should  evince  what  loss  Christen- 
dom bad  bad  during  their  captivity. 

The  emperor  would  often  declare  to  Agriola 
what  sharp  assaults  he  had  endured  in  that 
chamber^  being  amorous  of  her  love,  aud 
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wishing  for  the  time  again^  wherein  he  spent 
his  floarishing  youth  so  valiantly;  and  if 
tho^  days  could  have'  returned,  though 
with  gpeat^r  danger  than  before,  both  would 
gladly  have  given  in  exchange  for  thetn  their 
wliole  sovereignty.  But  knowing  that  this 
desire  was  impossible  to  be  recovered,  he 
delighted  to  rehearse  what  pleasant  conpeiu 
had  passed  between  him  and  her,  as  well 
when  she  was  coy,  as  when  she  made  ac- 
ceptation of  his  courtesy ;  and  shewed  her 
the  secret  places  of  danger,  which  full  maiiy 
a  time  he  made  hazard  in,  when  he  had  de- 
sire to  speak  with  her.  Thus  between  tears 
and  pleasant  talk,  he  passed  this  remem- 
brance in  his  thoughts  ;  at  other  times  talk- 
ing of  the  doubts  and  fears  of  Agriola  in 
those  days,  and  the  feats  of  the  famous  Pal- 
merin  de  Oiiva,  then  an  errant  knight ;  in 
these  and  such  like  discourses  passing  the 
night  with  less  repose  than  they  would  have 
found  elsewhere, 

.  The  next  morning  galleries  and  scaffolds 
were  made  about  the  tilt-yard,  where  the 
tournament  was  to  be  held.    The  knights 
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ef  England  and  AUemaigne  held  one  dide 
logetherj  and  the  other  side  was  maintained 
by  the  knights  of  the  emperor  Pahnerin's 
conrt>  and  the  other  strangers ;  each  deter^ 
mining  to  do  wcmders^  as  well  the  valisint  as 
those  who  were  not  so :  for  in  these  cases 
hoth  good  and  had  axt  equallj  desirous  of 
flory« 


,y  Google 


S93 


CHAPTER  45. 


Argolante,  who,  by  the  commandment  of 
the  king  of  England,  was  departed  on  his 
voyage  towards  Constantinople,  to  declare 
unto  the  emperor  Palmerin  the  good  suc- 
cess, endeavoured  himself  so  well  in  his 
journey  (through  the  help  of  good  wind  and 
weatl^er)  that  ^t  last  he  attained  the  end  of 
liis  travail.  On  a  Monday,  at  the  hour  of 
vespers,  he  reached  the  great  city  of  Con- 
stantinople, which  was  in  those  days  desti- 
tute of  those  of  whom  it  had  now  greater 
need  than  had  been  felt  in  any  former  time. 
Before  be  entered  the  gates,  he  perceived  a 
few  men  on  foot,  labouring  to  provide  the 
walls,  and  among  them,  upon  a  black 
backoey,  the  emperor,  now  grown  so  gray 
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^itli  anguish  of  mind^  and  his  face  so  wan, 
'  by  reason  of  his  continual  mourning,  that 
he  stood  in  doubt  whether  it  were  the  empe- 
ror or  no ;  but  that  be  was  certified  thereof, 
by  the  people  which  made  their  recourse 
through  the  streets,  who  told  him>  that 
report  was  given  abroad,  how  the  soldans 
of  Babylon  and  Persia,  had  gathered  a 
mighty  army,  intending  to  besiege  their 
city,  which  made  the  emperor  in  his  own 
person,  to  go  to  sec  the  fortifying  of  thfe 
walls,  that  his  rampiers  of  defence  might  be 
ready  to  resist  the  enemy*  Argolante  coming 
before  the  emperor,  (who  presendy  knew 
him)  alighted,  and  kneeling  down,  humbly 
kissed  his  hand,  to  whom  the  emperor  thus 
spake :— You  see,  Argolante,  into  what  ne- 
cessity the  city  of  Constantinople  is  now  un- 
happily fallen ;  in  times  pa<(t  if  I  had  heard 
that  enemies  were  preparing  to  come  against 
it,  I  would  have  ordered  the  walls  to  h6 
thrown  down  for  them,  that  they  might  enter 
if  they  could ;  now  it  is  left  so  desolate 
9uid  so  full  of  fear,  that  I  am  constrained  to 
fortify  it,  hoping  to  have  some  defence  in 
raipparts,  since  there  is  no  other  to  hope  for* 
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But  now  mount  thy  horse  again,  and  tell  me 
how  fareth  thy  sovereign  lord  the  king  of 
England  i  to  demand  for  other  tidings  I  well 
know  were  bootless. 

Argolante  answered.  The  king,  my  sovereigtt 
lord,  saluteth  your  imperial  estate  with  all 
happiness  that  he  can  wish,  or  you  possibly 
desire.  As  for  my  charge,  if  you  will  vouch- 
safe the  place  where  the  empress  Gridonia, 
a^d  the  other  ladies  may  be  present,  yon 
shall  all  be  certified  thereof.  The  emperor 
at  these  words  went  straight  to  the  chamber 
of  Gridonia,  where  he  sent  and  desired  the 
empress  to  come  and  hear  news  of  her 
daughter  Flerida.  The  empress  accordingly 
came;  and  Argolante  seeing  that  Basilia,  wife 
to  Vernao,  was  not  present,  said  to  the  em- 
peror. Sir,  the  lady  Basilia  would  also  have 
her  share  of  this  visit,  wherefore  I  kiss  the 
latand  of  your  majesty  in  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  send  for  her. 

These  words  began  to  disturb  the  emperor, 
and  his  heart  began  to  forebode  what  was 
coming:  so  that  in  bis  eagerness  to  hear 
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the  whole    tidiiigs^   and    kn'owin^  likewise 
Basilic  would  hardly  leave  her  chamber^  he 
^ent  for  her  himsielf ;  when  being   all  set 
down  together,   Argolante  in  this  manner 
uttered  his  embassage,  in  a  loud  voice,  that 
^m  might  hear :   Well  must  your  majesty  re- 
member, that  at  the  time  when  my  lord 
prince  Don  Duardos  disappeared,  1  was  he 
who  brought  the  sad  news  of  his  loss  to  this 
courts  whereby  was  occasioned  tlie  loss  of 
fJl  the  knights  of  your  house,  and  first  of  all 
of  your  son  Primaleon,  who  was  in  those 
days  the  mirror  of  all  who  bore  arms.    Ill 
therefore,    should  I  again  present  myself 
where  my  former  news  caused  such  grief, 
without  I  might  bring  those  tidings  as  should 
(in  recompence)  cause  a  mutual  and  general 
gladness. 

I  know  not  if  your  majesty  hath  at  any  time 
heard  the  knight  of  Fortune  named,  Uiough 
his  feats  are  such  as  blazon  him  in  all  parts, 
and  indeed  I  have  heard  that  it  was  here  he 
vanquished  prince  Floraman,  in  the  combat 
concerning  the  image  of  Altea.  He,  in  his 
<Jiivalry,   the  only  lamp  md  loadstone  to 
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tempts ;  after  all  the  knights  who  had  land- 
ed in  Great  Britain^  and  were  in  truth  the 
flower  of  the  world,   were  lost  there,  and 
none  knew  how,  and  the  kingdom  remained 
destitute  of  all  knighthood,  he  reached  the 
tower  of  the  giant  Dramuziando,  son  to  Fra- 
harque,  whom  yoti  slew  in  England,  to  the 
which  tower  none  could  approach  without 
the  consent  of  the  great  enchantress,  Eutropa, 
Jiramuziando's    aunt,  who  had  laid    spells 
upon  the  forest  all  round  aboutj,  to  the  end 
that  she  might  take  vengeance  for  her  bro- 
ther's death.     And  jousting  first  with  Doa 
Duardos,  according  to  the  custoni  of  the 
castle,  entered  afterwards  into  single  combat 
with  the  dreadful  Pandaro,  of  no  less  strength 
and  valour  than  fierceness,  whoni  by  might 
of  arms  he  conqueredand  slew.  Then  had  he 
another  full  fearful  battle  with  Daliagam  of 
the  Dark  Cave,  who  was  nothing  fessin  staturd 
than  the  other  giant,  and  even  of  greater 
might,  but  by  fine  force  he  conquered  and 
slew  him  also.     Lastlv,  and  all  this  iii  thd 
same  day,  he  fought  with  the  giant  Dramu- 
ziando, of  ^hom  your  insljesty  may  bell6^e 
voi<.  I.  ^  M 
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according  to  the  report  of  all,  that  he  hath 
somuch  the  advantage  above  all  other  giants, 
both  in  strength  and  skill  at  arms,  and  well 
nigh  surpasseth  all  belief.  In  this  battle  was 
the  knight  of  Fortune  so  cruelly  handled. 

The  emperor  suddenly  staying  Argolante  at 
these  words,  said,  I  beseech  you  before  ypu 
proceed  further,  resolve  me  whether  the 
knight  of  Fortune  be  alive  as  yet  or  no  ;  for 
till  I  am  delivered  from  this  fear,  I  can  ill 
listen  to  what  you  have  further  to  discourse : 
to  which  Argolante  replied,  I  left  hiui  in 
such  good  disposition  as  himself  cojiild  w^ish, 
or  your  ijiajesty  desire;  though  when  he  had 
conquered  the  giant  Dramuziando,  he  re- 
mained in  such  phght  that  it  was  not  be-. 
Ueyed  he  could  live  two  hours  to  enjoy  his 
victory.  But,  said  the  emperor,  you  say 
that  after  all  he  is  alive  ?  Certainly  so,  re^ 
plied  Argolante ;  and  in  condition  to  go 
throijgh  another  such  danger  as  this  last. 
Noyv  th^n  .proceed,  said  the  emperor;  no- 
thing which  you  can  have  to  say  can  make 
me  sad,  nor  any  other  news  rejoice  me  so 
greatly  as  this.    Nay^  replied  Argolante^  if 
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your  highness  rejoiceth  so  greatly  in  his 
victory,  there  is  inore  reason  for  it  than  you 
have  divined,  for  thereby  the  forest  of  that  dis-r 
loyal  Eutropa  is  subdued  from  all  her  enchant- 
ments; and  Primaleon  your  son,  and  Don  ' 
Duardos,  and  all  th^e  other  captive  princes, 
in  despite  of  her  and  thfe  giant  Dramuziando, 
are  relieved  from  their  long  imprisonment. 
Th^n  turning  to  Basilia,  And  for  you,  lady, 
that  your  portion  of  this  joy  may  not  be  the 
least,  your  Vetnao,  who  would  not  be  behind 
his  kinsmen  and  friends  in  danger,  but  was 
their  companion  in  captivity,  is  delivered 
with  them,  in  health  even  to  your  wish. 

Gridonia,  now  like  one  whom  sudden  joy 
had  made  beside  herself,  rose  up  and  em- 
braced Basilia,  whom  these  words  had  well 
nigh  rendered  senseless.  The  empress  came 
and  took  them  both  by  the  hand,  conduct- 
ing them  into  her  oratory,  where  in  hearty 
devotions  they  gave  thanks  to  God  for  this 
prosperous  success.  In  the  meanwhile,  the 
emperor  remained  with  Argolante,  hearing 
at  length  all  that  had  passed,  and  enjoying 
this  happiness  so  moderately,  that  none?- 
2  M  2 
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could  perceWe  in  him  any  emption  ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  questioned  and  listened  with 
the  same  coolqess  as  if  the  convf  rsation  had 
been  upon  some  every-day  subject.  After 
he  had  heard  the  names  of  such  noble 
princes  ai^d  knights,  as  were  partners  in  thii 
long  captivity,  he  said,  Certes,  tbpi^gh  the 
captivity  of  Don  Duardos  bad  been  to  no 
other  end  than  to  certify  him  of  the  frie^d- 
ship  of  such  men,  that  were  so  greatly  to  be 
esteemed,  that  it  might  well  suffice  to  put  all 
past  sorrow  out  of  remembrance.  Then  re- 
turning to  pew  enquiries  aft;er  the  knight  of 
Fortune,  he  called  to  ren^embxance  the  letter 
sent  by  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  of  the  Three 
Fates,  the  same  day  as  Polendos,  king  of 
Thessaly,  delivered  him  that  royal  present. 
Through  all  the  city,  was  presently  noised 
the  recovery  of  the  princes,  which,  beside 
the  joy  that  it  occasioned,  caused  every  one 
to  mak^  small  accoim.t  of  th,e  soldans  of 
Babylon  and  Persia,  in  that  they  judged 
themselves  under  sui;e  defence,  now  they 
had  obtamed  those  whom  they  had  lost. 

Argolante,  taking  leave  from,  the  emperor. 
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departed  the  next  morning,  leaving  Con- 
stantinople as  joyful  now  as  he  had  left  it 
sorrowftil  on  his  former  embassage.  But 
such  are  the  changes  and  mutabilities  of 
Fortune,  who^/when  the  hearths  drowned 
in  grief  past  any  good  hope,  she  sendeth  a 
happy  success  to  requite  the  former  mis» 
chance;  and  likewise,  ^h^re  most  pleasure 
hath  residence,  there  she  provideih  the 
greatest  mishap. 
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CHAPTER  46. 


Eight  days  after  the  emperor  Trineo  was 
arrived,  scaffolds  and  galleries  were  built 
about  the  tilt-yard ;  and  the  Sunday  being 
come,  on  which  the  tournament  was  to  be 
held,  all  the  city  awoke  at  day-break  with 
the  sound  of  arms  and  instruments  of  war. 
At  the  hour  appointed  forth  issued  all  those 
personages,  nobly  accompanied.  The  king 
went  first,  leading  the  empress  his  sister  by 
the  hand.  The  empercfr  Trineo  led  Herida, 
and  Primaleon  led  the  queen,  and  the  ladies 
in  Uke  manner  went  accompanied  by  those 
English  knights  who  served  them,  and  ex* 
pccted  that  day  to  merit  some  favour  by 
their  exploits^  which  in  such  cases  he  often 
dcmbts  who  greatly  desiref.   They  came  a^ 
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gaily  and  gallaatly  bedizened  as  befitted  a 
time  of  such  joyance.  Having  reached  the 
li^ts,  all  these  princes  seated,  themselves  in 
the  places  which  hacj  been  prepared  for  them, 
And4  though  by  reason  of  the  sorrow  which 
had  so  long  time  prevailed  at  the  court  of 
England,  there  were  not  many  ladies  in  the 
palace,  the  empress  Agriola  brought  some 
w:ith  her  worthy  to  be  »erved  and  perilous 
to  be  beheld,  that  her  appearance  filled  the 
seats  with  a  sight  much  to  be  seen  and  not 
less,  to  be  desired.  Thus  being  aU  seated, 
the  English  knights,  apid  the  strangers  who 
were  on  the  same  side,  entered  in  such  num- 
bers as  weE  nigh  to  fill  the  whole  space- 
wherein  the  tourney  was  to  be  held.  It  was 
not  loi|g  before  on  the  other  side  of  the 
yard  entered  those  valorous  youths,  the 
knig)it3  of  the  emperor  Palmerin's  house-^ 
hpld,  gay  and  gallant,  in  new  anas  bpth 
r^ch-  and,  splendid,  garnished  with,  cheerful 
colours  ai^d  inventions  of  tlieir  fapcy,  so  as 
u>  stir  with  delight  the  spirits  of  all  who  be-* 
b^d  them.  They  came  with. a  standard  b^. 
fore  tbem>  and-  the  brave  prince  Graciana 
for  thQir  captaia;  to  whom  they  gave  that, 
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honour,  as  well  becaHse  he  was  fiill  worthy 
of  it^  as  because  B^inianT^t  &e  lang^  re- 
quest, did  not  enter  the  lists  that  day,  that 
the  others  might  display  themselves  to  more 
advantage;  it  seeming  an  unequal  thing,  that- 
he  whose  feats  were  so  different  from  those 
of  other  men,  should  enter  with  them.  The 
trumpets  were  sounded  as  the  signal  for  ca- 
countering  ;  and  such  was  the  uproar*  at  the 
lance-breaking,  that  it  seemed  as  if  all  Lon- 
don were  falling  in  ruins ;  and  many  were 
the  overthrows,  because  there  were  famous 
knights  on  both  sides. 

Graciano  ran  against  Estrope  de  Beltram, 
an  English  knight  of  great  strength,  and 
very  well  ^  esteemed  ;  but  Fortune  turned 
her  back  towards  him  that  day,  so  that  he . 
could  not  withstand  the  knightly  puissance 
of  the  French  prince.  Platir  encountered 
with  Normando  the  Proud,  and  made  him 
humbler  than  he  had  ever  been  before,  giv- 
ing him  such  a  welcome,  that  they  were 
glad  to  carry  him  forth  of  the  field.  In 
like  manner  Carlonte,  son  to  the  duke  of 
Boquingam,  sped   at  the  bands  of  prince 
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Beroldo,  and  the  English  knights  were 
urged  to  the  repulse,  Goarim  being  the  only 
notable  one  of  the  other  side  who  fell,  his 
horse  falling  wjth  him.  The  tilt  being  thus 
ov^r,  they  flashed  out.  their  swords,  and  the 
tourney  began  so  fiercely,  that  such  a  one 
had  never  before  been  seen  in  that  courtj, 
though  the  most  memorable  m  the  world 
had  been  seen  there.  On  both  sides  were 
singu^r  men  and  worthy  to  be  regarded. 
Eieroldo  breaking  thorough  the  ranks,  using 
sue];!  singular  behaviour  in  all  his  attempts 
as  was  greatly  liked  of  the  regardants,  came 
to  ClaifibaUe  of  Hungaria,  who  making  way 
to  meet  him  with  the  like  willjj  th^  settled 
themselves  stoutly  against  each  other,  they 
grappled  and  (their  horses  moving  on  in  the 
press)  came  to  the  ground  one  clinging  to 
the  other ;  presently  they  rose  and  began  so 
brave  a  battle,  that  many  left  off  beholding 
the  tourney  t;o  look  only  upon  them.  King 
Rccindos,  albeit  the  sharp  strokes  liis  son 
received  urged  him  to.  spme  pain,  was  yet 
the  most  contented  man  in  the  world  at 
seeing  his  excellent  skill  and  strength.  Tlie 
w  bole  weight  of  the  tourney  ^oon  lay  here. 
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Estropc  (le  Bcltram,  being  himself  not  a  lit- 
tle enraged  at  bis  overthrow,  came  to  the 
assistance  of  Claribalte,  accompanied  with 
sir  Pridos,  Archerin,  Lamberto,  Rocandor, 
Alcarrofo,  Rucialdo,  and  Akaris,  who!  were 
also  present,  Frocardoso,  Abertaz  the  Strong, 
Lamostam,  and  Brutanante  ;  against  whom, 
to  maintain  the  part  of  prince  Beroldo,  came 
Graciano,  Frisol,  Luymanes  of  Burgundy; 
Onistaldo,  Dramiante,  Tenebror,  Don  Ro- 
suel,  and  BeUsarte,  all  these  behaving  them- 
selves very  gallantly  at  arrtis;  yet  at  this 
brunt  they  were  too  weak  to  resist  the  hot 
assaults  of  the  English,  which  was  still  main- 
tained with  fresh  supply  of  noble  mindsJ 
At  this  time  Claribalte,  not  being  able 
longer  to  stand  up  against  the  blows  of  Be- 
roldo, fell  to  the  ground  senseless.  Tliis 
however  did  not  avail,  for  they  of  Beroldo's 
side  lost  the  field  ;  but  then  prince  l^latir, 
Floraman,  Frarrcian,  Germam  of  Orleance, 
Vemao,  Polinardo,  Pompides,  and  Tenebror, 
though  now  somewhat  weary  with  their  lortg 
endeavours,  came  up,  and  with  their  help 
brought  such  fresh  spirit  and  strength  to 
their  companions,  that  they    presently  re- 
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covered  the  ground  they  had  lost.  '  The 
kings  and  chiefs  who  were  looking  on  spake 
of  nothing  but  the  great  feats  of  the  knights 
of  the  emperor.  Don  Duardos  and  Prima- 
leon  thought  they  surpassed  any  thing  which 
they  had  ever  witnessed  :  and  ccrtes,  Arne- 
dos,  king  of  France,  was  not  a  little  satisfied 
to  behold  the  prowess  of  his  sons,  especially 
of  Graciano,  who  distinguished  himself 
above  the  rest.  The  giant  Dramuziando, 
who  was  by  the  emperor  Trineo,  said,  he  did 
not  think  there  had  been  any  men  in  the 
world  equal  to  so  much.  But  to  return  to 
the  tourney,  the  multitude  of  the  English 
and  strange  knights  was  so  great  that  nei- 
ther strength  nor  valour  availed  those  of 
the  emperor,  but  that  they  began  again  to 
lose  the  field,  much  against  the  wishes  of 
Primaleon  and  of  the  emperor  Trineo,  as 
also  of  Recindos  and  Ainedos,  all  of  whom 
had  their  sons  there. 

But  behold  on  a  sudden  to  aid  the  Grecian 
princes,  there  entered  three  strange  knights 
in  arms  of  tawny  and  yellow,  and  bravely 
mounted  j  the  first  of. them  bearing  in  his 
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shield  dii  a  sable  field,  the  God  Saturnu^^ 
compassed  about  with  stars ;  the  second  had 
for  his  device  ih  a  field  sable  also,  the  pic- 
ture of  the  House  of  Sadiiess  ;  the  third  had 
covered  his  device  with  black  leathier  that 
it  might  not  be  seen. 

These  thtee,  sfeeing  how  the  English  knights 
prevailed  by  reason  of  tlieir  numbers,  couch- 
ed their  spears,  and  ran  among  the  thickest 
of  them,  overthrowing  many  before  they 
brake  their  staves;  then  laying  hand  to 
sword  bestirred  themselves  so  bravely,  that 
in  short  time  they  recovered  for  the  knights 
of  the  emperor  aH  that  they  had  lost,  and 
compelled  the  other  side  to  give  ground. 
Great  was  the  wonder  at  tliis  change,  and 
still  greater  at  the  excellent  feats  of  arms  of 
these  three;  and  though  all  were  lauded 
with  extreme  praise,  he  with  the  covered 
shield  surpassed  so  greatly  that  it  was  held 
for  a  miracle,  all  desiring  to  know  who  he 
might  be.  Platir,  Graciano,  arid  Don  Rch 
suel,  Beroldo,  Floraman,  and  Belisarte, 
with  thdr  comrades,  seeing  such  good  help- 
ers^ laboured  ^hat  they  could  to  keep  up 
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with  them,  so  that  by  fine  force  they  drove 
their  antagonists  out  of  the  field  just  as  the 
sua  was  set.    This  however  was  not  done 
so    cheaply,   but  that    Vernao,   Tremoran, 
and  Tenebror,  were  fain  to  be  carried  out  of 
the  field,  they  were  so  sore  wounded.    The 
king  seeing  that  the  English  had  lost  the 
day,  ordered  the   trumpets   to   sound    and 
finisli  it.     Prince  Gracianp   then   collected 
his  party,  who  left  the  tilt-yard,  as  contented 
and  p^oud  as  the  price  and  pleasure  of  vic- 
tory  might   well  make  them.      And  thus, 
stained  as  they  were  with  the  blood  of  theit 
victory;,  with  their  three  unknown  compa- 
nions they  went  to  the  scaffolding,  to  accoiii- 
company  the  king  and  queen  and  court,  all 
ascending  with  sound  of   hautboys^  trum- 
pets, and  drums,  and  other  instruments  suit- 
able to  the  pleasure  of  the  day.    Thus  were 
they  accompanied  to  the  palace,  where  they 
alighted,  holding  talk  of  the  feats   of  the 
4ay,  esteeming  in  much  the  worth  of  thoa6 
who  had  wrought  them,  some  indeed  hav- 
ing far  exceeded  what  was  looked  fof ;  but 
it  is  the  quality  of  goodness,  where  it  exists 
to  manifest  itself* 

^  N 
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CHAPTER^47. 


When  the  triumph  was  ended,  and  the  em 
|;eior  with  king  Fadrique  returned  into  the 
palace,  the  tables  were  ready  prepared,  when 
immediately  they  sat  down  to  take  theit  re- 
past. The  king  that  day  ate  in  the  hall,  and 
with  him,  to  do  them  honour,  the  emperor 
Trineo,  kings  Arnedos  and  Recindos,  and 
the  soldan  Behigriz.  At  another  table  were 
Don  Duardos,  Primaleon,  Vernao,  Beroldo, 
and  Floraman ;  at  a  third  the  knight  of 
Fortune,  prince  Graciano,  Dramuziando, 
Platir,  Mayortes,  and  all  the  knights  of 
the  emperor's  household,  being  served  in 
such  honourable  and  comely  order^  as  the 
princes  were  greatly  in  love  with  the  court 
of  England,    The  juncketts  were  so  numer- 
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ous  that  they  made  the  supper  last  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  night.  After  supper 
there  was  a  ball  royal  in  the  apartment  of 
Fieri  da,  where  the  empress  and  the  queen 
had  that  night  supt ;  most  of  the  knights 
who  had  been  in  the  tourney  went  to  the 
dancing ;  which  done,  a  sumptuous  banquet 
ihould  presently  be  served  on  the  tables. 

The  dancing  and  the  banquet*  finished,  dnd 
they  sitting  pleasantly  jesting  one  with  an- 
other, there  entered  the  hall  the  three 
knights  who  had  behaved  themselves  so 
bravely  in  the  tournament.  They  came  in 
the  same  arms  which  they  had  worn  in  the 
lists,  so  well  attired  and-  with  such  comely 
demeanor,  that  was  none  there  whom  their 
feats  and  appearance  did  not  stir  to  envy. 
Every  one  gave  way  to  them  that  they 
might  approach  the  king ;  and  now  when 
they  were  just  at  the  foot  of  the  estrado, 
whereon  he  and  the  other  princes  were,  such 


*  This  is  a  trait  of  English  manners,  for  which  the  original 
furnishes  no  authority.  It  is  preserved  as  an  instance  of  the 
right  use  of  the  word  banquet. 
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a  mist  cm  a  sudden  ^rose  hx  tbe  hall  as  tb^. 
the  lights  were  dim  and  ready  to  go  out, 
the  torches  scarcely  burned,  one  person 
could  not  see  another,  and  the  ladies  being 
so  dismayed  caught  hold  every  one  of  who 
was  nearest  her. 

To  put  them  out  of  this  fear,  die  mist  de- 
parted, and  the  hall  was  as  clear  as  it  was 
befcre,  when  sitraightway  they  beheld  in  the 
midst,  a  lion  and  a  tyger  enduring  a  great 
jfight  together,  and  to  set  them  at  unity  there 
entered  a  fair  damsel,  with  a  golden  rod  in 
her  liand,  wherewith  she  touched  them  both, 
and  they  humbled  themselves?  at  her  feet, 
'fhis  done,  she  departed,  and  they  arose 
again  in  the  form  of  two  fierce  and  un- 
tamed bulls,  which  caused  such  an  astonish- 
ment to  most  of  the  beholders,  that  they 
prepared  to  fly  forth  of  the  hall ;  all  except 
some  few  famou^s  knights,  who  not  only  had 
no  show  of  fear  themselves,  but  encouraged 
the  ladies,  laughing  to  see  them  lose  their 
colour  with  terror.  The  two  bulls  fought 
vehemently  one  against  the  other,  and  met 
together  with  such  a  shock  that  the  haH 
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seemed  falling  in  ruins,  and  with  the  vio- 
lence of  that  shock  they  fell  to  the  ground, 
breathing  from  their  mouths  an  horrible 
and  ugly  black  smoke,  with  the  which  the 
air  was  left  as  dark  as  it  was  beforp. 

The  hall  avoided  of  all  these  accidents,  and 
in  the  same  estate  it  was  at  first,  tliey 
might  behold  the  three  knights  with  their 
heads  unarmed,  so  that  he  who  had  worn 
his  shield  covered,  was  now  seen  to  bear 
thereon  his  usual  device,  which  was  the 
Savage  in  a  white  field,  leading  two  lions  iu 
a  ledsh.  He  presently  went  to  the  king, 
who  knowing  him  would  havje  taken  him 
in  his  arms,  and  kneeliijg  down  kissed  his 
hand,  with  these  words :  My  gracious  so- 
Tereign,  I  earnestly  entreat  at  your  hands, 
this  knight  may  receive  the  courteous,  en- 
tertainment which  he  deserves,  for  this  is 
the  sage  Daliarte,  yo\ir  most  affectionate 
servant,  to  whom  your  grief  hath  been  al- 
way  indebted  for  his  resentment  thercQf^ 
and  his  wish  to  serve  you. 

King  Fadrique,  who  had  heard  report  of 
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the  sage  Daliarte^  stood  in  a  doobt  how  it 
should  be  be^  because  it  seemed  impossible 
that  his  youthful  years  should  have  attuned 
so  great  cuimiog  ai^d  learning,  m  was 
every  where  famed  of  him;  then  taking 
him  in  his  arms,  he  embraced  him  with 
these  salutations:  Certaioly,  DaJiarte,  though, 
I  owed  you  for  nothing  n^ore  than  for  briogn 
ing  me  him  of  the  Desert  (of  whom  I  had 
no  hope)  in  so  sound  and  good  dispos^tioiXr. 
ot  health,  that  ^ever  could  be  paid. 

Sir,  answered.  Paliarte^^  tlie  reaspn  I  hs^ve  to- 
manifest  the:  loyaUy  of;  my  service  is  so. 
great,  that  it  alway  mafees  me  bound  tq  y^a^ 
so  that  your  highness  is  in  less  obligatipn 
than  you  ween ;  and  because  the  greatest: 
serviqe  which  I  cai^kata^y  tinie  rendei:yov^ 
Is  as.yet  concealed,  seat  ypurself^nd  hea^  mB>^ 
that  my  words  vmj,  heigl^ten  tli§s^  rt^c* 
ings  with  greater  reason  than  what  thiere  b 
at  present  for.them.  The  kipg,  tbpug^  he^ 
bad  no  suspicion  whatt  it  could  be>  6^  tijp^ 
had  put  it  now  so  qut  of  reiQfp|^Vanfi€^, 
yet  supposing  soipe  glad  tidings  tpward» 
t^pk  his^se^  Qfj^  c^e4bim,oj[i  tim:  Desert 
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to  hkn^  who>  wa&oabis  knoes^  talking  wiihr 
Reridat  and  Doa  Duaydos;  when  b^ing 
everj;  one  quietly  placed  to  their  owix  coqr- 
tent,  Daliarte  looking  ril  Kwnd,.  turned  to 
l^eiida.  and  began  as  fbllowetb: 

It  is  plain,  lady,  that  the  si^t  of  Don  Duf 
qrdos  hath  put  the  remembrance  of  all  other 
things  clean    out  of  mind  with  you,  and. 
am<Mig  them  that  of  your  children,  who  are 
so  much,  to  be  remembered'.     This^  ought 
not  to  be  so,  for  you  are  the  person  tp,  whoia\ 
their  feat$  should   g^ve   the  mosrt  contenu 
mmit.    And  Fortune,  wlw>  at  the  hour  of 
their  birth,  pjeiced   them  in-  sueli  efctpesp^ 
4angef,  that  their,  high  tiood  was  ab<mt  ta 
1^  g^ven  as  food  to  twa  fierce  lion^  by  the. 
§avage  who  UH3k  fhem  from  jwKu^  bath  now 
placed    them   in    such  hmght^  of  feme  in 
arms,  that  not  only  do  they  exceed  all  those 
of  their  own  timci  but  in  time»past  there 
bath  been  none  to  leave  befaii^  him  sp  ex-^ 
client  a  fante^  neither  can  I  find  thatt  any 
for  loug :.y^co»  to  oome,  shafl  neariy  attaiit 
uj^  it.    Whoso  therefore  hath,  lost  such  soni^ 
i^uM  upt  live^  ao  little  in,  thou^t^  of  so 
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great  a  loss,  as  that  pleasure  should  destroy 
the  recollection.  Now  then,  let  not  be  for- 
gotten the  words  sir  Pridos  rehearsed  unto 
you,  at  such  time  as  you  had  lost  both  hus- 
band and. children,  which  WJ6  reported  to 
him  by  a  damsel  of  Argonida :  for  lo,  at 
this  instant  her  promise  is  accomplished; 
your  two  lost  sons  are  here  with  you,  and' 
are  such  as  wiU  sufficiently  discharge  the 
sorrow  that  then  you  suffered.  Here  you 
behold  that  Palmerin  of  England  who  has 
cost  you  so  many  tears,  and  to  whom  you 
gave  that  name,  in  honour  of  the  emperor 
your  father,  who  afterwards  gave  him  the 
same,  as  if  by  divine  inspiration.  And 
Florian  of  the  Desert  is  no*  <3*her  than  this 
knight  of  the  Savage  Man,  wh9fn  you  have 
brought  up  as  a  mother,^  thdugti  a$  a  son 
you  had^ forgotten  him,     ^  *i*    ^^ 

Flerida  gazed  upon  her  husband  in  such  agi- 
tation as  pleasure  as  well  as  pain  occasions 
when  it  comes  suddenly  ;  Don  .  Duardos 
likewise  fixed  his  eyes  upon  her,  and  Pal- 
merin upon  him  of  the  Desert;  and  knowing 
each  other  now^  they  elnbraced.    The  king. 
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whose  ^kge  conW  Bfcot  he9it  s<>  great  jef,  feH 
ll^Jc  upon  hi^  chair^  aad  caUing  Balisrte, 
mid  to  him>  Q  Baliarte^  1  we«ild  not  h^rm 
wished  tfeia  to  come  so  iuddenlj^  for  mjr 
weakaeasi  is  not  equal  t©  joy  so  great  and  $o 
Q3\looked  for.  I  beseech  yovL^  tell  me  bow 
ycm  km)w  this:  for  though  I  alway  ^ospected 
it,  yet  I  cannot  believe  it,  beee^se  of  the 
delight  it  giM^es  me.  Daliaiie  answered,  I 
viU  dkow  it  you  as  clearly  as  it  ought  to  b# 
sh^fwn  ia  or^er  to  be  believed. 

Then  drew  he  forth  a  Mttle  book,  wbereoit 
having  read  a  while^  the  Savage  Man  and 
hi9  wife  snddenfy  entered  the  hall,  ixt  such 
disoaay  as  persoBs  brought  so  strangely  to 
such  a  place.  Palnaerin,  who  knew  them, 
having  so  lately  seen  them,  ran  to  embrace 
them,  as  Ftorian  did  to  the  wife,  and  Sehia» 
abo,  with  his  knee  to  the  ground,  having 
learned  more  civihty  in  court  than  his  nature 
.would  have  taught  him;  but  she  with  tear^P 
in  her  eyes  knew  not  which  to  embrace  first. 
Fkrida,  though  at  that  hour  the  remem^ 
hraoce  of  the  time  when  die  lost  her  Konst 
had   well  nigh  oveupowered  her,,  yet.  well 
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remembered  that  the  Savage  was  he  who  had 
bereft  her  of  them.  Pahnerin,  when  he  had 
made  the  Savage  Man  recover  froqi  his 
amazement^  led  him  to  the  king,  who  mak- 
ing him  sit  beside  him,  asked  him  every 
particular  concerning  their  breeding  up ; 
and  being  publicly  informed  of  all,  even  as 
it  had  be^n,  he  held  Palmerin  to  his  heart, 
and  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  he  uttered 
his  joy  in  this  manner.  O  heavenly  Father, 
this  is  the  last  good  hap  that  I  ever  desired 
to  see,  wherefore  now,  if  it  be  thy  pleasure, 
take  me  out  of  this  world,  before  Fortune 
deterinine  any  more  mischance  unto  me. 
This  done,  he  took  his  two  grandsons  and- 
brought  them  to  Fierida,  before  whom  they 
humbled  themselves  on  their  knees,  and 
kissed  her  hand  a  great  many  limes,  and  she 
casting  her  arms  about  their  necks,  in  tears 
remembered  the  great  danger  she  saw^  them 
both  in,  when  they  endured  the  bloody  com- 
bat, at  such  time  as  she  set  them  at  unity. 
Then  Don  Duardos  their  noble  father  re- 
ceived them  in  his  arms  with  auch  greetings 
on  either  part,  as  joy  did  urge  them  to  ma- 
nifest.    Presently  by    bis   command   they 
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inade  their  reverence  to  the  emperor  Tri- 
,iieo,  and  in  like  manner,  to  the  kings  Recin- 
dos  and  Arnedos,  as  persons  to  whom  they 
were  now  newly  known.  But  Palmerin, 
^hen  he  came  to  accost  Primaleon,  did  it 
with  more  obedience  than  he  had  mani- 
fested to  the  others,  remembering  that  he 
was  the  father  of  his  lady  and  mistress  Po- 
linarda ;  all  who  beheld  thinking  that  he 
did  this  to  him  as  being  son  to  the  emperor 
who  had  bred  him  up. 

The  Savage  Man  and  his  wife  were  very 
graciously  entertained  ;  who  seeing  the 
two  princes  in  dignity  beyond  their  ex- 
pectations, when  they  were  in  their  cave, 
did  greatly  rejoice  that  Fortune  had  so 
favourably  preserved  their  noble  lives. 
Palmerin  commanded  Selviam  to  conduct 
his  father  and  mother  to  his  own  chamber. 
The  king,  it  being  now  late,  thought  fit 
to  retire,  ordering  that  lodging  should  be 
given  to  Daliarte  and  the  other  knight  who 
came  in  his  company,  first  asking  who  he 
was.  If  it  please  your  grace,  answered 
Daliarte,  to-morrow  you  shall  be  resolved 
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to  the  uttermost*  Thus  with  a  general  ^ktA* 
ness  every  one  went  to  take  their  rest^  wail- 
ing for  the  Inorrow  to  return  with  aoie 
reason  to  their  feasts^  which  are  tben  wdl 
Ordered^  w^^ere  men  take  pleasure  aad  God 
r^ceivet  no  offence. 
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CHAPTER  48. 


In  the  morning  the  king  went  to  the  cham- 
ber of  his  two  grandsons,  and  from  thence^ 
accompanied  by  Primaleon  and  Vemao,  they 
went  to  the  chamber  of  the  emperor  Trineo, 
whom  they  found  already  stirring ;  then  aho- 
gether  proceeded  to  the  lodging  of  Arnedoa 
and  Recindos,  who  were  coming  forth  to 
meet  them.  So  going  to  the  high  church, 
where  mass  had  been  appointed,  they  heard 
it  with  all  solemnity  of  royal  ceremonies, 
with  anthems  and  voices  conformable  to  the 
state  of  the  persons  pra^ent.  When  they  x^ 
turned  unto  the  jmlace,  such  was  die  assem*- 
bly  of  die  p0»ple  to  sos  ij^e  two.  princes,  that 
they  couM  hardly  ^Moeod  the  stairs  to  the 
gree^  hall,  the  p99pl^  were  gathered  i&to  such 
£  o 
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a  press.  So  being-seated  at  the  tables,  which 
they  found  ready  laid,  they  ate  in  the  same 
order  as  of  yesterday.  All  the  princes  en- 
deavouring themselves  to  entertain  the  sage 
Daliarte  hojiourably,  as  one  of  great  worth 
and  to  whom  much  was  due.  The  time  of 
CAting  being  over,  during  which  they  had 
questioned  of  him,  how  Florian  was  gua- 
rantized  of  his  wounds  which  he  had  re- 
ceived at  the  castle  of  Dramuziando,  they 
went  all  to  the  chamber  of  the  empress 
.Agriola,  with  whom  %he  queen  and  the 
princess  Fieri  da  had  dined:  and  the  king 
desiring  silence,  when  they  were  all  placed, 
began  in  this  order  to  Daliarte  : 

Now,  my  friend,  let  me  remember  you  of  a 
promise  made  yesternight,  as  also  to  tell  mc 
of  whence  you  are ;  for  I  cannot  but  believe 
that  a  man  of  such  great  knowledge  and  ex- 
treme valour,  things  which  are  so  seldom 
conjoined,  must  be  of  a  singular  generation. 
Something  of  this,  Daliarte  answered,  I 
should  willingly  not  have  disclosed,  but 
siiice  it  is  your  highness's  bidding!  can  do 
no  other.    Thi3  knight,  whose  name   you 
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are  desirous  toT  know,  is  called  Blandidon. 
As  concerning  his  birth  and  parentage,  be-, 
cause  Florian  his  friend  can  at  large  give 
you  to  understand  it  more  in  private,  1  will- 
pass  no  further  to  discover  what  he  is- 
Touching  n^yself,  I  know  not  what  I  should 
say,  least  it  might  disserve  ray  lord  Don  Du- 
ardos ;  suffice  it  to  confess  that  Argonida 
brought  forth  both  Pompides  and  me. 

Don  Duardos,  who  had  thrown  himself  upon 
Flerida's  lap,  not  wishing  that  these  things 
should  be  considered  as  secrets,  seeing  what 
had  past,  rose  up  and  said  to  the  king,  Sir, 
you  may  regard  Daliarte  and  Pompides  as 
your  grandchildren,  for  such  they  are.. 
And,  Flerida,  let  it  not  seem  as  disliked  of 
you,  for  the  fruit  of  the  fault  hath  atoned 
for  it,  and  in  truth  there  was  little  fault  in 
this  case.  Then  he  related  all  that  passed 
with  Argonida,  in  what  manner  he  went  to 
her  island,  and  of  the  crafty  devices  she  used 
with  him,  that  she  might  become  the  mo- 
ther of  these  sons;  from  all  which  the  king 
derived  new  contentment.  Touching  sir 
Blandidon,  said  Don  Duardos,  I  know  not 
2  o  2 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


424 

as  yet  who  he  i$,  but  Flotian  of  the  Desert 
knoweth  ^  we  wiU  do  bim  honour  accordiag 
to  what  he  aeems  to  be.  Certes>  replied 
Floriaoji  thiU:  may  be  done  bim  rightly  every 
where,  for  all  his  qualities  are  of  great  de- 
sert. Fierida  forgave  heir  lord  Don  Duar- 
dos  this  odence^  amiliag  at  the  subtle  inven- 
tions Argonida  used>  and  rejoicing  in  the 
fault  which  had  produced  such  fruit ;  and 
when  Daliarte  and  Pompides  came  and  sub- 
mitted tbemselvea  to  her,  thinking  to  kiss 
I^r  hand,  ^e  welcomed  them  as«  heartily 
as  if  they  had  been  her  own  chikircii^  and 
so  continued  alway  arfter  to  regard  them 
with  the  love  of  a  mother.  Then  they  de- 
parted to  their  diambers. 

Palmerin  of  England  did  great  honour  ta 
Daliarte,  holding  it  for  high  good  fortune 
that  he  was  so  nearly  allied  to  bim  in  kindred. 
Don  Duardbs  was  secretly  informed  wha 
Blandidoa  was,  and  treated  him  for  a  while 
like  his  son,  not  to  give  him  discontent, 
though  after  a  time  he  wa&  coiBrtrained  for 
his  owm  advantage  to  teU  him  the  truth  of 
what  had  past.    The  irir»(mpbi  and  sumptn- 
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ous  feasts  continued  daily  abundantly,  and 
every  night  there  was  dancing  and  rare  de- 
vices put  in  execution.  So  that  the  Grecian 
knights  highly  honoured  the  ladies  of  Eng- 
land, whose  brave  jesture  of  courtly  enter- 
tainment, was  not  only  esteemed  of  them, 
but  as  much  commended,  at  their  return, 
in  the  court  of  Constantinople.* 

After  a  long  continuance  of  this  exceeding 
joy,  Arnedos  and  Recindos  concluded  to 
part  to  their  kingdoms,  that  their  own  peo- 
ple might  share  in  such  rejoicings  ;  so  they 
took  leave  of  the  king,  and  Primaleon,  and 
Don  Duardos.  The  emperor  Trineo  did  the 
same,  though  he  would  not  depart  till  he 
had  seen  the  castle  of  Dramuziando,  where- 
in so  long  time  they  had  been  kept  prisoners. 
Arnedos  and  Recindos  were  persuaded  to 
bear  him  company  also,  so  that  on  the  mor- 


♦  These  frequent  commendations  of  English  feasts,  English 
ladies,  and  English  pageants,  are  all  old  Anthony^s  own,who, 
living  in  the  golden  days  of  good  Queen  Bess,  had  seen  the 
conduits  run  with  wine,  and  heard  angels  deliver  orations 
upon  the  city  gates*' 
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Tbw  the  kin^  th^  c]piee«i^  tha  empress  A^rioIa> 
and  Fleri«l%  with  the  other  company  o£ 
king^  aftd  priiicea>  left  London  and  took 
their  way  to  see  the  cattle  so  v^neh  spokea 
of,  and  held  m  so  nmdi  fear  tliroughout  the 
worid  in  tiiose  dttys>  though  now  there  is^ 
no  memor3r  thereof  remaining.  Bat  this  is 
little  to  be  wondered  at,  for  offentiraea  we 
see  that  things  of  admiration,  as  soon  as  they 
have  passed  by>  are  forgotten. 
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CHAPTER  49. 


All  the  young  knights  provided  them  of  new 
^nd  rich  armour,  more  to  appear  well  before 
the  ladies  than  for  any  need  they  expected 
of  them.  At  their  departure  forth  of  Lon- 
don, the  king  by  sound  of  trumpet  and 
herald  caused  thera  to  be  proclaimed,  that 
none  should  foUaw  them>  except  the  neces- 
saiy  attendants.  That  mgbt  they  lodged  m 
the  forest,  where  such  provision  of  tents  and 
pavilions  had  been  sent,  that  when  they  were 
arrived  there  they  found  every  thing  to 
their  own  cont^itment.  They  came  early 
eaaugh  to  have  some  sport  in  hunting,  which 
gave  little  pleasure  to  Flerida,  because  she 
remembered' how  dearly  that  forest  had  cost 
her.    When  tbis^wa*  aver  they  called  for  t  he 
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Savage  Man,  who  appeared  other  than  what 
he  was,  being  drest  in  certain  garments  of 
Palmerin,  to  which  he  gave  little  grace; 
and  there  did  he  declare  how  in  that  place 
he  took  the  two  princes  from  her,  and 
nourished  them  in  his  cave  which  was  near 
adjoining.  On  this  report  the  knights  were 
desirous  to  see  his  cave,  so  they  walked  with 
him  thither ;  where,  after  Primaleon,  May- 
ortcs,  the  Grand  Khan,  and  Belagriz,  soldan 
of  Niquea,  were  entered,  they  began  every 
one  to  be  greatly  amazed,  seeing  this  cave 
to  contain  so  large  a  breadth  and  length/ 
that  it  appeared  like  a  labyrinth.  All  about 
on  the  walls  w^s  hanged  tapestry,  not  of 
gold,  silk,  caddis,  or  such  manner  of  stuff, 
but  the  skins  of  beasts,  which  the  Savage 
and  his  two  lions  had  slain.  Greatly  were 
they  surprised  at  the  artificial  manner  of 
the  cave,  which  was  so  cunningly  made,, 
and  divided  into  so  many  chambers,  that  it 
made  them  to  judge,  that  in  times  past,  it 
had  been  the  solitary  dwelling  of  some  no* 
?)  bleman,  exiled  from  his  country ;  but  therein 
r:^j.they  were  deceived.  For  it  was  the  work 
of  that  great  enchantress^  the  infanta  Melia^ 
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who  abode  in  that  place  a  great  while^  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  the  king  Armato,  her  bro- 
ther. Urganda  and  she  lived  both  at  one 
time,  as  it  is  rehearsed  in  the  history  of  the 
emperor  Esplandian,  son  to  the  vahant  and 
most  magnificent  king  Amadis^  and  the 
princess  Oriana,  his  wife,  queen  of  Great 
Britain.  When  the  princes  and  knights  had 
satisfied  their  minds  in  beholding  this  place, 
they  returned  to  the  pavilions  to  their  ladies  ; 
aud  Primaleon  sitting  down  by  his  sister 
Herida,  rehearsed  to  her  the  manner  of  the 
CAve,  where  the  two  princes  were  nourished. 

This  night  they  reposed  themselves  in  the 
forest,  as  honourably  served  as  .if  they  had 
been  in  the  English  court,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing they  prepared  themselves  towards  the 
castle.  Halfway  upon  the  road  they  dined, 
axhi  before  the  hour  of  vespers  they  retched 
that  pleasant  valley,  proceeding  along  the 
stream  whkh  ran  through  the  middle  of  it; 
a  thing  so  delightfal  for  eyes  to  behold  that 
it  appeared  more  like  pictare  than  reality ; 
though  on  the  other  hand.  Nature,  who  i» 
so  eixcdleat  in  her  works,  had  Xh&a  wrought 
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80  marvellously  that  it  could  not  be  believed  ^ 
the  art  of  man,  how  subtle  soever,  could  have 
devised  so  singular  a  forest  scene  as  she  had 
then  made.  They  had  not  proceeded  far 
down  the  valley,  before  they  saw  a  great 
company  of  hunters  coming  towards  them 
with  horn  and  hilloa,  and  before  them  wild 
boars,  harts,  bucks,  and  all  [such  noble  game 
flying  full  speed  even  between  the  legs  of  the 
palfreys  whereon  the  ladies  rode ;  and  their 
fear  and  alarm  was  such,  thinking  they 
should  be  thrown,  that  they  laid  hold  on 
whosoever  was  nearest  them  ;  and  then  the 
hunters  disappeared,  and  all  the  game  swam 
across  the  river,  whereat  some  were  stricken 
with  amazement,  but  not  $o  they  who  judged 
it  to  be  the  work  of  Daliarte.  Besides  this, 
he  frequented  them  with  other  such  plea- 
sant pastime  all  the  way  as  they  rode.  At 
last  they  arrived  where  they  had  sight  of  the 
castle  of  Diamuziando;  the  stir  which  this 
made  in  the  heart  of  many  was  such  as  to 
put  all  other  things  out  of  remembrance; 
and  Flerida  knowing  this  to  be  the  place 
wherein  Don  Duardos  had  so  long  been 
held  prisoner^  could  not  so  far  dissemble  her 
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sorrow  biit  that  tears  discovered  it  The 
emperor  Trineo  and  king  Fadrique  fell  into 
great  commendation  of  the  sumptuous 
building  of  the  castle,  than  which  they  had 
not  often  seen  a  fairer  ;  which  moved  them 
to  entreat  Dramuziando,  who  was  the  foun- 
der of  such  a  singular  piece  of  workmanship  ? 
Sirs,  he  replied,  mine  aunt  Eutropa  built  it 
from  the  ground.  Trust  me,  said  the  em- 
peror, a  fortress  of  such  strength  and  beauty 
ought  not  to  be  the  work  of  a  woman. 

So  riding  on,  Dramuziando  cried  out  that 
he  saw  something  upon  the  bridge,  and  look- 
ing to  see  what  it  might  be,  they  perceived 
in  the  middle  of  the  bridge,  a  seemly  knight 
ready  appointed  to  the  joust,  of  such  good 
appearance  on  horsebfi^ck,  that  one  who 
should  have  appeared  better  could  not  be 
found.  Not  knowing  who  he  was  they 
looked  about  to  see  if  any  of  their  company 
had  ridden  forward,  but  finding  all  were 
together,  they  could  not  devise-  who  he 
might  be  who  undertook  such  an  enter- 
prize,  as  to  keep  the  bridge  against  so  many. 
The  knight  was  mounted  upon  a  large  bu^ 
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Jlard*-co3oured  hor^e^  well  spbtitd^  his  mrmoar 
quartered  black  and  white^  with  flowers  of 
Silver,  He  bare  ia  bis  shield  in  a  field  azu^ 
the  countenance  of  a  woman,  drawn  to  the 
life,  being  the  picture  of  her  whom  he  loved ; 
so  excellently  fair,  that  Altea,for  whom  Flo- 
raman  accomplished  such  chivalrous  deeds 
at  Constantinople,  might  not  seem  to  offer 
comparison  to  this  beautiful  spectacle,  nei- 
ther the  fiiir  princess  Polinarda  had  in  aught 
rhe  advantage.  On  the  border  of  the  robe 
she  wore  was  written  in  letters  of  gold  Mira- 
Kuarda. 

Presently  a  squire  advanced  from  the  bridge 
towards  them,  who,  after  he  had  done  his 
duty  to  them  all,  began  to  salute  them  with 
these  protestations:  Fair  lords  and  ladies, 
the  noble  knight,  my  mast«r,  whom  you  be- 
hold on  the  bridge,  by  me  giveth  you  to  un- 
derstand the  cause  of  his  travels  unto  this 
place.  He  is  of  a  far  country,  from  whence 
he  had  adventured  himself  at  the  command 
of  his  lady,  whose  humble  servant  he  re- 
maineih  at  this  hpux^,  to  try  his  knighthood 
at  this  castle,  which  hath  been  blazed  abroad 
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to  be  most  unfortunate.    But  being  here 
arrived,  he  finds  the  enchantment  fully  finish- 
ed, aqd  the  strength  of  the  giant  Dramu* 
ziando,  with  all  his  retinue,  conquered  by  the 
valour  and  haughty  prowess  of  Pahnerin  of 
£ngland,  who  hath  delivered  the  princes  that 
were  kept  captive;  which  news  are  most  wel- 
oome  unto  him,  in  that  he  desired  nothing 
more.    Yet  for  that  he  is  loth  to  return  to 
hislady^  being  at  the  place  where  knighthood 
hath  been  tried,  and  he  to  pass  back  again 
not  approved  of  any, — ^hecravethto  enter  the 
joust  with  such  as  are  disposed;  deferring  the 
combat  of  the  sword,  because  his  desire  is 
to  be  at  the  service  of  all^  but  to  offend 
none. 

This  challenge  increased  such*courage  in  the 
knights,  that  they  entered  into  strife,  who 
should  first  run  with  the  stranger :  which  the 
king  perceiving,  returned  the  esquire  with 
this  answer  :  My  friend,  tell  thy  lord  his  en- 
terprize  is  great,  and  the  intention  which 
brought  him  here  worthy  to  be  lauded  ;  and 
if  he  contain  such  courage  in  proof,  as  both 
his  message  and  himself  giveth  in  show,  his 
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lady  ought  to  esteem  hi.s  services  in  no  little; 
but  in  truth  women  are  never  satisfied  by 
reason^  being  gaverned  by  accident  or  appe- 
tite. The  squire  receiving  the  king's  plea- 
sure^ returned  to  his  lord^  to  whom  he  had 
no  sooner  made  it  known^  but  Tenebror 
shewed  himself  before  the  bridge^  inviting 
the  strange  knight  to  the  joust^  who  stayed 
not  to  accomplish  his  desire^  but  encountered 
him  with  such  a  pleasant  charge,  that  Tene- 
bror was  forced  to  leave  his  saddle^  little  to 
his  own  contentment^  and  as  little  to  that  of 
those  who  beheld  him,  holding  the  force  of 
his  antagonist  to  be  very  great. 

This  chance  somewhat  displeased  Luyraanes 
6f  Burgundy,  who  thinking  to  revenge  the 
repulse  of  Tenebror,  was  sent  himself  to 
keep  him  company.  Belcar  being  desirous 
to  shevr  his  prowess  among  the  young  knights^ 
couched  his  spear  against  the  strange  knight, 
who  sent  both  man  and  horse  to  the  ground  ; 
then  taking  another  lance  from  many  which 
were  placed  in  readiness  against  the  castle,  he 
ran  at  Don  Kosuol,  who  cried  out  to  him  to 
iielcnd  himself  j  and  though   the  knight  of 
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the  Bridge  was  fain  to  lay  hold  on  his  horse's 
neck^  Don  Rosuel  was  made  partaker  of  tlie 
same  mishap  as  his  companions. 

In  like  manner^  Tremoran^  Goarim,  Frisol, 
Gracianoy  Blandidon^  and  Franoian  wereserv- 
ed>  which  moved  the  king  Polendos  unto  such 
choler,  that  he  would  have  ventured  against 
the  strange  knight^  had  not  Don  Duardos  per- 
suaded him  to  the  cQHttra^ry.  All  these  were 
overthrown  in  so  short  f^  ^ime  that  some  be- 
gan to  think  it  was  one  o^  Daliarte's  works; 
but  herein  they  deceived  themselves^  for  h 
was  only  the  noble  force  of  the  knight^  which 
was  continually  anipi^ted  by  beholding  the 
fair  face  of  the  lady,^  so  bravely  proportioned 
in  his  shield.  Floraman  being  greatly  bent 
against  the  knight^  and  believing  that  his 
victory  proceeded  from  the  beauty  of  his. 
lady^  would  once  more  put  his  fortune  in 
*  hazard^  thinking  his  feature  of  his  fair  Altea^ 
to  be  as  sovereign  in  authority  as  the  strange 
Miraguarda;  whereupon  he  entered  the 
bridge^  saying  thus  to  himself:  If^  lady^  I 
had, at  any  time  forgotten  you,  you  might 
have  some  reason  for  not  remembering  me ; 
£  p  2 
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but  why  should  you  not 'favour  one  in  this 
cnteFprize  who  alway  serves  you  without 
hoper  let  this  satisfaction  recompence  past  ill 
success.  Then  adding  other  words,  so  low 
that  only  himself  abd  love  heard  them,  he  put 
keels  tjo  horse,  and  they  encountered  one 
another  courageously,  passing  the  first  course 
with  the  break  of  the  staff;  but  at  the 
second  time,  Floraman  and  his  steed  were 
thrown  to  the  ground  very  violently;  whea 
making  recourse  to  his  former  secret  speeches, 
he  said,  1  perceive  now,  Altea,  that  niy  mis- 
fortune comes  because  I  am  not  worthy  to 
serve  you,  since  in  all  things  which  I  greatly 
desire  my  fortune  is  so  ill.  Howbeit  I  alway 
do  that  with  you  which  I  ought,  you  with 
me  that  which  you  will;  be  it  so!  when  I 
became  vours  I  determined  to  be  contented 
with  good  or  ill,  as  it  might  chance. 

The  emperor  Trineo  and  all  the  princes,  were 
very  sad  to  behold  the  sorrow  of  Floraman, 
Seeing  that  it  sprang  from  so  old  a  grief,  which 
ought  to  have  been  forgotten.  The  knight 
of  the  Bridge  meantime  was  so  satisfied,  that 
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be  thought  all  that  company  liltle  for  him  to 
prove  himself  with.  Presently,  prince  Be- 
roldo^  Onistaldo,  and  Pompides  came  up  to 
l^im,  and  albeit  they  were  all  notableitnightt, 
he  of  the  Bridge  overthrew  them,  though  in 
truth,  with  Jess  advantage  over  them  thaii 
the  others.  Tlie  knight  of  the  Savage, 
thinking  it  shame  that  one  man  should 
overthrow  so  many  and  he  present,  laced  on 
his  helmet,  angry  to  hear  the  ladies  of  the 
empress  praise  so  highly  the  knight  of  the 
Bridge,  apd  advanced  himself  against  him. 
Three  tim^s  they  met,  yet  neither  prevailing 
'  against  th^  other  ;  when  the  strange  knight 
looking  o|[i  his  shield,  and  perceiving  the 
fair  face  of  his  lady  to  be  somewhat  rased 
with  the  spear,  repented  that  he  had  precluded 
himself  fj-om  the  sword-combat,  and  said 
within  himself.  Of  a  truth,  eitlier  that  knight 
ii  the  best  in  the  world,  or  1  anxof  no  worth, 
since  having  for  my  protettion  the  cpunte- 
hance  of  her  who  destroys  me,  I  am  yet 
unable  to  conquer  him  who  ofi'ends?  her  image^ 
Then  turnjng  again  to  encounter  eaclvother, 
at  this  fourth  attempt  they  met  so  furiously, 
'2v3 
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that  the  horses  not  being  able  to  sustain  it, 
they  all  fell  together.  Now,  because  the 
night  approached  so  fast  on,  Pahnerin  could 
not  enter  the  joust,  which  troubled  him, 
thinking  that  in  not  adventuring  he  sinned 
against  his  lady ;  but  Daliarte,  to  put  him 
from  that  opinion,  came  to  him  with  these 
words.  Good  Sir,  let  it  not  seem  offensive 
to  you,  because  you  have  not  jousted  with 
this  knight,  for  if  your  valour  should  return 
him  any 'disadvantage,  it  would  grieve  you, 
for  the  displeasure  which  your  lady  Poli- 
narda  would  thereby  receive.  You  know  so 
much  of  every  thing,  Sir  Daliarte,  said  Pair 
merin,  that  it  is  not  much  for  you-  to  un- 
derstand my  thoughts.  Will  you  tell  me 
who  this  knight  is?  If  there  be  necessity 
to  conceal  his  name,  the  secret  is  as  safe  with 
me  as  with  you.  Daliarte  replied,  1  well 
know  that  nothing  need  bfe  concealed  from 
you.  His  name  is  Florendos,  who  putteih 
his  noble  deeds  in  proof  for  the  honour  of 
her  whose  image  you  may  perceive  figured 
on  his  shield,  even  as  you  hazard  all  your 
actions,  to  purchase  the  fevour  of  her  who 
is  your  lady  and  his  sister.    His  name  is  kept 
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secret,  such  being  his  intention.  Ah  Sir 
Daliarte,  quoth  Palmerin,  it  is  bootless  to 
think  to  keep  secret  any  thing  from  you. 

Florian  of  the  Desert  rose  dissatisfied  with 
himself,  and  the  knight  of  the  Bridge  equally 
so  ;  who  remounting  as  well  as  he  could, 
took  his  way  down  the  valley,  not  chusing 
to  be  known,  and  careless  of  the  praise  which 
every  one  wo^ild  have  given  him,  thinking 
that  men  ought  to  be  more  desirous  of  being 
good,  than  of  seeming  so. 
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CHAPTER  50. 


The  strange  knight  being  tlius  spectfy  In  his 
departure,  the  emperor  with  the  other 
princes^  ceased  not  to  commend  his  re- 
doubted enterprise,  greatly  desiring  to  know 
what  he  was,  which  made  them  importunate 
to  the  sage  Daliarte;  but  they  laboured  in 
vain,  for  he  would  not  in  this  matter  satisfy 
their  desire.  But  to  Primaleon  he  said,  He 
is  of  great  worth,  and  one  who  desires  to 
content  you  more  than  any  other,  and  to 
imitate  your  exploits.  The  love  of  a  woman, 
whose  name  he  beareth  in  his  shield,  causeth 
him  to  absent  himself  from  the  company  of 
these  princes,  with  whom  he  deservedly  en- 
tertains great  friendship. 

Then  Don  Duardos  desired  him  to  shew  the 
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name  of  the  damsel  to  whom  he  had  vowed 
•such  earnest  affection,  whose  will  Daliarte 
loth  to  gainsay,  began  in  this  order  to  an- 
swer :  Her  nam.e  is  Miraguarda,  and  her  ap- 
pearance such,  that  he  who  sees  her  sees 
what  he  never  saw  before,  and  had  need 
take  good  heed  lest  he  fall  into  the  danger 
which  may  arise.  She  is  a  native  of  Spain, 
daughter  to  count  Arlao,  a  person  of  great 
estimation,  and  she  herself  beautiful  to  such 
an  extreme,  that  no  one  has  ever  seen  her 
once  who  would  not  venture  his  life  for  a 
second  sight.  The  county  himself,  said  king 
Recindos,  I  well  know  to  be  as  you  describe 
him  ;  of  his  daughter  I  know  nothing ;  for 
indeed  when  I  left  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
she  was  so  little  that  none  did  make  account 
of  her  beauty.  Then  alighting  from  their 
horses,  and  taking  their  ladies  each  one  by 
the  hand,  they  entered  the  castle,  so  greatly 
delighted  with  the  sumptuous  building,  and 
brave  conveyance  of  the  commodious  places, 
the  galleries  and  chambers  made  over  such 
little  fine  brooks  and  rivers,  and  the  tall  pop- 
lars rising  from  the  riverfand  shadowing  the 
dwellings,  that  they  imagined  all  their  com- 
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mendatioDs  not  sufficient  for  this  place ;  and 
when  they  saw  in  how  free  a  prison  Drama* 
ziando  held  his  captives^  ihey  greatly  praised 
his  courtesy,  and  his  noble  confidence.  That 
night  they  supt  there  on  such  abundance  of 
things  provided  by  Dr^muziando,  as  if  it  had 
been  in  the  days  of  his  prosperity. 

Early  on  the  next  morning  they  departed^ 
because  Flerida  could  not  bear  to  remain  in 
a  place  which  had  occasioned  her  such  years 
of  sorrow.  But  before  they  left  the  castle 
Palmerin  delivered  it  again  to  Dramuziando^ 
who  accepted  it,  thinking  to  serve  him  in 
greater  things,  as  afterwards  he  did,  and 
called  it  the  Extreme  of  Strength,  a  name 
which  it  well  deserved  for  its  own  sake,  and 
in  memory  of  what  had  been  there  exploited. 
Depitrtiog  thence,  Daliarte  conducted  them 
the  way  to  his  habitation^  frequenting  them 
still  with  such  singular  devices,  that  the  la- 
dies by  their  weak  nature  were  somewhat  dis* 
mayed,  but  the  princes  themselves  marvel- 
lously delighted.  When  they  were  arrived 
at  the  Dark  Valley,  from  whence  Daliarte 
took  his  appellation^  these  fantastic  appear 
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ances  became  so  numerous,  that  they  knew 
not  whether  to  receive  pleasure  or  fear  from 
them ;  for  if  some  were  such  as  to  stir  laugh- 
ter, they  were  presently  changed  to  things 
terrible,  which  took  away  all  delight,  though 
the  fear  was  for  the  ladies  only,  the  knights 
rejoicing  in  the  sights  of  pleasure,  and  not 
being  dismayed  by  the  other.  Besides  these 
spectacles,  the  manner  of  the  Valley  itself 
was  such  as  would  have  su£Bced  to  make 
them  hold  in  high  estimation  the  wisdom  of 
Daliarte.  At  length  they  arrived  at  his  ha* 
bitation,  which  was  in  the  bottom  of  the 
Valley,  so  singularly  edified,  that  if  I  should 
stay  to  recite  their  opinions  hereon,  I  should 
weary  your  minds  with  a  tedious  discourse ; 
and  were  I  to  write  the  manner  of  the  place, 
it  would  be  to  injure  by  words,  what  by 
words  never  could  be  compassed.  There 
they  staid  for  some  days,  having  such  royal 
service,  that  they  supposed  in  their  own 
courts  it  was  impossible  to  be  more  princely 
served.  At  length  Arnedos  and  Recihdos, 
desirous  to  see  their  own  kingdoms,  took 
their  leave  of  the  emperor  and  all  the  com- 
pany,   the    one  taking  the  way    towards 
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France,  and  the  other  towards  Spain,  having, 
no  body  with  them,  but  each  one  an  esquire 
attending  on  him  :  as  for  their  sons,  they  left 
them  still  with  the  other  princes ;  for  that 
their  years  were  more  fit  to  endure  travel 
than  as  yet  to  incline  themselves  to  the  ease 
of  the  world. 

Then  returned  the  emperor  and  king  Fadri- 
que,  with  the  rest  of  their  train,  to  the  Eng- 
lish court,  wherein  a  while  after,  the  emperor 
and  Agriola  took  their  leave  likewise,  leav- 
ing their  sons  in  like  manner,  though  against 
the  will  of  the  empress;  when  was  such  grief 
on  either  side  for  their  departure,  as  because 
your  judgments  is  suflBcient  to  conceive,  I 
cease  to  speak.  The  soldan  Belagriz  and 
Mayortes,  having  kissed  the  hands  of  king 
Fadrique,  came  and  embraced  the  prince 
Don  Duardos,  for  whose  sake  they  had  left 
their  countries,  to  be  partners  in  his  impri- 
sonment; when  the  prince  accompanying 
them  part  of  the  way,  began  in  this  order  to 
the  soldan  Belagriz.:  i  trust,  Sir,  you  remem- 
ber when  1  dieecchanted  king  Tarnaes  of 
Xacedemtimia,  what  passed  under  colour  of 
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my  name,  between  you  and  his  sister  Pau- 
drieia,  which  at  that  time  so  greatly  dis- 
pleased me ;  that  displeasure  ought  however 
now  to  be  forgotten,  because  of  the  fruit  of 
the  offence.  Know  then  that  Blandidon  is 
your  son  and  hers^  and  I  have  not  yet  told 
him  the  truth,  reserving  it  for  fitter  time. 
Now  if  you  are  willing  to  perceive  the  error 
of  your  own  faith,  and  follow  the  true  one, 
your  people  will  do  as  you  would  have  them, 
and  you  may  wed  Paudricia,  who  now  leads 
the  life  which  you  have  heard,  an(J  thus  en- 
joy her  and  a  son  so  worthy  to  be  esteemed. 

Belagriz  paused  hereon  a  while,  debating 
in  his  mind  on  these  things ;  for  w  hen 
things  are  of  importance,  much  time  should 
be  expended  in  considering  them,  and  little 
in  executing.  At  length,  fixing  his  eyes 
upon  Don  Duardos,  he  answered.  Credit  me. 
Sir,  I  was  never  more  confused  at  any  thing 
which  Fortune  hath  sent  ine,  than  at  this 
which  you  have  disclosed.  I  make  such 
estimation  of  Blandidon,  that  to  have  such 
a  son,  I  think  I  shall  db  that,  which  else  I 
never  thought  to  have  done  ;  but  at  present 
Q  Q 
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I  can  only  bid  you  heartily  farewell  vowing 
to  send  you  woid  of  my  determination  so 
shortly  as  possibly  I  may.  Thus  Belas^riz 
departed  without  taking  farther  resolution^ 
though  afterwards  he  came  to  the  right  one. 

After  he  and  Mayortes  were  gone,  many 
others  followed,  such  as  Polendos,  Belcar, 
and  Vernao,  whom  the  love  of  his  Basiha 
called  home  to  Constantinople.  Shortly  af- 
ter, PrimaJeon  left  the  English  court,  tra- 
velling alone  by  himself  without  any  com- 
pany, because  he  meant  to  try  the  adven- 
tures that  fortune  might  present  unto  him> 
not  sparing  his  person,  but  would  jeopard 
himself  in  the  places  of  most  peril  and  dan- 
ger. Knowing  well,  that  the  life  and  loyalty 
of  the  courageous  ought  to  be  employed  in 
their  defence,  whom  misadventure  kept  in 
restraint,  or  the  terror  of  the  time  in  any 
sorrowful  servitude. 
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CHAPTER  5\. 


Prlmaleon  having  left  the  English  courti 
made  little  stay  in  any  place  till  he  arrive4 
in  the  kingdom  of  Lacedemonia^  where,  not 
forgetting  his  last  conference  with  the  sor- 
rowful lady  Paudricia,  as  touching  the  man* 
ner  of  her  solitary  kind  of  life,  he  conclud- 
ed to  visit  her  again,  to  see  if  any  resolution 
could  be  kept  hy  women,  who  are  by  nature 
to  mutable  that  no  constancy  is  to  be  ex- 
pected in  them. 

Long  rode  Primaleon,  without  any  adventure 
worthy  the  rehearsal,  till  at  last  being  come 
to  the  Sorrowful  Valley,  where  no  knight  en- 
tered, but  wa^  presently  convinced  by  hit 
own  mind  how  fitly  it  was  named,  he  espied 
202 
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two  horses  coming  from  the  castle  of  Pau-  * 
dricia ;  one  of  them  he  knew  to  belong  to 
the  knight  that  maintained  the  joust  before 
the  castle  of  Dramuziando,  which  made  him 
somewhat  amazed  to  see  him  wander  without 
his  master.  At  last,  casting  his  eye  about, 
he  espied  the  knight  sitting  under  those 
thick  and  sombroiis  trees  which  overhung 
that  dark  and  doleful  river;  he  was  attired  in 
black  armour,  with  yellow  spots  all  over  it, 
as  melacfcholy  as  his  own  mind,  from  whence 
the  invention  had  been  copied  ;  and  for  this 
cause,  as  weU  as  by  reason  of  the  sorrowful 
mood  which  he  was  alwa}'^  seen  to  endure,  i 
they  called  him  in  that  land  the  Tristful 
Knight.  Primaleon  did  not  at  first  re* 
cognize  him,  for  his  arms  were  not  the  same 
as  those  in  which  he  had  jousted  at  the 
bridge  ;  but  drawing  nearer  he  knew  him  by 
seeing  in  his  hand  the  shield  with  the  por- 
trait of  his  lady,  whereto  he  used  many 
amorous  complaints,  as  though  it  had  beea 
she  herself  from  whom  the  image  had  been 
taken.  He  was  so  far  ravished  with  behold- 
ing his  lady's  counterfeit,  that  he  perceived 
not  the  coming  of  Primaleon,  but  tUinking 
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no  body  to  be  near^  cohtiDued  his  discourses 
after  this  manner  : 

What  shall  he  do^  lady,  who  having  once 
seen  you  and  thereby  lost  himself,  now  sees 
you  not,  that  he  may  hope  for  any  good  ? 
I  seek%help  from  this  image  of  your  beauty, 
which  hath  it  not  to  bestow,  and  if  it  had 
would  withhold  it,  because  you  will  have  it 
so.  I  pour  forth  my  complaints  to  it,  liv- 
ing by  your  name,  as  the  camelion  doth  by 
the  air,  and  rejoicing  in  your  shadow,  when 
God  knows,  I  am  too  far  from  the  sub- 
stance !  Oh  Florendos,  son  and  grandson  to 
the  greatest  princes  in  the  world,  they  so 
prosperous  in  their  affairs,  and  thou  so  un- 
fortunate in  thine !  apart  from  the  conver- 
sation of  thy  friends,  and  lost  in  contemp- 
lating thoughts  which  have  no  end,  of  her 
who  has  no  thought  of  thee!  Miraguarda  is 
your  name,  lady  ;  it  signifyeth,  behold  and 
bewan:  but  he  who  gave  thee  that  name  was 
either  born  with  a  free  heart,  or  had  a  weak 
judgment ;  for  1  know  not  who  that  had  seen 
you  could  wish  to  beware  the  sight  again,  or 
if  lie  bad  the  wi^,  could  have  the  power. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


450 

Cotttinurng  these  and  many  such  like  speeches) 
Primaleon  knew  that  it  was  his  son  Floren- 
dos^  whose  grievous  passions  caused  him  to 
call  to  memory  the  like  sorrows  which  him- 
self had  endured,  when  he  spent  his  travails 
For  the  princess  Gridonia ;  wherefore  draw- 
ing near  unto  liim,  he  would  not  as  yet  take 
any  knowledge  of  him,  but  saluted  him  in 
the&e  terms  :  Sir  Knight,  would  you  not  im- 
part some  of  j'our  griefs  to  him,  who  sorrow- 
eth  to  see  you  overcharged  with  such  heavi- 
ness ?  Truly,  Sir,  answered  the  Tristful 
Knight,  I  receive  such  cementation  in  my 
troubled  thoughts,  and  have  used  them  so 
long  to  my  good  liking,  that  I  would  be  loth 
any  should  be  privy  to  my  passion^  but  only 
myself,  to  whom  they  are  alway  welcome. 
But  what  are  you  that  make  yourself  so 
hardy,  as  to  disturb  me  from  my  contented 
exerciief  Certainly,  if  you  dare  expect  a 
while  I  will  requite  you  for  this  discourtesy. 

So  calling  his  squire  to  arm  him,  Primaleon 
made  him  no  answer,  but  mounted  pres€nt«i 
ly  on  horsebgtck,  being  disposed  to  make 
trial  of  his  son's  strength,  that  he  might  bear 
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testimony  to  it.  When  the  Tristful  knight 
was  ready  provide<l,  and  had  bethought  him- 
self of  his  ungentle  words,  he  came  unto 
Primaleon  with  these  speeches  :  Sir  knight, 
pardon  me,  I  pray  you,  if  I  have  forgotten 
myself  towards  you  ;  I  beseech  you  lay  asid^ 
any  anger  which  you  may  have  conceived  at 
my  hasty  words,  even  as  I  repent  that  in 
which  I  uttered  them.  But  Primaleon,  as 
his  intention  was  otherwise,  made  answer, 
Don  Cavalier,  I  am  not  one  whom  these  ex- 
cuses can  divert  from  his  purpose.  With 
your  leave  I  must  see  what  there  is  in  you, 
though  1  should  find  it  to  my  cost.  At  these 
words  they  couched  their  spears,  which  were 
delivered  on  either  side  with  such  force,  that 
the  shafts  brake  and  horses  and  horsemen 
hurtling  together,  Primaleon  was  sent  to  the 
ground,  the  Tristful  knight  bearing  him 
company,  because  the  girts  of  his  saddle 
were  broken  ;  but  he  carried  the  saddle  with 
him  between  his  legs,  and  came  down  upon 
his  feet,  drawing  out  his  sword  with  such 
swiftness  that  Primaleon  admired  it,  though 
drawing  his  own  also,  he  was  now  mastered 
by  anger,  using  no  pity  unto  his  son,  biJt 
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hacking  his  armour  as  eagerly  as  had  he  been 
his  greatest  eoeoiy  in  the  world*  By  this 
you  may  perceive,  that  in  affairs  of  honour 
between  exdellent  men,  the  opinion  thereof 
is  of  more  force  than  frieodship  or  affinity, 
being  so  extreme,  that  it  stretcheth  beyond 
reason,  or  the  limits  of  nature;  for  fathers 
think  little  to  slay  their  sons,  not  sons  to  de- 
stroy their  parents,  as  may  be  seen  by  many 
instances  of  which  ancient  histories  are 
full*. 

The  Tristful  knight,  seeing  himself  in  so 


*  A  like  unnatural  eombat  occura^in  Esplandian,  which  I 
think  Tressan  somewhere  hdf  conjectures  to  bear  reference 
to  Philip  II.  and  the  prince  Don  Carlos,  not  remembering 
that  the  book  was  written  before  Don  Carlos  was  b«ra. 
Both  incidents  are  monstrous ;  but  if  the5rst  had  been  ctm* 
sidered  so  in  the  sixteenth  century,  it  would  not  have  been- 
imitated.  Old  warriors  were  perhaps  as  jealous  of  their 
sons*  reputation  in  those  days,  as  ladies  are  sometimes  said 
to  be  in  ours  of  their  daughters^  b^uty.  The  love  of  glory 
h  in  its  essence  like  the  love  of  power,  to  gratify  which  in 
all  ages  the  most  atrocious  crimes  have  been  committed.  I 
should  observe  too,  in  justice  to  the  author  of  Palmcrin,  that 
some  atonement  is  made  at  the  end  of  the  battle  for  iu  com- 
tnencement. 
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great  danger,  and  not  knowing  that  he  with 
whom  he  strove  was  the  father  who  begat 
him,  laid  on,  on  his  part,  with  as  httle  re- 
morse. Long  was  the  fight,  and  very  dan- 
gerous on  either  part,  their  armour  spoiled, 
their  bodies  sore  wounded,  and  their  strengths 
so  much  altered,  that  one  would  have  sup- 
posed death  to  be  the  next  remedy. 

Then  withdrawing  themselves  to  pause  a 
little,  they  cast  then*  eyes  upon  the  House  of 
Sadness,  the  windows  being^  covered  with 
black,  where  Paudricia  and  her  damsels 
stood  according  to  their  custom,  to  behold  L . 
the  combat.  Primaleon  felt  many  times  in- 
clined to  leave  off  the  combat,  but  his 
haughty  courage  would  not  suffer  him.  So 
turning  again  to  battle,  Don  Cavalier,  said 
he,  I  will  try  if  the  portrait  of  your  lady  will 
stand  you  in  any  stead.  If  I  stood  in  need  of 
her  aid  against  you,  replied  the  Tristful 
knight,  and  she  should  grant  it  me,  fewer 
blows  than  I  have  dispensed  would  have 
quelled  your  pride;  it  is  because  I  do  not 
ask  her  succour  in  such  trifling  matters  that 
you  have  resisted  thuslong.    These  scornful 
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speeches  made  their  battle  fiercer ;  but  after  ^ 
a  while  Primaleon^  seeing  the  blood  of  his 
son,  began  to  feel  compassion,  and  lie  said 
to  him>  Knight,  if  you  think  good^  we  may 
rest  awhile,  there  will  be  time  enough  left 
to  decide  whose  is  to  be  the  victory.  &r, 
said  the  Tristful  knight,  at  first  you  might 
have  prevented  all  this  mishap,  but  as  your 
pride  was  then  of  more  weight  than  my  ex- 
cusal,  T  will  see  the  end  of  it,  let  the  cost 
fall  to  whom  it  may.  Nay,  quoth  Prima- 
kon,  I  will  not  have  it  so,  for  on  the  one 
hand  I  adventure  my  own  life,  smd  on  the 
other  yours,  which  I  prize  dearer.  During 
the  time  of  this  talk,  Paudricia  came  forth 
of  her  castle,  accompanied  with  her  dam- 
sels, being  desirous  to  pacify  the  dangerous 
ftrife. 

The  Tristful  knight  not  understanding  h'ls 
enemy's  words,  laid  aside  his  anger,  expect* 
i  ng  their  explanation.  Primateon  seeing  the 
CQurtesy  of  Paudricia,  saluted  her,  saying. 
Now,  Lady,  you  should  be  less  sorrowful  than 
you  were  the  day  on  which  I  left  you,  when 
you  took  up  ypur  sojourn  here*    Sir,  she  re- 
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plied,  I  know  not  who  you  are,  but  the  com- 
q>assion  I  felt  at  beholding  your  cruel  com 
■bat  made  me  come  out.  Now,  since  I  find 
yo«  at  accord,  I  beseech  you  tell  me  your 
name,  that  I  may  know  whether  to  give  or- 
ders for  curing  you  within  there,  or  liere 
without.  Lady,  replied  Primaleon,  I  have 
so  earnestly  desired  to  do  you  service,  that 
I  have  not  spared  the  travail  of  my  person 
from  a  far  country,  to  bring  you  such  tid- 
ings as  I  hope  shall  agree  with  your  good 
nature :  and  because  1  would  deny  you  no- 
thing, know  that  I  am  Primaleon,  son  to  the 
emperor  Palmerin. 

When  the  Tristful  knight  heard  these  words 
he  was  overcome  with  such  extreme  sorrow, 
because  he  had  entered  combat  with  his  fa- 
ther, that  he  had  much  ado  to  sustain  him- 
self:  which  the  prince  seeing,  came  tQ  him 
with  these  words.  Knight,  he  who  hath 
such  surpassing  strength  in  battle,  ought  not 
in  other  things  to  show  so  Httle.  I  knew 
jou  well  when  I  combated  with  you  ;  I  now 
know  you  better,  having  tried  what  there  is 
in  you.  '  The  Tristful  knight  had  no  time  to 
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do  more  than  kiss  his  father's  hands,  for 
Paudricia  led  Primaleon  in,  being  full  joyful 
to  see  him  in  her  habitation,  and  her  ladies 
led  in^hisson.  Two  beds  were  then  prepare 
ed  for  them  in  one  chamber,  and  their 
wounds  attended  with  very  diligent  and- 
loving  respect.    - 
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by  this  time  is  come  to  Constantinople, 
whereas  often  he  wished  himself,  because 
he  had  heard  of  the  soldan*s  army,  which 
was  of  such  force,  that  it  caused  the  whole 
empire  to  stand  in  great  fear.  Primaleon 
being  entered  into  the  city,  kept  close  his 
beaver,  because  he  would  not  be  known  to 
any:  but  intended  to  come  suddenly  upon 
his  friends,  to  give  them  the  greater  joy. 
Being  come  to  the  palace,  and  having  de- 
livered his  horse  to  his  squire,  he  went  up 
into  the  great  hall,  where  the  emperor  had 
Just  finished  meat,  in  the  same  armour,  of 
green  and  gold,  that  he  used  against  the  Trist* 
fal  knight, which  was  very  much  defaced  with 
the  blow«  he  bad  received,  causing  great 
astonishment  to.  all  that  were  present,  Who 
gave  him  way  to  come  before  the  emperor* 

He  came  on  with  so  commanding  a  step, 
that  by  that  alone  he  would  have  been  known 
in  that  house,  if  length  of  time  had  not  pre- 
vented it.  Then  kneeling  down,  not  having 
yet  taken  ofF  his  hehnet,  he  besought  the 
emperor  to  be  pleased  to  hear  him  before 
the  empress  and  his  daughter-in-law,  that  he 
@  R  2 
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might  give  them  tidings  of  the  court  of 
England.  The  emperor  made  answer^  You 
come  then  from  such  a  place  that  we  will  do 
whatever  you  desire^  for  the  sake  of  bearing 
you.  So  rising  up,  accompanied  by  some  of 
bis  attendants,  be  conducted  him  to  the  em- 
press's chamber,  where  Gridonia  and  Ba- 
silia  were  present ;  when  the  emperor,  little 
thinking  who  the  messenger  was  whom  be 
bad  led  thither,  said  to  them,  Ladies^  this 
knight  cometh  from  the  court  of  England^ 
and  would  not  declare  his  tidings  to  me  sin- 
gly, that,  if  they  are  as  joyful  as  I  hope,  I 
might  not  enjoy  them  without  you.  God 
grant,  replied  the  empress,  that  they  may 
prove  so,  for  the  tarriance  of  my  son  makes 
me  fear  otherwise.  AVith  that  the  empe- 
ror sate  down  by  the  ladies  ;  Primaleon  look- 
ed round  at  one  and  then  at  another,  behold- 
ing them  earnestly,  because  be  pen^eived 
them  grown  into  great  alteratfi|H^  especially 
the  emperor  his  father,  who  wasjfcfeatly  aged 
since  he  saw  him  last,  and  GridoAia,  whose 
beauty  was  much  impaired  with  the  conti- 
nual mo^roiflg  she  used  for  the  absence  of 
her  lord  ;  nor  was  it  strange  that  this  should 
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CHAPTER  52. 


Hie  Tristful  knigbt^  and  his  father  Prima- 
leon,  ma^e  their  abode  for  the  space  of  cer- 
tain days  in  the  castle  of  Paudricia,  where 
they  were  so  carefully  visited,  and  their 
feeble  estates  so  lovingly  tendered,  that  in 
short  time  they  recovered  their  perfect 
health.  In  which  time  Primaleon  had  cer- 
tified her  of  the  prosperous  success  of  Don 
Duardos,  whom  she  verily  supposed  to  be 
dead  long  before,  so  that  she  conceived  such 
great  delight  in  this  report,  as  at  the  request 
of  the  prince,  she  left  her  House  of  Sadness, 
and  returned  to  her  former  mansion,  named 
the  Garden  of  Damsels.  Primaleon  having 
borne  her  company  longer  than' willingly  he 
would,  and  declared  to  her  the  names  of  the 
2  R 
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knights  that  were  prisoners  with  Don  Duar- 
do8,a3  also  the  manner  of  their  happy  deliver- 
ance^ accompanied  with  the  Tristful  knight, 
he  took  his  leave  of  her,  she  being  loth  they 
should  depart  so  soon,  but  persuaded  by 
their  earnest  affairs,  gave  them  the  courtesy, 
and  so  they  left  her. 

They  two  thus  riding  together,  the  Tristful 
knight  desired  his  father,  that  he  might 
leave  his  company,  because  tlie  affection  to 
bis  lady  directed  his  travel  into  Spsun ;  who 
denied  not  his  son's  request,  because  himself 
was  minded  to  lide  alone,  to  the  end  he 
might  make  the  better  proof  of  his  valour. 
So  advising  him  first  to  that  temperance  of 
mind  which  in  alibis  dealings  it  behoved  him 
especially  to  preserve,  when  they  came 
where  the  road  divided  itself  into  two 
branches,  he  gave  him  his  blessing,  and  tak- 
ing one  way  himself,  the  Tristful  knight  took 
tht  other,  riding  towards  her  for  whose 
sweet  sake  he  lived  in  great  affliction  and 
anguish  of  mind ;  where  at  this  time  we  will 
leave  him,  and  return  to  the  prince  Prima* 
leon^  who  not  encountering  any  adventure. 
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appear,  since  Polinarda  was  by  her,  beside 
whom  none  could  appear  beautiful.  Prima- 
leon  stood  gazing  on  them  awhile  in  silence^ 
they  the  while  wondering  that  he  did  not 
speak;  at  length  kneeling  down  before  the 
emperor  he  said.  Sir,  if  I  have  been  tardy 
in  telling  you  who  I  am,  impute  it  not  tome 
for  a  fault,  for  the  change  which  I  see  here 
hath  occasioned  it.  The  news  which  you 
wish  to  hear  from  the  court  of  England,  if 
it  respects  your  son  Primalcon,  here  you 
have  him  to  speak  for  himself.  Then  taking 
off  his  helmet,  what  witb  the  weight  of  arms 
aad  the  labour  of  the  road,  he  appeared 
with  a  rosy  colour  in  his  comueuance,  so 
comely  a  man,  that  in  him  they  found  no 
alteration  since  the  day  when  he  had  left 
them. 

The  emperor  was  suddenly  rapt  with  such 
an  inward  joy,  that  for  a  time  he  remained 
as  it  were  in  a  trance ;  the  empress  and  Gri- 
donia  took  him  together  in  their  arms,  em- 
bracing him  so  closely  that  he  could  not  dis- 
engage himself,  and  each  shedding  as  many 
tears  for  that  sudden  joy,  as  sorrow  could 
2  R  3 
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have  occasioned.  Basilia  also  came  to  him^ 
to  whom  he  said  as  he  embraced  her,  Lady 
sister,  prince  Vernao  will  soon  be  with  you, 
for  the  remembrance  of  you  will  not  let  him 
rest  till  he  is  here.  Then  turning  round,  he 
perceived  that  Polinarda  held  him  by  the 
lappets  of  his  mail,beingonher  knees,  reach- 
ing out  for  his  hand  that  she  might  kiss  it. 
He  took  her  in  his  arms,  and  said  to  Grido- 
nia,  I  did  think  there  had  been  any  thing  here 
which  could  have  given  me  so  much  cause 
for  care,  for  the  remembrance  of  you  was 
enough.  Being  your  daughter  and  the  grand- 
child of  the  empress  my  lady,  I  do  nqt  mar- 
vel that  from  such  excellent  ones,  a  thing 
so  excellent  should  proceed. 

Then  was  he  unarmed,  when  the  enaperor 
could  not  satisfy  himself,  till  he  had  heard 
every  thing  concerning  the  joyful  news  lately 
chanced  in  England  :  but  when  he  under- 
stood, how  Palmerin  was  son  to  Don  Duar- 
dos  and  his  daughter  Flerida,  the  contenta- 
tion  which  he  then  received  was  so  great, 
that  he  could  not  master  his  exceeding  joy, 
^discovering  it  in  ways  unusual  to  a  man  of 
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such  self  command.  The  joy  ia  truth  was 
general,  because  Palmerin  had  been  bred  up 
in  that  court,  every  one  expressing  their 
share  therein  except  Polinarda,  who,  though 
she  above  all  others  esteemed  these  happy 
tidings,  concealed  her  joy  from  any  one,  Dra- 
maciana  excepted,  from  whom  she  kept 
nothing  secret.  Great  feasts  were  held  in 
the  court  of  the  people,  for  knights  tl^ere 
were  but  few.  Two  days  after  the  return  of 
Primaleor^,  Vernao  arrived,  when  Basilia's 
happiness  was  completed,  and  the  fear  in 
which  till  now  she  had  lived,  put  out  of  mind ; 
for  in'  whatever  is  earnestly  desired,  every 
delay  makes  a  thousand  things  to  be  feared 
which  the  heart  imagines.  After  him  every 
day  other  knights  arrived  at  the  court,  whose 
company  was  not  so  long  desirtjd,  as  now 
they  were  joyfully  and  heartily  embraced. 
In  the  midst  of  this  great  triumpliing  and 
solace,  a  messenger  sent  from  the  soldan 
Belagriz  presented  himself  before  the  em- 
peror, who  disclosed  his  message  in  this 
manner. 

The   soldan   Belagriz,  my  lord  and  maucr. 
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kisseth  the  hand  of  your  excellency,  giving 
you  to  understand,  that  so  soon  as  he  was 
arrived  at  his  court,  he  was  advertised  how 
the  soldan  of  Babylon,  having  with  him  a 
great  and  puissant  army,  prepared  himself 
to  over-run  your  country  and  empire,  and 
to  make  a  general  spoil  of  your  people  and 
dominions,  your  estate  being  weakened 
.  through  the  loss  of  those  knights,  who  had 
left  your  court  to  seek  the  adventure  of 
Great  Britain.  But  when  he  was  taking 
ship,  and  his  army  at  point  to  hoist  their 
sails,  word  was  brought  him,  how  certain 
lords  in  his  realm  had  levied  a  number  of 
his  owQ  subjects,  to  enter  arms  against  him, 
for  that  they  were  able  no  longer  to  suffer 
Ms  oppressing  tyranny.  Upon  this  occasion, 
perforce,  he  stayed  bis  army  to  bring  them 
in  obeisance,  which  thing  he  could  not  do, 
without  the  loss  of  more  than  a  hundred 
thousand  lives  on  both  sides,  whereby  not 
only  hath  his  armament  broken  up,  hut  he 
himself  is  so  weakened  and  in  such  fear,  that 
laying  aside  all  thoughts  of  conquering  the 
dominions  of  another,  he  would  rejoice  to 
he  secure  in  his  own.     Of  this  the  soldan  my 
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master  adviseth  you,  being  grieved  himself 
that  it  should  be  so,  for  the  desire  he  hath 
that  your  majesty  should  make  proof  of  his 
true  friendship. 

Certes,  said  the  emperor,  I  alway  knew  the 
soldan  Belagriz  to  be  my  great  friend.  The 
news  which  he  hath  sent  me  I  rejoice  in,  not 
for  any  fear  of  tliese  people,  but  for  the  good 
will  which  he  thus  manifesteth.  Do  you  rest 
here  to  day ;  to-morrow,  or  when  you  will, 
you  may  depart,  but  for  so  long  a  journey 
some  repose  is  needful.  Now  rehearse,  how 
fareth  thy  lord  since  his  coming  home.  My 
lord,  answereth  the  messenger,  ever  since 
his  arrival,  hath  delighted  to  discourse  of 
the  strange  adventures,  which  not  long  ago 
are  brought  to  end  iA  Great  Britain:  which 
how  rare  they  be,  I  need  not  to  rehearse. 
You  say  true,  quoth  the  emperor,  and  certes, 
the  imprisonment  of  Don  Duardos  will  cause 
the  castle  of  Dramuziando  to  remain  in  per«i 
petual  and  renowned  memory.  Thus  con- 
cluding their  talk,  the  emperor  went  to  the 
empress's  chamber,  where  he  rehearsed  the 
message  from  the  soldan  Belagriz :  and  oa 
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tbe  morrow  the  messenger  departed^  bearipn^ 
with  him  tbe  emperor*s  letters  to  his  lord. 
>iow  wsSl  the  court  and  citizens  replenished 
with  as  great  joy,  as  before  they  were  ^Ued. 
with  heaviness,  when  they  stood  in  fear  ot 
ihi  nxmj  of  tbe  soldan  of  Babylon. 
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